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REPORT   OF    THE    BUFFALO 
PARK  COMMISSIONERS. 


To  the  Honorable,  the  Common  Council  of  the 
City  of  Buffalo : 

Section  twenty-three  of  the  "Act  to  authorize 
the  selection  and  location  of  certain  grounds  for 
Public  Parks  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  and  to  provide 
for  the  maintenance  and  embellishment  thereof," 
requires  that  "the  Park  Commissioners  shall,  in 
the  month  of  January  of  every  year,  make  to  the 
Common  Cpuncil  of  said  city  a  full  report  of  their 
proceedings  and  a  detailed  statement  of  all  their 
receipts  and  expenditures." 

The  act  referred  to  passed  the  legislature  on 
the  fourteenth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-nine,  and  on  the  nineteenth  of 
the  same  month  those  who  now  constitute  the  per- 
manent members  of  the  Board  were  nominated 
by  the  Mayor  and  confirmed  by  the  Common 
Council  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
law. 

The  Commissioners  held  their  first  meeting  at 
the  Mayor  s  office  on  the  third  day  of  May,  one 
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thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  and  per- 
fected the  organization  of  the  Board  by  the  elec- 
tion of  officers.  A  report  of  the  proceedings  had 
during  that  year  was  presented  to  the  Common 
Council  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  February,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy,  and  appears 
in  the  published  proceedings  of  that  date.  These 
proceedings  had  reference  merely  to  the  selection 
and  location  of  the  lands  which  the  Commis- 
sioners had  determined  to  appropriate  for  the 
Parks  and  approaches,  a  plan  and  description  of 
which  was  embraced  in  a  report  on  that  subject, 
filed  with  the  City  Clerk  on  the  first  day  of  No- 
vember, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty- 
nine,  and  presented  to  the  Council  on  the  eighth 
of  the  same  month. 

This  report  set  forth  the  considerations  which 
governed  the  Commissioners  in  the  selection  and 
location  of  the  lands  which  now  constitute  the 
Parks  and  approaches.  The  Common  Council 
promptly  seconded  the  action  of  the  Board,  and 
took  the  necessary  steps  to  acquire  the  property. 
In  the  month  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventy,  Messrs.  William  A.  Bird, 
Gibson  T.  Williams  and  Albert  H.  Tracy  were 
appointed  by  the  Superior  Court  of  Buffalo,  Com- 
missioners to  ascertain  and  report  the  just  com- 
pensation, to  be  paid  to  the  person  or  persons 
or  corporations  owning  or  having  any  interest  in 
the  lands  selected.  These  Commissioners  held 
their  first  meeting  on  the  twenty-first  of  February, 


one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy,  com- 
pleted their  labors  and  filed  their  report  with  the 
clerk  of  the  court  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  June 
following,  and  upon  the  application  of  the  Council 
was  finally  confirmed  on  the  fourth  day  of  August, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy.  The 
amount  of  the  awards  was  as  follows : 

For  lands, $247,785.66 

For  buildings, 46,381.00 

Total  for  lands  and  buildings, ....  $294,166.66 
Expenses  attending  the  acquisition  of  title,       .         10,991.19 

Making  a  gross  total  of $30S>  157-85 

The  action  of  the  Council  settled  the  question 
as  to  whether  Buffalo,  already  one  of  the  most 
attractive  and  beautiful  cities  in  the  country, 
should  have  a  Park  on  a  scale  sufficient  to  meet 
the  demands  of  a  large  and  rapidly  increasing 
population. 

Confident  that  the  action  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil would  be  favorable  to  the  Park  scheme,  the 
Commission,  in  the  month  of  May  last,  secured 
the  services  of  Messrs.  Olmsted  &  Vaux,  the 
distinguished  landscape  architects,  to  furnish  the 
necessary  plans  and  designs,  so  that  no  time  might 
be  lost  in  entering  upon  the  work  of  improvement 
as  soon  as  the  city  came  into  possession  of  the 
lands.  The  views  of  these  gentlemen  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a  Park  in  this  city,  had  on  a  previous  occa- 
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sion,  been  presented  to  the  Council  and  the  public. 
Their  recommendations  were  in  the  main  adopted 
by  the  Board.  A  competent  engineer,  recom- 
mended by  the  architects,  was  employed  to  make 
a  topographical  survey  of  the  lands.  This  work 
has  so  far  progressed  that  the  architects  have  been 
able  to  furnish  general  plans  of  "  The  Park,"  "  The 
Front,"  and  "  The  Parade."  A  large  amount  of 
work  has  already  been  accomplished  on  "  The 
Park "  and  "  The  Parade."  For  a  detailed  report 
of  these  operations,  up  to  the  close  of  the  last 
year,  you  are  respectfully  referred  to  the  com- 
munication of  Mr.  George  Kent  Radford,  engineer 
in  charge,  which  accompanies  this  report. 

The  Board  also  secured  the  services  of  Mr. 
William  McMillan,  a  practical  horticulturist  and 
landscape  gardener,  to  superintend  the  planting 
department,  together  with  the  general  work  upon 
the  grounds.  This  gentleman  was  also  recom- 
mended by  the  architects,  and  the  manner  in 
which  he  has  thus  far  performed  his  duties  has 
met  the  fullest  approbation  of  the  Board. 

By  the  report  of  Mr.  Radford  it  will  be  seen 
that  very  satisfactory  progress  has  been  made 
since  the  work  commenced  in  September  last. 
A  substantial  post  and  board  fence  has  been 
erected  around  "  The  Park  "  and  "  The  Parade ; " 
over  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  have  been  thor- 
oughly ploughed ;  two  hundred  and  ten  acres 
harrowed;  fifteen  acres  partially  graded,  and 
about   twenty  acres   cleared  of  stumps,  bushes, 


etc.;  decayed  trees  and  stumps  removed  from 
the  woods,  which  have  also  been  worked  over. 
Nearly  two  thousand  feet  of  main  drain  has  been 
laid,  and  eleven  and  a  half  acres  of  "  The  Parade  " 
tile  drained.  This  work  has  been  accomplished 
in  a  very  thorough  manner,  under  the  direction 
and  superintendence  of  Mr.  Radford  and  Mr. 
McMillan. 

The  work  of  excavating  and  forming  that  por- 
tion of  "  The  Lake "  lying  west  of  Delaware 
street,  is  being  pushed  forward  with  energy.  Its* 
completion  is  confidently  looked  for  early  in  the 
coming  summer,  thus  rendering  what  has  for 
years  been  a  most  forbidding  prospect,  a  scene  of 
extraordinary  attractiveness  and  beauty. 

The  grounds  set  apart  for  nursery  purposes 
have  been  thoroughly  worked.  About  six  thou- 
sand trees  and  shrubs  were  purchased  last  fall,  at 
a  cost  of  one  thousand  and  five  dollars  and  forty- 
four  cents,  and  four  thousand  five  hundred  were 
obtained  from  the  park  grounds,  making  ten 
thousand  five  hundred  now  on  hand  and  heeled  in 
to  await  transplanting  in  the  spring.  Additional 
nursery  stock  has  been  ordered,  to  be  delivered  in 
the  spring,  and  when  received  will  embrace  twelve 
thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy-four  deciduous 
trees,  five  thousand  and  eighty-three  evergreens, 
twenty  thousand  shrubs,  and  five  hundred  and 
forty  climbers  and  creepers,  making  a  total  of 
forty-two  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-seven, 
at  a  cost  of  three  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
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sixty-five  dollars.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  Com- 
mission to  cause  to  be  set  out,  at  the  proper  time, 
every  description  of  tree  and  shrub  that  will  thrive 
in  this  climate. 

With  the  steps  already  taken  for  their  care  and 
preservation  when  received,  this  department  of 
the  enterprise  will  prove  one  of  great  interest  as 
well  as  pleasure  to  those  who  visit  the  grounds. 
In  a  short  time,  when  the  drives  and  walks  are 
constructed,  floriculture  will  receive  its  due  share 
6f  attention,  and  add  its  charms  to  this  soon  to  be 
attractive  place  of  resort  for  all  classes  of  our 
people. 

It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  Commission  to 
enter  into  a  lavish  expenditure  of  money  for 
improvements  that  may  safely  be  deferred.  It 
was  important  that  the  land  should  be  acquired 
and  dedicated  to  public  use,  for  a  delay  in  this 
matter  would  have  trebled  its  cost  a  few  years 
hence.  This  accomplished  and  improvements 
made,  whereby  the  public  can  be  admitted  for 
purposes  of  recreation  and  amusement,  it  may  be 
safely  left  to  the  future  to  carry  out  more  complete 
and  elaborate  designs  of  embellishment. 

About  two  miles  of  substantial  driveway  will 
be  constructed,  commencing  at  the  entrance  of 
"The  Park,"  north  of  Forest  Avenue,  crossing 
the  lake  by  a,  durable  bridge,  thence  along  the 
southerly  portion  of  "  The  Park,"  and  through 
"  Humboldt  Parkway "  to  Main  street.  Other 
roads  of  a  less  substantial  character  will  also  be 


II 

constructed  in  the  several  parks,  and  the  grounds 
prepared  for  occupation  by  picnic  and  pleasure 
parties  as  early  during  the  present  year  as  possible. 
The  Commissioners  entered  upon  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  which  the  law  imposes  upon  them 
with  a  full  sense  of  the  responsibility  entrusted  to 
them,  and  under  the  conviction  that  the  adminis- 
tration of  this  department  of  the  public  works 
would   be  justly  open  to  the   criticism  of  their 
fellow  citizens.     In  carrying  forward  the  work  of 
improvement  they  have  been  governed  solely  by 
considerations  looking   to  a  judicious  and  eco- 
nomical management  of  the  powers  committed  to 
them,  and  thus  endeavor  to  silence  those  cavillers 
against  all  enterprises  which  have  from  time  to 
time  been  attempted  for  the  benefit  of  the  com- 
munity.    While  cities  further  from  the  seaboard, 
and  possessing  fewer  advantages  of  location,  with 
modes  of  access  more  difficult,  have  been  quietly 
but  steadily  outstripping  us  in  the  march  of  im- 
provement, we  have  stood  with  folded  hands  and 
seen  the  trade  which  should  have  passed  through 
our  city,  diverted  to  other  channels.     But  a  new 
era, — an  era  of  action, — is  dawning  upon  us,  and 
we  are   beginning  to  realize  the  responsibilities 
devolving  upon  us  as  citizens  of  a  thriving  and 
populous  city,  throwing  aside  the  selfishness  and 
prejudices  which  have  looked  only  to  the  present, 
and  recognizing   that  we  owe  something  to  the 
future,  and  those  who  are  to  come  after  us,  who 
will  tread  the  same  paths  that  we  have  trod,  but 
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with  the  brisk  and  more  elastic  step  of  renewed 
enterprise  and  activity,  the  result  of  movements 
set  on  foot  b)'  the  men  of  this  day  and  generation ; 
and  though  we  may  not  survive  to  reap  the 
fruition  of  our  hopes,  the  consciousness  of  having 
had  some  share  in  a  work  which  is  destined  to 
exert  a  powerful  influence  For  good,  and  to  be  of 
great  advantage  to  the  material  interests  of  the 
city,  will  amply  compensate  us  for  the  efforts 
made  to  produce  them. 

In  this  connection  we  beg  leave  to  renew  a  rec- 
ommendation made  in  the  report  submitted  to  the 
Council  in  November,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  sixty-nine,  that  *•  this  system  of  public 
grounds  should  be  extended  from '  The  Parade '  in 
a  southerly  direction  at  least  as  far  as  Batavia 
street,  and,  if  possible,  further.  This  extension 
will  accommodate  a  large  and  densely  populated 
district."  "  The  commissioners  therefore  recom- 
mend that  your  honorable  body  establish  a  street 
not  less  than  two  hundred  feet  wide,  leading  from 
*  The  Parade '  in  the  direction  indicated.  The 
Commissioners  further  recommend  that  Delaware 
street,  from  its  junction  with  Ferry  street  to 
*Chapin  Place,'  be  widened  to  the  width  of  one 
hundred  feet." 

By  reference  to  the  annexed  financial  state- 
ment it  will  be  seen  that  the  amount  expended  by 
the  Commissioners,  for  all  purposes,  to  the  first 
of  January,  was  twenty-six  thousand,  two  hundred 
eighty-eight  dollars  and  seventy-two  cents.     Add 
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to  this  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  five  thou- 
sand one  hundred  fifty-seven  dollars  and  eighty- 
five  cents,  paid  for  awards  and  the  expense  of 

m 

acquiring  title  to  the  lands,  and  we  have  the  sum 
of  three  hundred  thirty-one  thousand  four  hun- 
dred forty-six  dollars  and  fifty-seven  cents,  which, 
deducted  from  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  appropriated  by  the  Council,  left  a  balance 
in  the  city  treasury,  on  the  thirty-first  of  Decem- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy,  of 
eighteen  thousand  five  hundred  fifty-three  dollars 
and  forty-three  cents  to  the  credit  of  the  park  fund. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Pascal  P.  Pratt,  President 
Alexander  Brush, 
Dexter  P,  Rumsey, 
John  Greiner,  Jr., 
Lewis  P.  Dayton, 
Joseph  Warren, 
Edwin  T.  Evans, 
Sherman  S.  Jewett, 
Richard  Flach, 
James  Mooney, 
John  Cronyn, 
Dennis  Bowen, 
William  Dorsheimer. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  ENGINEER  IN 

CHARGE. 
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Park  Commission,  City  op  Buffalo, 
Engineer's  Office,  January  2,  187 1. 

To  the   Board  of  Park  Commissioners  of  the 
City  of  Buffalo : 

Gentlemen:  I  beg  to  submit  the  following  re- 
port of  the  work  executed  on  the  park  during  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy : 

Commencement  of  Operations. 

The  topographical  survey  was  commenced  in 
June  and  ground  was  first  broken  September 
nineteenth. 

Topographical  Survey. 

The  topographical  surveys  of  the  Park  (three 
hundred  and  sixty  acres),  parade  (fifty-five  and 
one-half  acres),  and  front  (thirty-two  and  three- 
quarters),  have  been  completed,  making  a  total  of 
four  hundred  and  forty-eight  and  one-quarter 
acres. 
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Ploughing. 

Two  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  the  Park  have 
been  thoroughly  ploughed,  and  two  hundred  and 
ten  acres  have  been  harrowed. 

Agricultural  Draining. 

Thirteen  hundred  feet  of  main  drain  have  been 
laid. 

Grading  Surface. 

About  fifteen  acres  have  been  partially  graded, 
and  about  twenty  acres  have  been  cleared  of 
stumps,  bushes,  etc. 

Thinning  and  Clearing  Woods. 

The  woods  west  of  Delaware  street  have  been 
worked  over,  the  decayed  and  small  trees  cut 
down,  and  the  stumps  dug  out  and  prepared  for 
removal. 

The  trees  on  the  area  of  the  road  junction, 
north  of  the  circle,  have  been  cut  down  and 
cleared  away. 

Nursery. 

The  land  for  the  site  of  the  nursery  has  been 
ploughed,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  rich 
vegetable  mold  has  been  taken  from  the  swamp 
east  of  Delaware  street  and  worked  into  the  sur- 
face soil  to  add  to  its  fertility,  at  a  considerably 
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less  cost  and  to  a  more  lasting  advantage  than 
that  of  any  ordinary  farm  manure  procurable. 

Purchases  of  young  trees,  shrubs  and  other 
nursery  stock  have  been  made  from  the  nurseries 
at  Rochester  and  elsewhere,  of  which  four  thou- 
sand have  been  received  and  heeled  in,  in  a  shel- 
tered position,  to  await  transference  to  the  nursery 
in  the  spring. 

Two  thousand  young  native  trees  have  been 
procured  from  the  neighboring  woods,  at  a  very 
reasonable  rate,  and  heeled  in.  Four  thousand 
five  hundred  of  alders,  dogwood,  etc.,  have  been 
taken  from  the  swamp  and  heeled  in,  making  a 
total  of  ten  thousand  five  hundred  received  and 
heeled  in,  and  thirty  two  thousand  one  hundred 
and  ninety-seven  ordered  for  delivery  in  the 
spring. 

In  addition  to  these,  a  quantity  of  trees  which 
were  not  procurable  at  any  nu^:series  in  this  coun- 
try, have  been  ordered  from  abroad. 

Lake.  . 

The  detailed  plans,  etc.,  for  the  formation  of  the 
lake  have  been  prepared,  and  a  contract  has  been 
entered  into  with  Mr.  Isaac  HoUoway  for  the 
execution  of  that  portion  of  it  which  is  situated 
west  of  Delaware  street,  amounting  to  thirty-two 
acres,  out  of  forty-six  and  one-half. 

He  has  commenced  operations,  and  has  engaged 
to  complete  the  work  by  the  first  of  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-one. 
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The  plans  and  details  of  the  permanent  dan 
bridge,  etc.,  are  under  consideration,  so  as  to  con 
mence  building  as  early  as  practicable  in  th 
spring. 

The  bushes  and  some  of  the  trees,  east  of  Del 
aware  street,  have  been  cut  down  in  anticipatioi 
of  the  flooding  of  that  portion  on  completion  o: 
the  other  part. 

Drives. 

The  grading  of  the  drive  on  the  south  side  of 
the  Park,  from  the  circle  towards  Delaware  street, 
has  been  commenced,  and  one  thousand  six  hun- 
dred feet  are  nearly  completed,  ready  for  the  stone 
foundation. 

These  drives  are  intended  to  be  thirty-five  feet 
wide,  including  gutters,  and  to  be  constructed  in 
a  thoroughly  solid  and  substantial  manner,  similar 
to  the  drives  in  Central  Park,  New  York,  or 
Brooklyn  Park. 

The  road-bed  having  been  graded  and  shaped 
to  the  proper  form,  and,  when  necessary,  rolled,  a 
foundation  of  flat  bedded  rubble  stone  from  the 
quarries  on  the  park,  averaging  six  inches  in 
thickness,  will  first  be  laid,  the  interstices  being 
packed  with  chips  to  prevent  movement 

On  this  foundation  a  thickness  of  four  inches 
of  broken  stones  will  be  laid,  and  thoroughly 
rolled  by  a  steam  roller  of  fifteen  tons  weight. 

A  coating  of  two  inches  of  gravel  free  from  dirt 
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will  be  then  laid  on,  and  watered  and  rolled  to  a 
smooth  hard  surface. 

The  gutters  will  be  two  feet  wide,  formed  of 
Medina  sandstone  or  cobble  stones. 

To  insure  a  thorough  drainage  of  the  subsoil, 
a  tile  drain  will  be  laid  under  each  gutter  dis- 
charging into  the  silt  basins. 

The  gutters  will  empty  into  silt  basins  or  re- 
ceivers,  placed  three  hundred  feet  apart,  provided 
with  cast-iron  inlet  gratings,  and  outlets  com- 
municating with  a  main  drain. 

Steam  Roller. 

A  steam  roller  of  fifteen  tons  (thirty-three  thou- 
sand six  hundred  pounds)  weight  has  been  ordered 
from  Mr.  David  Bell. 

House  for  Superintendent  of  Planting. 

It  being  considered  advisable  that  the  superin- 
tendent  of  planting  (Mr.  McMillan)  should  reside 
on  the  Park,  one  of  the  houses  purchased  with 
the  land,  on  Soldiers'  Place,  was  moved  to  the 
southern  extremity  of  the  Park  east  of  Delaware 
street,  near  the  nursery,  and  partially  fitted  up  for 
his  occupation. 

Contributions  of  Animals. 

A  pair  of  young  deer,  male  and  female,  have 
been  presented  to  the  commission  by  Jacob  E. 
Bergtold,  Esq.,  and  owing  to  want  of  suitable  ac- 
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commodation  within  the  park,  have   been   tem- 
porarily placed  in  care  of  Mr.  E.  R.  Jewett 

The  Front. 

The  plan  of  laying  out  the  front  has  been  set- 
tled, and  the  necessary  details  prepared  for  carry- 
ing out  the  work,  but,  pending  negotiations  with 
the  United  States  authorities  as  to  constructing 
the  drive  through  the  fort  grounds,  operations 
have  not  been  commenced. 

The  Parade. 

The  plan  for  laying  out  the  parade  has  been 
received  from  Messrs.  Olmsted  &  Vaux. 

A  post  and  board  fence  has  been  erected  on 
the  boundary  line. 

Eleven  and  a  half  acres  have  been  tile  drained, 
and  six  hundred  and  thirty-five  feet  of  main  drain 
laid. 

Twenty-seven  acres  have  been  ploughed. 

A  considerable  extent  of  the  wood  has  been 
worked  over,  decayed  trees  cut  down,  and  thinned 
generally. 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the 
efficient  assistance  rendered  by  Mr.  McMillan,  not 
only  in  his  own  department,  but  in  that  of  gen- 
eral construction. 

George  Kent  Radford, 

CAze/  Engineer. 


u 
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ABSTRACT  FINANCIAL  STATE- 
MENT 


*  •  > 


Amount  appropriated   by  Common 

Council, $350,000.00 

The  total  expenditures  to  Dec.  31, 

1870,  were : 
For  payment  of  awards,  .    .    .    .     $294,166.66 
For  expenses  in  acquiring  title,    .    .    10,991.19     305,157.85 

Balance  in  treasury  after  pa3rment  for 

lands, $    44,842.15 

For  Maintenance. 

Office  expenses  (Commissioners),      $      473*07 

Salary  of  Secretary, 1,650.00 

Miscellaneous, 13*04 

Total, $    2,136.11 

For  Improvement. 

Flans  and  designs, $  2,383.45 

Original  surveys  by  Vom  Berge  and 

Davy, 1,395-31 

Salary  of  engineer, 1,885.00 

Engineer  corps,  horses,  wagons,  for- 
age, etc., 2,416.52 

Carried  forward, 10,216.39 
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Brought  forward, xO|2 16.39 

Salary  Superintendent  of  planting,  .  500.00 

Teams  and  labor, 6,365.23 

Trees,  shrubs,  etc., 1,005.44 

Tools  and  implements, 352.61 

Office  expenses  (engineers),    .    .    .  290.88 

Printing,  stationery,  advertising,  etc.,  798.26 

Manure, 51.00 

Construction  of  fences, 4,361.83 

Tiles  and  draining, i»353*oo 

Moving  and  repairing  house,  .    .    .  931.32 

Miscellaneous, 62.76      26,288.72 

Balance  in  treasury,  Dec.  31, 1870,    .  $  18,553.43 
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To  the  Honorable  CommOxX  Council  of  the  City 
of  Buffalo : 

The  Park  Commissioners,  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  statute  creating  the  Board, 
respectfully  present  to  your  honorable  body 
their  second  annual  report. 

The  work  of  improving  the  lands  taken  for 
park  purposes  commenced  in  September,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy.  The  ope- 
rations of  the  Commissioners  up  to  the  close  of 
that  year  were  reported  to  your  honorable  body 
in  January  last.  The  expenditures  for  improve- 
ments to  the  first  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-one,  amounted  to  twenty- 
four  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  dollars 
and  sixty-one  cents.  The  expenditures  during 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-one, for  the  same  purpose,  amount  to  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-nine  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
forty-one  dollars  and  thirty-four  cents,  making  a 
total  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-four  thousand 
ninety-three  dollars  and  ninety-five  cents  expend- 


ed  since  the  commencement  of  operations.  There 
was  expended  for  maintenance,  during  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy,  the  sum 
of  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  dol- 
lars and  eleven  cents,  and  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  seventy-one,  the  sum  of 
six  thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty-two  dol- 
lars and  forty-four  cents,  making  a  total  of  eight 
thousand  five  hundred  and  eighteen  dollars  and 
fifty-five  cents  disbursed  from  the  general  fund 
since  the  organization  of  the  Board. 

The  statement  of  the  expenditures,  in  our  last 
report,  so  far  as  they  related  to  the  amount  paid 
as  awards  for  the  lands  taken,  and  the  expenses 
incident  to  their  acquisition,  could  not  be  cor- 
rectly given,  for  the  reason  that  all  the  claims 
had  not  been  settled  at  the  time  the  report  was 
made. 

The  following  statement  is,  therefore,  pre- 
sented as  giving  the  actual  amount  of  these 
expenditures  and  the  condition  of  the  fund  at 
the  close  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  seventy-one : 
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Financial  Statement. 
1870. 

Amount  appropriated  by  Common 
Council, $350,000.00 

Paid  for  awards  for  lands  taken,        $294,065.71 

Paid  for  expenses  attending  acquisi- 
tion of  title, 10,423.64     304,489.35 

Leaving  balance  to  credit  of  Im- 
provement Fund, $  45»5 10.65 

Drafts  against  same  in  1870,  .     .     .  26,288.72 

Balance  in  treasury,  Jan.  i,  1871,    .  $  19*221.93 

1871. 

Balance  in  treasury,  Jan.  i,  1871,     .  $  19,221.93 

Amount  appropriated  by  Common 
Council, 150,000.00 

Received  for  sale  of  buildings,  lum- 
ber, rent,  etc., 3>  133.00 

Received  from  General  Fund,  1870,  3,282.11 

Received  from  Maintenance  Fund, 

1871, 2,591.86 

Received  from  secretary  and  treas- 
urer, balance  on  account  of  pay 
rolls, 99.43 

$178,328.33 
Drafts  drawn  in  1871, 169,976.16 

Balance  in  treasury,  Jan.  i,  1872,     .  $     8,352.17 

The  report  of  the  Engineer  in  charge,  which 
is  annexed,  shows  the  extent  and  character  of 
the  work  prosecuted  during  the  past  year. 
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The  Park. 

The  area  east  of  Delaware  street,  excepting 
about  eighteen  acres,  the  nurseries  and  the 
grove  south  of  the  Lake,  have  been  drained  with 
tile  and  pipe,  varying  from  one  and  a  quarter  to 
twelve  inches  in  diameter.  Eighty-two  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eleven  feet,  or  fifteen  and 
sixty-six  one-hundredths  miles  of  tile  have  been 
laid  down.  One  hundred  and  sixty-three  acres, 
including  the  groves  north  and  south  of  the 
Lake,  have  been  worked,  the  irregular  portions 
graded  so  as  to  secure  even  surfaces  and  grace- 
ful undulations.  Eighty-three  acres  have  been 
re-plowed  and  partially  graded,  making  a  total 
of  two  hundred  and  forty-six  acres  worked  dur- 
ing the  season.  Twenty-nine  thousand  cubic 
yards  of  the  material  excavated  from  the  Lake 
have  been  spread  over  the  land  east  and  west  of 
Delaware  street,  and  a  considerable  amount  of 
grubbing,  cleaning,  thinning  the  woods,  pruning 
trees,  etc,  has  been  executed.  Owing  to  the 
severe  drought  that  prevailed  during  the  sum- 
mer, the  finishing  and  seeding  was  not  completed 
until  late  in  September. 

The  excavation  of  the  Lake  west  of  Delaware 
street  has  been  completed,  with  the  exception  of  I 

the  removal  of  the  dike  bank  and  temporary 
dam,  and  the  grading  of  the  slopes  on  the  north 
side.  The  reasons  for  not  completing  this  work 
are  explained  by  the  Engineer.     The  removal  of 


I 
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the  dike  bank  and  temporary  dam  is  deferred 
until  the  excavation  of  that  portion  of  the  Lake 
east  of  Delaware  street  is  undertaken. 

The  Lake,  so  far  as  completed,  is  filled  with 
water  to  the  level  of  the  waste  weir,  giving  a 
depth  of  about  three  feet  four  inches.  This 
depth  will  be  maintained  during  the  winter  sea- 
son. During  the  summer,  it  will  be  raised  to  six 
feet  by  closing  the  gates. 

The  piers  and  abutments  of  the  Bridge  are 
mainly  completed,  and  the  wood  work  is  in  readi- 
ness to  put  up  in  the  spring.  The  Bridge  will 
have  three  spans,  each  thirty-three  feet  in  the 
clear.  The  carriage-way  will  be  thirty-five  feet 
wide,  with  a  foot-passage  on  each  side  ten  feet 
wide.  Projections  from  the  latter,  forming  re- 
cesses provided  with  seats,  will  be  constructed 
in  the  center  of  each  span.  The  structure, 
when  completed,  will  be  of  the  most  substantial 
character. 

The  permanent  dam  and  waste  weir  at  the 
west  end  of  the  Lake  is  completed,  with  the 
exception  of  fixing  the  gates  and  lifting  gear. 
There  will  be  ten  gates,  each  five  feet  wide  and 
two  feet  eight  inches  high.  When  closed,  they 
will  retain  the  water  in  the  Lake  at  a  depth  of 
six  feet,  and,  upon  the  occurrence  of  rain  storms, 
can  be  raised  to  allow  the  escape  of  an  extraor- 
dinary overflow,  the  capacity  of  the  weir  being 
sufficient,  in  the  estimation  of  the  Engineer,  to 
discharge  the  flood  waters  of  the  creek. 
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A  dock  for  keeping  small  boats  used  on  the 
Lake,  and  a  landing-place,  has  been  built  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Lake,  a  short  distance  east  of 
the  Bridge. 

About  twenty-one  hundred  feet  of  the  drive 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Park  have  been  con- 
structed with  stone  foundation,  covered  with 
gravel,  rolled  to  a  hard  surface.  In  addition, 
about  six  hundred  feet  of  drive  have  been  gra- 
ded and  the  stone  foundation  laid.  Silt  basins 
connected  with  the  draining  pipes  have  been 
placed  at  suitable  distances  apart  to  carry 
off  the  water  from  the  gutters.  The  drives  on 
the  west,  north  and  east  sides  of  the  Park,  eight 
thousand  and  fifty  feet  in  length,  with  branches 
to  Amherst  street,  have  been  graded,  and  have 
been  extensively  used  by  the  public  since  the 
fourth  of  July. 

A  temporary  bridge,  one  hundred  and  forty- 
five  feet  in  length,  has  been  constructed  over  the 
ravine  east  of  Delaware  street. 

The  nursery  stock  was  all  set  out  early  in 
May,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  evergreens, 
some  of  which  suffered  during  the  drought,  is  in 
excellent  condition. 

The  most  casual  observer  who  visits  the  Park 
cannot  fail  to  notice  the  improvement  made  in 
the  general  appearance  of  the  grounds  since  the 
commencement  of  operations.  The  beautiful 
stretch    of  lawn-  dotted    with    full-growm    trees, 
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which  meets  the  eye  from  the  Concourse,  pre- 
sents a  view  which  has  commanded  general 
admiration. 

The  Front. 

The  work  on  the  Front  during  the  past  year 
inckided  the  grading  of  the  Play  Ground  and 
Terrace.  The  Play  Ground  contains  seven 
acres.  The  slopes  of  the  Terrace  and  Play 
Ground  have  been  seeded.  Much  remains  to  be 
done  at  this  point  to  put  it  into  a  condition  for 
use.  The  drives  and  walks  have  not  been 
graded. 

The  P>ont  cannot  fail  to  become  a  popular 
place  of  resort  during  the  summer  months,  and 
it  is  the  desire  of  the  Commissioners  to  finish  it 
as  soon  as  possible.  We  think  it  practicable  to 
complete  the  work  of  construction  next  season, 
and  to  give  the  public  the  full  use  of  this 
attractive  resort. 

The  Parade. 

Thirty  acres  of  the  Parade  have  been  graded, 
manured,  plowed  and  seeded.  In  addition,  six* 
acres  have  been  plowed  and  partially  graded. 
Fifty-one  thousand  four  hundred  and  nine  feet 
of  tile  have  been  laid,  securing  the  thorough 
drainage  of  these  grounds.  The  grove  has 
been  worked  over  and  nearly  finished.  The 
drives  and  walks  west  of  Walden    street   have 
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been  graded.  The  work  on  the  Parade  has 
been  retarded  for  the  reason  that  it  was  incon- 
venient to  the  public  to  close  Walden  street 
until  a  new  street  was  opened. 

The  Commissioners  desire  to  continue  the 
work  of  construction  on  the  Parade  with  a  view 
to  its  immediate  completion,  and  to  this  end  the 
closing  of  Walden  street  becomes  a  necessity, 
and  a  new  street  or  streets  on  the  north  and 
east  sides  should  be  opened,  so  that  access  may 
be  obtained  to  Genesee  street  without  using  the 
drives  in  the  Parade  as  traffic  roads. 

The  importance  of  connecting  the  Parade  by 
means  of  a  wide  avenue  with  William  street  was 
presented  to  the  Council  in  our  last  report.  We 
beg  leave  to  again  direct  your  attention  to  this 
subject. 

The  Commissioners  have  not,  up  to  the  pres- 
ent time,  made  any  statement  of  the  expendi- 
tures which  they  would  advise  the  city  to  make 
upon  this  system  of  parks.  The  Act  of  the 
Legislature  required  us,  in  selecting  and  locating 
the  lands,  to  have  "in  view"  "the  present  con- 
dition and  future  growth  and  wants  of  the  city." 
The  plans  which  were  adopted  were  meant  to 
meet  this  double  purpose — not  to  be  beyond  our 
present  ability,  and  yet  to  be  sufficient  for  the 
future.  We  have  never  thought  that  the  whole 
work  could  be  done  at  once.  But  we  are  confi- 
dent that,  at  an  expense  quite  within  the  means 
of  the  municipality,  the  Front  and  the  Parade 
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ot  the  municipality,  the  l^ront  and  the  Parade 
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can  be  finished,  the  parkways  made  fit  for  use, 
and  the  most  important  portions  of  the  Park 
completed  Careful  estimates,  in  which  the 
experience  of  the  last  two  years  gives  us  confi- 
dence, have  been  made,  and  we  think  that  the 
sum  of  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  amount  already  appropriated,  will 
accomplish  all  that  for  many  years  the  city  will 
require.  To  another  generation  the  Park  will 
be  the  object  of  municipal  pride,  and  will  be 
associated  with  the  holiday  pleasures  of  the 
people,  and  it  is  hardly  worth  while  to  specu- 
late as  to  the  expenditure  which  will  then  be 
cheerfully  made  for  its  improvement  and 
ornamentation. 

This  system  of  public  grounds,  including  the 
purchase  of  the  land,  will  cost  us  less  than  one 
million  dollars.  We  earnestly  recommend  that 
the  work  of  improvement  should  be  carried 
forward  by  such  annual  appropriations  a^  will,  at 
the  end  of  two  years,  advance  it  to  the  condition 
we  have  described.  Experience  elsewhere,  not 
only  in  the  larger  cities,  but  even  more  noticea- 
bly in  the  smaller  ones,  has  shown  that  Parks 
are  the  sources  of  public  profit.  The  eminent 
statistician,  Mr.  David  A.  Wells,  in  the  report 
which  was  embodied  in  Governor  Hoffman's 
annual  message,  demonstrates  that  the  millions 
expended  upon  Central  Park  have  so  enhanced 
the  value  of  the  adjacent  property,  that,  by  the 
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increase  of  taxable  valuation,  the  Park  has  not 
only  cost  New  York  nothing,  but  has  actually 
yielded  to  the  city  a  large  revenue.  Similar 
results  will  follow  here.  Already  a  lar^c  in- 
crease has  beei)  made  in  the  valuation  of 
neighboring  lands.  Important  improvttments 
are  in  progress  upon  the  lines  of  the  parkways  ; 
a  railroad  has  been  located  with  rcf(n(Mic(*  to 
conveying  visitors  to  the  Parade  and  the  Park ; 
a  line  of  omnibuses  is  projected  upon  Delaware 
street,  and  a  number  of  citizens  have  purchastnl 
building  sites  in  the  vicinity  of  these  grounds. 
Instances  have  come  to  our  knowledge  of  per- 
sons, who,  seeking  a  residence,  have  been  drawn 
to  this  city  by  the  attraction  which  this  enter- 
prise has  given  to  Buffalo.  If  these  influences 
are  so  powerful  now,  when  there  are  rio  walks 
nor  completed  roads,  nor  places  of  resort,  to 
what  force  will  they  not  grow  when  lawn  and 
lake,  shaded  walks  and  easy  drives,  shall  every 
'  day  draw  thither  thousands  of  our  people  ? 

This  work  is  peculiarly  a  popular  one.  The 
rich  do  not  need  it.  They  can  easily  surround 
their  houses  with  beautiful  grounds.  The  Park 
is  for  the  people,  for  the  masses  of  the  people. 
This  popular  quality  already  shows  itself  in  the 
fact  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  visitors  last 
year  came  in  the  carts  and  wagons  which  they 
use  in  their  business. 

The  Commissioners  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to 
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call  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the  action  of 
the    Assessors,  by  which  the  whole  cost  of  the 
Parks  and  their  improvement  has  been  thrown 
upon   the  j^eneral  fund.     The  intent  of  the  law 
is   unmistakable.     One-half  of  all  taxes  to  pay 
the  principal  and  interest  of  the  bonds  issued  by 
the  city  is  required  "  to  be  levied  and  collected 
exclusivj^jy  upon  and  from  th^  lands  deemed  to 
have    been    benefited    by    the    improvement    in 
this  act   provided  for."     Such  provisions  of  law 
are  common,  and  are  to  be  found  in  every  char- 
ter which  has  been  granted  to  the  cities  of  this 
State.     To  declare  that  all  the  property  in  the 
city   is  benefited,  and    thus  to   bring  the  whole 
charijje  ujK)n  the  general  fund,  is  a  plain  violation 
of  the  law  and  of  the  duty  which  was  imposed 
upon  the  Assessors.     At  the  last  session  of  the 
Legislature,   an    amendatory    act    was    passed, 
which  was  designed  to  carry  out  the  intention  of 
the  original  act.     By  that  act,  it  is  provided  that 
"the  said  Assessors  shall  not  deem  the  lands  so 
benefited  to  embrace  all  the  lands  in  said  city 
of  Buffalo,"  and  that  the  one-half  of  the  taxes 
"  shall  be  assessed,  apportioned,  levied  and  col- 
lected exclusively  upon  the  lands   lying  in  the 
vicinity    of,   and    which    are    directly    benefited 
by,    said    improvements."     We    recommend    the 
Council    to    inquire  whether  further   legislation 
*4s  needed    to   secure  the  proper  distribution  of 
taxation  for  Park  purposes. 
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A  detailed  statement  of  the  expenditures 
made  by  the  Commissioners  has  been  filed  with 
the  City  Comptroller,  and  an  abstract  thereof  is 
appended  hereto. 

Pascal  P.  Pratj,  President, 
Alexander  Brush, 
Dexter  P.  Rumsey, 
John  Greiner,  Jr.,      * 
Lewls  p.  Dayton, 
Joseph  Warren, 
Edwin  T.  Evans, 
Sherman  S.  Jewett, 
Richard  Flach, 
James  Mooney, 
John  Cronyn, 
Dennis  Bowen, 
William  Dorsheimer. 


ENGINEER'S  REPORT. 
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Engineer's  Office,  January  i,  1872. 

To   the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  of  the 
City  of  Buffalo: 

Gentlemen :  I  beg  to  submit  the  following  re- 
port of  operations  during  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventy-one : 

Work  upon  the  "  Park"  progressed  to  a  small 
extent  during  the  early  part  of  the  year,  in  clear- 
ing the  woods,  grading,  etc.,  but  it  was  not  until 
April  that  operations  fairly  commenced. 

W'^ork  was  suspended  on  the  eleventh  of 
November. 

The  laboring  force  employed  averaged  as 
follows : 


January, 

February, 

March,  . 

April, 

May, 

June, 


Men.' 

reams. 

Men. ' 

Feams. 

32 

6 

July,       .     .     . 

.    250 

38 

43 

7 

August,       .     . 

•   255 

40 

52 

5 

September, 

•     ^75 

35 

175 

24 

October,     .     . 

•       35 

7 

240 

50 

November, 

13 

4 

292 

60 

December, 

2 

0 
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Draining. 

The  area  east  of  Delaware  street,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  about  fifteen  acres,  the  nurseries,  and 
the  grove  south  of  the  Lake,  have  been  tile- 
drained  wherever  necessary.  The  length  of  tiles 
and  pipes  laid  have  been : 

59,771  feet  of    i}i  inch  tiles,  with  collars. 


7,385  feet  of 

2 

inch  tiles. 

5,833  feet  of 

3 

inch  tiles,  with  collars 

2,821  feet  of 

4 

inch  socket  pipe. 

2,588  feet  of 

6 

inch  socket  pipe. 

4,613  feet  of 

9 

inch  socket  pipe. 

200  feet  of 

12 

inch  socket  pipe. 

Total,    .     82,711  feet,  or  15.66  miles. 

The  mains  at  present  discharge  into  thti  gul- 
lies, but  will  eventually  be  continued  to  the  Lake. 

Grading,  Surfacing,  and  Preparing  for  and 

Seeding. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-three  acres,  including 
the  groves,  north  and  south  of  the  Lake,  have 
been  worked  over,  the  rough  and  irregular  por- 
tions graded,  the  too  prominent  knolls  reduced, 
and  the  abrupt  hollows  filled  up,  so  as  to  secure 
even  surfaces,  and  graceful  undulations,  thereby 
producing  not  only  a  pleasing  effect  to  the  eye, 
but  insuring  an  effective  surface  drainage.  Ow- 
ing to  the  severe  droughts,  the  final  finishing 
and  seeding  was  very  much  delayed,  and  it  was 
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not  until  the  nineteenth  of  September  that  this 
was  completed. 

Eighty-three  acres  have  been  re-plowed,  muck 
spread,  and  partially  graded,  making  a  total 
of  two  hundred  and  forty-six  acres  worked 
upon. 

Twenty-nine  thousand  cubic  yards  of  the  ma- 
terial excavated  from  the  Lake  have  been  spread 
on  the  land  east  and  west  of  Delaware  street. 

A  considerable  amount  of  work  in  grubbing, 
clearing,  and  thinning  the  woods,  pruning  trees, 
etc.,  has  also  been  executed. 

The  small  pool  in  the  woods  has  been  partially 
formed. 

Lake. 

The  excavation  of  the  Lake  west  of  Delaware 
street,  under  Mr.  Holloway's  contract,  was  sus- 
pended for  about  two  months  in  the  winter,  ow- 
ing to  floods,  but  was  completed  by  the  fifth  of 
September,  with  the  exception  of  the  removal  of 
the  temporary  dike  bank  and  dam. 

The  condition  of  the  masonry  work  of  the 
Bridge,  and  the  finishing  and  trimming  up  of  the 
slopes,  etc.,  of  the  islands,  promontories  and 
banks,  did  not  admit  of  the  removal  of  the  dike 
bank,  and  dam,  at  that  time,  and  subsequently  ; 
the  risk  of  interruption  to  the  work  from  floods, 
together  with  want  of  funds  for  that  purpose, 
have  combined  to  defer  the  removal,  until  the 
excavation  of  the  portion  of  the  Lake  east  of 
Delaware  street  is  undertaken. 
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A  considerable  amount  of  work  was  executed 
by  our  own  force,  in  trimming  up  and  forming 
the  slopes  of  the  islands,  promontories,  banks, 
etc.,  not  included  in  Mr.  Holloway's  contract 

The  Lake  was  filled  up  to  the  level  of  the  waste 
weir,  by  an  influx  of  water  from  the  creek,  dur- 
ing the  gale  of  the  fifteenth  of  October,  giving 
a  depth  of  three  feet  four  inches,  and  has  since 
maintained  that  level.  There  is  no  perceptible 
leakage,  and  the  quantity  of  water  flowing  over 
the  waste  weir  during  the  dry  period  of  Septem- 
ber and  October,  which  is  derived  entirely  from 
springs,  was  fully  that  which  I  had  calculated 
upon  last  year,  as  being  required  to  supply 
the  loss  from  evaporation  during  the  summer 
months. 

It  is  intended  to  establish  the  depth  of  water 
in  summer  at  six  feet,  and  in  winter  at  three  feet 
four  inches. 


Bridge  over  Lake. 

The  construction  of  this  Bridge  has  been 
partly  by  contract,  and  partly  by  our  own  force. 

The  masonry  contract  was  taken  by  Messrs. 
Thomas  Dark  &  Sons,  and  the  carpentry,  iron- 
work and  painting  by  Mr.  William  Baynes. 

The  Bridge  is  to  have  three  spans,  or  open- 
ings, each  thirty-three  feet  in  the  clear,  consisting 
of  arch  trusses  in  timber,  supported  by  stone 
piers  and  abutments. 
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The  stone  for  this  purpose  was  principally 
procured  from  the  quarries  in  the  Park. 

The  trusses  are  designed  in  timber,  for  the 
sake  of  present  economy,  but  with  proper  care 
and  attention  they  will  last  for  many  years,  and 
if  desired,  can  eventually  be  replaced  by  an  iron 
structure  of  similar  design. 

The  width  of  the  carriage-way  between  the 
curbs  will  be  thirty-five  feet,  with  sidewalks,  or 
foot-paths,  of  ten  feet  each,  making  fifty-five  feet 
between  the  parapets.  Projections  from  the 
foot-paths,  forming  balcony  recesses,  and  provi- 
ded with  seats,  will  be  constructed  in  the  center 
^f  each  span. 

The  foundations  consist  of  piles  and  concrete. 
It  was  intended  to  have  had  the  Bridge  comple- 
ted by  September,  but  owing  to  delay  in  com- 
niencing  work  upon  the  foundation  piling,  arising 
from  water,  and  the  subsequently  increased  work 
and  delay,  on  account  of  the  bad  foundation,  the 
progress  of  the  work  was  so  far  delayed  as  to 
prevent  the  erection  of  the  superstructure  at  the 
time  contemplated. 

So  far  as  the  construction  is  concerned,  this  is 
an  advantage,  as  allowing  the  timber  more  time 
'^^  seasoning,  and  so  insuring  better  fitting 
eventually. 

There  is  still  a  portion  of  the  coping  to  set, 
l^^t  the  Bridge  can  easily  be  completed  by  the 
time  the  approach  roads  are  ready. 
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Permanent  Dam  and  Waste  Weir. 

The  Permanent  Dam  and  Waste  Weir  at  the 
west  end  of  the  Lake  is  completed,  except  the 
fixing  of  the  gates  and  lifting  gear  connected 
therewith,  and  the  hand  rail  of  the  foot  bridge. 

The  Waste  Weir  consists  of  a  timber  framed 
structure,  planked  and  caulked  on  the  outside, 
and*  filled  with  hydraulic  concrete,  with  stone 
abutments,  and  wing  walls,  and  piled  and  planked 
apron. 

Cast  iron  standards,  forming  supports  for  a 
foot  bridge  and  guides  for  the  gates,  are  fixed 
on  the  framing. 

The  gates  are  ten  in  number,  each  five  feet 
clear  opening,  and  two  feet  eight  inches  high, 
with  proper  lifting  gear,  so  that  when  shut  they 
will  retain  the  water  at  six  feet  in  depth,  and 
upon  the  occurrence  of  rain  storms,  can  easily  be 
lifted  by  two  men,  to  allow  of  the  escape  of  the 
flood  waters. 

The  discharging  capacity  of  the  weir  hacs  been 
based  on  the  best  information  procurable,  as  to 
the  extent  of  the  floods  in  Scajaquada  Creek. 


Boating  Dock  and  Landing. 

The  walls  of  the  Boating  Dock  and  Landing 
are  built,  and  the  timber  coping  of  the  Landing 
fixed. 
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Drives. 

The  Drive  on  the  south  side  of  the  Park, 
from  the  junction  east  of  Delaware  street,  for  a 
distance  of  two  thousand  one  hundred  feet,  has 
been  completed,  with  stone  foundation,  gravel 
surface,  gutters,  silt  basins  and  drainage,  and  six 
hundred  feet  in  addition  is  graded  and  stone 
foundation  laid. 

The  Carriage  Concourse,  near  the  Humboldt 
Circle,  IS  graded. 

The  Drive,  on  the  west,  north,  and  east  sides, 
eight  thousand  and  fifty  feet  in  length,  (including 
branches  to  Amherst  street,)  connecting  with  the 
South  Drive,  has  been  graded,  and  was  opened 
for  use  as  a  dirt  road  on  the  fourth  of  July. 

Side  drains,  silt  basins  and  connections  have 
•  been  provided  for  this  length,  where  most  re- 
quired. A  substantial  temporary  bridge,  one 
hundred  and  forty-five  feet  in  length,  has  been 
constructed  to  carry  the  drive  over  the  gully, 
near  the  junction. 

The  materials  for  the  foundation  of  the  Drive 
have  been  procured  from  the  quarries  on  the 
Park. 

Stone  Breaker. 

A  Stone  Breaker,  Engine  and  Boiler,  were 
purchased  and  set  to  work  in  June,  with  satis- 
factory results. 
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Steam  Road  Roller. 

The  Steam  Road  Roller,  constructed  by  Mr. 
David  Bell,  was  delivered  in  June,  and  after  get- 
ting fairly  started,  has  been  working  satisfactorily. 

Water  Supplv. 

Two  Watering  Carts  were  purchased  and  have 
been  employed,  attending  to  the  Breaker  and 
Roller,  and  also  sprinkling  the  Drive  and  Dela- 
ware street  from  the  Cemetery  entrance. 

A  six-inch  iron  pipe  has  been  laid  across  the 
Lake,  adjoining  the  Bridge,  in  anticipation  of  a 
future  water  supply  from  the  City  Water  Works. 

Nurseries. 

Three  Nurseries  have  been  established  on  the 
Park,  viz. 
the  Lake 
Cemetery 


adjoining  Delaware  street,  south  of 

between  the   South   Drive  and  the 

and  north  of  Amherst  street.    . 

The  ground  for  these  was  thoroughly  drained 

and  prepared,  and  the  whole  of  the  stock  was 

delivered  and  planted  out  by  the  first  week  in 

May. 

Some  of  the  evergreens  have  suffered  from 
the  severe  droughts,  but  with  these  exceptions, 
the  stock  is  in  first  rate  condition,  and  has  been 
maintained  with  a  very  moderate  expenditure. 
A  list  of  the  stock  is  hereto  appended. 
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Portable  Track  and  Cars. 

The  Cars  and  Track  which  were  procured  in 
t\ie  early  part  of  the  year,  have  been  constantly 
and  profitably  employed  in  removing  the  mate- 
rial from  the  Lake  on  to  the  land  east  of  Dela- 
ware street,  in  grading,  and  in  the  construction 
of  the  Drive,  with  a  very  considerable  saving  in 
the  cost  of  hauling. 

Front. 

The  work  upon  the  Front  was  commenced 
April  thirteenth,  and  suspended  July  eighth,  and 
comprised  the  grading  of  the  Play  Ground  and 
Terrace,  the  preparing  for  and  seeding  down 
the  Play  Ground  (seven  and  one-half  acres),  and 
slopes  of  the  Terrace. 

This  work  was  executed  by  our  own  force. 

Parade. 

^Vork  upon  the  Parade  was  commenced  May 
twenty-second,  and  suspended  September  nine-  / 

teenth. 

Draining. 

The  entire  area  has  been  thoroughly  tile- 
^^^ined,  the  mains  discharging  partly  into  the 
culvert  on  Adams  street,  and  partly  into  a  natu- 
^^  Water  course,  near  the  toll-gate. 

4 
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The  length  of  tiles  and  pipes  laid  is 


Total, 


44,804  feet  of 

i)^  inch  tile  and  collar 

880  feet  of 

3     inch  tile  and  collar 

50  feet  of 

4    inch  pipe. 

3,725  feet  of 

6    inch  pipe. 

1,800  feet  of 

9    inch  pipe. 

150  feet  of 

12     inch  pipe. 

51,409  feet,  or 

9.73  miles. 

Grading,  Surfacing,  Preparing  for   and 

Seeding. 

Thirty-one  and  three-fourth  acres  have  been 
graded,  manured,  plowed,  and  worked  to  an  even 
and  regular  surface,  and  seeded  down. 

Six  and  one-fourth  acres  have  been  plowed  and 
partially  graded. 

The  Grove  has  been  worked  over  and  nearly 
finished,  so  far  as  regards  the  thinning  out,  and 
clearing  for  road,  paths,  etc. 


Drive  and  Walks. 

Four  thousand  and  forty  feet  of  the  Drive 
around  the  Parade  Ground,  and  three  thousand 
four  hundred  and  twenty  feet  of  the  Walks  con- 
nected therewith,  west  of  Walden  street,  have 
been  graded,  ready  for  the  superstructure. 

The  drainage  arrangements,  except  silt  basins 
and  connections,  are  completed. 
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It  was  impracticable  to  complete  the  work  on 
the  Parade  Ground,  and  Drive,  and  Walk,  owing 
to  the  fact  of  Walden  street  crossing  the  east 
end,  which  could  not  be  closed  conveniently  un- 
til another  street  was  opened  to  accommodate 
the  traffic  of  the  neighborhood. 


Prospect  Parks. 

The  small  Parks  on  Niagara  street  have  been 
kept  in  order,  gravel  walks  cleaned  up,  and  grass 
mowed. 

One  man   has  been   in  constant  attendance, 
with  occasional  assistance  when  required. 


y^ARRYlNG    BY     BoARD     OF     MANAGERS     OF     THE 

Buffalo  State  Asylum  for  the  Insane. 


^^  July  permission  was  given  to  the  Managers 

^    ^he  Buffalo  State  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  to 

/^^  stone  from  the  quarries  at  the  Park,  pro- 

^^^iHg  the    quarrying   was   carried  on  to  your 

^  ^^faction,  and  that  the  chips  and  strippings 

^  ^^Id  belong  to  the  Park.     This  they  have  been 

^^^^g,  and  a  considerable  'stock  of  material  for 

^^^ds  has  been  economically  secured  for  future 

operations. 
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The  track  and  cars,  machines,  tools  and  im- 
plements, are  in  fair  condition,  and  with  the 
usual  overhauling  will  be  ready  for  next  season's 
work. 

I  have  again  to  acknowledge  the  great 
assistance  rendered  by  Mr.  McMillan  in  various 
departments  of  the  work. 

George  Kent  Radf'ord, 

Chief  Engineer. 


LIST  OF    TREES,    SHRUBS,   ETC.,   IN 

NURSERIES. 


Deciduous. 


Order  or  Family. 

Commoa  Name.                          Tree,  Shrub,  or  Vine 

.    No. 

Crowfoot. 

Blue  Clematis, 

Vine, 

6 

u 

Vine  Bower  Clematis, 

(( 

12 

Magnolia. 

Cucumber  Tree, 

Tree, 

91 

M 

Great-leaved  Magnolia, 

<( 

5 

U 

Umbrella  Magnolia, 

t( 

10 

ti 

Chinese  Magnolia, 

<i 

4 

it 

Soulangi's  Chinese  Magnolia, 

(t 

4 

u 

Xulip  Tree, 

(( 

2185 

ti 

Norbert's  Magnolia, 

it 

5 

Barberry. 

Common  Barberry, 

Shrub, 

100 

u 

Purple-leaved  Barberry, 

a 

178 

u 

Holly-leaved  Mahonia, 

(i 

28 

St.  John's  Wort 

:.  Shrubby  St.  John's  Wort, 

(t 

24 

Tamarisk 

French  Tamarisk, 

it 

596 

Mallow. 

Sh*by  Althaea  or  Rose  of  Sharor 

783 

Linden. 

Basswood, 

Tree, 

791 

it 

White  Linden, 

it 

20 

it 

European  Linden, 

U 

60 

Rue. 

Hop  Tree, 

U 

so 

Cashew. 

Venetian  Sumac, 

Shrub, 

60 

Purple  Fringe,  or  Smoke  Bush, 

tf 

u 

Staghom  Sumac, 

u 

50 

Vine. 

Sterile  Vine, 

Vine, 

25 

« 

Variegated  Cissus, 

tt 

25 

(1 

Virginia  Creeper, 

u 

100 

30 


Order  or  Family. 

Common  Name.                            Tree,  Shrub,  or  Vim 

5.     No. 

Buckthorn. 

New  Jersey  Tea, 

Shrub, 

25 

Staff  Tree. 

Climbing  Bitter  Sweet, 

Vine, 

25 

u 

Burning  Bush, 

Shrub, 

28 

a 

Variegated  Creep 'g  Euonymus 

,  Vine, 

12 

Soapberry. 

Chinese  Kolreuteria, 

Tree, 

35              ' 

• 

Common  Horse  Chestnut, 

i< 

100 

u 

Double  Flowering  Chestnut, 

(t 

5 

u 

Sycamore  Maple, 

{« 

250 

i« 

Norway  Maple, 

(( 

371 

(( 

Red  Colchicum  Maple, 

a 

25 

(t 

Montpelier  Maple, 

a 

25 

u 

Large-leaved  Maple, 

ii 

12 

u 

Sugar  Maple, 

ii 

679 

it 

White,  or  Silver  Maple, 

a 

339 

ii 

English  Field  Maple, 

(t 

93 

u 

Ash-leaved  Maple, 

ii 

250 

Pulse. 

English  Laburnum, 

ii 

10 

t( 

Scotch  Laburnum, 

ii 

10 

ii 

False  Indigo, 

Shrub, 

10 

li 

Clammy  Locust, 

Tree, 

5 

it 

Chinese  Wistaria, 

Vine, 

50 

ii 

Virgilia  Yellow  Wood, 

Tree, 

245 

a 

Japan  Sophora, 

ii 

20 

ii 

Redbud,  or  Judas  Tree, 

Shrub, 

50 

a 

Kentucky  Coffee  Tree, 

Tree, 

48 

ti 

Besson's  Acacia, 

ii 

5 

a 

Honey  Locust, 

a 

46 

a 

Moss  Acacia, 

a 

15 

Rose. 

Dwarf  Flowering  Almond, 

Shrub, 

21 

i( 

Large  Flowering  Almond, 

ii 

25 

a 

Bird  Cherry, 

Tree, 

60 

ii 

Double  Flowering  Plum, 

it 

50 

a 

Mahaleb  Cherry, 

Shrub, 

5 

a 

Nine-bark  Spiroea, 

it 

670 

tt 

Hardback  Spiroea, 

if 

120 

a 

Common  Meadow  Sweet, 

a 

600 

ii 

Red  Flowering  Meadow  Sweet 

a 

> 

300 

n 

Cluster  Flowering  Spirosa, 

ti 

480 

31 


Order  or  Family. 

Ccunmon  Name.                            Tree,  f 

>hrub,  or  Vine 

.    No. 

Rose. 

Fortune's  Spircea, 

Shrub, 

40 

u 

Siberian  Spiroea, 

« 

39 

4i 

White  Flowering  Spiruea, 

ti 

340 

U 

Hawthorn-leaved  Spiroja, 

a 

32 

u 

Reeve's  Spiroea, 

u 

385 

4( 

Plum-leaved  Spiraea, 

u 

50 

U 

• 

Rowan-leaved  Spiroea, 

it 

25 

it 

Elm-leaved  Spircea, 

u 

69 

(( 

Japan  Kerria, 

u 

125 

u 

Shrubby  Cinquefoil, 

u 

20 

u 

Purple  Flowering  Raspberry 

u 

20 

u 

Scarlet  Thorn, 

u 

23 

41 

Christ  Thorn, 

«       u 

6 

U 

Chinese  Flowering  Apple, 

u 

20 

ii 

Siberian  Crab, 

(t 

3 

U 

Mountain  Ash, 

u 

41 

il 

Oak-leaved  Mountain  Ash, 

u 

49 

(i 

Japan  Quince, 

t( 

85 

Saxifrage. 

Missouri  Currant, 

u 

132 

Red  Flowering  Currant, 

u 

99 

44 

44 

Scentless  Mock  Orange, 

a 

445 

Xi 

Broad-leaved  Mock  Orange, 

u 

534 

*% 

£/ 

Graceful  Deutzia, 

a 

28 

Rough*barked  Deutzia, 

u 

640 

il 

Garden  Hydrangea, 

u 

50 

4i 

Wild  Hydrangea, 

a 

50 

^"^•'  Hazel. 
Ginseng. 

Oak-leaved  Hydrangea, 

u 

13 

Sweet  Gum,  B listed  Tree, 

Tree, 

100 

Hercules  Club, 

u 

94 

dogwood 

English  Ivy, 

Vine, 

36 

Cornelian  Cherry, 

Tree, 

159 

u, 

Variegated  Cornelian  Cherry, 

Shrub, 

10 

u 

European  Red  Osier, 

(( 

370 

vt 

Wild  Red  Osier, 

u 

600 

"^^'^ysuckle. 

Snowberry, 

a 

180 

41 

Coral  Berry, 

a 

500 

U 

Trumpet  Honeysuckle, 

Vine, 

12 

English  Woodbine, 

it 

12 

Order  or  Family. 

Common  Name.                            Tree, 

Shrub,  or  Vine.     No. 

Honeysuckle. 

Yellow  Honeysuckle, 

Vine, 

12 

(i 

Japan                 " 

ii 

50 

u 

Hall's  new 

u 

12 

u 

Chinese 

u 

50 

a 

Tartarian           " 

Shrub, 

500 

u 

English  Fly       " 

u 

80 

u 

Ledebour's        " 

tt 

25 

i( 

Bush 

i( 

100 

(t 

Frag't  Japan  Bush  Honeys 'kle,      " 

120 

u 

High  Bush  Cranberry, 

<( 

52 

u 

Snow  Ball, 

u 

3^ 

a 

Weigela, 

u 

889 

u 

Wayfaring  Tree, 

ii 

63 

n 

Yellow-leaved  Elder, 

ii 

40 

u 

Cut-leaved  Elder, 

ii 

200 

u 

Variegated-leaved  Elder, 

a 

48 

Heath. 

Rhododendron, 

a 

33 

Bignonia. 

Trumpet  Creeper, 

Vine, 

100 

u 

Bunge's  Catalpa, 

Shrub, 

10 

a 

Syringa-leaved  Catalpa, 

Iree, 

10 

ii 

Koempfer's  Catalpa, 

a 

25 

Figwort. 

Chinese  Pawlonia, 

a 

10 

Vervain. 

French  Mulberry, 

Shrub, 

5jo 

Night  Shade. 

Barbary  Box  Thorn, 

Vine, 

700 

Dogbane. 

Periwinkle, 

ii 

12 

Milkweed. 

Grecian  Silk, 

ii 

50 

Olive. 

Green-stemmed  Forsythia, 

Shrub, 

860 

(( 

Slender  Forsythia, 

a 

22 

a 

Common  Lilac, 

ii 

50 

u 

Persian  Lilac, 

ii 

30 

n 

Common  Privet, 

ii 

212 

u 

California  Privet, 

<( 

764 

u 

Flowering  Ash, 

Tree, 

8 

u 

Weeping  Ash, 

ii 

7 

u 

White  Ash, 

i» 

306 

Laurel. 

Sassafras, 

t( 

IOC 

Oleaster. 

Silver  Berry, 

Shrub, 

SO 

u 

Wild  Olive, 

ii 

so 

33 


Ordtt  or  Family. 

Common  Name.                             Tree,  I 

Shrub,  or  Vine.    No. 

Oleaster. 

Sea  Buckthorn, 

Shrub, 

47 

Spurge. 

Tree  Box, 

u 

5 

Nettle. 

Wych,  or  Scotch  Elm, 

Tree, 

38 

u 

English  Elm, 

u 

1024 

tl 

Huntington  Elm, 

tl 

10 

u 

Purple-leaved  Elm, 

u 

10 

u 

White  Elm, 

u 

993 

u 

Hackberry, 

u 

20 

Fig. 

White  Mulberry, 

it 

25 

Plane. 

Oriental  Plane, 

u 

no 

Walnut. 

Butternut, 

u 

25 

u 

Black  Walnut, 

u 

12 

u 

English  Walnut, 

u 

12 

u 

Hickory, 

u 

402 

Oak, 

English  Oak, 

u 

100 

(i 

Turkey  Oak, 

u 

10 

ti 

White  Oak, 

li 

250 

(( 

Pyramidal  Oak, 

u 

8 

(( 

Scarlet  Oak, 

(i 

250 

ti 

Spanish  Chestnut, 

u 

50 

^1 

Purple  Beech, 

i( 

50 

It 

Green  Beech, 

u 

22 

it 

n 

Weeping  Beech, 

« 

33 

n 

Purple  Filbert, 

Shrub, 

105 

tr 

Hop  Hornbeam, 

Iree, 

264 

M 

Hornbeam  Blue  Beech, 

(t 

264 

Birch. 

Sweet,  or  Cherry  Birch, 

u 

43 

n 

European  White  Birch, 

u 

40 

11 

Cut-leaved  Birch, 

u 

99 

•• 

tI7'l1 

European  Alder, 

a 

60 

Willow. 

Purple  Willow, 

Shrub, 

150 

(( 

Weeping  Kilmarnock  Willow, 

(( 

10 

u 

New  American  Willow, 

u 

10 

Shining  Willow, 

u 

3280 

1 

\ 

Rosemary-leaved  willow. 

ii 

350 

\ 

White  Poplar, 

Tree, 

10 

Weeping  Poplar, 

<i 

12 

'. 

Lombardy  Poplar, 

(( 

25 

34 

Order  or  Family.                Common  Name.  Tree,  Shrub,  or  Vine.     No. 

Willow.               Cottonwood  Poplar,  Tree,           12 

"                      Balsam  Poplar,  "              25 

Total  Deciduous  Trees, 11,050 

Shrubs, i7»502 

Vines, 1,301 


(t  it 


Total, 29,853 

Alders,  Dogwood,  and  other  shrubs  taken  from  swamps 

and  woods, 5,000 

34,853 

Evergreens. 

Pine.                   Austrian  Pine,  Tree,        495 

**                      Scotch  Pine,  ".           477 

**                      Ayacahuite  Pine,  "                2 

"                      Dwarf  Mountain  Pine,  **              1 6 

Jeffrey's                  "  "10 

Japan                     "  "              10 

White                     "  "           356 

"                      Himalayan             "  ''                i 

Swiss  Stone            "  "              43 

Pine  (Abies.)     White  Spruce,  "            177 

Norway  Spruce,  "•          952 

Himalayan  Spruce,  **              12 

Menzies'          "  "              19 

Eastern             "  "             44 

"                      Gregory's         "  "              30 

Hemlock          "  "           485 

"                      Douglass'         "  "10 

Pine  (Picea.)      Balsam  Fir,  "              ro 

Hudson's  Bay  Fir,  "               6 

**                      Cephalonian  Silver  Fir,  "              10 

Noble                    "  "10 

Nordman's            "  "50 

Cilician                 "  "               8 

Siberian                "  "10 

Larix.                 European  Larch,  "           254 

Weeping  Larch,  "               3 


it 


it 


ii 

(i 


35 

Order  or  Pwnily.                 Common  Name.  Tree,  Shrub,  or  Vine.    No. 

Larix.                Koempfer's  False  Larch,  Tree,  5 

Giant  Redwood  Larch,  "  5 

Cypress.             Southern  deciduous  Cypress,  "  10 

Japan  Retinispora,  "  53 

Lawson's  Cypress,  "  28 

Nootka  Sound  Cypress,  "  5 

American   Arbor  Vitae,  "  294 

Siberian          "         "  "  99 

Parsons*          "         "  •             "  20 

Heath-leaved "         "  "  8 

Tom  Thumb  "         "  "  8 

Plicate             "         "  "  32 

Nepal              "         "  "  25 

Common   Juniper,  "  16 

Irish                "  "  4 

Caucassian      "  "10 

I                  Savin               "  "  49 

Tamarisk-leaved  Savin,  "  11 

Red  Cedar,  "  118 

Glaucous  Red  Cedar,  "  49 

Libo-cedrus  decurrens,  **  12 

Chinese  Juniper,  "  2 

Scaled  Juniper,  "  10 

Japan  Yew,  "  37 

English  Yew,  "  17 

Horizontal  Yew,  "  33 

Compact  Yew,  "  27 

Variegated  Yew,  "  34 

Fortune's  Cephalotaxus,  "  50 

Yellow-fringed  Yew,  "  8 

Japan  Podocarpus,  "  12 

Maiden  Hair  Tree,  "  10 

'^^^^  Evergreens, 4,600 

Grand  Total. 

Deciduous  Trees,  Shrubs  and  Vines, 34,853 

^'^'g^eens, 4,600 

39A53 


« 

u 
(( 
i( 
l< 

Vew, 

(t 

t( 
(i 
« 
u 
(I 
(t 
(( 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT,  187 1. 


$19,221.93 

150,000.00 

.  3»i33oo 

3,282.11 

2,591.86 

99-43 

$178,328.33 

Abstract  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures. 


Improvement  Fund. 

Receipts. 

Balance  in  treasury,  Jan.  i,  187 1,  . 
Appropriated  by  Common  Council, 
Sale  of  houses,  lumber,  rent,  etc.,  . 
General  Fund,  1870,  advanced  for 

expenses, 

Maintenance  Fund,  187 1,  .  .  .  . 
Balance  in  Secretary  and  Treasurer's 

hands  on  account  of  pay  rolls, 

Disbursements, 

Construction, $55>S67-52 

Engineer  corps, 4,625.87 

Engineer's  office, 870.96 

Fertilizers, 1,607.25 

Horses,  vehicles,  cars  and  tramway,  5 ,905 -49 

Labor, 5i»5i9-63 

Plans  and  designs, 3>94i.85 

Office  expenses, 732.27 

Printing,  advertising  and  stationery,  461.39 

Teams, 21,091.06 

Tools,  implements  and  machinery,  .  10,941.36 

Trees,  shrubs  and  seeds,     ....  6,072.41 

Carried  forward, 163,337.06 


37 

Brought  forward,     ....      $163,337.06 

Superintendence, 1,318.43 

Engineers  of  road  roller  and  stone 

breaker, 1,127.60 

General  Fund,  1870,  for  advances,  .  3,282.11 

Miscellaneous, 776.71 

Balances  on  account  of  pay  rolls,    .  99-43 

General  Fund  order.  No.  1018,    .     .  34.82      169,976.16 

Balance  in  treasury,  Jan.  i,  1872,     .  $8>352.i7 


Maintenance  Fund. 

Receipts. 
Appropriated  by  Common  Council,  $8,519.45 

Disbursements. 

Salaries  of  Secretary,  Superintend- 
ent, Park  Keepers,  etc.,  ....  $3,830.79 

Office  expenses, 5^9-90 

Keeping  and  care  of  animals,      .     .  382.17 

Labor  and  repairs, 890.42 

Printing,  advertising  and  stationery,  226.16 

Miscellaneous, 7.25 

Improvement  fund  for  advances,      .  2,591.86         8,518.55 

Balance  to  General  Fund,  1872,  .90 


i 
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His  Honor  THE  MAYOR,  Ex^fficio, 

PASCAL  P.  PRATT,  JOHN  L.  ALBERGER, 

EDWARD  BENNETT,  DENNIS  BOWEN, 

BRITTON  HOLMES,  JOHN  GREINER, 

COOLEY  S.  CHAPIN,  SHERMAN  S.  JEWETT, 

EDWIN  T.  EVANS,  MICHAEL  MESMER, 

PATRICK  SMITH,  DE  WITT  C.  WEED. 


President. 

PASCAL  P.  PRATT. 

Secretary  and  Treasurer, 

WILLIAM  F.  ROGERS. 

Landscape  Architects. 

OLMSTED,   VAUX   &   CO. 

Engineer-in-  Chief. 

GEORGE   KENT  RADFORD. 

Superintendent. 

WILLIAM  McMillan. 


STANDING   COMMITTEES. 


Executive  Committee, 

PASCAL  P.  PRATT,  SHERMAN  S.  JEWETT, 

DENNIS  BOWEN,  EDWIN  T.  EVANS, 

DE  WITT  C.  WEED. 


Committee  on  Grounds, 

JOHN  L.  ALBERGER,        COOLEY  S.  CHaViN, 
JOHN  GREINER,  BRITTON  HOLMES. 


Auditing  Committee, 

ALEXANDER  BRUSH,       EDWARD  BENNETT, 
PATRICK  SMITH,  MICHAEL  MESMER. 


PARK  COMMISSIONERS'  RE  FOR  T. 


*  •  • 


To  the  Honorable  Common  Council  of  the  City 
of  Buffalo: 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
statute,  the  Park  Commissioners  respectfully  pre- 
sent to  your  honorable  body  their  third  annual 
report,  which  embraces  the  operations  of  the 
Board  during  the  year  1872. 

On  the  ninth  day  of  May  last  an  act  was 
passed  by  the  Legislature  authorizing  the  Mayor 
of  the  city  to  appoint,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Common  Council,  fifteen  cit- 
izens of  Buffalo  as  a  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners in  the  place  of  the  Park  Commissioners 
appointed  under  the  act  passed  April  fourteenth, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-nine.  The 
act  also  made  the  Mayor,  ex-officio^  a  member  of 
the  Board. 

By  virtue  of  this  authority  His^Honor  the 
Mayor  sent  to  the  Common  Council,  on  the 
twenty-seventh  day  of  May,  the  names  of  the 
following  gentlemen  to  constitute  a  new  Board 
of  Park  Commissioners,  with  the  terms  for  which 
they  were  respectively  appointed  : 


William  H.  Peabody,  A.  Porter  Thompson, 
John  Greiner,  Patrick  Smith  and  John  L. 
Alberger,  for  the  term  of  two  years. 

Michael  Mesmer,  Abraham  Altman,  Britton 
Holmes,  Sherman  S.  Jewett  and  De  Witt  C. 
Weed,  for  the  term  of  four  years. 

Edward  Bennett,  Cooley  S.  Chapin,  Edwin  T. 
Evans,  Dennis  Bowen  and  Pascal  P.  Pratt,  for 
the  term  of  six  years. 

Five  of  the  above  named  gentlemen  were 
members  of  the  former  Board. 

On  the  thirtieth  of  July  the  Common  Council 
confirmed  the  nominations  of  the  Mayor  with 
the  exception  of  Messrs.  Peabody,  Thompson 
and  Altman. 

Those  whose  nominations  were  confirmed  by 
the  Council  duly  qualified,  and  on  the  seventh 
day  of  August  organized  by  re-electing  Pascal 
P.  Pratt  as  President,  and  William  F.  Rogers 
as  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

The  act  also  provided  as  follows : 

"  Sec.  2.  For  the  purpose  of  laying  out,  im- 
proving and  embellishing  the  Park  or  Parks, 
approaches  thereto,  and  connecting  streets,  under 
the  act  to  which  this  is  an  amendment,  the  bonds 
of  the  City  of  Buffalo  to  such  an  amount,  not  ex- 
ceeding four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  as  shall 
be  necessary,  shall  be  issued  by  the  Mayor  and 
Comptroller  of  said  city,  from  time  to  time,  as 
the    same    shall    be    required   for  the   purposes 


aforesaid ;  provided,  however,  that  such  bonds 
shall  not  be  issued  to  exceed  in  amount  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  in  any  one  year,  and  that 
they  shall  not  be  disposed  of  or  sold  at  any  less 
than  their  face  or  par  value." 

While  this  provision  of  the  act  is  mandatory 
upon  the  Mayor  and  Comptroller  to  issue  the 
bonds,  it  remains  for  the  Council  to  fix  the  time 
of  payment. 

Work  was  started  early  in  April  with  a  small 
force,  and  continued  on  a  limited  scale  until  far 
in  June,  when  operations  were  fairly  commenced ; 
no  provision  having  been  made  by  the  Council 
until  the  eighth  of  July,  when  authority  was 
granted  to  the  Mayor  and  Comptroller  to  issue 
the  bonds  of  the  city  to  the  amount  of  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.  Up  to  this  time  the 
Board  were  compelled  to  depend  upon  the  unex- 
pended balance  in  the  treasury  from  the  preced- 
ing  year's  appropriation.  The  delay  occasioned 
by  the  want  of  funds  led  to  serious  embarrass- 
nient,  and  the  season  was  far  advanced  before  the 
Board  could  push  forward  the  work  in  earnest. 

Soon  after  the  appropriation  was  made  the 
new  Board  of  Commissioners  entered  upon  their 
duties.  A  personal  inspection  of  the  work  then 
in  progress,  was  made  by  them,  and  measures 
were  at  once  adopted  for  continuing  it. 

They  became  aware  that  to  continue  the  con- 
struction of  stone  roads  as  contemplated  by  the 


} 
^ 


plan  would  consume  the  entire  appropriation, 
and  make  it  necessary  to  abandon  the  work  of 
embellishment  for  some  time.  The  Board,  there- 
fore, determined  to  cause  the  parkways  and 
drives  to  be  graded  and  drained,  and  placed  in  a 
condition  to  be  used  by  the  public  as  dirt  roads. 
This,  it  was  believed,  would  make  them  good 
driveways  during  the  greater  portion  of  the  sum- 
mer and  fall,  at  a  comparatively  moderate  cost, 
and  at  the  same  time  enable  the  Board  to  con- 
tinue other  works  of  paramount  importance. 

The  report  of  the  Chief  Engineer  shows  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  work  carried  on  during 
the  year.  On  account  of  the  want  of  rain  dur- 
ing the  autumn  months,  followed  by  a  very  severe 
winter,  those  portions  of  the  Park  seeded  down 
the  previous  year  were  seriously  damaged,  re- 
quiring much  of  it  to  be  worked  over  and  re- 
seeded  last  spring.  In  addition  a  large  amount 
of  grading  and  finishing  of  surfaces,  and  seeding 
has  been  accomplished,  while  some  portions, 
though  graded,  have  been  left  rough  plowed  to 
be  finished  up  during  the  next  season.  Almost 
the  entire  area  has  been  thoroughly  underdrained. 
The  work  on  the  several  parkways  has  been 
prosecuted  with  all  the  force  that  could  be 
obtained,  and  continued  until  the  middle  of 
November,  when  the  state  of  the  weather  pre- 
vented the  further  prosecution  of  this  work. 
Early  in  August  the  Bridge  over  the  Lake  was 
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completed  and  a  new  avenue  to  the  Park  opened 
from  Delaware  street  through  Chapin  Parkway, 
Soldier's  Place  and  Lincoln  Parkway.  The  dike 
bank  in  the  Lake  was  removed,  the  old  buildings 
formerly  used  as  a  slaughter-house  razed,  and 
the  slopes  of  the  north  bank  completed.  The 
transition  of  its  rough  features  to  those  of  grace- 
ful and  pleasing  forms  lent  new  charms  to  the 
scenery.  The  several '  photographic  views  pre- 
j  sented  herewith,  cannot  fail  to  convince  all  how 

beautiful  the  grounds  bordering  on  the  Lake  can 
be  made  to  appear  at  no  distant  day. 
j  The  water  in  the  Lake  has  not  been  allowed 

to  rise  to  the  height  intended,  during  the  year. 
I  It  was  allowed  to  escape  through  the  sluiceways 

J  in  the   dam  bank  in  order  to  prevent  the  over- 

j  flow  of  that  portion  east  of  the  present  line  of 

Delaware  street.  The  work  of  excavating  this 
part  of  the  Lake  was  commenced  early  in  October. 
As  it  proceeded  it  became  evident  from  the  pecul- 
iar nature  of  the  soil,  that  the  work  ought  to  be 
continued  and  completed  during  the  cold  weather. 
In  its  unfinished  state  it  has  largely  detracted 
from  the  interest  which  the  public  must  natur- 
ally feel  in  the  progress  of  the  work.  We  con- 
sider the  early  completion  of  the  Lake  to  be  a 
work  of  paramount  importance,  not  only  as  com- 
pleting this  most  essential  and  beautiful  feature 
of  the  Park  design,  but  for  sanitary  reasons  as 
well.     No  one  could  visit  the   Park  during  the 
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summer  without  having  the  offensiveness  of  this 
swamp  brought  prominently  to  his  notice,  and 
we  felt  that  we  should  not  be  doing  our  duty  to 
the  public  if  we  allowed  the  nuisance  to  exist 
for  another  season.  We  therefore  decided  to 
undertake  the  execution  of  the  work  during  this 
winter,  and  from  the  progress  already  made,  we 
have  every  reason  to  expect,  unless  prevented 
by  unforeseen  causes,  that  it  will  be  completed 
early  in  the  spring. 

By  an  exchange  of  land  with  the  Rev.  J,  C 
Lord,  and  arrangement  with  the  Buffalo  City 
Cemetery  Association,  we  have  been  enabled  to 
proceed  with  the  formation  of  the  new  route  of 
Delaware  street,  rendered  necessary  by  the  con- 
struction of  the  Lake,  without  requiring  the  pur- 
chase of  additional  territory.  Legislative  action 
will  be  required  to  consummate  this  arrangement 
with  Dr.  Lord. 

Operations  at "  The  Front"  commenced  in  July 
and  continued  up  to  the  sixteenth  of  November. 
The  roads  and  walks  have  been  graded  and 
drained.  A  hedge  of  shrubbery  has  been  planted 
on  the  terrace  bank  and  the  slopes  next  the 
canal  sodded. 

Authority  has  been  obtained  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  allow  the  Board  to  improve  the 
Fort  grounds  in  connection  with  "  The  Front." 
Under  this  authority  it  is  proposed  to  lay  out 
and  extend  the  drives  and  walks  into  the  Fort 
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g^'ounds,  and  along  the  crest  of  the  slope  to 
"The  Bank,"  thus  practically  opening  them  to  the 
public  as  pleasure  grounds.     A  glance  at  the 
Jnap  will  show  the  improvements  contemplated 
in  this  connection.     It   is  the    purpose  of  the 
Board  to  transplant  on  "  The  Front,"  by  means 
of  a  machine  constructed  for  the  purpose,  a  large 
number  of  trees  from  the  Prospect  Hill  parks 
and  other  localities,  of  large  growth,  which  in 
the  course  of  a  year  or  two  will   give   these 
grounds  a  park-like  appearance  which  would  re- 
quire a  score  of  years  to  produce. 

Little  in  the  way  of  improvements  has  been 

^Uempted  during  the  last  year  at  "  The  Parade." 

^^  fact  nothing  more  can   be  accomplished  in 

^^is  direction  until  the  new  street  on  the  north 

3nd  east  of  the  Parade  is  completed.     As  the 

Council  has  taken  steps  to  open  new  streets  to 

'^ert  the  traffic  around  instead  of  through  these 

^'"ounds,  the  Board  must  of  necessity  wait  until 

^y  ^re  thrown  open  to  the  public  before  they 

^    ^aiise  the  drives  and  walks  and  other  work 

^*^   €ast  end  to  be  completed. 

.     ^>*ly  the  coming  summer  all  the  roadways 

will       "^ 

t>^  placed  in  a  condition    for   public   use. 

^  "^^^ork  of  constructing  foot  paths,  bridle  roads 

^        finishing  up  the  borders  will  then  be  under- 

t^^^n.    Attention  will  be  given  to  the  transplant- 

\tv§  of  trees  and  such  other  ornamentation  to  as 

gf^^t  an  extent  as  the    means    placed   at   our 
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disposal  will  allow.  While  the  sum  which  the 
Common  Council  is  authorized  to  appropriate 
annually  for  these  improvements,  is  not  as  large, 
for  the  present,  at  least,  as  the  Board  would 
wish,  and  while  a  larger  sum  might  be  advanta- 
geously expended,  we  are  determined  that  what 
is  done  under  our  auspices  shall  be  well  done. 

The  vacant  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Parks 
are  eagerly  sought  after.  New  buildings  are 
constantly  being  erected,  and  our  population 
is  gradually  but  steadily  creeping  towards  its 
borders. 

With  this  fact  in  view  it  may  not  be  amiss  to 
call  the  attention  of  your  honorable  body  to  the 
importance  of  causing  a  survey  to  be  made  of 
the  whole  northern  and  eastern  portion  of  the 
city,  with  the  view  of  having  the  streets  so  laid 
out  to  harmonize  with  a  general  system,  with 
the  Parks  and  their  approaches  as  the  objective 
points.  It  is  not  too  soon  now  to  block  out  the 
vacant  lands  within  the  city  limits  and  mark  the 
lines  of  streets  which  must  at  no  distant  day  be 
required  for  that  section  of  the  city.  The  sug- 
gestion on  this  subject  contained  in  the  recent 
message  of  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  is  one  that 
ought  to  commend  itself  to  your  judgment  and 
result  in  speedy  and  decisive  action.  The  adop- 
tion of  some  general  plan  as  here  indicated 
would  enhance  the  value  of  the  land  and  bring 
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it  speedily  into  market,  soon  to  be  occupied  by 
suburban  homes. 

In  the  prosecution  of  the  Park  work  up  to 
the  present,  we  have  carefully  studied  economy. 
Nothing  has  been  undertaken  but  what  was 
considered  absolutely  necessary  to  produce  the 
desired  effect,  and  to  lay  a  good  foundation  for 
future  embellishment ;  and,  as  step  by  step  we 
progress  in  carrying  out  the  plans  we  have 
adopted,  and  the  various  portions  of  our  archi- 
tect's design  grow  into  shape  and  meaning,  the 
more  convinced  we  feel  that  we  are  proceeding 
in  the  right  path,  and  that  by  a  continuance  of 
the  same  policy  we  shall  be  enabled  to  present 
the  people  of  Buffalo  with  a  system  of  pleasure 
grounds  unsurpassed  in  some  features  of  nat- 
ural and  improved  beauty,  by  any  Park  in  this 
country,  and  accomplished  at  a  cost  which  will 
bear  favorable  comparison  with  any. 

We  believe  this  feeling  is  not  confined  to  our- 
selves, but  that  the  public  are  also  beginning  to 
appreciate  the  advantages  of  the  Park,  incom- 
plete as  it  is,  and  to  value  it  accordingly,  as  the 
numerous  visitors  all  through  the  season  have 
testified ;  and  when  another  year  or  so  shall 
have  enabled  us  to  complete  our  connections, 
our  "  rough  places  have  been  made  smooth," 
and  fresh  beauties  are  developed,  we  feel  con- 
fident there  will  be  but  one  verdict — that  of 
approval. 
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The  Commissioners  acknowledge  the  able  and 
faithful  manner  in  which  Mr.  George  Kent  Rad- 
ford, Chief  Engineer,  has  discharged  his  impor- 
tant duties.  They  also  bear  testimony  to  the 
energy  and  efficiency  of  Mr.  William  McMillan 
in  superintending  the  work. 

A  detailed  statement  of  the  expenditures  made 
by  the  Commissioners  has  been  filed  with  the 
City  Clerk,  and  an  abstract  thereof  is  appended 
hereto. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Pascal  P.  Pratt,  President, 
Alexander  Brush, 
Edward  Bennett, 
Britton  Holmes, 
Cooley  S.  Chapin, 
Edwin  T.  Evans, 
Patrick  Smith, 
John  L.  Alberger, 
Dennis  Bowen, 
John  Greiner, 
Sherman  S.  Jewett, 
Michael  Mesmer, 
De  Witt  C.  Weed. 

January  lo,  1873. 


ENGINEERS  REPORT. 


Engineer's  Office,  January  i,  1873. 

To  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  of  the 
City  of  Buffalo : 

Gentlemen:  I  beg  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  operations  during  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  seventy-two  : 

Work  was  started  early  in  April,  but  owing  to 
scarcity  of  labor,  and  other  causes,  it  was  June 
before  operations  fairly  commenced,  since  which 
time  they  have  been  continued  with  gradually 
increasing  force  up  to  the  present. 

The  laboring  force  has  averaged  as  follows : 


Lab. 

Teams. 

Lab.  Teams. 

April,     .     . 

.         30 

5 

September, 

266         41 

May,      .     . 

.        43 

4 

October,     .     . 

•       245          16 

June,      .     . 

.      .        85 

10 

November, 

.       300          20 

July,       .     . 

.      136 

17 

December, 

•     309         7 

August,       .     . 

.      241 

33 

Drai 

NING. 

• 

The  wood  and  the  area  situated  north  and 
north-west  of  the  Drive  from  the  Lake  Bridge 
to  Amherst  street,  has  been  tile-drained. 
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The  tiles  and  pipes  laid,  including  those  for 
the  Road  drainage,  which  are  generally  com- 
bined with  the  land  drainage,  have  been : 

26,000  feet  lin.  of  i3i  inch  collar  tile. 
1,900  feet  lin.  of  3     inch  collar  tile. 
2,077  f^ct  lin.  of  4     inch  socket  pipe. 
1,512  feet  lin.  of  6     inch  socket  pipe. 
836  feet  lin.  of  9     inch  socket  pipe. 


Total,      32,325  feet,  or  6.12  miles. 

Grading,  Surfacing,  Preparing  for  and 

Seeding. 

Owing  to  the  drought  of  last  fall,  and  the 
severe  winter  following,  the  area  seeded  down 
last  year,  was  much  damaged,  and  consequently 
had  to  be  worked  over  and  partially  re-seeded 
this  spring. 

The  area  between  the  South  Drive  and  the 
old  line  of  Chapin  street,  eight  and  one-half 
acres  in  extent,  was  graded,  finished  and  seeded 
down  early  in  May.  Sixteen  acres  situated  to 
the  north  and  north-west  of  the  Drive,  east  and 
west  of  Delaware  street,  have  been  graded  and 
worked  over,  and  left  rough  plowed  for  finishing 
during  next  season. 

The  north  bank  of  the  Lake,  between  the 
Bridge  and  Delaware  street,  has  been  graded 
and  formed  and  left  rough  plowed. 
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The  removal  of  the  old  slaughter-house  build- 
ings, the  filling  up  of  the  cellars  and  other  exca- 
vations, and  the  grading  and  work  generally, 
required  to  reduce  this  part  of  the  bank  to  its 
present  shape,  have  necessitated  a  very  consid- 
erable expenditure  of  labor. 

The  stone  and  brick  from  the  building  have 
been  hauled  to  the  site  of  the  intended  Bridge 
ov^er  Delaware  street  for  use  in  the  construction 
thereof.  A  large  amount  of  grading  and  shap- 
ing have  also  been  executed  in  the  south-west 
corner  of  the  Park,  the  material  from  which  was 
mainly  taken  to  close  up  the  gap  left  in  the 
Dam  bank 

Lake. 

The  Dike  bank  which  remained  over  from  last 
year  has  been  removed,  and  the  bottom  cleaned 
up. 

The  gap  in  the  Dam  bank  has  been  closed, 
and  a  sluice  constructed  therein,  so  as  to  be  able 
to  drain  the  water  out  of  the  Lake,  at  any  time 
it  may  be  found  necessary  or  convenient. 

The  excavation  of  the  part  east  of  Delaware 
street  was  commenced  early  in  October,  has  been 
continued  up  to  the  present  time  with  .all  the 
force  procurable,  and  is  expected  to  be  completed 
early  in  the  spring. 

By  executing  this  work  during  the  winter  sea- 
son, we  are  enabled  to  procure  sufficient  men  at 
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reasonable  wages,  and  thus  provide  a  large  num- 
ber with  employment  at  a  time  when  they  would 
have  been  almost  idle ;  we  avoid  the  chance  of 
causing  disease  by  the  exposure  of  so  much 
swamp  material  to  the  atmosphere  during  sum- 
mer, and  we  practically  save  a  season  in  the 
carrying  out  of  the  Park  design. 

Notwithstanding  the  drought  of  the  last  two 
years,  the  springs  supplying  the  Lake  have 
proved  more  than  sufficient  to  compensate  for 
the  evaporation,  and  we  may  therefore  fairly 
presume  that  there  will  be  no  trouble  in  the 
future  as  to  water. 

The  islands  have  been  planted  with  willows, 
flowering  shrubs,  etc.        ' 


Bridge  over  Lake. 

This   Bridge  was  completed  and  opened  for 
traffic  in  August. 


Drives  and  Parkways. 

The  Drive  from  the  temporary  bridge  east  of 
Delaware  street  to  the  Lake  Bridge,  two  thou- 
sand and  seventy-five  feet  in  length ;  the  South 
Bridge  approach  and  entrance  Drive,  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  feet ;  the  Center  Drive, 
fifty  feet  wide  on  Lincoln  Parkway,  one  thousand 
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seven  hundred  and  eighty  feet ;  a  portion  of 
Soldiers  Place,  five  hundred  feet ;  one  Drive  on 
Chapin  Parkway,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
thirty  feet;  in  all,  seven  thousand  and  sixty  feet; 
have  been  graded,  and  were  opened  for  traffic  as 
dirt  roads  in  August. 

The  carriage  concourse,  near  Delaware  street, 
has  been  graded,  and  another  concourse  formed 
on  the  knoll  north-east  of  the  Bridge,  which  it  is 
believed  makes  a  valuable  addition  to  the  ori- 
ginal design.  A  portion  of  the  second  Drive, 
on  Chapin  Parkway,  has  also  been  graded,  and 
a  considerable  amount  of  work  has  been  execu- 
ted on  Bidwell  Parkway,  the  work  on  the  latter 
having  been  prosecuted  as  long  as  the  weather 
would  permit. 

The  silt  basins  and  road  drainage  for  thie 
Drives  north  of  the  Lake,  have  been  completed. 
Humboldt  Parkway  has  been  graded  for  one 
road  throughout,  and  partially  for  two,  from  the 
"  Parade "  to  Steele  street,  a  distance  of  eight 
thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  and  from 
Main  street  to  the  circle,  a  distance  of  nine  hun- 
dred and  fifty-five  feet,  for  three  roads. 

Four  silt  basins  and  connections  have  been 
built  near  Ferrj'  street,  with  a  temporary  dis- 
charge into  a  land  drain,  and  other  tiles  and 
pipes  have  been  laid  as  a  part  of  the  road  drain- 
age between  Delavan  Avenue  and  Steele  street, 
with  temporary  outlets. 
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About  two  months'  work  in  the  spring,  will,  it 
is  expected,  so  far  complete  Humboldt  Parkway, 
Bidwell  Parkway,  and  "The  Avenue,"  as  to  pro- i 
vide  a  practicable  Drive  from  "The  Front"  tol 
"The  Parade,"  a  distance  of  six  and  four  one-f 
hundredths    miles,   and    thus    open    the   whol^ 
system  of  Parks,  Parkways  and  Avenues. 

A   temporary   but   substantial    timber    trusi 
bridge,  with  two  roadways,  has  been  constructed] 
over  Scajaquada  Creek  on  the  line  of  Humboldi 
Parkway. 

This  bridge  is  intended  to  be  replaced  by  a] 
stone  or  iron   structure,  in  a  position    further] 
north,  when  the  Parkway  is  completed  to  its  full 
width  and  design. 


Diversion  of  Delaware  Street. 


By  means   of  a  mutually   advantageous  ex-  i 
change  of  land  between  the  city  and  Rev.  J.  C. 
Lord,  we  have  been  enabled  to  lay  out  the  diver- 
sion of  Delaware  street,  rendered  necessary  by   I 
the  formation  of  the   Lake,  in  such  a  manner  as   : 
to  secure  an  easier  gradient  for  the  street,  and  a 
better  boundary  for  the  Park,  without  necessi- 
tating the  purchase  of  more  land. 

The  grading  of  the  portion  from  Forest  Av-    | 
enue  to  Scajaquada  Creek  is  accomplished,  and 
the  remainder  is  in  progress. 


.AJ. 


i 


21 

The  foundations  of  the  bridge  over  the  Creek 
I         are  constructed  to  above  low  water  line,  ready 
for  the  masonry  and  superstructure,  which  will 
be    commenced    as    early  as  practicable  in  the 
spring. 

"The  Front." 

Operations  on  "  The  Front "  were  commenced 
in  July  and  continued  until  the  sixteenth  of 
November. 

The  works  executed  have  been  the  grading  of 
the  roads  and  walks,  the  silt  basins  and  road 
drainage,  surface  grading  and  forming,  hedge 
planting  on  the  Terrace  bank,  and  the  grading, 
forming  and  sodding  of  the  slopes  next  the  canal. 
The  execution  of  the  latter  works  has  involved 
the  expenditure  of  a  considerable  amount  of 
labor,  but  I  think  that  the  result  has  justified 
the  outlay. 

By  the  courtesy  of  the  Fort  authorities  in 
permitting  and  co-operating  in  the  formation  of 
a  temporary  connection  with  the  Fort  roads,  the 
public  are  now  enabled  to  drive  into  the  Fort 
grounds,  and  so  get  the  advantage  of  the  view 
from  the  Point,  in  anticipation  of  the  completion 
of  the  plan  for  this  part,  as  designed  by  Messrs. 
Olmsted  and  Vaux. 
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The  tiles  and  pipes  laid  are : 

5,395  feet  lin.  of  i?i  inch  collar  tile. 

625  feet  lin.  of  3     inch  collar  tile. 

522  feet  lin.  of  4     inch  socket  pipe. 
2,614  ^^ct  lin.  of  6     inch  socket  pipe. 

314  feet  lin.  of  9     inch  socket  pipe. 

Total,       9,470  feet. 

19  Silt  Basins  have  been  constructed. 

"The  Parade." 

Such  portions  of  the  grass  on  the  "  Parade " 
ground  as  had  been  winter-killed,  were  re-seeded 
in  the  spring,  but  it  is  still  impracticable  to  com- 
plete the  drives,  walks,  and  other  work  at  the 
east  end,  until  Walden  street  is  closed. 

The  drainage  of  the  eastern  part  is  also  seri- 
ously inconvenienced  from  the  want  of  a  con- 
nection with  the  sewer  on  Genesee  street. 

Maintenance. 

The  Lawn  in  The  Park  has  been  constantly 
and  regularly  mown  throughout  the  season, 
as  also  the  "Parade"  and  "Play  Ground"  at 
"The  Front." 

The  Macadamised  Drive  on  the  Park  has 
been  maintained  in  thorough  order  with  the 
expenditure  of  a  few  loads  of  gravel. 

The  Drives  have  been  sprinkled  during  the 
summer,  and  a  second  sprinkler  purchased,  but 
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until  a  supply  of  water  is  provided  in  suitable 
positions*  on  the  Park  and  Drives,  we  cannot 
succeed  (within  reasonable  expenditure)  in 
keeping  the  Drives  as  free  from  dust  as  is 
desirable. 

A  ready  and  accessible  supply  of  water  is  also 
necessary  for  the  gardening  department. 

The  Prospect  Parks  have  been  in  regular 
charge  of  a  keeper,  who  has  had  them  mown, 
and  attended  to  the  walks,  etc. 

The  Nurseries  have  been  kept  in  order,  and 
are  in  good  and  healthy  condition ;  a  considera- 
ble number  of  cuttings  have  been  taken  from 
the  shrubs,  which  have  mostly  struck  and  flour- 
ished, thus  adding  to  our  stock  at  a  nominal 
expense. 

The  deer,  now  three  in  number,  are  still  in  the 
keeping  of  Mr.  Jewett,  but  it  is  hoped  that  next 
season  we  may  be  able  to  arrange  some  plan  by 
which  they  can  be  brought  into  the  Park,  and  so 
form  the  nucleus  of  the  future  herd. 

A  tree-lifting  and  moving  machine  is  under 
construction,  which  will  enable  us  to  plant  "  The 
Front"  and  other  places  with  full  grown  trees, 
and  so  produce  in  a  single  season  the  effect  of  a 
growth  of  twenty  or  more  years. 

The  cars  and  track  have  been  in  use  more 
or  less  all  the  working  season,  and  are  now  in 
operation  grading  for  the  diversion  of  Delaware 
street. 
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The  works  undertaken  during  the  past  year 
have  been  executed  by  our  own  force ;  those  at 
"The  Front"  under  John  Smith,  and  those  on 
Humboldt  Parkway  under  John  Gurr,  as  foremen, 
and  the  whole  under  the  active  and  immediate 
superintendence  of  Mr.  William  McMillan,  whose 
services,  as  heretofore,  have  been  thoroughly 
and  efficiently  rendered 

George  Kent  Radford, 

Chief  Engineer. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT,  1S72. 
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Abstract  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures. 


Improvement  Fund. 

Receipts. 

Balance  in  treasury,  Jan.  i,  1872,     .     . 

From  sale  of  old  buildings  and  lumber,  $724.00 


$8,352.17 


From  sale  of  horse,     .... 

From  sale  of  hay, 

From  sale  of  trees  and  shrubs, 
From  Maintenance  Fund,     .     . 
Appropriated  by  Common  Council, 


.   124.00 

•  134.00 

•  42.37 
3»435-48 

100,000.00  $104,459.85 


$112,812.02 


Disbursements. 


For  construction  account, 
For  Engineer  Corps,  .  . 
For  Engineer's  office,  .  . 
For  teams  and  labor,  .  . 
For  plans  and  designs, 
For  tools  and  implements, 
For  trees,  shrubs  and  seeds, 
For  printing  and  advertising. 

For  fertilizers, 

For  fuel, 

For  miscellaneous,        .     .     . 


$11,551-48 

3,435-48 

362.00 

88,880.42 

1,310.00 

3,007-49 
1,121.13 

129.00 

100.00 

51.68 

330.28  $110,278.96 


Balance  in  treasury,  Dec.  31,  1872. 
4 


$2,533.06 


J 
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Maintenance  Fund. 

Receipts, 

Amount  appropriated  by  Common  Council,  $13,500.00 

Disbursements. 

For  Engineer  Corps, S5>336.94 

For  salaries  of  officers,      ....  4,728.45 

For  office  expenses, 550-i^ 

For  keeping  and  care  of  animals,  .  813.67 

For  teams  and  labor, 2,346.61 

For  printing  and  stationery,       .     .  262.25 

For  tools  and  implements,     .     .     .  626.63 

For  repairs, 304-95 

For  fertilizers, 35400 

For  miscellaneous, 116.23    $15,439.91 

Amount  over  drafts,     ....  $i)939*9^ 


1 


/ 


1 

i 

1 


•^      i 


1* 


1 


•^ 


t 


u 


1 


.y 


s^ 


L 


«     « 


% 


FOURTH  AMNb'AL  REl'C 


•  )F     I  IIE 


BXJ  FFALO  P/ 


C7  OMAnSSIONE  R  S 


JANUARY,  1874. 


BUFFALO: 
OF    WARREN.    JOHNSON 

Office  of  the  Daily  Courier.  197  Main  Street. 
1874. 


FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


BUFFALO  PARK 


COMMISSIONERS. 


JANUARY,  1874. 


BUFFALO; 
PRESS    OF    WARREN,    JOHNSON    &   CO. 


KAHVABO  C0LL£3E    liBIAHf 

GIFT  OF 

WARREN  H.  MAN^lNfl 

NOV     13     :-25 


COMMISSIONERS. 


His  Honor  THE  MAYOR,  Ex-^fficio. 


PASCAL  P.  PRATT, 


JOHN  L.  ALBERGER, 


EDWARD  BENNETT,         DENNIS  BOWEN, 


BRITTON  HOLMES, 


JOHN  GREINER, 


COOLEY  S.  CHAPIN,  SHERMAN  S.  JEWETT, 


EDWIN  T.  EVANS, 
PATRICK  SMITH, 


MICHAEL  MESMER, 
DE  WITT  C.  WEED. 


President, 


PASCAL  P.  PRATT. 


Secretary  and  Treasurer, 

WILLIAM  F.  ROGERS. 


General  Superintendent. 

WILLIAM  McMillan. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 


Executive  Committee. 


PASCAL  P.  PRATT, 
DENNIS  BOWEN, 


SHERMAN  S.  JEWETT, 
EDWIN  T.  EVANS, 


DE  WITT  C.  WEED. 


Committee  on  Grounds. 


JOHN  L.  ALBERGER,        COOLEY  S.  CHAPIN, 


JOHN  GREINER, 


BRITTON  HOLMES. 


Auditing'  Committee. 


LEWIS  P.  DAYTON, 
PATRICK  SMITH, 


EDWARD  BENNETT, 
MICHAEL  MESMER. 


1 


PARK  COMMISSIONERS'  REPORT. 


-»-•- 


To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council  of  the 
City  of  Buffalo : 

In  presenting  to  your  honorable  body  their 
Fourth  Annual  Report,  the  Park  Commissioners 
beg  leave  to  tender  their  acknowledgments  to 
the  Common  Council  and  city  officers  for  their 
co-operation  in  the  work  of  improving  and  main- 
taining the  system  of  Parks  committed  to  the 
Board. 

The  expenditures  during  the  past  year,  on 
account  of  improvements,  amounted  to  $105,- 
216.92.  The  receipts  during  the  same  time, 
including  the  amount  appropriated  by  the  Com- 
mon Council,  were  $103,620.27,  which,  with  the 
balance  remaining  in  the  Treasury  at  the  close 
of  the  year  1872,  of  $2,533.04,  made  a  total  of 
$106,153.31,  leaving  a  balance  in  the  Treasury 
on  the  31st  of  December  last  of  $936.39. 

There  was  expended  for  maintenance  during 
the  year  1873,  the  sum  of  $12,555.94  against 
$13,000  appropriated  by  the  Council. 
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The  cost  of  the  work  of  improvement  since 
the  commencement  of  operations  in  1870,  is 
$41 1,760.76.  The  expenses  attending  the  acqui- 
sition of  the  land  amounted  to  $304,489.35, 
making  in  the  aggregate  the  sum  of  $716,250,1 1. 
The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  receipts  and 
expenditures  during  each  year : 

Receipts. 

Amount  appropriated  by  Common  Council  in 

1870, $350,000.00 

Amount  appropriated  by  Common  Council  in 

187 1, 150,000.00 

From  sale  of  old  buildings,  etc.,  in  1871,     .     .  9,106.40 

From  Common  Council  in  1872, 100,000.00 

From  sale  of  old  buildings,  etc.,  in  1872,    .     .  4>459-83 

From  Common  Council  in  1873 100,000.00 

From  sale  of  old  buildings,  hay,  grass,  earth, 

etc.,  in  1873, 3,620.27 

Total, $717,186.50 

Expenditures. 

For  payment  of  awards  of  lands 

in  1870, $294,065.71 

For   expenses   acquiring   title    to 

lands  in  1870, 10,423.64 

For  improvements  during  the  year 

1870, 26,288.72 

For  improvements  during  the  year 

1871, 169,976.16 

For  improvements  during  the  year 

1872, 110,278.96 

For  improvements  during  the  year 

1873, 105,216.92     716,250.11 

Balance  in  treasury  Dec.  31, 1873, $93^-39 


In  carrying  out  the  general  plan  of  the  Park 

Architects,  the  Commissioners  entered  upon  the 

execution  of  such  parts  as  would  make  the  Parks 

accessible  to  the  public  in  the  shortest  possible 

time.    The  clearing  up  and  grading  the  rough 

surfaces ;  tiling,  plowing,  seeding  and  preparing 

stock  for  future  use  in  planting,  demanded  early 

attention.     The  excavation  and  formation  of  the 

Lake;  opening  parkways  and  avenues — all  works 

of  paramount    importance — have   been  pushed 

forward  vigorously,  with  all  the  force  that  could 

b^  conveniently  handled.     A  practicable  drive 

0^  over  six  miles,  connecting  "The  Front"  with 

"^he  Parade"  through  the  main  Park,  has  been 

^P^ned  and  graded  during  the  past  year,  afford- 

^^S  a.  much  greater  stretch   of  pleasure  travel 

than   the  public  have  ever  before  enjoyed  within 

^"^    limits  of  the  city,  which,  together  with  the 

^^^''a.ctions  afforded  by  the  pleasure  row-boats 

^^  tHe  Lake  have  largely  increased  the  number 

visitors  during  the  year. 

l"o  provide  for  the  proper  care  and  protection 
^Hose  portions  of  the  grounds  which  may  be 
^^'^^idered  as  partially  or  practically  finished,  as 
^^^1  as  keeping  in  repair  the  parkways  and  ap- 
P^^^ches,  it  will  be  necessary  for  your  honorable 
DC>ciy  to  grant  from  the  General  Fund  a  larger 
^^^  for  maintenance  than  has  heretofore  been 
^^Wed. 
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The  proceedings  taken  by  the  Council  to 
acquire  the  land  for  opening  an  avenue  from 
"  The  Parade"  southerly  to  Seneca  street  having 
been  consummated,  the  construction  of  this  new 
approach  will  be  commenced  as  early  as  prac- 
ticable in  the  spring.  Before  any  work  is 
attempted  in  this  direction,  the  Board  respect- 
fully call  your  attention  to  the  absolute  neces- 
sity of  at  once  taking  steps  to  procure  a  general 
and  comprehensive  plan  for  draining  that  section 
of  the  city. 

Before  determining  any  plan  for  the  improve- 
ment of  Niagara  Square  and  the  Cazenovia 
Parks  the  Board  propose  to  consult  and  advise 
with  the  architects  who  have  furnished  the  plans 
for  the  general  parks.  A  work  so  important 
ought  not  to  be  undertaken  without  careful  and 
deliberate  study. 

The  Commissioners  invite  the  attention  of 
the  Common  Council  to  the  Report  of  the  Gen- 
eral Superintendent,  which  is  appended  hereto, 
for  a  more  detailed  account  of  the  work  prose- 
cuted during  the  past  year.  They  take  this 
occasion  to  acknowledge  the  energy,  persever- 
ance and  ability  with  which  Mr.  McMillan  has 
discharged  the  arduous  and  responsible  duties 
of  his  office. 

A  statement  in  detail  of  the  expenditures  dur- 
ing the  year  1873  has  been  filed  in  the  office  of 
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the   Comptroller,  an  abstract  of  which  is  here- 
with presented 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Pascal  P.  Pratt,  President, 
Lewis  P.  Dayton, 
Edward  Bennett, 
Britton  Holmes, 
CooLEY  S.  Chapin, 
Edwin  T.  Evans, 
Patrick  Smith, 
John  L.  Alberger, 
Dennis  Bowen, 
John  Greiner, 
Sherman  S.  Jewett, 
De  Witt  C.  Weed, 
Michael  Mesmer, 

January  12,  1874. 
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SUPERINTENDENTS  REPORT. 


General  Superintendent's  Office, 
Buffalo,  January  i,  1874, 

To  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners: 

Gentlemen :  I  herewith  respectfully  present 
a  report  of  the  work  done  on  the  parks  during 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-three  : 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  work  of 
excavating  the  bed  of  the  Lake  on  the  east  side 
of  the  former  hne  of  Delaware  street,  and  the 
grading  of  a  new  line  for  this  street  around  the 
head  of  the  Lake,  were  being  energetically  pro5v- 
ecuted  with  a  large  force  of  men.  All  of  this 
work  that  could  be  advantageously  done  during 
the  winter,  including  the  practical  completion  of 
this  section  of  the  Lake,  was  finished  on  the 
eighth  of  March,  when  the  force  employed  was 
discharged. 

The  general  work  of  the  season  was  resumed 
on  the  fourteenth  of  April.  The  principal  work 
done  has  been  the  shaping,  seeding  and  planting 
of  the  Lake  banks,  and  other  portions  of  the 
grounds  worked    over    but    left    unfinished    the 
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previous  year :  the  opening  of  the  new  line  ol 
Delaware  street  through  the  Park  grounds,  the 
opening  of  additional  portions  of  Humboldt 
Parkway,  the  opening  of  the  Drive  on  Bid  well 
Parkway,  and  the  opening  of  The  Avenue 

The  force  was  discharged  on  the  ninth  of  Au- 
gust, at  which  time  "  The  Avenue "  had  been 
worked  to  sub-grade  throughout  From  that 
date  until  the  sixth  of  December,  little  work 
was  done,  except  that  required  in  the  general 
care  and  maintenance  of  the  grounds. 

The  daily  force  employed  during  each  month 
of  the  year,  has  averaged  as  follows : 

Foremen.      Laborers.      Teams. 

January, i6  416  7 

February, 15  385  3 

March,        '4  70  3 

April, 6  142  II 

May, II  210  36 

June, 10  160  38 

July, 6  .80  27 

August, 3  27  10 

September, i  10  2 

October, i  10  2 

November, o  3  o 

December, 2  26  4 

The  new  portion  of  the  Lake  has  an  area  of 
fourteen  acres.  The  quantity  of  excavation  was 
about  one  hundred  and  ten  thousand  cubic  yards. 
Nearly  all  this  was  soft,  black  muck,  matted  with 
roots,  and  decaying  logs  and  branches.     Owing 


to  the  extreme  softness  of  the  material,  and  of 
most  of  the  bottom,  it  was  all  moved  to  the 
adjoining  banks  with  wheelbarrows.  It  was  dug 
out  to  an  average  depth  of  eighteen  inches  lower 
than  the  western  section  of  the  Lake  previously- 
excavated.  This  was  done  in  order  to  reach 
a  gravel  bottom  which  was  found  at  that  aver- 
age level,  under  about  one-third  of  this  area,  and 
also  to  obtain  a  depth  of  six  feet  of  water  with- 
out overflowing  the  low  lands  on  each  side  of 
the  Creek  outside  the  Park  at  the  head  of  the 
Lake. 

The  level  at  which  the  water  has  been  kept 
during  the  season,  has  been  nine  inches  higher 
than  this,  giving  an  average  depth  of  five  feet 
three  inches  in  the  older  portion  of  the  Lake, 
and  six  feet  nine  inches  in  the  new  section. 
The  object  of  keeping  it  at  this  height,  was  to 
give  all  the  depth  possible  to  the  old  section, 
without  doing  serious  injury  to  adjoining  prop- 
erty on  the  bank  of  the  Creek,  and  also  to  coun- 
teract, in  some  measure,  the  tendency  to  a  rank 
growth  of  eel  grass  and  other  water  weeds  in 
the  older  portion,  which  has  a  large  area  of 
muck  bottom.  These,  notwithstanding,  grew  so 
rapidly  in  that  section,  that  easy  rowing  in  pleas- 
ure boats  became  impossible  early  in  July,  and 
it  became  necessary  to  draw  off  the  water  to  the 
level  of  the  harbor,  mow  the  weeds  and  rake 
them  ashore.    During  this  process  the  Lake  had 
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a  very  disagreeable  aspect,  but  as  soon  as  the 
work  was  done  it  rapidly  filled  again,  and  no 
further  trouble  from  this  source  has  since  been 
experienced. 

From  the  eighth  of  May,  to  the  eighth  of  July, 
only  two  and  one-half  inches  of  rain  fell,  and  in 
consequence,  the  bed  of  Scajaquada  Creek,  east 
of  Main  street,  was  entirely  dried  up.  But,  not- 
withstanding this  severe  drouth,  the  supply  of 
water  from  the  numerous  large  springs  between 
Main  street  and  the  Lake  dam,  was  ample  to 
keep  the  Lake  fresh  and  full,  and  cause  the 
steady  overflow  of  a  considerable  volume. 

All  the  grounds  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Lake 
worked  over  and  roughly  prepared  last  year,  and 
all  the  bank  around  the  new  portion  formed  last 
winter,  were  put  in  final  shape  as  early  in  the 
spring  as  the  ground  was  in  working  order. 
About  fifty  acres  were  thus  finished,  seeded  to 
grass,  and  trees  and  shrubs  planted  at  desirable 
points.  The  plants,  by  the  aid  of  frequent  wa- 
terings, were  brought  safely  through  the  pro- 
tracted drouth  of  early  summer,  but  much  of  the 
grass-seed  failed,  and  several  portions  will  have 
to  be  re-seeded  in  the  spring. 

While  the  Lake  banks  were  being  graded,  the 
position  of  the  foot-paths  designed  for  this  por- 
tion of  the  grounds  was  located,  so  that  the 
adjoining  slopes  could  be  properly  and  perma- 
nently adjusted   thereto.     These   lines   of  walk 


lave  been  laid  out  in  general  accordance  with 
:he  original  plans  of  the  Park  Architects.  But 
n  carrying  out  the  practical  details,  it  was  nec- 
essary to  vary  therefrom  considerably  at  several 
joints,  in  order  to  adapt  the  walks  to  subsequent 
:hanges  in  the  Lake  shore,  and  in  the  contour 
>f  the  banks,  and  to  obtain  easy  grades  without 
iny  deep  cuts  or  steep  terraces.  For  the  present 
lo  stone  or  gravel  has  been  put  on  them,  but 
iimply  the  present  soil  shaped  as  temporary 
saths.  When  gravel  becomes  necessary,  or  spec- 
ally  desirable,  the  line  of  the  walks  can  be  dug 
3ut  and  stone  and  gravel  put  in  without  material 
njurj'  to  the  adjoining  turf  and  planting. 

A  wrought  iron  Bridge  of  fifty  feet  span  and 
:wenty-two  feet  width  of  roadway,  for  the  cross- 
ng  of  Scajaquada  Creek  on  the  new  line  of 
Delaware  street,  was  designed  by  Mr.  Radford, 
ate  Park  Engineer,  adopted  by  the  Board,  and 
,et  by  contract  early  in  the  spring  to  Mr,  Charles 
Nelson.  As  soon  as  the  spring  freshets  had 
ibated,  the  masonry  of  the  Bridge  abutments 
ivas  built,  and  the  grading  of  the  whole  line  of 
:he  street  was  resumed.  The  Bridge  was  com- 
pleted so  far  as  to  be  ready  for  traffic  on  the 
Fourth  of  July,  when  the  new  line  of  street  was 
opened  to  the  public,  and  the  former  line  across 
:he  Lake  closed. 

All  the  low  section  of  the  street  through  the 
Park  has  been  well  drained.     Ample   provision 
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for  the  speedy  escape  of  all  the  water  that  any 
storm  may  flood  on  to  it  from  the  adjoining  lands 
and  water-courses,  has  been  made  by  the  con- 
struction of  several  large  sewers,  and  of  culverts 
and  receivers,  at  frequent  intervals,  by  which  all 
the  water  is  quickly  discharged  into  the  Lake. 

As  yet,  the  road-bed  is  simply  the  clay  filling. 
Owing  to  the  extreme  softness  of  the  swampy 
bottom  on  which  a  great  part  of  it  is  built,  it  was 
not  deemed  advisable  to  finish  with  stone  and 
gravel  until  all  the  filling  had  firmly  consolida- 
ted. Until  the  fall  of  frequent  rains  and  early 
snows  near  the  end  of  October,  the  road  was 
easily  kept  in  good  order  for  general  traffic. 
Since  then  it  has  at  times  been  very  soft,  and  im- 
passable for  heavy  loads,  especially  during  the 
mild  and  rainy,  weather  of  December.  By  next 
summer  the  foundation  will  be  sufficiently  solid 
to  support  a  permanent  superstructure  of  stone 
chips  and  gravel,  so  as  to  make  a  firm  and 
smooth  roadway  for  general  traffic  at  all  seasons 
of  the  year. 

This  road  has  no  connection  with  the  Park 
Drives.  It  is  merely  a  slight  diversion  of  the 
street  to  permit  the  formation  of  the  Lake  in  one 
body,  and  to  avoid  a  division  of  the  Park  by  a 
public  street  crossing  it  at  the  surface  grade. 
The  new  line  crosses  the  Park  at  its  narrowest 
part,  through  an  old  ravine  at  a  grade  low  enough 
to  permit  the  Park  Drive  being  carried  over  it 
by  a  bridge  on  the  same  level  as  the  adjoining 
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lands.  By  this  diversion  the  Lake  has  been 
made  in  one  sheet,  the  Park  travel  is  unob- 
structed, and  all  the  natural  features  of  the  land- 
scape are  preserved.  The  length  of  the  new 
line  is  only  five  hundred  feet  more  than  the 
former  line,  while  the  grades  have  been  reduced 
from  one  in  ten  to  one  in  twenty-five. 

As  soon  as  this  line  was  opened  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  Park  carriage  travel  took  this 
route,  entering  or  leaving  the  Park  by  the  old 
line  of  Chapin  street.  This  travel  continued 
throughout  the  season  without  much  abatement, 
in  spite  of  the  comparative  roughness  of  the 
road.  It  was  not  prohibited,  because  it  seemed 
to  afford  a  public  convenience,  and  opened  the 
question  whether  a  permament  approach  and 
entry  to  the  Park  by  this  line  ought  to  be  pro- 
vided. The  experience  of  the  season  and  a  full 
examination  of  the  various  advantages  and  dis- 
advantages of  the  route  have  shown  that  the 
original  design  ought  to  be  adhered  to,  and  con- 
sequently the  old  line  of  Chapin  street  within 
the  Park  has  now  been  closed. 

The  wet  land  in  the  south-west  angle  of  the 
Park,  next  to  the  Asylum  grounds,  has  been  tile- 
drained,  sixteen  hundred  and  forty  feet  of  lead- 
ing mains  and  seven  thousand  three  hundred 
and  ten  feet  of  laterals  having  been  laid  through 
it.  The  carriage  concourse,  designed  for  this 
section,  overlooking   the   Lake   from    the  west 
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bank,  has  been  graded,  and  a  practicable  tempo- 
rary approach  to  it  opened. 

The  Terrace,  near  the  principal  boat  landing, 
has  been  shaped  and  sodded,  two  flights  of  steps 
and  two  walks  opened,  leading  from  the  Drive 
to  the  landing. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  of  May,  Mr.  Fred.  C. 
Viele,  who  had  leased  the  boating  privilege  on 
the  Lake  for  the  season,  furnished  it  with  fifteen 
row  boats.  These  have  been  well  patronized, 
considering  the  inferiority  of  the  accommoda- 
tions as  yet,  and  have  added  much  to  the  gen- 
eral attractions  of  the  Park.  They  supply  a 
mode  of  recreation  to  the  public  with  a  conven- 
ience of  access,  a  variety  of  pleasing  scenery 
and  a  security  against  serious  accidents  hereto- 
fore unattainable  by  the  community.  The  boat- 
ing has  evidently  afforded  much  gratification,  not 
only  to  the  boating  parties,  but  also  to  the  on- 
lookers from  the  Lake  banks  and  carriage  drives. 

The  erection  of  a  suitable  house  on  the  pres- 
ent dock  walls  for  the  better  shelter  of  the  boats 
and  the  greater  convenience  of  the  public  using 
them,  is  urgently  needed.  If  provided  with 
rooms  for  rest  and  shelter,  and  for  the  purchase 
of  light  refreshments,  it  would  greatly  increase 
the  popularity  of  the  Park,  and  largely  develop 
the  capabilities  of  the  Lake  region  for  the  gen- 
eral recreation  of  the  public.  The  same  struc- 
ture can  readily  be  adapted  to  serve  the  special 
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needs  of  skaters  in  winter,  and  thus  make  t) 
Lake  a  popular  resort  at  all  seasons  of  the  ye 

The  grove,  on  the  Lake  bank  south  of  mi 
boat  landing,  was  used  on  several  occasions  d 
ing  the  summer  by  picnic  parties,  who  wt 
much  pleased  by  the  attractions  and  gene 
conveniences  of  the  grove  in  conjunction  w 
the  boating  facilities  on  the  Lake.  The  lack 
cool  drinking  water  was  the  only  drawback 
the  general  enjoyment  of  such  parties.  A  g 
eral  introduction  of  water  by  underground  pi] 
throughout  the  Park,  with  sufficient  head 
fountains  or  for  filling  sprinkling  carts,  and  p 
and  cool  enough  for  drinking,  would  be  a  con 
nience  to  visitors  and  a  great  help  to  the  ec 
omical  maintenance  in  good  order  of  the  roi 
and  plantations. 

The  carriage  concourse  at  the  junction  of 
Drives,  near  the  quarry,  and  the  unfinished  p 
tion  of  those  Drives  have  been  stoned  and  gn 
eled  of  sufficient  width  to  admit  of  their  bei 
opened  for  travel. 

Early  in  the  season  one  Drive  of  Humbo! 
Parkway  was  opened  from  the  Park  to  the  I 
rade.  Both  the  side  Drives  have  been  open 
from  the  Circle  to  Main  street,  and  the  doul 
Drive  from  Ferry  street  to  the  Parade. 

On  the  Parade  nothing  has  been  done  tl 
year  except  the  planting  of  a  few  trees  and  sor 
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shrubbery  upon  the  section  west  of  Walden 
street,  and  the  mowing  of  the  grass  every  three 
or  four  weeks  throughout  the  season.  All  fur- 
ther progress  of  the  work  here  is  arrested  until 
the  new  public  street  shall  be  opened  around  its 
eastern  side,  so  that  the  present  line  of  Walden 
street  through  the  heart  of  the  grounds  can  be 
closed. 

On  the  twenty-seventh  of  June  the  Parade 
was  used  for  the  military  inspection  and  review 
of  the  Buffalo  Regiments  of  the  National  Guard 
by  the  State  officers.  The  grounds  are  admira- 
bly fitted  for  military  trainings  and  reviews,  as 
they  give  ample  scope  and  a  smooth  surface  for 
the  practice  of  all  ordinary  regimental  or  brig- 
ade evolutions. 

One  Drive  in  Bidwell  Parkway  was  opened 
in  June,  and  on  the  ninth  of  August  "The 
Avenue"  was  opened  from  Bidwell  Place  to 
"The  Circle,"  at  North  street  In  grading  " The 
Avenue "  a  cut  of  about  five  feet  deep  was  made 
through  the  ridge  near  Utica  street,  and  an  easy 
grade  throughout  its  whole  length  thereby  oJ>- 
tained.  Nearly  ten  thousand  yards  of  surplus 
material  was  sold  to  the  owners  of  sunk  lots 
adjoining  "  The  Avenue"  at  other  points. 

From  Bouck  Avenue  to  Bryant  street  the 
roadway  has  been  in  good  order  since  the  open- 
ing, but  between  Bryant  and  Jersey  streets  the 
travel  has   been   much   obstructed  by  the  con- 


itruction  of  a  sewer  through  that  section.  This 
vas  not  finished  until  loo  late  in  the  season  to 
jroperly  finish  the  roadway.  A  similar  sewer  to 
irain  the  basin  centering  at  Ferry  street  is  much 
leeded,  as  the  present  surface  drainage  is  too 
ligh  to  carry  off  all  the  water  in  a  storm.  Owing 
:o  the  nature  of  the  subsoil  and  the  frequency 
jf  heavy  traffic  on  this  Avenue,  a  pleasant  sur- 
"ace  for  carriage  travel  cannot  be  maintained 
jntil  the  road-bed  has  been  stoned  and  graveled. 

At  "The  Front"  all  the  grounds  left  roughly 
jraded  last  year  were  worked  over  and  finished 
;arly  in  the  spring,  grass-seed  sown  and  trees 
ind  shrubbery  planted.  Forty  large  trees,  ob- 
;ained  from  the  Prospect  Parks,  were  moved 
vith  a  tree-planting  wagon  to  '■  The  Front,"  and 
nost  of  them  set  out  on  the  sidewalk  on  the 
vest  side  of  Sixth  street.  The  foot-paths  were 
itoned  and  graveled,  and  a  strip  of  the  carriage- 
N3.y  was  coated  with  sufficient  gravel  to  prevent 
•utting  in  wet  weather.  The  gravel  was  obtained 
"rom  the  site  of  "The  Circle,"  in  North  street. 
\  considerable  quantity  of  gravel  for  a  similar 
:oating  of  Drives  in  the  main  Park  was  also 
)btained  there. 

"The  Circle"  being  a  part  of  the  old  Black 
R.ock  Cemetery,  many  bones  were  exhumed  in 
he  progress  of  the  work  there.  All  these  were 
:arefully  handled,  put  in  new  coffin-boxes,  and 
e-interred  in  a  lot  purchased  for  the  purpose  in 
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Forest  Lawn  Cemetery.  All  the  headstones 
found  were  kept  distinct,  and  replaced  over  the 
remains  to  which  they  belong. 

The  Play-ground  of  the  Front  has  been  kept 
closely  mown  during  the  season.  Several  Base 
Ball  Clubs  have  had  free  use  of  it,  and  general 
practice  and  match  games  have  been  frequent. 
On  several  occasions  large  crowds  have  gath- 
ered to  witness  these  games,  and  good  order  has 
uniformly  prevailed. 

The  Prospect  Parks  on  Niagara  street  have 
been  regularly  mowed,  the  walks  hoed,  and  the 
grounds  generally  kept  in  fair  order. 

The  grass  lands  of  main  Park  have  been  fre- 
quently mowed,  and  the  condition  of  the  turf 
has  much  improved.  There  are  still  several  bare 
clay  patches  unpleasantly  conspicuous.  The 
nursery  stock  is  in  thrifty  condition,  and  has 
required  but  little  attention.  The  finished  por- 
tion of  the  main  Drive  has  been  kept  in  excel- 
lent order  throughout  the  whole  year,  without 
any  repair  or  expense  whatever. 

Judging  from  the  number  of  vehicles  that  have 
entered  the  Park  on  every  fine  afternoon  in  sum- 
mer, it  is  becoming  quite  popular.  No  regular 
record  of  the  number  entering  daily  was  kept,  but 
a  count  was  made  on  several  different  occasions, 
and  the  number  averaged  about  five  hundred 
vehicles  on  week  days,  and  from  eight  hundred 
to  one  thousand  on  Sundays,  in  fine  weather. 
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At  times  a  goodly  number  of  pedestrians  en- 
tered, concentrating  chiefly  in  the  Lake  region. 
But  the  walk  from  the  horse-cars  at  Cold  Spring 
or  Niagara  street,  is  so  long  and  fatiguing  in 
warm  weather  that  many  are  discouraged  from 
attempting  it.  A  cheap  and  convenient  line  of 
stages  or  a  branch  from  the  horse  car  lines  would 
be  a  great  boon  to  this  class. 

In  May  last  a  series  of  ordinances  for  the 
proper  use,  protection  and  government  of  the 
Parks  were  enacted  by  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners, and  published  in  the  daily  papers.  For 
a  time  trespasses  were  so  rare  or  so  slight  that 
no  direct  systematic  enforcement  of  these  rules 
seemed  to  be  needed.  But  as  the  season  ad- 
vanced and  visitors  greatly  increased  in  num- 
bers, considerable  annoyance  was  caused  by  the 
fast  driving  of  a  few  thoughtless  persons,  and 
the  frequent  passage  of  heavy  traffic  on  the 
Drives,  especially  on  the  Parkways.  Also  a  law- 
less spirit,  and  some  reckless  conduct  were  grad- 
ually being  manifested  by  acertain  class,  and  some 
petty  thefts  of  Park  property  occurred,  which 
threatened  soon  to  ripen  into  more  serious 
offenses,  if  not  properly  checked. 

Accordingly  on  the  eighteenth  of  August  six 
patrolmen  were  appointed  by  the  Police  Com- 
missioners, at  the  request  of  the  Park  Board,  as 
a  special  Park  guard.  These  were  of  great  ser- 
vice during  the  remainder  of  the  season  in  pro- 
tecting property,  preserving  order,  and  enforcing 
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the  Park  regulations  generally.     On  the  thirty- 
first  of  October,  the  Park  travel  having  greatly 
diminished,   this   police    force   was    discharged. 
The  experience  of  the  first  weeks  in  November 
showed  that  without  some    regular  watch  the 
roadways  would  be  much  injured,  especially  in 
wet   weather,    by   the    trespassing   of  business 
travel.     Therefore  two  men  were  re-appointed — 
one  to  the  Parade  and  Humboldt  Parkway,  and 
the  other  to  the  Park  and  West  Side  Parkways. 
In  addition  to  ordinary  police  duty  the  general 
care  of  the  roads  and  grounds  during  the  winter 
has  been  assigned  to  them.     At  the  Front  and 
Prospect  Parks  similar  duties  are  performed  by 
the  keeper  in  charge  there  throughout  the  year. 
A  survey  was  made  in  September  of  the  line 
of  the  East  Side   Boulevard  from  the  Parade 
southerly  to  Seneca  street,  to  ascertain  the  na- 
ture and  extent  of  the  work  required  to  open 
this  new  avenue.     This  and  all  similar  engineer- 
ing work  during  the  season  of  active  operations, 
since  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Radford  in  March 
last,  including  the   preparation  of  all   requisite 
plans,  were  done  by  Mr.  Thomas  J.  Rogers.     I 
have  much  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  faith- 
ful and  efficient  manner  in  which  he  performed 
all  duties  assigned  to  him. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

William  McMillan, 

Superintendent, 


FINANCIAL   STA  TEMENT,  1873. 


Abstract  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures. 


Improvement  fund. 


Receipts, 

Balance  in  treasury,  Dec.  31,  1872, 
From  avails  of  Park  Bonds  issued 


$2,533.04 


...        *w^^, 

From  sales  of  old  buildings, 

400 . 00 

From  sales  of  hay  and  grass,   . 

1 

460.62 

From  sales  of  earth  and  sand, 

2,605.25 

From  sales  of  scrap  iron,     . 

K 

16.40 

From    Secretary,   on    account 

of 

oav  rolls 

138.00  $103,620 

$106,153 

.27 
•31 

m^  •^w    w           •    N^  m  m  »*  ■•■••■* 

Disbursements, 

For  construction,    .... 

■    $iS»443-i7 
1,012.00 

For  Engineer  Corps,  .     .     . 

For  Engineer's  office,      .     . 

337 -20 

For  teams  and  labor,       .     .     . 

83,921 .26 

For  horse  for  Superintendent, . 

165.00 

For  fertilizers, 

315-75 
2,649.89 

For  tools  and  implements,  .     . 

For  trees,  shrubs  and  seeds. 

637.24 

For  printing  and  advertising,  . 

498 . 2 1 

For  miscellaneous,      .... 

237  20  $105,216 

.92 

Balance  in  treasury,  Dec.  31,  1873, 


$936.39 
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Maintenance  Fund. 

Receipts, 

From  General  Fund,  1873,     .     .     .  $13,000.00 

From  rent  of  office, 100.00  $13,100.00 

Expenditures. 

For  salaries  of  officers, $4>49i*63 

For  office  expenses, 673.99 

For  keeping  and  care  of  animals,    .  231 .31 

For  teams  and  labor, 5)369.80 

For  Engineer  Corps, 1,124.62 

For  tools  and  implements,      .     .     .  238.94 

For  printing  and  advertising,      .     .  405.95 

For  miscellaneous, 19*70  $12,555.94 

#  — 

$544-06 
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ORDINANCES, 


For  the  Use,  Regulation,  Protection  and  Government  of  the 

Parks.  Approaches  thereto  and  Streets 

connecting  the  same. 


-•-•- 


The  Park  Commissioners,  appointed  under  and  by  virtue 
of  the  statute  of  the  State  of  New  York  entitled  "  An  act  to 
authorize  the  selection  and  location  of  certain  grounds  for 
public  parks  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  and  to  provide  for  the 
maintenance  and  embellishment  thereof,"  passed  April  14, 
1869,  and  the  acts  amendatory  thereof,  do  hereby,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  power  conferred  by  the  said  act,  make  and  enact 
the  following  ordinances  for  the  use,  regulation,  protection 
and  government  of  the  said  park  or  parks,  approaches 
thereto  and  streets  connecting  the  same,  to  wit : 

CHAPTER  I. 

Section  i.  All  persons  are  forbidden  to  carry  fire-arms  or  fire  at  or 
shoot  any  bird  or  animal,  or  throw  stones  or  missiles  within  the  several 
parks,  approaches  thereto,  or  streets  connecting  the  same. 

§  2.  All  persons  are  forbidden  to  climb,  break,  cut  down,  remove  or 
in  any  way  to  injure  or  deface  the  trees,  plants,  shrubs,  flowers,  turf,  or 
any  of  the  buildings,  fences,  bridges,  or  other  constructions  within  the 
parks,  or  approaches  thereto,  or  streets  connecting  the  same. 

§  3.  No  person  shall  drive  or  ride  any  horse  or  team  upon  any  of  the 
parks,  approaches  thereto  or  streets  connecting  the  same,  at  a  rate  of 
speed  exceeding  ten  (10)  miles  per  hour. 

§  4.  No  animal  or  vehicle  shall  be  permitted  to  stand  upon  the  drives 
or  carriage  roads  of  the  parks  or  parkways,  or  any  part  thereof  (except 
the  concourses)  to  the  obstruction  of  the  way,  or  to  the  inconvenience  of 
travel ;  nor  shall  any  person  solicit  or  invite  passengers  for  hire  therein. 
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§  5-  No  cart,  wagon,  dray,  truck  or  other  vehicle  carrying  stone,  brick, 
goods,  merchandise,  manure,  soil,  or  other  articles,  or  usually  used  for  the 
carriage  of  stone,  brick,  merchandise,  manure  or  other  articles  shall  be 
allowed  to  enter  or  drive  upon  the  parks,  parkways,  approaches  thereto 
or  streets  connecting  the  same. 

§  6.  No  threatening,  abusive,  insulting,  or  indecent  language  shall  be 
allowed  upon  the  parks  or  parkways  whereby  a  breach  of  the  peace  may 
be  occasioned. 

§  7.  No  person,  except  in  the  employ  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners, shall  bring  upon  the  parks  or  parkways  any  tree,  shrub,  plant  or 
flower,  nor  any  newly  plucked  branch  or  portion  of  a  tree,  shrub,  plant 
or  flower. 

§  8.  No  person  shall  fire,  discharge  or  set  off  in  the  parks  or  park- 
ways, approaches  thereto  or  streets  connecting  the  same,  any  rocket, 
cracker,  torpedo,  squib,  balloon,  snake,  chaser,  or  double-header,  nor  any 
fireworks,  or  thing  under  any  other  name  composed  of  the  same  or  simi- 
lar materials,  or  of  the  same  or  similar  character  as  the  fire-works  above 
specified. 

§  9.  No  person  shall  post  or  otherwise  affix  any  bill,  notice  or  other 
paper  upon  any  structure  or  thing  within  the  park  or  parkways,  or  upon 
any  gates  or  enclosures  thereof. 

§  ID.  No  military  or  target  company,  or  civic  or  other  procession, 
ihaXl  be  permitted  to  parade,  drive  or  perform  upon  the  parks,  nor 
perform  any  military  or  other  evolutions  or  movements  therein,  except  by 
permission  of  the  Committee  on  Grounds  or  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Park  Commissioners. 

§  II.  No  fire  engine,  hook  and  ladder  truck,  hose  cart  or  other 
machine  on  wheels,  commonly  used  for  the  extinguishment  of  fires,  shall 
be  allowed  on  any  part  of  the  parks,  without  the  previous  consent  of  the 
Committee  on  Grounds  or  President  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners. 

§  12.  No  funeral  procession  or  hearse,  or  other  vehicle  or  person 
carrying  the  body  of  a  deceased  person,  shall  be  allowed  on  any  part  of 
the  park  or  parkways. 

§  13.  No  person  on  foot  shall  go  upon  the  grass,  lawn  or  turf  of  the 
parks  or  parkways,  except  when  and  where  the  sign  *'  Common  "  is  posted, 
indicating  that  persons  are  at  liberty  at  that  time  and  place  to  go  upon 
the  grass. 

§  14.  The  drives  shall  be  used  only  by  persons  in  pleasure  carriages 
or  on  horseback,  the  rides  only  by  persons  on  horseback  ;  animals  to  be 
used  on  either  shall  be  well  broken  and  constantly  held  in  such  control 
that  they  may  be  easily  and  quickly  turned  or  stopped.  They  shall  not 
he  allowed  to  move  at  a  rate  of  speed  which  shall  be  alarming  or  cause 
danger;  and  when  any  park-keeper  or  officer  connected  with  the  parks 
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shall  deem  it  necessary  to  safety,  good  order,  or  the  general  convenience, 
that  the  speed  of  an  animal  shall  be  checked,  or  that  it  should  be  stopped, 
or  its  course  altered,  and  shall  so  direct,  by  gesture  or  otherwise,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  rider  or  driver  of  such  animal  to  follow  such  direction ; 
and  no  horse  or  other  beast  of  burden  or  draft  shall  be  driven  or  suffered 
to  stand  anywhere  except  on  the  drives  or  rides,  or  concourse. 

§  15.  No  one  shall  play  any  music,  nor  offer  or  expose  things  for  sale, 
nor  post  or  display  any  sign,  placard,  flag,  banner,  target,  transparency, 
advertisement,  or  device  of  business,  nor  solicit  business  or  fares,  nor  b^, 
nor  publicly  solicit  subscriptions,  nor  tell  fortunes,  nor  play  games  of 
chance  or  with  any  table  or  instniments  of  gaming,  nor  make  any  oration 
or  harangue,  nor  utter  loud,  threatening,  abusive  or  indecent  language, 
nor  do  any  indecent  or  obscene  act  within  the  parks  or  parkways. 

§  16.  By  the  term  parks  as  mentioned  herein  is  meant  to  include  the 
grounds  known  as  "The  Park,"  "The  Front,"  "  The  Parade,"  "Prospect 
Hill  Parks,"  and  the  several  "Circles"  and  "Places,"  as  designated  on 
the  maps. 

CHAPTER    II. 

IN    RELATION   TO   ANIMALS   RUNNING  AT  LARGE. 

Section  i.  No  quadrupeds  except  those  placed  in  the  park  by  the 
Commissioners,  and  except  dogs  when  controlled  by  a  line  of  suitable 
strength,  not  more  than  six  (6)  feet  in  length,  and  horses  and  others  used 
for  pleasure  travel,  shall  be  driven  or  conducted  into  the  parks  or  park- 
ways or  allowed  to  remain  therein. 

§  2.  Pounds  shall  be  established  at  such  points  to  be  designated  by 
the  Committee  on  Grounds,  for  the  impounding  of  horses,  cattle,  sheep, 
dogs,  swine,  geese  and  other  animals  found  trespassing  upon  the  parks, 
approaches  thereto  or  streets  connecting  the  same. 

§  3.  All  animals  named  in  the  next  preceding  section,  found  at  large 
on  the  parks  or  parkways,  may  be  taken  by  any  person  or  persons  and 
driven  or  carried  to  one  of  said  pounds  and  may  be  kept  enclosed  therein 
during  five  (5)  days,  at  the  end  of  which  time,  if  not  previously  claimed 
and  the  amounts  hereinafter  mentioned  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  said 
board,  they  may  be  sold  at  public  auction,  provided  that  two  days  pre- 
vious notice  of  the  sale  thereof  shall  be  conspicuously  posted  at  the 
pound. 

§  4.  The  owner  of  any  animal  so  impounded  by  virtue  of  the  ordi- 
nances passed  by  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners,  may  redeem  the 
same  before  the  day  of  sale,  by  the  payment  to  the  Treasurer  or  other 
authorized  officer  of  the  board  as  follows : 
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For  each  animal  other  than  goats  and  geese,  two  dollars,  and  the 
expense  of  keeping. 

For  each  goat  four  dollars,  and  for  each  goose  fifty  cents,  and  the 
expense  of  keeping. 

The  expense  q^  keeping  shall  be  reckoned  as  follows : 

For  each  horse,  dog,  or  head  of  neat  stock,  fifty  cents  per  day. 
For  each  goat,  swine  or  sheep,  twenty  cents  per  day. 
For  each  goose,  five  cents  per  day. 

§  5.  If  within  one  month  after  the  sale  of  any  impounded  animal  the 
former  owner  thereof  shall  appear  and  claim  she  same,  the  Treasurer 
shall,  after  deducting  the  full  amount  of  the  charges  above  provided  for, 
pay  over  to  him  the  balance  of  the  proceeds  of  such  sale. 


CHAPTER    III. 


OF  THE  LAKE. 


Section  i.  No  person  except  those  employed  by  the  board  shall  be 
allowed  to  place  upon  the  waters  of  the  park  any  boat  or  other  water 
craft  without  the  authority  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  or  Committee 
on  Grounds. 

§  2.  Any  person  or  persons  who  shall  obtain  authority  to  place  pleas- 
ure row-boats  or  other  water  craft  upon  the  lake,  shall  be  subject  to  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  the  Board  of  Commissioners  may  from  time  to 
time  prescribe. 

§  3.  Persons  occupying  boats  on  the  lake  will  not  be  allowed  to  touch 
or  land  on  the  banks  except  at  such  places  designed  as  landing  places, 
and  all  persons  are  prohibited  from  walking  or  trespassing  on  the  slopes 
between  the  water-line  and  foot-paths. 

§  4.  No  person  shall  bathe  or  fish  in,  or  go  or  send  any  animal  into 
any  of  the  waters  of  the  parks,  or  disturb  any  of  the  fish,  water-fowl,  or 
other  birds  in  the  parks,  nor  throw  or  place  any  article  or  thing  in  said 
waters. 

§  5-  No  person  except  those  in  the  employ  of  the  Commissioners  will 
he  permitted  to  land  on  the  islands  in  the  lake. 

^  6.  Any  person  offending  against  the  foregoing  ordinances  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  punished,  on  conviction  of 
*ny  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  by  a  fine  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  not  exceeding  thirty 
<^*ys,  or  both,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court. 
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To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council  of  the 
City  of  Buffalo: 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
statute,  the  Park  Commissioners  respectfully 
present  to  your  honorable  body  "a  full  report  of 
their  proceedings  and  a  detailed  statement  of  all 
their  receipts  and  expenditures." 

The  amount  expended  for  the  further  im- 
provement and  embellishment  of  the  Parks 
and  approaches  during  the  year  1874  v»ras 
$»  27,543.99. 

The  receipts  during  the  same  period  including 
the  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  31st  of 
December,  1873  was  $128,690.14,  leaving  a  bal- 
ance  in  the  Treasury,  December  31st,  1874,  of 

Si. 945-54- 

The  expenditures  for  maintenance  during  the 

year  1874  were  $16,240.45. 

F'or  the  work  accomplished  under  the  di- 
rection  of  the  Board,  your  honorable  body  is 


respectfully  referred  to  the  report  of  the  General 
Superintendent. 

Your  attention  is  also  directed  to  a  communi- 
cation from  Fred.  Law  Olmsted,  Esq.,  the  land- 
scape architect,  which  is  appended  to  this  report, 
in  reference  to  the  acquisition  of  additional  ter- 
ritory to  increase  the  capacity  of  the  grove  south 
of  the  Lake  and  east  of  Lincoln  Parkway.  These 
grounds  have  proved  very  attractive  to  picnic 
parties  during  the  past  season,  and  must,  for 
some  years  to  come,  be  the  only  desirable  place 
in  the  Park  that  can  be  devoted  to  this  purpose. 
The  views  of  Mr.  Olmsted  on  this  subject  will, 
we  think,  meet  with  general  approval,  and  the 
Board  respectfully  recommend  that  your  honor- 
able body  take  as  much  of  the  land  as  may  be 
deemed  requisite  to  carry  out  Mr.  Olmsted's 
recommendation. 

The  depression  of  business  during  the  last 
year  has  operated  to  cause  a  falling  ofif  in  the 
demand  for  labor.  The  Autumn  found  a  large 
number  of  laboring  men  idle,  and  the  prospect 
for  furnishing  them  employment  during  the  Win- 
ter was  not  encouraging.  This  fact  induced  the 
Common  Council  at  a  meeting  held  on  the  26th 
of  October  last  to  adopt  a  resolution  requesting 
the  Park  Commissioners  "  to  continue  work  upon 
"  the  Parks  ;  particularly  such  work  as  will  give 
"  employment  to  laborers  during  the  winter." 


In  compliance  with  the  request  the   Commis- 
sioners directed  the  Superintendent  to  continue 
work    which   the   Board  had   intended  to  defer 
until    the   coming    Spring.     As   the    last    years 
appropriation   is  exhausted,  it  is  recommended 
that    your  honorable  body  authorize  the  Mayor 
and    Comptroller  to  cause  the  bonds  of  the  city 
to    be    issued    for  the   final    amount   ($100,000) 
authorized  by  Chapter  569  of  the  Laws  of  i<S72. 
This  should  be  done  without  delay  in  order  to 
alloAV    the   Commissioners   to  comply   with   the 
request  of  the  Council  of  1874. 


Niagara  Square. 

A  communication  from  Mr.  Olmsted  in  refer- 
ence to  th^  improvement  of  Niagara  Square  is 
also  appended  to  this  report.     The  plan  to  which 
he    refers  has  been  adopted  by  the  Board,  and 
his  suggestions  in  relation  to  the  location  of  the 
proposed    Soldiers'    Memorial,  the  construction 
of  which  the  Ladies'    Monumental  Association 
of  this  city  have  with  a  praiseworthy  and  patri- 
otic zeal  undertaken  to  accomplish,  meets  with 
the  cordial  approval  of  the  Board. 
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Fillmore  Avenue. 

Chapter  540  of  the  Laws  of  1873,  authorized 
the  city  "to  take  for  the  purpose  of  a  public 
avenue  a  strip  of  land  one  hundred  feet  in  width 
running  from  the  Parade  southerly"  to  Seneca 
street,  and  empowers  the  Common  Council  to 
issue  the  bonds  of  this  city,  not  exceeding  in 
amount  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars to  defray  the  expense  of  taking  the  lands 
and  improving  and  embellishing  the  same.  In 
accordance  with  this  law,  the  lands  designated 
have  been  acquired  by  the  city.  By  the  terms 
of  the  act  these  lands  constitute  "one  of  the 
approaches  or  connections  to  said  Park,  and  may 
be  controlled,  improved  and  embellished  in  the 
same  manner,  in  all  respects  as  lands  heretofore 
taken"  for  park  purposes. 

The  expense  attending  the  acquisition  of  the 
lands,  payment  of  awards,  etc,  amounted  to 
^seventy-two  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
four  dollars  and  fifty-six  cents,  leaving  a  balance 
to  the  credit  of  the  Park  Improvement  Fund  to 
be  expended  in  improving  and  embellishing  the 
avenue  of  twenty-seven  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifteen  dollars  and  forty-four  cents. 

The  length  of  the  avenue  from  the  south  line 
of  Best  street  to  the  northerly  line  of  Seneca 
street  is  eleven  thousand  and  thirty-one  feet,  or 


a  little  over  two  miles.  Work  on  it  commenced 
in  May  last,  and  a  carriage-way  fifty  feet  in  width 
worked  to  the  sub-grade  between  Best  and 
William  streets,  a  distance  of  six  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  feet.  The  cost  of  this  work, 
including  the. construction  of  a  stone  arch  cul- 
vert over  six  feet  in  diameter,  and  a  plank  side- 
walk on  the  westerly  side  was  ten  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-two  dollars  and  six  cents, 
leaving  a  balance  to  be  expended  on  this  partic- 
ular improvement  of  sixteen  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  seventy-three  dollars  and  thirty-eight 
cents. 

From  William  to  Seneca  street  the  work  will 
be  of  a  much  more  costly  character,  as  it  will 
require  a  very  large  amount  of  filling.  The 
Central  Railroad  tracks  cross  the  Avenue  below 
William,  and  the  manner  in  which  these  tracks 
shall  be  crossed  is  now  under  consideration ; 
trains  of  cars  are  crossing  the  line  of  the  Avenue 
with  but  little  intermission.  The  Board  are  in- 
clined to  the  opinion  that  these  tracks  should  be 
bridged  over  with  a  substantial  and  permanent 
structure  in  order  to  prevent  the  delay  which 
must  constantly  occur  at  this  crossing,  and  as 
security  against  accidents.  The  fund  on  hand 
will  be  far  from  sufficient  to  complete  this  work. 
Further  legislation  will  be  necessary  to  provide 
the  means  for  placing  this  avenue  on  a  footing 
with  other  parkways  and  approaches. 
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The  general  work  of  improvement  during  the 
past  year]  has  been  accomplished  under  the  im- 
mediate superintendence  and  direction  of  Mr. 
William  McMillan,  who,  as  heretofore,  has  per- 
formed his  duty  in  a  highly  satisfactory  manner. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Pascal  P.  Pratt,  President, 
Lewis  P.  Dayton, 
Dennis  Bowen, 
Edward  Bennett, 
William  Dorsheimer, 
Edwin  T.  Evans, 
Joseph  L.  Fairchild, 
De  Witt  C.  Weed, 
Sherman  S.  Jewett, 
Patrick  Smith, 
Joseph  Bork, 
Britton  Holmes, 
CooLEv  S.  Chapin, 
Michael  Mesmer, 
Daniel  D.  Harnett, 
Augustus  Fuchs. 
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COMMUNICA  TIONS  FROM  FRED. 
LA  W  OLMSTED,  ESQ. 


•*-%- 


Xo  the  Buffalo  Park  Commission: 

Gentlemen:  In  the  preliminary  report  with 
reference  to  a  system  of  Park  improvements  for 
the  city  of  Buffalo,  it  was  estimated  that  a  total 
area  of  five  hundred  acres  of  land  would  be 
required 

The  act  of  Legislature  which  followed  adopted 
this  estimate,  but  provided  that  a  certain  portion 
of  the  whole  area  should  be  situated  east  of  the 
line    of  Jefferson  street      To  conform  to  this 
requirement  it  was  found   necessary   that   the 
westerly  part  of  the  Main  Park  should  be  nar- 
rower than  had  been  originally  designed.     Your 
Commission  was  advised  at  the  time  that  this 
reduction  was  a  very    unfortunate   one,  chiefly 
because,  after  pinching  the  ground  on  the  north 
side  of  the  water  as  much  as  possible  without 
abandoning  the  design,  it  was  still  necessary,  in 
order  to  conform  to  the  law,  to  throw  out  some 
ten  acres  of  land  on  the  south  side  of  the  water 
previously  intended  to  be  included  in  the  Park 
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and  which  for  many  years   to  come  would  be 
more  valuable  than  any  other. 

I  have  several  times  since  suggested  to  the 
Commission  that  application  should  be  made  to 
the  Legislature  for  an  Act  providing  a  remedy 
for  this  misfortune,  and  in  the  light  of  the  expe- 
rience of  the  year  now  closing,  I  beg  to  renew 
that  advice  with  earnestness.  The  ground  in 
question  is  a  part  of  a  grove  of  well-grown 
beeches  and  maples,  upon  a  nearly  level  surface, 
and  there  is  no  other  ground  in  or  near  any  of 
your  parks  or  places  which  for  twenty  years  to 
come  will  be  equally  well  adapted  for  large  pic-  I 
nic  parties.  That  portion  of  the  Grove  lying 
within  the  Park,  although  as  yet  very  imperfectly 
prepared  for  the  purpose,  has  been  much  used 
and  has  proved  quite  insufficient  in  extent  With 
the  numbers  sure  to  resort  to  it,  it  will  be  much 
crowded,  and  it  will  be  impossible  to  keep  it  in 
tolerable  condition.  The  value  of  the  land  for 
the  Park,  lies  largely  in  its  trees,  which  are  liable 
to  be  cut  down.  It  contains  as  yet  no  im- 
provements. I  recommend  that  measures  be 
immediately  taken  to  secure  it  in  its  present 
condition.  \ 

Respectfully, 

F'red.  Law  Olmsted, 
Consulting  La^idscape  Architect, 
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To  the  Honorable  the  Park  Commission  of  the 
City  of  Buffalo: 

Gentlemen:  I  herewith  present  you  a  plan 
for  the  improvement  of  Niagara  Square.  In 
designing  it,  I  have  had  in  view  the  fact,  that 
Niagara  Square  is  the  central  feature  of  the  plan 
of  your  city,  and  that  broad  streets  approach  and 
cross  it  from  eight  directions.  It  is  first  of  all  a 
place  of  thoroughfare,  and,  in  my  judgment, 
nothing  should  be  done  which  will  seriously 
injure  its  character  in  this  respect.  For  this 
reason  I  cannot  approve  the  suggestion  which 
has  been  urged  upon  me,  and  which  I  under- 
stand has  been  favorably  entertained  by  many, 
of  appropriating  the  greater  part  of  its  limited 
area  to  a  public  garden. 

Maintaining  the  present  thoroughfares  at  their 
full  breadth  and  on  the  same  general  plan  as  at 
present,  eight  triangles  remain,  the  parts  of 
which  nearest  the  center  of  the  Square  are  too 
narrow  to  be  of  any  value.  If  they  are  reduced 
materially  in  depth  the  central  space  would  be 
very  large  and  need  some  effective  decoration, 
neither  breaking  the  view  nor  obliging  travel  to 
deviate  abruptly  or  to  an  inconvenient  distance 
from  any  of  its  present  courses.  For  this  pur- 
pose nothing  would  be  better  than  a  circular 
fountain  basin  at  the  center  of  the  Square,  pro- 
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vided  convenience  will  allow  it  to  be  made  large 
enough  to  appear  suitable  to  a  situation  of  so 
much  importance,  and  in  which  it  must  be  seen 
without  support  from  adjoining  objects. 

This  idea  has  been  adopted  in  the  plan :  The 
fountain  basin  being  made  one  hundred  feet  in 
diameter  and  designed  to  require  as  moderate  a 
cost  for  construction  as  possible;  its  circumfer- 
ence being  a  low  coping  and  rail ;  its  center  a 
body  of  spray  without  expensive  masonry  and  a 
large  part  of  the  effect  to  be  obtained  by  a  belt 
near  the  circumference,  of  water  plants ;  the 
design  being  similar  to  that  of  the  new  fountain 
in  Union  Square  New  York,  but  larger  in  scale. 
A  wheel-way  is  then  allowed  around  the  foun- 
tain nowhere  less  than  sixty  feet  in  breadth. 

The  general  plan  of  the  remaining  outer  parts 
of  the  Square  will  be  readily  understood  on 
examination  of  the  drawing.  The  present  trees 
of  the  Square  so  far  as  valuable  are  proposed  to 
be  utilized  and  others  added  so  as  to  form  effect- 
ive groups  which  are  to  stand  in  turf  plats. 
Seats  are  to  be  placed  about  and  under  the  trees, 
the  backs  of  which  connected  by  railings  will 
protect  the  turf  and  trees  from  injury. 

My  opinion  has  been  asked  as  to  several  points 
under  discussion  in  regard  to  a  memorial  of  the 
late  war. 
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There  is  a  certain  advantage  to  be  gained  by 
placing  a  memorial  object  in  the  midst  of  the 
city,  rather  than  in  its  suburbs,  which  will  fully 
justify  the  Commission  in  changing  its  original 
plan  of  assigning  the  Soldiers'  Place  to  the  pro- 
posed monument,  if  it  is  desired  by  those  who 
have  the  matter  in  charge.  A  suggestion  as  to 
the  form  of  the  Memorial  has  been  presented  in 
a  drawing  of  an  arch. 

I  think  the  design  a  very  original  and  very 
noble  one,  and  that  it  might  be  adopted  with 
unusual  confidence  of  an  imposing  and  satisfac- 
tory result. 

I  should  recommend  that  it  be  placed  as  indi- 
cated in  the  drawing  on  one  side  of  the  Square 
and  so  as  to  span  one  of  the  wheel-ways  leading 
out  of  it.  In  this  position  it  would  be  seen  in 
its  best  aspect  by  all  crossing  the  Square,  and 
equally  well  from  nearly  all  parts  of  it  Placed 
in  the  center,  its  principal  front  would  be  seen 
satisfactorily  from  only  about  a  third  part  of  the 
Square.  There  are  several  reasons  why  the 
position  indicated  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Square,  spanning  Delaware  street,  is  to  be  pre- 
ferred to  any  other.  The  best  light  will  then  fall 
upon  it ;  its  inscriptions  will  therefore  be  more 
legible  and  its  sculpture  will  have  the  best  effect. 
The  two  spaces  on  which  the  largest  number  of 
visitors  can  stand  on  the  Square,  without  disturb- 
ance by  carriages,  will  be  opposite  to  it,  and  at 
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the  best  distance  for  viewing  it  comprehensively. 
The  carriage-way  is  narrower  than  any  other, 
and  the  arch  could  here  be  built  at  less  cost  Its 
piers  would  stand,  as  shown,  on  ground  at  pres- 
ent intermediate  between  the  wheel-way  and  the 
walks. 

It  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  private  rights 
now  held  in  the  borders  of  Delaware  street  will 
at  some  time  be  extinguished,  the  trees  and 
walks  in  them  be  arranged  on  an  uniform  sys- 
tem, and  that  it  will  in  all  respects  be  treated 
and  used  as  a  public  promenade  and  approach 
road  from  the  center  of  the  city  to  the  Main 
Park,  as  was  intended  and  expected  when  the 
park  system  was  designed.  To  such  an  approach 
and  promenade  the  arch,  placed  as  proposed, 
would  form  a  fitting  and  noble  entrance. 

I  recommend  that,  in  case  the  Memorial  Asso- 
ciation should  be  willing  to  adopt  a  design  of 
the  character  of  that  under  consideration  and 
to  undertake  its  construction,  the  Commission 
offer  to  assign  the  site  indicated  on  the  plan  (^aa^ 
and    to  lay  suitable  and  sufficient   foundations 

for  it. 

Respectfully, 

Fred.  Law  Olmsted. 

Buffalo,  December  15,  1874. 


GENERAL  SUPERINTENDENT'S 

REPOR  T. 
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Buffalo  Park,  January  i,  1875. 

To   the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  : 

Gentlemen :  I  respectfully  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  of  operations  on  the  several  parks 
under  your,  charge  during  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventy-four: 

For  the  first  four  months  an  average  daily 
force  of  about  fifty  men  were  employed  in  exca- 
vating the  embankment  of  the  former  line  of 
Delaware  street  across  the  Lake,  in  grading 
Lincoln  Parkway  below  Forest  Avenue,  and  in 
shaping  the  portion  of  the  Meadow  between 
former  line  of  Chapin  street  and  Ledgewood 
Concourse.  The  unusual  mildness  of  the  winter 
permitted  these  operations  to  be  carried  on  a)t 
comparatively  small  disadvantage. 

Immediately  on  the  opening  of  Spring  the 

number  of  men  employed  was  increased  to  about 

two  hundred,  and  the  general  work  of  improve 

ment  resumed  with  renewed  energy.     From  the 

first  of  May  until   the  close  of  the   year   the 
3 
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number  employed  daily  has  varied  but  slightly 
from  this  number,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  fol- 
lowing monthly  synopsis  : 

Foremen.        Laborers.    Teamsters. 

January,        2  38  6 

February, 3  50  9 

March, i  -  19  6 

April,        4  64  6 

May, 8  179  45 

June, 10  240  57 

July 9  149  36 

August, 9  138  40 

September, 8  169  39 

October,       8  195  43 

November,  ........  8  159  32 

December, 8  136  35 

The  Park. 

The  unsightly  dike  across  the  Park  Lake  which 
had  so  marred  its  appearance  during  the  previous 
year,  having  been  removed  early  in  the  season, 
the  full  expanse  of  the  water  and  complete  out- 
line of  the  shore  were  then  brought  into  view. 
The  entire  area  of  water  is  forty-six  acres — its 
length  from  the  Overflow  to  the  head  of  South 
Bay  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile — and  its  level 
from  twenty  to  twenty-five  feet  below  the  bluffs 
on  either  side.  Its  form  is  finely  diversified  by 
deep  sinuosities  and  projecting  headlands,  and 
by  the  varying  slopes  and  heights  of  the  encir- 
cling banks,  which,  from   every   point   of  view, 
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half  conceal,  half  reveal  the  extent  of  the  water 
surface.  Fine  prospects  of  it  are  obtained  from 
many  parts  of  The  Drive  and  of  the  different 
walks ;  and  from  whichever  point  viewed  its 
scenic  beauty  commands  attention,  and  has  been 
much  admired  by  visitors.  The  boating  facili- 
ties it  has  afforded  have  also  contributed  much 
to  the  enjoyment  and  recreation  of  the  public. 
The  demand  for  the  use  of  the  row-boats  in 
charge  of  Mr.  Fred.  Viele,  the  lessee,  has  steadily 
increased ;  and  every  pleasant  day  the  scene  has 
been  enlivened  by  blithe  boating  parties  gliding 
over  its  surface.  Throughout  the  season  the 
water  has  been  pure  and  clear,  without  any  ap- 
pearance of  the  weeds  or  mosses  which  grew  so 
rank  and  gave  so  much  annoyance  the  previous 
summer. 

Considerable  work  has  been  accomplished  in 
shaping  and  finishing  all  the  grounds  bordering 
on  the  water.  The  east  shore,  having  been  en- 
tirely formed  the  previous  year  by  soft,  newly 
excavated  swamp  muck,  had  settled  much  and 
very  unevenly.  It  was  again  worked  over  and 
the  foot-paths,  plantations,  and  general  surface 
adjusted  to  the  lower  level. 

The  section  of  the  north  bank,  between  the 
oM  and  new  line  of  Delaware  street,  was  all 
thoroughly  tile-drained  early  in  the  spring,  there 
being  used  in  this  work  three  thousand  feet  of 
one  and  one-fourth  inch  tile,  one  thousand  feet  of 
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four  inch  pipe  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  of 
six  inch  pipe.  The  cut  in  the  old  street  line  was 
filled  up  with  the  material  from  the  lake-dike, 
the  terrace  of  North  Cape  Concourse  was  re- 
arranged, sodded  and  furnished  with  two  flights 
of  steps,  and  the  adjoining  shore  line  remodeled 
from  North  Cape  to  the  Coppice  Bank.  On  the 
opposite  side,  or  South  Bluff,  the  deep  trench  on 
the  former  street  line  was  filled  with  similar 
material,  the  stock  in  the  adjoining  shrub-nursery 
set  out,  the  whole  plot  graded  and  seeded,  and 
the  foot-paths  in  the  plan  of  this  section'opened 
from  the  South  Bay  through  the  Beech  Banks 
to  Lincoln  Parkway  entrance. 

The  Beech  Banks  have  been  the  frequent 
resort  of  picnic  parties,  several  of  which  have 
come  from  the  outlying  towns  of  Erie  county. 
The  trees  of  this  grove  have  now  a  flourishing 
aspect,  and  have  evidently  been  much  benefited 
by  the  heavy  top-dressing  of  swamp  muck  ap- 
plied when  the  adjoining  portion  of  the  lake  was 
excavated ;  but  the  turf  has  been  much  injured 
by  the  throngs  frequenting  it.  The  popularity  of 
the  grove  clearly  indicates  that  its  limits  are  too 
narrow,  and  ampler  room  for  the  freer  dispersion 
of  picnic  parties  is  essential  to  the  preservation 
of  the  sward. 

The  West  Bluff"  section  has  been  graded  and 
soiled,  the  Branch  Drive  to  the  Concourse 
opened,  and  about  three  acres  of  the  west  angle 
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prepared  for  Nursery  Stock,  and  planted  with 
seedlings  and  scions  of  trees  and  shrubs. 

In  August  and  September  plans  were  received 
from  Mr.  Calvert  Vaux  for  a  Summer  House  on 
the  projecting  knoll  in  front  of  the  Beech  Banks, 
for  two  sheltered  seats  on  the  main  boat  land- 
ing, and  for  a  combined   Refectory  and   Boat- 
house  on  the  dock  below  the  Terrace.    Contracts 
for  these  structures  were  speedily  executed,  and 
their    construction    immediately    begun.      The 
Summer-house,  now  termed  The  Spire-house — 
from  its  long  tapering  roof — and  two  ornamental 
settees  at  the  main  landing  have  been  erected, 
and  the  work  on  the  Boat-house  is  well  advanced. 
This  structure — as  the  foundation  of  the  dock 
walls  seemed  insecure — is  built  on  eighty  white 
oak  piles  driven  down  to  hard  pan  and  firmly 
tied  together  by  strong  oak  walings.     The  main 
building  is  seventy-two  feet  by  sixteen  feet  and 
two  stories  high,  with  a  broad  wing  over  the 
dock  forty  feet  by  sixty  feet,  one  story  in  height, 
having  a  flat  deck-roof,  intended  to  be  used  as  a 
Summer  Refectory  in  connection  with  the  upper 
story  of  the  other  part.     It  provides  ample  ac- 
commodation for  the  anchorage,  care,  and  repair 
of  the  row-boats,  as  well  as  for  the  stowage  of 
all  boating  appurtenances ;  and  in  addition  fur- 
nishes all  the  most  needful  restaurant  conven- 

• 

lences.     It  will   supply   wants   that   have   been 
much  felt  during  the  past  two  seasons,  and  will 
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unite  and  harmonize  all  the  other  features  of 
the  Park  design  which  center^  at  this  important 
point. 

A  brick  sewer  two  feet  in  diameter  and  one 
thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-three  feet  in 
length  has  been  built  from  the  creek  below  the 
Overflow  to  near  the  foot  of  Lincoln  Parkway, 
for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  drainage  of  that 
approach  and  of  the  others  converging  on  Sol- 
diers* Place.  From  this  sewer  a  branch  of  six 
inch  glazed  pipe  two  hundred  feet  long  has  been 
laid  to  the  rear  of  the  Boat-house  to  carry  off 
the  slops  and  other  sewage  of  the  building. 

Early  in  the  season  the  need  of  good  drink- 
ing water  was  experienced  in  this  vicinity,  and 
two  pipe-wells  were  bored  in  positions  deemed 
favorable  for  good  water,  and  at  the  same  time 
in  convenient  proximity  to  the  picnic  grove. 
Another  was  likewise  sunk  at  a  point  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  Lake,  at  the  junction  of  the 
paths  below  North  Cape  Concourse.  In  each 
case  water  was  obtained  at  a  depth  of  about 
sixteen  feet,  but  the  taste  has  been  unpleasant 
and  the  supply  inadequate.  However,  by  the 
introduction  during  October  and  November  of 
the  city  water  from  the  main  in  Forest  Avenue, 
at  its  intersection  with  Lincoln  Parkway,  an 
abundant  supply  for  that  and  all  other  purposes 
for  which  it  may  be  wanted,  is  now  assured 
From  Forest  Avenue  to  the  edge  of  the  Meadow 
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near  the  Delaware  street  viaduct,  a  distance  of 
nearly  seven  thousand  feet,  a  six  inch  iron  pipe 
has  been  laid  along  the  general  line  of  The 
Drive;  thence  along  the  North  Woods'  Drive 
to  near  the  site  of  the  proposed  Steading  on 
Amherst  street,  a  distance  of  three  thousand 
three  hundred  and  sixty  feet,  a  four  inch  pipe 
has  been  laid.  From  this  main  several  branches, 
chiefly  of  three  inch  pipe,  have  been  laid  to 
points  where  they  can  be  conveniently  tapped  in 
future  connections  and  extensions.  Five  stop- 
valves  and  five  hydrants  have  also  been  inserted 
at  suitable  stations.  In  all  nearly  eleven  thou- 
sand feet  of  water-pipe  have  been  provided. 

In  the  beginning  of  August  a  contract  was 
made  with  Thomas  Dark  &  Sons  for  the  ma- 
sonry of  a  stone  viaduct  to  carry  The  Park  Drive 
over  Delaware  street.  Work  was  at  once  there- 
after begun,  and  the  structure  finished  early  in 
November.  The  labor  for  the  excavation  of  the 
foundations,  and  for  all  the  earth-filling  behind 
the  abutments,  as  well  as  all  material  used  except 
the  building-stone  and  the  scaffolding,  were  fur- 
nished by  the  Park  Commission.  It  is  a  single 
arch  forty  feet  wide  on  the  line  of  the  street,  and 
seventy-six  feet  wide  on  the  line  of  The  Park 
Drive.  The  abutment  walls  are  six  and  one- 
half  feet  high  from  the  sidewalk  to  the  spring  of 
the  arch,  and  the  key  of  the  arch  is  seventeen 
feet  above   the  road   level.     The  foundation  of 
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the  abutment  walls  on  the  east  side  is  in  sharp 
gravel  six  and  one-half  feet  below  the  road  level 
On  this  is  placed  a  wall  of  concrete  five  feet 
thick  and  ten  feet  wide.  The  west  abutment 
foundation  being  all  in  quick-sand,  a  double  layer 
of  stout  oak  plank  was  first  laid  over  the  whole 
bottom,  and  on  that  the  concrete  placed  as  on  the 
opposite  side.  The  stone  used  was  the  flinty 
limestone  from  Jammerthal  quarries,  built  in 
regular  rubble  courses,  with  corners  and  copings 
of  Williamsville  limestone.  The  plan  provides 
a  carriage-way  of  forty  feet  in  width,  two  foot- 
paths of  nine  feet  each,  and  outside  each  walk  a 
border  of  soil  eight  feet  wide,  in  which  it  is 
intended  a  thicket  of  shrubberj'  shall  be  planted 
in  the  spring,  by  which  the  masonry  will  be 
screened  so  that  it  will  be  invisible  from  The 
Drive. 

During  the  construction  of  this  bridge  neither 
the  trafific  of  the  street  below  nor  the  travel  on 
the  Park  Drive  above  was  at  any  time  obstructed. 
The  scaffold  centering  of  the  arch  was  provided 
with  an  opening  sufficiently  capacious  for  all  the 
traffic,  and  before  the  temporary  bridge  over  the 
south  half  was  removed  the  north  half  was  fin- 
ished and  opened  for  the  Park  travel. 

Behind  the  abutments  of  the  bridge  a  large 
amount  of  earth-filling  was  required,  which  was 
obtained  by  changing  the  height  and  slope  of 
the  banks  facing  Delaware  street.     When  this 
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was  finished  to  the  sub-grade  on  the  line  of  the 
roadway,  the  Drive  over  the  arch  and  for  about 
five  hundred  feet  on  either  side  of  it  was  con- 
structed with  stone  on  the  plan  of  a  Macadam 
road. 

A  picket  fence  five  feet  high  and  three  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  thirty-two  feet  long  has 
been  built  along  the  sides  of  that  part  of  Dela- 
ware street  lying  within  The  Park. 

In  the  vicinity  of  the  quarry  several  improve- 
ments have  been  made.  The  old  excavation  in 
the  limestone  ledge  in  front  of  the  Concourse 
was  filled  up  to  the  general  grade  of  the  grounds 
contiguous.  This  required  over  four  thousand 
cubic  yards  of  earth,  about  one-quarter  of  which 
was  rich  muck  obtained  from  the  east  bank  of 
the  Lake,  which  was  spread  over  the  whole  sur- 
face denuded.  All  the  section  which  had  been 
cut  off  from  the  Meadow  by  the  temporary  cross- 
drive  on  former  line  of  Chapin  street  has  been 
graded  and  seeded.  Ledgewood,  on  either  side 
of  the  Concourse,  has  been  graded  and  soiled 
where  the  rock  was  exposed,  so  as  to  be  ready 
for  seeding  next  spring.  The  South  Drive, 
which  for  six  hundred  feet  from  the  Concourse 
had  lain  half-finished  for  two  years,  was  com- 
pleted with  road-metal  and  gravel,  and  its  side- 
gutters  paved  with  cobble-stones.  The  Con- 
course which    also    about    two    years   ago    had 

been  partially  formed,  was  likewise  stoned  and 
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graveled ;  the  gutter  on  either  side  was  paved 
with  cobbles  ;  and  on  the  front  a  dressed  curb  and 
flat  gutter  of  Williamsville  limestone  were  set 
The  North  Drive  for  the  distance  of  twelve 
hundred  feet  from  the  Concourse  was  also  stoned, 
but  is  not  yet  graveled,  nor  are  the  gutters 
paved. 

Since  the  first  of  August  the  Quarry  has  been 
constantly  wrought,  furnishing  stone  for  road- 
making,  bridge -building,  etc.;  and  the  steam 
stone-crusher  for  breaking  road-metal  has  been 
steadily  going  during  almost  the  same  period. 
About  fifteen  thousand  cubic  yards  of  stone 
have  been  quarried ;  all  of  it  admirably  adapted 
to  road-making,  and  so  conveniently  situated 
and  so  easily  quarried  and  broken  up,  as  to 
fully  manifest  the  great  advantage  to  the  Parks 
of  having  such  a  fine  supply  of  suitable  road 
material  within  their  bounds. 

The  outside  strips  of  land  on  the  north  border 
of  the  Meadow  on  each  side  of  the  North  Woods 
where  the  young  grass  had  failed  the  previous 
year,  was  manured,  cultivated  and  then  re-seeded. 

The  angle  of  low  land  between  the  Amherst 
street  entrance  and  the  line  of  Colvin  street 
was  tile-drained,  and  the  branch  sewer  along  the 
North  Drive  extended  to  near  the  proposed  site 
of  the  Steading.  In  this  work  three  thousand 
feet  of  one  and  one-fourth  inch  tile,  eight  hun- 
dred and  sixty  feet  of  four  inch  pipe  and  four 
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hundred  and  fifty  feet  of  six  inch  pipe  were  used. 
The  greater  part  of  the  plants  in  the  Nursery  of 
this  quarter  has  been  planted  out,  and  chiefly 
along  the  eastern  boundary.  From  the  Nursery 
below  Ledgewood  many  trees  have  also  been 
transplanted — principally  to  the  Meadow,  and 
along  the  north  bank  of  the  Lake. 

The  grass  on  all  parts  of  the  Park  has  been 
frequently  mown  in  order  to  secure  a  close  and 
even  sward ;  and  from  July  to  October,  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  sheep  were  pastured  on  the 
Meadow.  On  large  areas  the  turf  is  still  unsat- 
isfactory, partly  owing  to  a  succession  of  very 
dry  summers,  but  mainly  because  of  the  sterility 
of  the  soil.  As  at  least  a  partial  remedy  to  this 
about  two  thousand  cubic  yards  of  manure  have 
been  purchased  at  the  Stock  YaWs.  This  is 
being  delivered  by  the  Central  Railroad  at  Col- 
vin  street,  and  thence  hauled  to  and  spread  upon 
the  Meadow. 


Humboldt  Parkway. 

The  borders  of  Humboldt  Parkway,  wherever 
the  grading  had  been  completed  the  previous 
year,  were  well  cultivated  and  seeded  to  grass 
at  the  opening  of  the  spring.  Young  tulip  trees 
were  planted  along  all  the  finished  parts,  many  of 
which  have  since  died  or  exhibit  impaired  vitality. 
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The  south  half  of  the  double  Drive  from  Steele 
to  Puffer  street,  has  been  opened  to  the  sub- 
grade,  and  also  the  east-side  traffic-way  from 
Scajaquada  Creek  to  Ferry  street. 

The  drainage  of  this  Parkway  has  had  special 
attention.  From  Steele  to  Puffer  street  four 
transverse  sewers  have  been  laid  in  the  lines  of 
small  runnels,  the  courses  of  which  could  not 
conveniently  be  diverted. 

From  Scajaquada  Creek  to  the  crest  of  the 
hill  near  the  Parade,  a  line  of  sewer  has  been 
built  with  branches  at  short  intervals  to  silt 
basins  along  the  Drives.  From  the  Creek  to 
the  south  side  of  Ferry  street,  the  sewer  is  of 
briqk,  and  two  feet  in  diameter.  Thence  for 
twelve  hundred  feet  southerly  the  diameter  is 
eighteen  inches,  and  the  remainder  socket  pipe 
of  suitable  sizes.  All  the  drainage  requisite 
on  the  line  of  this  Parkway  is  now  completed. 
There  has  been  laid  during  the  year: 

1,187  lineal  feet  of  brick  sewer,  2     feet  in  diameter. 
1,351  lineal  feet  of  brick  sewer,  iH  feet  in  diameter. 

754  lineal  feet  of  socket  pipe,  i    foot  in  diameter. 

932  lineal  feet  of  socket  pipe,  9    inches  in  diameter. 

902  lineal  feet  of  socket  pipe,  6    inches  in  diameter. 

780  lineal  feet  of  socket  pipe,  4    inches  in  diameter. 

5,906  total  feet. 
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The  Parade. 

On  The  Parade  considerable  progress  has  been 
made  in  the  development  of  the  design  on  that 
part  of  it  which  lies  east  of  the  former  line  of 
Walden  street.  All  the  Carriage-ways  and  most 
of  the  foot-paths  have  been  opened,  and  the 
adjacent  grounds  dressed  and  enriched  with 
good  soil  from  the  site  of  the  Refectory  and  Car- 
riage Concourse,  and  from  the  new  street  upon 
the  Eastern  boundary.  A  brick  sewer  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-eight  feet  long  and  eighteen 
inches  wide  has  been  built  from  Genesee  street 
to  the  Refectory  site,  which  drains  the  cellar  of 
that  intended  structure,  the  greater  portion  of 
which  has  been  excavated.  Twenty  silt  basins 
have  been  placed  in  the  line  of  the  Drives  receiv- 
ing the  surface  water  at  short  intervals,  and  dis- 
charging it  into  the  leading  mains  of  the  general 
drainage  system,  thus  preventing  the  wash  here- 
tofore made  during  heavy  storms.  In  making 
these  connections  one  thousand  four  hundred 
and  twenty-one  feet  of  pipe  were  laid. 

In  October,  the  City  Street  Commissioner 
opened  North  and  East  Parade  streets  which 
bound  the  grounds  from  Avenue  A  to  Genesee 
street,  and  are  intended  to  carry  the  traffic  which 
has  heretofore  passed  across  the  Parade  on  the 
former  line  of  Walden  street,  which  part  may 
now  at  any  time  be  closed.     On  the  line  of  the 
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above  streets  a  plank  walk  four  feet  wide  has 
been  laid  on  the  side  next  to  The  Parade. 

A  light  crop  of  hay  was  secured  at  the  first 
mowing  of  the  finished  grounds  which  during 
the  remainder  of  the  year  were  statedly  cut  so  as 
to  maintain  the  turf  in  good  condition.  Several 
base-ball  clubs  had  the  privilege  of  playing  upon 
a  portion  of  these  grounds  during  the  season, 
but,  as  the  practice  of  such  amusements  injures 
permanently  a  large  portion  of  the  turf,  the  ex- 
tent to  which  their  use  for  such  purposes  can  in 
the  future  be  permitted,  requires  your  careful 
consideration. 


F'lLLMORE  Avenue. 

Fillmore  Avenue  one  hundred  feet  wide, 
with  a  roadway  fifty  feet  in  width  has  been 
graded  and  opened  to  traffic  from  The  Parade  to 
William  street,  a  distance  of  over  a  mile  and  a 
quarter.  A  plank  walk  four  feet  wide  has  been 
laid  along  the  same  distance.  Near  Lovejoy 
street  an  arched  stone  culvert  six  and  a  half  feet 
in  the  clear  has  been  built  the  full  width  of  the 
Avenue.  At  three  other  points  on  this  Avenue, 
on  the  line  of  small  water  courses,  suitable  drain- 
age has  been  provided  by  laying  glazed  sewer 
pipe.  Below  William  street,  the  only  work  done 
has  been  to  arrange  for  the  removal  by  next 
spring  of  all  the  buildings  standing  on  the  line. 
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West-Side  Approaches. 

On  the  Parkways,  Avenues  and  Places  located 
on  the  west  side  of  the  city,  important  improve- 
ments have  been  effected.  Lincoln  Parkway  has 
been  graded,  and  the  two  outer  traffic  roads 
opened  from  Forest  Avenue  to  Soldiers'  Place. 
The  Carriage-way  of  Soldiers'  Place  has  been 
opened  the  full  width,  and  the  additional  or 
double  Drives  on  Chapin  and  Bidwell  Parkways 
have  also  been  opened  to  the  sub-grade.  Chapin 
and  Bidwell  Places  have  likewise  been  graded, 
and  the  plans  thereof  partially  unfolded. 

Sewer  pipes  of  suitable  sizes  with  branches  to 
inlet  basins  at  brief  intervals  have  been  laid 
from  a  point  on  Lincoln  Parkway  five  hundred 
feet  below  Forest  Avenue  to  Soldiers*  Place,  and 
thence  branching  to  the  foot  of  Bidwell  Park- 
way, and  to  the  summit  of  Chapin  Parkway.  I 
the  bottom  of  the  ravine  which  formerly  crossed 
Chapin  Place,  a  culvert  of  glazed  pipe,  eighteen 
inches  in  diameter  was  laid,  and  sufficient  drain- 
age provided  for  Chapin  Place,  and  for  the  por- 
tion of  Chapin  Parkway  sloping  in  that  direc- 
tion. In  the  drainage  of  these  Parkways  there 
have  been  laid  during  the  year : 
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325  feet  of  18  inch  socket  pipe. 

654  feet  of  15  inch  socket  pipe. 

1,130  feet  of  12  inch  socket  pipe. 

1,347  feet  of    9  inch  socket  pipe. 

2,694  feet  of    6  inch  socket  pipe. 

2,476  feet  of    4  inch  socket  pipe. 

Total,  8,626  lineal  feet. 

From  Chapin  Place  to  the  Boat-house,  a  plank 
walk  four  feet  wide  has  been  laid  on  the  easterly 
side  of  Chapin  and  Lincoln  Parkways. 

On  the  borders  of  these  Parkways,  as  far  as 
they  were  graded  by  the  first  of  June,  rows  of  elm 
trees  were  planted.  Four  rows  of  the  same  kind 
of  tree  were  also  planted  on  the  sidewalks  of 
"  The  Avenue."  In  all  over  one  thousand  trees 
have  been  set  out  on  these  approaches,  nearly  all 
of  which  have  shown  vigorous  growth  during  the 
past  season. 

In  June,  a  coating  of  gravel  obtained  from 
North  Street  Circle,  was  spread  on  "The  Ave- 
nue," over  a  width  of  twenty-five  feet,  with  a  thick- 
ness of  about  four  inches.  This  soon  became 
well  compacted,  and  for  the  remainder  of  the 
year  afforded  a  firm  and  smooth  wheel-way. 


The  Circle. 

The  work  of  improvement  on  The  Circle  at 
the  junction  of  "The  Avenue"  and  Porter  Ave- 
nue was  re-commenced  on  the  twenty-second  of 
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May;  but  soon  after,  it  having  been  decided  to 
alter  the  design,  the  work  was  suspended  until 
the  latter  part  of  August,  when  the  present  plan 
was  received  from  Mr.  Olmsted  and  adopted  by 
you. 

The  work  was  then  actively  resumed,  the 
grounds  all  graded,  the  lines  of  the  roadway  and 
a  portion  of  the  foot-paths  opened,  and  pipes 
laid  for  drainage,  for  gas-lamps,  and  for  the 
water  supply  of  the  fountains.  The  Carriage-way 
has  been  constructed  on  the  Macadam  plan,  with 
twenty  inches  of  broken  stones  compacted  well 
by  the  steam  roller,  and  surfaced  with  gravel. 
The  gutters  have  been  laid  with  dressed  curbs 
and  flags  of  Medina  sandstone. 

Sixty  trees,  twenty-five  feet  to  thirty  feet  in 
height,  and  about  six  inches  in  diameter  of  trunk, 
most  of  which  were  obstructions  on  the  line  of 
the  work  on  Porter  Avenue,  have  been  trans- 
planted to  The  Circle  by  the  two  tree-moving 
machines. 

The  site  of  The  Circle  having  been  formerly  a 
cemetery  many  remains  have  been  exhumed  in 
the  progress  of  the  work,  all  of  which  have  been 
carefully  collected  and  re-interred  in  the  plot 
in  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery  purchased  for  this 
purpose. 
5 
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Porter  Avenue. 

The  north  half  of  Porter  Avenue  has  been 
graded  and  twenty-six  feet  in  width  of  the  road- 
way excavated  to  the  depth  of  twenty  inches. 
It  has  been  filled  in  with  rubble-stone  and  road- 
metal  in  the  same  manner  as  on  the  Circle  as  far 
down  as  Ninth  street,  while  the  work  on  the 
remainder  is  progressing. 

The  sewer  formerly  terminating  a  little  below 
the  junction  of  York  street  has  been  extended 
seven  hundred  feet  to  the  upper  side  of  Twelfth 
street,  and  the  proper  drainage  of  the  whole 
Avenue  provided  for.  The  valuable  trees,  which 
have  had  to  be  removed  in  widening  this  thor- 
oughfare, have  been  carefully  transplanted  by 
means  of  the  tree-trucks — some  to  the  Circle, 
as  above  stated,  some  to  The  Front,  and  some  to 
the  new  sidewalk  line  of  the  Avenue.  In  all 
one  hundred  and  ten  trees,  ranging  from  twenty 
feet  to  forty  feet  in  height,  and  from  six  inches 
to  twelve  inches  in  diameter  have,  during  this 
fall,  been  transplanted. 

The  Front. 

On  The  Front  but  little  work  has  been  done. 
About  five  thousand  yards  of  surplus  material 
from  the  work  on  Porter  Avenue  have  been  used 
in  filling  depressions   in  the  flats  between  the 
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canal  tow-path  and  the  Terrace,  and  in  widening 
the  Avenue  along  the  southern  boundary'.  The 
grass  here  has  been  mowed  regularly  so  as  to 
secure  and  preserve  a  good  sward,  and  the  walks 
and  drives  have  been  kept  in  fair  condition. 
Constant  base-ball  practice  on  the  Play-ground 
throughout  the  summer  has  seriously  injured  the 
turf  there,  which,  if  allowed  as  unrestrictedly 
during  another  year,  will  be  entirely  destroyed. 


Prospect  Hill  Parks. 

The  Prospect  Hill  Parks  have  been  duly 
mown  and  the  walks  kept  in  trim  order.  In 
widening  Porter  Avenue  the  south  fence  of  each 
square  was  taken  up  and  a  strip  thirty-four  feet 
wide  cut  off  from  each  Park. 


Niagara  Square. 

At  Niagara  Square  the  grass  on  the  triangular 
plots  has  occasionally  been  mown,  and  slight 
changes  have  been  made  in  appearances  by  re- 
moval of  decaying  fences  and  shrubbery.  Com- 
paratively little  attention  has  been  bestowed 
upon  this  locality,  as  some  parts  are  still  under 
private  control,  and  radical  changes  are  antici- 
pated in  it  at  an  early  day  in  connection  with 
the  erection  of  the  proposed  Soldiers*  Monument. 
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During  the  summer  months  four  policemen 
from  the  city  force  were  detailed  for  Park  duty. 
They  were  found  to  be  of  great  service  in  pre- 
serving necessary  order,  in  preventing  trespass, 
and  in  guarding  against  or  mitigating  accident 

The  number  of  visitants  to  the  Park,  both  on 
foot  and  in  vehicles,  have  been  much  larger  than 
in  the  previous  year,  but  as  no  daily  returns 
were  made  the  exact  increase  cannot  be  stated. 

Again  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  valuable 
services  of  Mr.  Thomas  J'.  Rogers,  who,  since 
May  first,  has  been  in  charge  of  the  Engineer 
Department,  and  has  furnished  all  the  lines, 
levels  and  working  plans  required  in  executing 
the  various  details  of  the  work.  I  have  like- 
wise  to  acknowledge  the  efficiency  evinced  by 
Mr.  George  Troup,  Assistant  Superintendent, 
and  the  aid  accordingly  received  from  him  since 
October  fifteenth,  when  he  took  special  charge 
of  all  the  work  being  done  on  The  Circle  and 
on  Porter  Avenue. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  McMillan, 

General  Superintendent, 


FINANCIAL   STATEMENT,  1874, 


Abstract  ov  Receipts  and  Expenditures. 


Improvement  Fund. 

Receipts. 

Balance  in  treasury,  Dec.  31,  1873, 
From  avails  of  Park  Bonds  issued 

in  1874,    ..... 
From  Fillmore  Avenue  Fund 
From  sales  of  hay,    .     .     . 
From  sales  of  old  buildings. 
From  sales  of  earth,  sod,  etc. 
From  sales  of  scrap  iron,  . 

From  rent, 

FVom  Secretary  and  Treasurer  on 

account  of  pay  rolls,       .     . 

Total, 


^100,000.00 
27,815.44 

393- 00 
I 90 . 00 

156-50 
11.63 

50.00 


$799-39 


73.57  $128,690.14 
129,489.53 


For  construction,  .... 
For  teams  and  labor,  .  . 
For  Engineer  corps,  .  .  . 
For  Engineer's  office,  .  . 
For  plans  and  designs,  .  . 
For  horses,  vehicles,  etc.,  . 
For  tools,  implements,  etc., 
For  trees,  shrubs  and  seeds. 


Disbursements. 

S39>352.88 


75,355-62 

1,589-25 
391.90 

864 . 00 

1,003.00 

4,072.49 

1,689.86 
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For  opening  streets  (local  taxes),  1,880.19 

For  fertilizers, 229.00 

For  printing  and  advertising,  .     .  577-35 

For  miscellaneous, 464.88 

$127,470.42 
Add  balances  in  hands  of  Secre- 
tary and  Treasurer  on  accout 
of  pay  rolls, 73-57  $i27»543-99 

Balance  in  Treasury  December  31,  1874,  i)945-54 


Maintenance  Fund. 

Receipts, 

From  General  Fund,  1874,    .     .     .  $16,300.00 

Disbursements, 

For  salaries  of  officers,     ....  $5,682.31 

For  office  expenses, 642 .  25 

For  teams  and  labor, 6,656.17 

For  keeping  and  care  of  animals,  .  684.35                        * 

For  tools  and  implements,     .     .     .  319*  39 

For  Fertilizers, 530.00 

For  printing,  advertising  and  sta- 
tionery,      247.84 

For  local  taxes, i>355*64 

For  miscellaneous,        122.50     $16,240.45 

Balance  to  General  Fund,  1875,     .  59*55 


Lfiv^  cj  t  a  .+- 


James  Sturgia 
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COMMISSIONERS. 


His  Honor  THE  MAYOR,  Ex-officio. 
PASCAL  P.  PRATT,  DENNIS  BOWEN, 

EDWARD  BENNETT,  JOSEPH  BORK, 

BRITTON  HOLMES,  SHERMAN  S.  JEWETT, 

COOLEY  S.  CHAPIN,  MICHAEL  MESMER, 

EDWIN  T.  EVANS,  DE  WITT  C.  WEED, 

PATRICK  SMITH,  JOSEPH  WARREN, 

JOSEPH  L.  FAIRCHILD,      DANIEL  D.  HARNETT, 

AUGUSTUS  FUCHS. 


President 

PASCAL  P.  PRATT. 


Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

WILLIAM  F.  ROGERS. 


Consulting  Landscape  Architect. 

FREDERIC  LAW  OLMSTED. 


General  Superintendent. 

WILLIAM  McMillan. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 


*  •  « 


Executive  Committee, 

PASCAL  P.  PRATT,      SHERMAN  S.  JEWETT, 
JOSEPH  WARREN,       EDWIN  T.  EVANS, 

DE  WITT  C.  WEED. 


Committee  on  Grounds, 

DENNIS  BOWEN,  COOLEY  S.  CHAPIN, 

JOSEPH  L.  FAIRCHILD,      JOSEPH  BORK, 

AUGUSTUS  FUCHS. 


Auditing  Committee. 

PATRICK  SMITH,  EDWARD  BENNETT, 

MICHAEL  MESMER,  BRITTON  HOLMES, 

DANIEL  D.  HARNETT. 


b. 


PARK  COMMISSIONERS'  REPOR  T. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council  of  the 
City  of  Buffalo : 

Section  23,  chapter  165,  of  the  Laws  of  1869 
requires  that  "  the  Park  Commissioners  shall,  in 
the  month  of  January  of  every  year,  make  to 
the  Common  Council  of  said  city  a  full  report 
of  their  proceedings,  and  a  detailed  statement  of 
all  their  receipts  and  expenditures." 

On  the  thirty-first  of  December,  1874,  there  re- 
mained in  the  City  Treasury,  to  the  credit  of  the 
Park  Improvement  Fund,  the  sum  of  $1,944,54. 
The  receipts  during  the  year  1875,  have  been  as 
follows :  Appropriated  by  Common  Council, 
$200,doo  ;  from  other  sources,  $1,874.00,  making 
a  total  of  $203,818.54,  The  expenditures  have 
been  $201,580.70,  leaving  a  balance  in  Treasury 
on  the  thirty-first  of  December  last,  of  $2,237.84. 

The  appropriation  made  for  maintenance  was 
$18,600.00,  and  the  expenditures  $18,590.40. 

The  detailed  statements,  required  by  law, 
accompany  this  report 

An  amendment  to  the  park  act,  passed  May 
7th,  1872,  authorized  the  Common  Council  to 


issue  the  bonds  of  the  city  to  such  an  amount, 
not  exceeding  four  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
"  for  the  purpose  of  laying  out,  improving  and 
embellishing  the  park  or  parks,  the  approaches 
thereto  and  connecting  streets,"  "  provided,  how- 
ever, that  such  bonds  shall  not  be  issued  to  ex- 
ceed in  amount  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  in 
any  one  year." 

One  hundred  thousand  dollars  per  year  of  the 
bonds  of  the  city  were  issued  under  this  author- 
ity during  the  years  1872,  1873  and  18  74,  leaving 
one  hundred  thousand  to  be  issued  last  year. 

During  the  winter  of  1874-75,3  large  portion 
of  our  population,  who  depend  upon  daily  labor 
for  daily  bread,  were  unemployed.  The  office  of 
the  Park  Superintendent  was  daily  besieged  by 
this  class — coming  in  crowds  in  the  early  dawn 
of  the  winter  morning,  beseeching  work  in  terms 
which  proved  the  dire  necessity  which  had  driven 
them  forth  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  employmen  t. 
The  Park  was  their  objective  point,  it  was  a  pub  - 
lie  work,  and  where  else  could  they  look  for  em- 
ployment with  less  risk  of  beingdenied  ?  Impo  r- 
tunity  resolved  itself  into  a  demand.  The  funds 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Board  had  been  consumed 
in  the  previous  season's  work,  and  it  became  a 
serious  question  how  the  demands  of  the  labor- 
ers should  be  met.  The  Common  Council  met 
the  question  promptly  by  passing  a  resolution 
requesting  the  Park  Commissioners  to  continue 
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such  work  on  the  parks  as  would  furnish  employ- 
ment to  unskilled  labor,  and  early  in  February 
of  last  year  authorized  the  issue  of  bonds  to  the 
amount  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  con- 
tinue the  work.  Legislation  was  also  obtained 
to  enable  the  Council  to  make  a  further  issue  of 
park  bonds  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars — one  hundred  thousand  to  be  issued 
in  the  year  1875,  and  one  hundred  thousand  in 
1876. 

In  July  last,  the  issue  of  bonds  to  the  amount 
of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  was  authorized. 
The  appropriation  of  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars  during  the  past  year  has  enabled  the 
Commissioners  to  furnish  employment  to  a  large 
number  of  laborers.  The  work  has  been  pushed 
vigorously,  of  which  the  improved  appearance 
of  the  grounds  bear  the  amplest  proof. 

The  following  statement  exhibits  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  in  each  year  since  the  work 
commericed.  The  sum  paid  for  the  lands  taken 
is  also  included. 

Year.  Receipts.  Expenditures. 

1870,    ........     $350,000.00  S33o»778.o7 

1871, 159,106.40  169,976.16 

1872, 104,459.83  110,278.96 

^873» 103,620.27  105,354.92 

^^74,    . 128,690.14  127,543.99 

^^ISy 201,874.00  201,580.70 

I 

Total,      .     .     .       $1,047,750.64  $1,045,512.80 

Balance  in  Treasury,  Dec.  31,  1875,     ....      $2,237.84 


This  financial  statement  is  presented  for  the 
information  of  your  honorable  body  and  the  cit- 
izens of  Buffalo  whom  you  represent  The  lands 
originally  taken  for  park  purposes,  cost  the  city 
in  the  year  1869,  three  hundred  and  five  thousand 
dollars — an  average  of  about  six  hundred  dollars 
an  acre.  The  cost  of  the  improvements  made 
during  the  past  six  years  have  averaged  about 
fourteen  hundred  dollars  an  acre,  making  the 
entire  cost  of  the  Park,  excluding  Fillmore  ave- 
nue, in  round  numbers,  two  thousand  dollars  an 
acre. 

Fillmore  avenue,  extending  from  the  south 
line  of  Best  street,  opposite  the  Parade,  to  the 
north  line  of  Seneca  street,  a  distance  of  over 
eleven  thousand  feet,  was  opened  to  a  width  of 
one  hundred  feet  in  1874.  Previous  to  this  time, 
that  portion  of  it  between  Best  and  Batavia 
streets  was  a  public  highway,  sixty-six  feet  in 
width  and  known  as  the  Adams  road.  The  lands 
taken  for  this  approach  to  the  Park  have  an  area 
of  about  eighteen  acres  and  cost  the  city  by  ap- 
praisal in  1873,  seventy-two  thousand  dollars,  an 
average  of  about  four  thousand  dollars  an  acre.' 
This  fact  is  stated  to  illustrate  the  rapid  increase 
jn  the  valuation  of  real  estate  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Park  improvements. 

The  city  has  not  paid  an  extravagant  price 
for  its  Park  lands,  and  the  money  which  has  been 
expended  upon  the  improvements  has  been  paid 


to  our  own  laborers  and  mechanics.  Leaving 
out  of  consideration  the  advantages  arising  from 
the  employment  of  labor  and  the  beneficial  in- 
fluences attending  the  development  of  the  Park 
system,  the  Park,  as  a  financial  enterprise,  has  in 
it  the  elements  of  success,  if  it  is  not  already 
entitled  to  be  regarded  a  success.  The  additional 
taxes  received  on  the  increased  valuation  of  the 
lands  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Parks  will  surely  be 
sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  upon  the  park  bonds 
and  the  annual  percentage  to  the  sinking  fund 
created  for  their  ultimate  payment.  The  follow- 
ing table,  taken  from  the  Assessors'  valuation  of 
the  taxable  real  property  of  the  city,  shows  the 
increase  the  past  five  years : 


X870. 

1875. 

Increase. 

I  St  Ward,    »     .     .     .  ^,230,505 

^,600,635 

$370,130 

2d      " 

3*250,965 

3,415,885 

164,920 

3d      " 

.     1,471,905 

1,573,990 

102,085 

4th     « 

.     2,179,645 

2,229,850 

50,205 

5th     " 

.     1,875,275 

2,556,895 

681,620 

6th     " 

944,275 

1,054,395 

110,120 

7th     " 

1,608,805 

1,925,700 

316,895 

Sth     " 

2,884,060 

2,952,010 

67,950 

9th     " 

.     3,969,715 

4,187,655 

217,940 

loth     " 

.     3,659,385 

4,149,595 

490,210 

nth     " 

.     2,170^985 

2,752,640 

581,655 

1 2th     " 

.     1,171,135 

1,456,580 

285,445 

13th     " 

872,560 

1,087,905 

215,345 

• 

$30,289,215 

$33,943,735 

$3,654,520 

2 


These  figures  show  an  increase  of  three  mil- 
ions,  six  hundred  and  fifty-four  thousand,  five 
lundred  and  twenty  dollars — an  average  increase 
a  valuation  of  about  six  hundred  thousand  dol- 
ars  a  year.  In  the  three  wards  in  which  the 
ands  originally  taken  for  the  Park  are  princl- 
lally  located — namely,  the  seventh,  eleventh  and 
vvelfth  wards — the  increase  is  one  million,  one 
lundred  eighty-three  thousand,  nine  hundred 
nd  ninety-five  dollars,  or  about  two  hundred 
housand  dollars  a  year,  proving  that  at  least 
ine-third  of  the  total  increase  is  in  these  wards, 
f  the  city  continues  to  prosper  for  the  next  five 
ears  in  the  same  ratio  as  for  the  past  five  years, 
nd  the  valuations  are  properly  advanced  from 
ime  to  time,  the  increased  receipts  of  the  city 
reasury  arising  from  the  system  of  Park  im- 
provements will  meet  all  the  obligations  incurred 
p  to  the  present  time.  Meanwhile  the  Park, 
ihlch  is  now  only  fairly  opened  to  the  public, 
rill  be  increasing  in  beauty  and  affording  fresh 
leasures  to  our  citizens. 

It  is  not  the  purpose  of  the  Park  Commission- 
rs  to  ask  the  Common  Council  to  authorize 
xpenditures  upon  the  Park  in  excess  of  the 
ppropriations  now  provided  for,  by  law.  The 
wo  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  which  the 
louncil  obtained  legislative  authority  to  bond 
le  city  last  year  was  not  asked  by  the  Board, 
t  was  the  voluntary  act  of  the  Council,  done 
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for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  employment  to  our 
laboring  population.  The  money  has  been  faith- 
fully expended  to  meet  this  design,  as  the  ab- 
stract of  expenditures  herewith  presented  will 
show — the  amount  paid  for  construction,  teams 
and  labor  aggregating  $179,15943  during  the 
past  year.  The  condition  to  which  the  drive- 
ways and  the  grounds  generally  have  been 
brought  is  the  best  evidence  that  the  fund  has 
been  economically  and  effectively  used. 

Reference  to  the  principal  works  undertaken 
during  the  past  year,  some  of  which  are  still 
incompleted,  is  appropriate  here. 

Since  the  excavation  of  the  Park  Lake  was 
completed  it  was  found  impossible  to  keep  the 
water  to  the  designated  level,  as  required  by  the 
plan,  in  consequence  of  the  back-water  overflow- 
ing the  lands,  owned  respectively  by  the  Buffalo 
City  Cemetery  and  Rev.  Dr.  Lord,  for  some  dis- 
tance above  the  point  where  the  Creek  enters 
the  Lake.  To  obviate  this  difficulty  an  arrange- 
ment was  made  with  the  Trustees  of  the  Cem- 
etery ahd  Dr.  Lord  to  raise  the  banks  on  each 
side  of  the  Creek  by  excavating  the  swamp  and 
using  the  material  taken  therefrom  to  form  the 
banks.  The  work  was  performed  by  a  portion 
of  the  Park  force,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Superintendent,  the  Cemetery  Associaticfn  and 
Dr.  Lord,  each  contributing  their  share  to  the 
expense.    About  sixteen  thousand  cubic  yards 
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of  swamp  muck  was  removed,  forming  an  orna- 
mental pond  with  an  area  of  about  three  acres, 
and  a  depth  of  about  five  feet  below  the  water 
line.  The  excavation  revealed  many  large  springs 
in  the  bottom,  furnishing  a  copious  supply  of 
clear  water.  While  this  work  improved  in  a 
marked  degree  the  grounds  bordering  the  Creek, 
it  has  permitted  the  water  in  the  Lake  to  be 
raised  to  the  proper  level  without  causing  dam- 
age by  back-water. 

Farmstead. 

The  erection  of  a  building,  to  be  used  as  a 
residence  and  office  by  the  General  Superintend- 
ent, was  commenced  in  August  last  The  house 
is  thirty  by  thirty  feet,  two  stories  high,  with  a 
broad  one-story  wing  for  office  purposes.  The 
foundation  of  the  barn  and  stables  have  also 
been  laid.  The  house  and  sheds  adjoining  is 
nearly  completed  and  ready  for  occupation. 

These  buildings  are  intended  to  accommodate 
all  the  administrative  business  of  the  Park,  to 
furnish  shelter  from  the  weather,  and  safe  stor- 
age for  all  machines,  wagons,  implements  and 
tools;  to  provide  barn  room  for  hay,  feed  and 
litter,  and  stabling  and  courts  for  all  horses,  cows, 
sheep,  deer  and  fowls  that  may  be  kept  on  the 
Park.  It  is  also  intended  in  due  time  to  erect 
at  the  Farmstead  a  public  Refectory  or  Dairy, 
where  plain  meals,  chiefly  of  fresh  farm  produce , 
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parks  which  cannot  fail  to  grow  in  popular  favor 
as  they  come  into  more  general  use. 

It  is  a  pleasure,  also,  to  acknowledge  the  value 
of  the  services  rendered  by  Mr.  William  McMil- 
lan, the  General  Superintendent,  under  whose 
vigilant  and  intelligent  charge  all  the  work  on 
the  Parks  has  been  carried  forward  so  success- 
fully. His  detailed  report  of  the  practical  oper- 
ations of  the  past  year  is  submitted  herewith, 
and  commended  to  careful  attention. 
I  It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  at  all  times,  that 
the  credit  for  the  scheme  of  the  Park,  as  well  as 
for  the  designs  and  plans  for  the  improvement 
of  the  grounds,  is  due  exclusively  to  Mr.  Fred. 
^  Law  Olmsted,  the  Landscape  Architect. 

Pascal  P.  Pratt,  President, 

Philip  Becker, 

Dennis  Bowen, 

Edward  Bennett, 

Joseph  Bork, 

Edwin  T.  Evans, 

Joseph  L.  Fairchild, 

Britton  Holmes, 

Sherman  S.  Jewett, 

Cooley  S.  Chapin, 

Patrick  Smith, 

Michael  Mesmer, 

Daniel  D.  Harnett, 

De  Witt  C.  Weed, 

Augustus  Fuchs, 

Joseph  Warren. 
Buffalo,  January,  1876. 
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the  Lake  had  not  hitherto  been  filled  to  the  es- 
tablished level.  By  this  excavation  the  full  depth 
of  water  in  the  Lake  has  been  obtained  the  past 
summer,  and  an  ornamental  pond  of  about  three 
acres  was  formed  in  what  was  formerly  a  boggy 
swamp. 

This  work  was  completed  about  the  end  of 
February.  At  the  same  time  all  the  work  on 
the  Park  drives  that  could  be  done  advanta- 
geously at  that  season  of  the  year  being  finished 
the  force  employed  was  discharged.  During 
these  two  months  of  mid-winter,  as  also  during 
the  last  months  of  the  previous  year,  an  average 
number  of  200  men  had  been  employed  daily. 
By  occasional  changes  in  the  personnel  of  the 
force,  over  800  men  shared  more  or  less  in  the 
work.  This  was  done  to  benefit  slightly  the 
most  deserving  and  destitute  of  the  men  among 
the  crowds,  which  at  this  season  of  the  year 
were  daily  applying  for  work. 

The  ground  was  not  in  fit  condition  to  resume 
operations  until  the  middle  of  April.  By  the 
first  of  May  the  work  of  the  season  was  in  full 
progress  at  all  points,  and  was  steadily  prose- 
cuted with  an  average  daily  force  of  about  400 
men  until  the  first  of  October.  The  following 
table  shows  the  organization  of  the  force,  and  the 
average  number^of  men  employed  daily  during 
each  month. 
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The  work  done  on  the  drives  of  the  Park 
t;  comprises  the  completion  of  all  the  trunk  drive 

west  of  the  meadow,  including  the  several  con- 
f  I  courses  connected  with  it ;  about  800  feet  of  the 

I  North  Wood's  Drive  from  the  stone  arch,  east- 

erly, and  about  1,800  feet  of  the  East  Wood's 
Drive  from  Ledge  wood  Concourse  to  the  Farm- 
stead. In  all  7,300  feet  of  drive  have  been  con- 
structed this  year,  exclusive  of  the  concourses. 
In  addition  to  this  the  foundation  stone  has  been 
laid  in  the  branch  drive  to  the  new  East  en- 
trance, and  in  a  portion  of  the  branch  drives  to 
the  Farmstead. 

The  method  of  road  construction  has  been 
to  lay  on  the  bottom  (previously  worked  to  a 
true  subgrade)  a  foundation  course  of  rubble 
blocks  six  to  nine  inches  thick.  Then  fill  in  the 
interstices,  and  cover  with  quarry  chips  to  a 
total  depth  of  about  twelve  inches.  All  uneven 
spalls  are  broken  or  hammered  into  place,  and 
then  the  layer  compacted  by  the  heavy  steam 
•  roller  until  all  perfectly  solid  and  firm.     On  this 

foundation  a  layer  of  about  four  inches  of  stone 
broken  small  by  the  steam  stone-crusher,  is  spread 
and  thoroughly  rolled.  The  final  surface  is  then 
formed  with  about  two  inches  of  selected  gravel, 
which  is  well  soaked  with  water  while  being 
rolled,  and  the  rolling  continued  until  it  has  a 
smooth  and  hard  finish.  The  road  has  a  crown 
of  about  nine  inches  in  the  center;  and  a  gutter 
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on  each  side  two  feet  wide,  paved  with  Medina 
blocks  laid  in  twelve  inches  of  sand,  carries  the 
water  to  sewer  receivers  built  at  short  and 
regular  intervals. 

Nearly  seven  thousand  feet  of  the  walks, 
chiefly  along  the  Drive  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Lake  have  been  built  with  stone  chips  laid  about 
twelve  inches  deep,  and  surfaced  with  fine  gravel. 
Six  thousand  five  hundred  feet  of  walk  have 
been  temporarily  surfaced  with  gravel  without 
any  stone  ballast  Three  thousand  feet  more  of 
footpaths  are  graded  and  opened  without  any 
stone  or  gravel,  making  a  total  of  about  three 
miles  of  walks  now  open. 

In  constructing  the  walk  immediately  back  of 

the  Boat-house,  the  base  of  the  bank  being  too 

close  to  the  building,  it  was  cut  into  sufficiently 

to  give   ample  space  in  the  rear.     A  massive 

retaining  wall  four  feet  thick  was  built  in  the 

face  of  this  bank.     This  wall  is  so  planned  that 

it  also   supports   on   any  easy  grade  the  walk 

from  the  Grove  which  here  descends  the  bank 

to  the  Lake  beach  in  front  of  the  Terrace.     It 

also  provides  by  a  broad  flight  of  steps  (built 

temporarily  of   wood)    direct   access   from  the 

Grove  to  the  rear  of  the  house.    The  portion  of 

this  wall  supporting  the  main  line  of  the  walk 

is  built  of  large  rough  stones  from  the  upper  or 

"flint-stone"  ledges  of  the  quarry.     These  are 

laid  "dry"  with  an  irregular  rustic  face,  showing 


onspicuously  the  curious  flinty  nodules,  and 
linker-like  wrinkles  of  slag,  so  suggestive  of 
,  previously  fused  condition  of  the  flinty  rock. 
The  wall  is  capped  with  a  limestone  coping  on 
vhich  is  built  an  ornamental  wooden  parapet 
irhich  guards  the  walk  on  top.  Vines  will  be 
'lanted  at  the  base  of  the  wall  so  as  to  give  it 
ventually  the  general  aspect  of  a  broken  ledge 
if  rock  overgrown  with  ivy. 

The  construction  of  the  Boat-house,  which  was 
pegun  late  in  the  autumn  of  1874  under  con- 
ract  with  Mr.  J.  R.  Munroe,  was  continued 
hrough  the  winter  whenever  the  weather  was 
avorable.  It  was  finished  in  time  to  be  opened 
o  the  public  on  the  third  of  July,  under  the  man- 
gement  of  Mr.  Jacob  Mayer  as  lessee  of  the 
Restaurant,  and  of  Mr.  John  Viele  as  lessee  of 
he  Boating  Department  During  the  summer 
rionths  it  was  a  great  accommodation  to  visitors ; 
nd  its  facilities  for  hiring  boats,  or  for  obtaining 
ight  refreshments,  were  quite  extensively  used 
.nd  duly  appreciated  by  the  public.  About  the 
nd  of  September  the  Refectory  Department 
fas  closed  for  the  season. 

By  its  peculiar  design  this  building  is  admira- 
ily  adapted  to  the  various  different  purposes 
I'hich  it  serves.  The  boating  accommodations 
irovided  are,  in  connection  with  the  adjoining 
mding  pier,  unusually  ample  and  convenient, 
t  furnishes  a  roomy  office  for  the  boatman,  with 
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The  Boat-house,  though  a  structure  of  consid- 
erable size,  and  of  quite  original  design,  and 
though  'located  near  the  most  contracted  portion 
of  the  Park,  where  nearly  all  the  travel  must 
concentrate  and  pass,  yet  it  is  not  especially  con- 
spicuous to  the  eye  from  any  point,  nor  does  it 
obstruct  any  important  view.  The  deep  elbow 
of  the  shore  line  at  the  foot  of  the  Beech  banks 
in  which  it  is  situated,  prevents  any  prominent 
intrusion  of  its  artificial  features  to  arrest  the 
attention  or  withdraw  the  eye  from  the  natural 
scenery  of  the  grounds.  It  is  from  every  side 
either  partially  screened  or  well  backed  up  by  the 
wooded  bank,  so  that  its  ornate  architecture 
and  exterior  decoration  are  by  the  unobtrusive 
location  kept  entirely  subordinate  to  the  sur- 
rounding rural  associations  of  the  Park,  and 
quietly  merge  in  the  natural  features  of  the 
landscape. 

The  completion  of  the  Boat-house,  and  of  the 
drive  and  walks  in  that  vicinity,  have  added 
greatly  to  the  facilities  for  the  public  enjoyment 
of  this  portion  of  the  Park.  The  picnic  grove 
was  furnished  with  additional  settees  and  tables, 
and  many  school,  social  and  family  parties  have 
assembled  in  it  during  the  season.  The  boating 
facilities  being  also  increased,  many  persons 
availed  themselves  every  pleasant  day  of  the 
healthy  exercise  and  recreation  which  a  row  on 
the  Lake  afforded. 
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old  street  line  and  the  strip  of  ground  exterior 
to  it  have  been  thoroughly  graded  and  cultivated, 
and  also  well  fertilized  with  manure  from  the 
East  Buffalo  Stock  Yards,  A  portion  of  this 
ground  has  been  seeded  to  grass,  and  the  re- 
mainder, including  the  fine  oak  grove,  is  ready 
for  seeding  in  the  spring. 

The  position  of  the  two  branch  drives  and 
entrances  from  Amherst  street  has  been  changed. 
When  originally  designed  there  was  no  railroad 
in  this  vicinity,  and  no  connection  with  North 
Buffalo  or  Buffalo  Plains  except  by  Amherst 
street.  The  entrances  were  therefore  located  oa 
it  at  the  points  where  on  either  side  it  first 
touched  the  Park  boundary.  Since  then  the 
"belt  line"  of  the  Central  road  has  been  con- 
structed on  a  route  which  skirts  all  the  east  and 
north  side  of  the  Park  at  an  average  distance  of 
about  half  a  mile.  A  station  is  established  at 
the  crossing  of  Main  street,  and  two  more  are 
projected  at  Colvin  and  McPherson  streets  re- 
spectively. New  approaches  to  the  Park  have 
been  designed  by  Mr.  Olmsted  from  each  of 
those  stations,  and  he  has  changed  the  Park 
entrances  to  correspond  to  them. 

Both  of  the  former  entrances  from  Amherst 
street  are  now  closed,  and  a  new  entrance  on 
this  street  has  been  opened  opposite  the  head 
of  Colvin  street.  Another  entrance  has  been 
opened  on  the   east  boundary,  which  connects 
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with  the  Main  street  station  by  a  new  approach 
through  the  grounds  of  Mr.  E.  R.  Jewett,  which 
he  has  named  "Jewett  Avenue."  It  has  already 
been  laid  out  and  opened  by  Mr.  Jewett,  and  the 
roadway  is  being  constructed  in  a  substantial 
manner  with  stone  substructure  and  gravel  sur- 
face on  the  general  plan  of  the  drives  of  the  Park. 
A  third  entrance  (not  yet  opened)  is  to  be  on 
the  north  boundary,  nearly  opposite  the  North 
Bluff"  Concourse,  and  is  to  connect  directly  with 
North  Buffalo  by  an  approach  through  the 
grounds  of  Mr.  B.  C.  Rumsey. 

The  change  in  the  location  of  these  entrances 
has  involved  a  corresponding  change  in  the  site 
and  plans  of  the  Farmstead.  It  has  been  moved 
from  the  edge  of  the  oak  grove,  near  Colvin 
street,  to  the  east  border  of  the  Park,  abqut  half 
way  between  Amherst  and  Chapin  streets.  The 
revised  plans  of  the  Farmstead  having  been  fully 
matured  and  approved,  work  on  the  site  chosen 
was  begun  in  July.  The  branch  drives  connect- 
ing with  it  were  opened,  the  soil  removed  from 
the  court-yards,  and  all  excavations  made  for  th  e 
masonry  foundations. 

On  the  tenth  of  August  the  erection  of  the 
Superintendent's  house  was  begun,  and  the  work 
on  the  Farmstead  buildings  has  since  been  stead  - 
ily  prosecuted.  At  this  date  the  house  has  been 
completed,  with  the  exception  of  the  painting 
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a  few  interior  fittings.  The  masonry  found- 
n  of  the  barn  and  stable  has  been  laid,  and 
shed  range  adjoining  the  house  is  nearly  fin- 
d.  These  sheds  and  barn  will  afford  much 
ied  protection  from  the  weather  to  the  ma- 
les, wagons,  implements,  plant  and  stock  of 
cinds  in  use  on  the  Parks, 
'he  house  is  a  broad,  roomy  structure  of 
int  outline,  two-stories  high,  with  a  broad 
-story  office  wing.  The  first  story  is  built  of 
le  from  the  Park  quarry.  The  porch,  cor- 
i  and  trimmings  are  hewn,  and  the  body  of 

walls  is  rock-faced  masonry,  in  "  broken 
liar"  courses.  The  upper  story  is  of  wood, 
rhanging  boldly  on  heavy  corbels,  and  "  panel " 
ned.  The  roof  projects  broad  and  low  over 
!zas  in  front  and  rear. 

'o  supply  water  to  the  Farmstead  and  to  this 
ion  of  the  Park  generally,  the  line  of  water- 
2  has  been  extended  to  this  point  This 
insion  branches  from  the  main  pipe  laid  last 
r,  near  the  west  fork  of  the  Meadow  drive, 

follows  the  general  course  of  the  South 
re  to  Ledgwood  Concourse.  A  branch  crosses 

Meadow  to  the  East  drive,  near  the  east 
ranee,  and  thence  to  the  Farmstead.  The 
e;th  of  this  extension  is  4,915  feet  It  is  all 
six-inch  pipe,  except  seventy-five  feet  of  four 
1,  which  are  offset  to  four  hydrants  by  the 
?  of  the  drive  for  filling  the  sprinkling  trucks. 
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To  vary  and  enrich  still  further  the  vegetation 
of  the  Lake  shore,  numerous  water-edge  plants, 
such  as  sedges,  rushes,  flags,  callas,  etc.,  have 
been  freely  introduced  by  the  margin  of  the 
water.  A  few  water-lily  and  nelumbo  roots  have 
also  been  deposited  in  the  muddy  bottom  of 
quiet  nooks.  To  give  this  class  of  plants  the 
proper  condition  for  healthy  growth,  the  practice 
of  lowering  the  water  about  three  feet  every 
winter  ought  to  be  abandoned. 

Four  pairs  of  swans,  imported  from  Hamburg 
in  March,  were  added  to  the  water  fowls  on  the 
Lake.  One  died  shortly  after  arrival,  but  the 
others  have  thriven  well,  and  been  interesting 
objects  to  all  visitors.  One  hundred  English 
house-sparrows  were  furnished  gratuitously  to 
the  Commission  by  the  New  York  Department 
of  Parks,  and  were  let  loose  in  the  picnic  grove 
They  have  all  migrated  to  the  thickly-settled  por- 
tions of  the  city,  where  a  few  of  the  same  species 
had  been  previously  domesticated.  These  useful 
birds  are  already  quite  numerous  in  some  of  our 
streets,  and  a  small  flock  have,  for  the  past 
month  or  more,  made  the  rank  growth  of  ivy  on 
St  Paul's  Church  their  winter  head-quarters. 
Their  familiar,  lively  chirrup  and  bold,  active 
habits,  have  attracted  general  attention  in  this 
neighborhood. 
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contract,  by  Mr.  Louis  Lenhardt.  In  October, 
the  carpenter  work  was  let  to  Mr.  Joseph  Church- 
yard, from  the  plans  and  specifications  of  Mr. 
Calvert  Vaux,  and  the  erection  of  the  building 
was  begun  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  the  month. 
,  Rapid  progress  has  been  made  on  the  work,  and 
at  this  date  all  the  frame  of  the  main  building, 
except  the  tower,  has  been  set  up  and  pndosed. 
In  August,  two  new  streets  named  "West 
Parade  Avenue  "  and  "  Keller  street,"  on  the  west 
and  north  boundary  line  of  the  Parade,  were 
graded  and  opened  by  the  Park  force.  The 
material  removed  being  mostly  good  soil,  was 
used  to  dress  the  sidewalk  borders  of  Fillmore 
avenue.  The  borders  of  this  avenue  were 
planted  in  spring  with  two  rows  of  trees  on  each 
side,  and  a  layer  of  gravel  was  placed  on  the 
center  of  the  roadway  from  the  Parade  to  Wil- 
liam street.  From  William  street  to  the  railroad 
crossing  the  avenue  has  been  filled  up  to  grade 
with  clay  from  cellar  excavations  in  that  vicinity. 

Westside  Parkways. 

On  Lincoln  Parkway,  a  brick  sewer,  eighteen 
inches  in  diameter  and  880  feet  long  has  been 
built.  It  connects  the  separate  portions  of  this 
sewer  line  built  last  year,  and  completes  the  sur- 
face drainage  of  the  Parkways  in  this  section. 
At  the  crossing  of  Forest  avenue  the  permanent 
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The  roadway  of  this  portion  is  thirty-five  feet 
wide.  It  has  been  stoned  and  graveled  about  a 
foot  in  depth,  and  a  gutter  three  feet  wide  paved 
on  each  side.  On  the  edge  of  the  north  gutter- 
llj  line  a  picket  fence  enclosing  the  Front  has  been 

*•-  built  from  near  the  canal  to  the  Front  entrance, 

and  thence  on  the  west  side  of  Sixth  street  as 
far  as  required  by  the  design. 

The  portion  of  Sixth  street  opposite  theTront 
has  been  graded  the  full  width,  the  gutters  opened 
and  the  carriageway  rounded  up.  Half  of  the 
cost  of  this  work  was  paid  by  the  owners  of  the 
property  fronting  on  the  east  side  of  the  street 

• 

The  Front. 

All  the  drive  of  the  Front,  excepting  the  Fort 
Porter  branch,  and  including  the  broad  Terrace, 
has  been  completed.  On  the  inside  edge  of  the 
Terrace  footpath  a  heavy  curb  of  Williamsville 
limestone  has  been  set ;  and  the  permanent  con- 
struction of  this  walk  has  also  been  finished.  A 
large  portion  of  the  stone  used  in  the  work  here 
was  obtained  from  the  old  quarry  on  the  low 
grounds  back  of  the  canal  near  the  north-west 
corner.  The  flat  plot  behind  the  towpath  in  the 
southwest  angle  has  been  graded  and  is  nearly 
ready  for  seeding. 

The  Play  Green  has  been  used  for  base  ball 
games   nearly  every  afternoon  of  the  summer 
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habits — for  women  and  children — for  invalids 
wishing  a  quiet  stroll  to  inhale  the  refreshing 
lake  breeze — or  for  family  parties  in  quest  of  a 
pleasant  garden  walk,  or  an  hour's  enjoyment  of 
\\t\\  the  grand  lake,  river,  and  frontier  prospect 

The  fences  around  the  Prospect  Hill  Parks 
have  been  removed,  and  the  high  bank  at  the 
south  end  graded  to  the  new  line  of  Porter 
avenue.  The  grass,  paths,  and  trees  have  been 
kept  in  fair  order  during  the  season. 

On  Niagara  Square  the  remaining  fences,  old 
shrubs,  and  such  trees  as  were  spindly  in  growth, 
or  were  decaying,  have  been  removed.  The  tri- 
angular plats  were  sown  with  grass  seeds  which 
have  grown  well.  The  grass  has  been  statedly 
mown,  and  the  pavements  cleaned. 

The  usual  maintenance  work  of  the  year  on 
all  the  Parks,  including  the  general  care  and 
repair  of  roads,  walks,  turf  and  plantations,  has 
been  duly  attended  to  as  thoroughly  as  the  main- 
tenance allowance  would  permit. 

Six  men,  selected  from  the  working  force  for 
superior  character  and  intelligence,  were  sworn 
in  as  special  policemen ;  and  in  connection  with 
regular  duties  in  the  keeping  in  order  of  specific 
portions  of  the  grounds,  were  entrusted  with 
the  prevention  of  trespasses,  and  the  general 
enforcement  of  the  Park  regulations.  A  portion 
of  the  City  Mounted  Police  has  also  daily  pa- 
trolled the  Parks,  and  has  been  of  great  service 


APPENDIX. 


Drives,   Walks,   Drains,   Sewers, 
Water-pipes,  Etc, 


'cs  completed  exclusive  of  the  side 

incourses, t 

ned   to  subgrade   only,  exclusive  of 

rmstead  branches,      .        .        .        ■  i 

Total  length  of  the  Park  Drives,  3 

ks  finished  with  stone  and  gravel,      .      6,600  or     i^ 
ned  with  gravel  surface  only,  .  6,500  or     \\ 

ned  without  stone  or  gravel        .        .       2,800  or      ^ 

Total  length  of  Walks  opened  .        15,900  or    3 

nage  tile  laid  (  ijin.to    3  in.  bore),   114,430  or  ai^ 

; rage  pipe  laid  {  4    in.  to  15  in.  bore),     24,350! 

k  sewers  laid  (18    in.  to  Z4in.diam.),       1,383  or    5 

e  sewers  laid  (iS    in.  to  24  in.  diam.),         600J 

Total  length  of  combined  drainage 

and  sewerage,    ....   140,763  or  z6i 

of  sewer  receivers  built,  loi. 

:r-pipe  laid*  9,890  ft.  6-in.,  3,480  ft. 

in.,  530  ft.  3-in.    Total,     .        .        .     13,900  or     a^^ 

of  hydrants  set,  12.     No.  of  stop- 
Ives,  7, 

iludci  i,>ja  Dki  oil  Uncoln  Parkwiy. 
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The  Parade. 

Drives,  exclusive  of  concourse   (opened 
to  subgrade  only),         .... 

Walks  stoned  and  graveled,     .         i>7561 
Walks  opened  to  subgrade  only,     4,185/ 

Drainage    tile    laid    (li    in.    to  3    in. 

bore),         ....  45,884 

Sewerage    pipe  laid   (4   in.   to  12   in. 

bore),         ....  6,975 

Brick  sewer  laid  (18  in.  diam.),  138 

No.  of  sewer  receivers  built,  20. 

Water-pipe  laid  from  street  main,  215  ft. 
4-in.,  185  ft.  3-in.     Total,     . 

Hydrants,  2.     Stop-valves,  2. 


Feet. 


Mllct. 


5,660  or     lyj^r 
5)941  or     itVdt 


52,997  or  10 


400 


The  Front, 

Drive  finished,  including  length  of  Ter- 
race,     1,575 

Drive,  opened  to  subgrade  only  (branch 
to  Fort  Porter),      .         .        .         425 

Walks  stoned  and  graveled, 

Drainage  tile    laid    (li    in.   to  3    in. 

bore),  ....  6,020 

Sewerage  pipe    laid    (4   in.   to  9    in. 

bore),  ....  3*450. 


2,000 


4,800 


9»47o 


No.  of  sewer  receivers  built,  20. 
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rainage  tile  laid  in  Humboldt  Parkway, 

li  in.  bore, S.300 

iwerage  pipe  laid  in  all  the  parkways, 
avenues  and  places,      ....     16,400 
'ick  sewers  built,  18  in.  diam.,  2,021  ft.; 
24  in.  diam,,  1,187  ft-t  ■  3.208 

3tal  length  of  drainage  and  sewerage  on 

the  avenues, 34,908  or     4^ 

3tal  length  of  drainage  and   sewerage 

on  the  Park, 140,763  or  26-iV 

ita!   length  of  drainage  and  sewerage 

on  the  Parade, 5*i997  or  10 

3tal   length  of  drainage  and  sewerage 

on  the  Front, 9i470  or     i^ 

ital   length  of  drainage  and  sewerage 

on  the  Park  lands,        ....  228,138  or  43 

».  of  sewer  receivers  built  on  the  park- 
ways, avenues  and  places,  150;  No.  of 
sewer  receivers  built  on  the  Park,  Front 
and  Parade,  141.     Total,  29T. 

).  of  planted  trees  and  shrubs  on  the 
parks,  parkways,  &c.,  45,000. 

}.  of  planted  trees  and  shrubs  in  the 
park  nurseries,  g,ooo. 


Area  of  Park  Lands. 


Acn*.    Aero. 


Park  Lake 46^ 

Park'Lands  bordering  the  Lake, .     .    74I 
"  Water    Park "    (all   west  of    the 

Stone  Arch), tai^ 

Park  Meadow  (all  inside  of  Circuit 

Drive), 133 

Park      Lands    bordering     on      the 

Meadow, 107J 

"Meadow    Park"   (all    east  of  the 

Stone  Arch), 329J 

Total  area  of  the  Main  Park,  .  350rf 

Parade  Ground  {all  inside  Circuit 

walk), i9fV 

Parade  Lands  (exclusive  of  Parade 

Ground), 361V 

Total  area  of  the  Parade  Park,  55^^ 

Front  Play  Green, 7^*5 

Front  Terrace  Concourse,      .     -     .  sfy 
Front,  exclusive  of  Green  and  Con- 
course,              307^7 

Total  area  of  the  Front  Park,  .  31^ 

Niagara  Square 5 

Prospect  Hill  Parks, 7W 

North  Street  Circle, 4^^ 

Bidwell  Square, sy^ 

Chapin  Square, 5 

Soldier's  Place, 81*5 

Agassis  Place, 4^'^ 

Total  area  of  Small  Parks,   .     . 40  A 


FINANCIAL   STA  TEMENT,  1875. 


BSTRACT    OF    RECEIPTS    AND    EXPENDITURES. 


Improvement  Fund. 


Receipts. 
nee  in  treasnry,  Dec.  31,  1874, 
of  hay  and  pasturing  sheep,  . 
suildings  and  trees,       .     .     . 


ir,  excavating  swamp  lands,  . 
ir  improving  Sixth  St.,  .  . 
1  Common  Council,       .     . 

amount  in  hands  of  Secrc:tary, 


$1,944-54 


S4SS 

50 

74 

00 

S 

00 

182 

50 

6>4 

00 

J 

406 
00,000 

00 

$! 

01,854 

■' 

$203,818.54 


truction, $86,65  •  •  37 

tisand  labor, 92,508.06 


ling  Amherst  St.,  city  tax, 
neer's  corps,  .  .  . 
neer's  office,  ,  .  ■ 
3  and  designs,  .  . 
s,  shrubs  and  seeds, 
s,  implements,  &c;,  . 

Carried  forward, 


1,861.32 
2,030.25 
85.78 
3,679.0a 
4.36= -37 

■  $"96>7a5-38 
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Brought  forward,     ....  Si96t7»S-38 

Fowls,       301.50 

Fuel,     .     .         1,096 .10 

Printing,  advertising,  &c,,    .     .     .  1,012.17 

Fertilizers, 259,50 

Horses,  vehicles,  &c.,      ....  694.77 

Furnishing  boat-house,    .     •    .     .  1,067.73 

Miscellaneous, 4^3-55    201,580.70 

Balance  in  treasury,  Dec.  31, 1875,  $3,237.84 


Maintenance  Fund. 
Receipts. 
Appropriated  by  Common  Council, 


Disbursements. 

Teams  and  labor $9,641.66 

Salaries  of  officers, 6,291.74 

Office  expenses, 595.28 

Keeping  and  care  of  animals,       .  690.97 

Printing  and  advertising,     .     .     .  151 -83 

Tools  and  implements,    ....  364.74 

Fertilizers, 609.75 

Insurance, loo.oo 

Miscellaneous, i44-43 

Balance  to  General  Fund,    .     .     . 


Li-: 
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expenditure  of  $12,000  for  material,  $2,000  for 
skilled  labor,  and  S8,ooo  for  teams,  or  a  total  of 
$22,000,  which  amount  had  to  be  taken  from  the 
Park  Improvement  Fund. 

The  endeavor  to  provide  work  last  winter  re- 
sulted in  the  completion  of  about  480,000  square 
feet  of  stone  carriage-way,  and  about  183,000 
square  feet  of  foot-way,  at  a  total  cost  of  $52,000, 
divided  as  follows: 

For  teams, $'5,400 

For  material,  (road  metal,  <:urb-sione,  gravel,  itc.)     la.ooo 

For  skilled  labor, 1,000 

For  labor  by  men  sent  out  by  Overseer  of  the  Poor,  11,600 
Total, *52,ooo 

The  work  accomplished  has  been  of  great  prac- 
tical benefit  to  the  Parks,  by  adding  over  two 
miles  of  finished  Macadam  road  to  the  driveways 
and  opening  and  completing  many  of  the  foot- 
paths. 

In  the  report  submitted  to  your  Honorable 
Body  in  January,  1876,  it  was  stated  that  at  least 
$75,000  of  the  $100,000  which  the  Common 
Council  was  authorized  to  appropriate  for  im- 
proving and  embellishing  the  parks  last  year 
would  be  required  to  meet  outstanding  engage- 
ments, and  the  remainder  could  be  most  advan- 
tageously expended  in  finishing  portions  of  the 
ground  preparatory  to  planting.  These  out- 
standing engagements  included  the  sums  re- 
quired for  the  construction  of  the  Parade  House, 
stable  sheds,  etc.,  and  for  the  completion  of  the 


THE    POOL. 


for  had  not  a  portion  of  that  fund  been  devoted 
to  other  work,  as  previously  explained. 

When  the  winter  shall  have  settled  the  new 
filling  on  this  avenue,  a  little  surface  dressing 
and  a  temporary  culvert  over  the  creek,  will  next 
season  put  it  in  the  same  condition  for  summer 
travel  as  the  other  parkways.  Thus  all  the  bou- 
levards of  the  park  scheme  are  now  practically 
opened  to  travel  on  the  sub-grade  or  bed  of  the 
permanent  roadway.  The  total  length  of  all 
roadways  now  open  is  about  twelve  miles,  exclu- 
sive of  the  drives  within  the  limits  of  the  several  ' 
parks. 

With  seasonable  care  and  attention,  and  an 
occasional  light  dressing  of  gravel,  smooth  and 
pleasant  drives  are  secured  during  the  summer. 
while  at  the  season  of  the  year  when  the  road 
bed  is  soft,  travel  on  them  is  comparatively  slight. 
The  construction  of  more  permanent  roadways 
may  be  deferred  until  the  travel  becomes  more 
frequent  at  all  seasons.  On  those  portions  most 
used,  stone  roads  can  then  be  built  from  time  to 
time  as  the  increase  of  travel  may  demand.  The 
sections  where  finished  drives  at  an  early  day 
are  most  desirable  are  on  the  parkways  from 
Chapin  place  to  the  Park,  and  on  Fillmore  avenue 
from  Batavia  to  Genesee  streets. 

But  however  long  the  time  may  be  before  the 
travel  shall  require  the  construction  of  Macadam 
roads  in  all  the  parkways,  the  shade  trees  which 
have  already  been  planted  on  each  of  them  will 


The  pre-eminence  of  our  beautiful  city  fof  shady 
streets  and  pleasant  homes  would  thus  be  main- 
tained and  advanced 

By  the  extension  of  the  Genesee  street  Rail- 
road track  to  the  junction  of  Best  street,  visi- 
tors to  the  Parade  are  carried  by  the  horse  cars 
within  one  hundred  feet  of  the  grounds.  In  this 
respect  the  Parade  can  now  be  as  conveniently 
reached  by  the  public  as  the  Front.  To  the 
Park,  however,  the  accommodation  for  travel  by 
the  street  cars  is  very  defective.  The  walk  from 
the  nearest  point  on  either  the  Main  or  Niagara 
street  line  is  more  than  a  mile.  The  major  por- 
tion of  the  community  is  thus,  in  effect,  shut  out 
from  the  main  Park.  This  is  a  serious  depriva- 
tion to  many  people  who  would  gladly  avail 
themselves  of  the  benefit  of  frequent  Park  re- 
creation if  they  could.  The  broad  meadows, 
shady  groves,  placid  water,  pastoral  scenery  and 
quiet  rural  association  of  the  Park — exclusive  of 
the  special  attractions  of  boating — make  pro- 
longed or  oft  repeated  visits  to  it  more  enjoyabk' 
to  a  large  and  worthy  class  in  the  community  than 
any  pleasure  derived  from  the  distinctive  features 
of  either  of  the  smaller  Parks.  A  cheap  and 
convenient  line  of  public  conveyance  to  the  Park 
is  therefore  urgently  needed. 

We  hope  when  the  new  State  Asylum  shall  be 
occupied  that  the  combined  travel  to  and  from 
the  Asylum,  the  Park  and  the  Cemetery,  both 
by  Main  and  Niagara  street  cars,  will  be  sutTi- 


supplement  the  first  general  plan  of  the  city  on 
a  scale  in  fit  accordance  with  the  original  design. 

Until  the  Park  scheme  was  adopted  nearly  all 
of  the  six-rod  streets  in  the  city  had  been  planned 
and  located  as  soon  as  the  Indian  title  to  the 
lands  was  extinguished,  and  before  any  village 
settlement  had  grown  up.  Unfortunately  as  the 
town  grew  and  spread,  the  later  additions  to  the 
plan  were  in  many  respects  not  commensurate 
with  its  first  inception.  New  streets  were  often 
narrower  and  nearer  together  than  the  old,  and 
even  the  newer  extensions  of  old  streets,  as  of 
Genesee  and  Virginia  for  instance,  were  made 
narrower  than  the  portion;^  first  laid  out.  Many 
streets  have  also  been  located  with  no  regard  to 
any  general  or  comprehensive  plan. 

Ihe  opening  of  the  parkways  has  tended  to 
counteract  this,  and  has  even  led  to  the  widen- 
ing of  several  streets  previously  laid  out — -as  Fo- 
rest avenue,  Bouck  avenue,  Ferry  street  and 
others.  Much  better  provisions  for  commodious 
travel  and  intercommunication  throughout  the 
city  during  its  future  growth  has  thus  been  most 
opportunely  secured.  The  wisdom  of  these  re- 
cent additions  to  the  plan  of  Buffalo,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  establishment  of  the  Parks,  will 
be  more  fully  appreciated  by  future  generations. 

The  following  statement  is  presented  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  the  source  of  all  the  receipts 
for  Park  purposes  and  the  gross  amount  paid  for 
the  lands,  and  for  the  improvement  and  embel- 
lishment of  the  same  to  the  present  time: 
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Receipts. 
From  award  of  Park  bonds,       .     ,     ,     .  {1,095,000.00 

From  General  Fund,  1870, 3,282.11 

From  Maintenance  Fund,  1871,          ...  2.591.86 

From  Maintenance  Fund,  1872,     ....  3>43S-48 
From    City  Comptroller,    bonds  retired    In 

'873 S,ooo-oo 

From  awards  of  Fillmore  avenue  bonds,    .  100,000.00 
From  Maintenance  Fund,  1876,     ....  29,469.35 
From    sales   of    old    buildings.    Park    pro- 
ducts, iVc,   12,250.93 

Total  receipts, Si.J5'.o29.73 

DlSItURSEMENTS. 

For  lands  taken  for  Park  pur- 
poses,  t37<'.''73-9" 

For  construction,  embellish- 
ment, etc., _?I3j45^8—Ji_._250- '23^99 

Balance  unexpended,  $905-74 


Tarle  of  the  Issue  and   Maturttv  of  Park  Bond: 


Bonds  issued  in  1870,  payable  in 

I9'S.  . 

s 

100.000 

Bonds  issued  In  1S70,  payable  m 

1916,  . 

100.000 

Bonds  issued  m  1870,  payable  m 

1917,  . 

150,000 

Bonds  issued  in  1871,  payable  in 

.9 '8, 

50,000 

Bonds  issued  in  1871,  payable  m 

1919,  . 

100,000 

Bonds  issued  in  1872,  payable  in 

1921,  . 

100,000 

Bonds  issued  in  1873,  payable  in 

"9^3.  ■ 

95,000 

Bonds  issued  in  1873,  payable  in 

1924. 

(Fillmore  Avenue)         .     .     . 

100,000 

Bonds  issued  in  1874,  payable  in 

.924, 

100,000 

Bonds  issued  in  1875,  payable  in 

•925.  ■ 

100,000 

Bonds  issued  in  1875,  payable  in 

1915.  - 

100,000 

Bonds  issued  in  1876,  payable  in 

1926,  . 

100,000 

$. 

195,000 

I. ess  amount  in  Park  Redemptior 

Fund, 

I  a. 000 

Total  liabilities  for  Park  purposes 

$. 

,83,000 
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Receipts  and  Expenditures  in  each  Year  sincf 
THE  Commencement  of  Work. 


Improvement  Fund. 

In  the  year  1870, 
In  the  year  1871, 
In  the  year  1872, 
In  the  year  1873, 
In  the  year  1874, 
In  the  year  1875, 
In  the  year  1876, 

Total, 
Balance  unexpended, 


Receipts. 

$  45»5 10-65 
159.106.40 

104,459.83 

103,620.27 

128,690.14 

201,874.00 

131,094.53 


*874,355-82 


Expenditures. 
$    26,288.72 
169,976,16 
110,278.96 

io5»354-92 

127,54399 
201,580.70 

132,426.63 

$873,450.08 
$90574 


The  amount  placed  in  the  estimates  for  main- 
tenance during  the  past  year  was  $s6,cxx).  In 
accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Common 
Council  over  $30,000  of  this  sum  was  paid  for 
improvement.  The  amount  really  transferred  to 
the  Improvement  Fund  was  $29,469.35.  E.x- 
pended  during  the  year  in  this  department 
$26,524.99,  leaving  a  balance  in  the  fund  of  $5.66. 

The  completed  drives,  and  the  opening  of  all 
the  Park  roads  and  avenues,  the  proper  care  and 
protection  of  them,  together  with  the  buildings, 
bridges  and  improvements  generally,  will  add 
largely  to  the  cost  of  maintenance.  There  are 
about  seventeen  miles  of  driveway  to  be  kept  in 
good  condition,  a  large  portion  of  which  requires 
sprinkling  in  dry  weather.  About  four  hundred 
and  eighty  acres  of  grass  land  require  frequent 
cutting,  and,  together  with  the  attendance  re- 
quired by  the  nursery  stock,  young  plantations, 
etc.,  demand  a  small  force  of  men  and  teams  to 
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be  constantly .  employed  during    the    growing 
season. 

A  detailed  statement  of  all  receipts  and  ex- 
[jentlitures  is  herewith  presented. 

Pascal  P.  Pratt,  President, 
Philip  Becker, 
Dennis  Bowen, 
Edwin  T.  Evans, 
Sherman  S,  Jewett, 
Edward  Bennett. 
C(X)LEV  S.  Chapin, 
Patrick  Smitoi, 
Joseph   L.  Faikchilu, 
Michael  Mesmer, 
Augustus  Fuchs, 
Geuroe  Urban, 
James  R.  Smith, 
Hiram   Exstein, 
James  H.  Metcalfe, 
Frank   Perew. 


GENERAL  SUPERINTENDENTS 
REPORT. 


The  I'akk,  l>.;<:cmbcr  2\  \f,^b. 
To  the  Board  ok  Park  Commissioners-. 

Gentlemen :  I  respectfully  present  a  report 
of  the  work  done  on  the  Parks  during  the  year 
1876: 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  work  was 
in  progress  in  the  erection  of  the  Superinten- 
dent's house  and  adjoining  stables  and  sheds  of 
the  Park  Farmstead  ;  and  in  the  construction  of 
the  Parade  House  and  adjacent  barn  and  car- 
riage sheds  at  the  Parade.  The  work  on  these 
buildings  was  steadily  prosecuted  through  the 
winter  and  spring,  and  all  of  them  made  ready 
for  use  early  in  summer. 

On  the  20th  of  February  the  construction  of 
new  stone  drives  and  walks  on  the  Parade  and 
on  the  Park  was  begun,  in  accordance' with  a 
resolution  of  the  Common  Council  authorizing 
the  expenditure  of  $20,000  in  work  on  the  parks, 
for  the  relief  of  the  Idle  and  able-bodied  poor 
of  the  city.  U  nder  this  authority  the  men  to  be 
employed  were  designated  by  the  Overseer  of 


of  note  was  done  beyond  the  general  maintt 
nance  work  of  the  season  during  the  reniainde 
ol  the  year.  The  following  tabular  statemeQ 
gives  the  organization  of  the  force,  and  the  ave( 
rage  number  of  men  employed  daily  during 
each  month,  exclusive  of  the  men  engaged  oii 
contract  work; 
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The  usual  rate  of  wages  was  $j  per  day  to 
teamsters,  $2  to  foremen  of  laborers  and  to 
mechanics,  and  $1  to  ordinary  laborers.  Nearly 
all  of  the  work  on  the  Parade  House  and  car- 
riage sheds  was  done  by  contract. 


!^ 


The  Park. 

The  principal  new  work  on  the  main  Park  lias 
been  the  construction  of  about  6,000  linear  feel 
of  carriage  drive,  and  about  5,000  feet  of  foot- 
paths; the  completion  of  the  Superintendent's 
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house,  and  of  a  portton  of  the  farmstead,  sheds, 
and  stable,  and  various  minor  improvements  and 
additions  to  the  turf  and  plantations. 

The  portions  of  new  drive  constructed  com- 
prise all  the  remainder  of  the  drive  encircling 
the  Meadow,  the  several  branches  to  the  Farm- 
stead, and  to  the  east  meadow  gate  at  Jewett 
avenue,  and  also  a  portion  of  the  branch  to  the 
north  meadow  gate  at  Colvin  street,  fhe  total 
length  of  these  new  portions  is  6,ioo  feet,  most 
of  which  is  35  feet  wide.  This  added  to  the 
portions  constructed  in  previous  years  makes 
the  length  of  carriage  road  now  finished  within 
the  Park  to  be  3  miles  1,200  feet.  All  of  the 
parts  built  this  year,  as  of  those  previously  made, 
are  provided  on  each  side  with  a  paved  gutter 
two  feet  wide,  which  discharges  the  water  into 
sewer  receivers  at  short  distances  apart.  Only 
550  feet  more  of  the  carriage  way  in  the  Park 
design  remain  unfinished. 

The  additions  made  to  the  permanent  stone 
walks  comprise  415  feet,  at  two  points  on  the 
water  bank  where  the  temporary  walks  had  been 
much  damaged  by  storms,  and  4,540  feet  near 
the  east  border  of  the  meadow,  between  Agassiz 
place  and  the  Farmstead.  The  total  length  of 
the  Park  walks  now  finished  is  1 1,950  feet. 
About  6,000  feet  additional  have  a  temporary 
gravel  surface,  without  any  stone  foundations, 
and  about  3,000  feet  are  graded  and  in  use, 
though  without  either  stone  or  gravel. 
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The  portion  of  the  Farmstead  completed  in- 
cludes, beside  the  dwelling  house,  a  roomy  stable, 
a  fowl  house,  several  enclosed  sheds  for  the 
steam  roller,  the  water  sprinklers  and  the  mow- 
ing machines,  and  for  the  storage  of  all  the  im- 
plements and  tools  in  general  use  on  the  parks. 
There  are  also  open  sheds  for  park  wagons  and 
trucks,  and  a  few  carriage  sheds  for  the  shelter 
of  visitor^  if  caught  in  a  storm.  Foundation 
walls  and  piers  have  been  built  for  a  barn,  and 
for  sheep  and  deer  sheds,  and  for  additional 
public  sheds.  All  the  stone  used  for  the  masonry 
of  the  farmstead  buildings,  as  well  as  for  road 
construction,  was  obtained  from  the  neighboring 
Park  quarry. 

In  connection  with  these  recent  improvements 
on  the  eastern  border  of  the  Park,  mention  should 
be  made  of  the  new  public  approach  opened  this 
year  by  Mr.  E.  R.  Jewett,  through  his  lands,  from 
Main  street,  near  the  N.  Y.  Central  Railroad  sta- 
tion to  the  east  meadow  gate  of  the  Park.  This 
new  avenue  has  been  laid  out  and  built  on  the 
same  method  as  the  Park  drives,  and  adds  much 
to  the  public  facilities  for  travel  to  and  from  the 
Park  in  that  vicinity. 

In  the  spring  all  the  remaining  stock  in  the 
Park  nursery  near  the  south  border  of  the  Mea- 
dow, was  taken  up  and  set  out  in  the  Park  plan- 
tations, chiefly  on  the  meadow  borders.  At  the 
same  time  the  ground  that  had  been  occupied 
by  the  nursery,  the  Ledgewood  grounds  on  each 


side  of  the  ledges,  the  grounds  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  farmstead  site,  and  all  the  north  border  of 
the  Park  near  the  deer  paddock  grove,  were 
thoroughly  tilled,  manured,  and  sown  with  grass 
seed.  About  2,000  feet  of  tile  drains  were  laid 
in  places  where  the  land  was  naturally  too  wet 
for  the  formation  of  a  good  turf. 

Owing  to  very  dry  weather  in  May  and  June, 
and  a  still  longer  drouth  in  August  and  Septem- 
ber, nearly  all  the  young  grass  has  died  out,  and 
most  of  the  area  sown  the  past  spring  will  have 
to  be  cultivated  afresh  next  season  and  re-seeded. 
On  some  portions  of  the  older  meadow  and  lawn 
surfaces  the  turf  was  seriously  injured  by  this 
severe  drouth,  especially  in  places  where  there 
was  little  depth  of  mellow  soil.  During  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  later  drought  all  the  younger 
plantations  had  to  be  repeatedly  watered  in  order 
to  keep  the  plants  alive  and  thrifty. 

In  the  fall  the  shrubbery  of  the  water  park 
was  rearranged  to  a  considerable  extent,  in  order 
to  bring  into  better  relief  the  plants  designed 
to  form  the  permanent  landscape  composition. 
Three  years  ago  many  willows  and  tamarisks 
had  been  hurriedly  planted  on  the  water  margin 
and  the  braeside,  with  more  regard  to  immedi- 
ate effect  by  their  rapid  growth,  than  to  their 
permanent  6tness  for  the  location.  Many  ol 
these  were  now  overshadowing,  or  unduly  screen- 
ing from  view,  the  other  plants,  and  thus  seriously 
marring  the  general  aspect  of  all  the  planting  in 


this  district.     Most  of  them  have  therefoi 
dug  up,  and  their  places  filled  with  other 
of  slower  growth,  and  of  more  varied  fori 
colors,  both  in  foliage  and  flower.     Much 
new  material  introduced  is  of  the  native  vai 
of  thorns,  dogwoods,  viburnums,  hazels, 
and  such  like,  obtained  free  of  charge  frol 
glected  fields  and  woodlands  in  the  i 
vicinity  of  the  Park.     Some  changes  were 
same  time  likewise  made  in  the  grouping 
trees  in  this  district,  so  as  to  obtain  ultimatj 
finer  and  fuller  development  of  appropriate 
scape  effects.     Further  embellishment   of 
character  is  still  needed,  especially  on  the  n 
brae  opposite  the  lower  bay  of  the  water. 

Along  the  water  margin  also  there  is  still 
scant  a  supply  of  such  plants  as  reeds,  rus 
flags,  sedges  and  pond  Hlies.  It  is-  some 
difficult  to  get  plants  of  this  class  well  es 
lished,  partly  owing  to  the  action  of  the  w; 
in  wearing  the  shore  and  washing  the  soil  fi 
their  roots,  but  chiefly  owing  to  the  daily  tra 
ling  or  nibbling  of  the  water  fowl.  Through 
the  long  drouth  the  natural  supply  was  suffici' 
to  keep  the  water  fresh  and  overflowing. 

The  management  of  the  row-boats  was  duri 
the  past  season  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  J 
E.  Nunan,    who   furnished   thirty   boats,  wh 
were  in  good  demand  until  the  approach  of  ci 
weather.    The  boat-house  refectory  was  in  charj 
of   Mr.  Jacob    Mayer,  as  before,  and   aflordt 
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of  October,  and  carried  it  on  with  energy  and 
without  intermission  through  the  winter,  so  that 
the  house  was  ready  for  use,  though  not  en- 
tirely finished,  on  the  first  day  of  July.  All  the 
carpenter  work,  and  also  the  plastering,  painting, 
plumbing,  gas  fitting  and  steam  fitting,  were 
done  under  the  direct  supervision  of  Mr.  John 
Druar,  and  all  the  plans  and  detail  drawings  were 
furnished  by  the  architect,  Mr.  Calvert  Vaux. 

The  house  was  leased  to  Mr.  Joseph  Jerge, 
who  formally  opened  it  to  the  public  on  the  4th 
of  July.  The  programme  of  the  municipal  au- 
thorities, for  the  civic  celebration  of  the  centen- 
nial anniversary,  included  a  free  concert  at  the 
Parade  House  by  the  several  German  singing 
societies  of  the  city,  and  patriotic  addresses  by 
some  of  our  leading  German  fellow-citizens.  Ac- 
cordingly, on  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  that 
day,  though  the  weather  all  day  was  rainy  or 
lowering,  a  very  large  assemblage,  computed  at 
over  1 5,000,  gathered  at  the  Parade.  In  the  ample 
halls,  refreshment  rooms  and  verandahs  of  the 
house,  all  obtained  shelter  who  desired  it.  The 
exercises  of  the  occasion  were  duly  carried  out 
with  comparative  comfort,  and  the  festivities  of 
the  day  were  participated  in  with  much  enthusi- 
asm by  all. 

The  rain  on  this  first  occasion  of  the  public 
occupation  of  the  house,  showed  fully  the  un- 
usual extent  of  covered  space  it  provides  for  the 
shelter  and  accommodation  of  a  large  multitude 


25 

of  visitors.  The  building  covers  an  area  of  about 
3S,ooo  square  feet,  about  one-half  of  which  is 
uovered  by  the  verandas  and  pavilion  wings. 
As  all  these  have  two  stories,  the  floor  space 
on  the  verandas  and  open  galleries  is  about 
28,000  square  feet,  enough  to  allow  more  than 
a  thousand  persons  to  promenade  freely  with- 
out jostling.  The  interior  apartments  are  also 
spacious,  and  the  fittings  and  furnishings  are 
tastefully  ornamented.  There  is  a  ball  and  con- 
cert room,  210  feet  by  50  feet,  a  main  saloon 
i  10  feet  by  50  feet,  five  large  dining  rooms,  and 
waiting  rooms,  closets,  pantries,  kitchen  and  liv- 
ing rooms,  in  proportion.  The  tower  on  the 
east  end  is  138  feet  high,  and  the  observatory  in 
the  uppermost  story  commands  a  fine  view  over 
the  city  and  harbor,  and  the  suburban  districts. 
I  he  long  pavilion  wings  are  of  a  light  and  grace- 
ful design,  and  the  details  of  the  work  are  freely 
decorated. 

The  plan  of  the  grounds  adjoining  the  house 
^ives  equally  liberal  accommodations  for  the  con- 
centration or  circulation  of  large  assemblages  of 
people.  The  front  of  the  house  toward  the  grove 
is  272  feet  long,  and  the  pedestrian  plaza,  flanked 
by  the  two  gallery  wings,  has  a  graveled  area  of 
about  25,000  square  feet,  with  provision  in  the 
design  for  a  large  extension  of  the  gravel  space 
if  necessary.  The  front,  facing  the  review  ground, 
is  350  feet  long,  and  the  carriage  concourse  ad- 
joining it  has  an  area  of  65,000  square  feet.  On 
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the  south  side  are  the  enclosed  carriage  yards, 
with  an  area  of  over  20,000  square  feet,  of  which 
4,000  feet  are  protected  by  covered  sheds.  The 
east  front  of  the  house  connects  by  broad  foot- 
paths with  the  grove  on  one  side,  and  with  the 
street-car  terminus  on  the  other,  at  a  distance  of 
only  220  feet  from  the  portico. 

Nearly  all  the  carriageways  and  footways  of 
the  Parade  have  now  been  permanently  con- 
structed. The  total  length  of  walk  finished  is 
7,850  linear  feet,  of  which  6,100  feet  were  built 
the  past  season.  The  length  of  the  new  drive 
built,  exclusive  of  the  concourse,  is  5,125  feet, 
being  all  the  carriage-way  designed,  except  about 
500  feet  on  the  north  border  of  the  grove.  All 
the  roadways,  and  also  the  broad  walk  encircling 
the  review  grounds,  have  a  paved  gutter  on  each 
side,  and  a  line  of  curb  stone  wherever  the  drive 
and  walk  touch  each  other.  The  gutters  have 
been  provided  with  sewer  receivers  at  short  in- 
tervals, and  all  the  drainaire  and  seweras^e  of  the 
grounds,  roads  and  buildings  have  been  com- 
pleted. 

The  several  plots  of  ground  bordering  the  new 
walks  and  open  spaces  in  the  vicinity  of  the  house 
have  been  graded  and  seeded.  In  some  of  these 
a  few  flower  beds  were  prepared  and  filled  with 
flowering  and  bright  foliage  plants.  A  small 
flower  garden  plot  was  also  laid  out  and  enclosed 
between  the  house  and  carriage  yard. 
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The  grass  on  the  sections  formerly  finished 
was  statedly  mown  during  the  season.  The  se- 
vere drouth  did  more  or  less  injury  to  the  turf 
in  various  places,  and  also  to  many  ot  the  trees 
in  the  grove.  The  health  and  general  aspect  of 
the  few  trees  remaining  in  this  small  grove  arc 
far  from  being  satisfactory.  At  the  time  the 
land  was  taken  for  the  Park  most  of  these  trees 
were  gaunt  and  spindling  in  form.  A  majority  of 
them  were  so  far  decayed  that  they  were  at  once 
cut  down.  Of  those  remaining,  all  the  beeches 
and  soft  maples  have  gradually  and  steadily  de- 
clined in  health,  while  the  elms  only  have  shown 
satisfactory  renewal  of  vigor.  The  grove  is  thus 
quite  deficient  in  shade,  and  an  extensive  renewal 
of  young  and  thrifty  trees  is  urgently  needed. 
Until  the  young  trees  be  well  established  they 
would  require  some  special  care  and  protection, 
to  prevent  damage  inevitable  from  the  constant 
and  indiscriminate  use  of  the  grove  by  the  public. 
Heretofore  the  Parade  as  a  place  of  public 
resort  for  recreation  has  been  very  little  used. 
Except  by  base  ball  clubs,  or  by  the  National 
Guard  on  the  occasion  of  the  annual  inspection, 
this  Park  was  seldom  visited,  as  there  was  no  pro- 
per place  for  rest  or  refreshment,  nor  opportunity 
for  agreeable  recreation.  With  the  opening  of 
the  House,  however,  the  Parade  at  once  became 
a  place  of  popular  daily  resort,  until  the  approach 
of  wintry  weather.  The  lessee  of  the  house  fur- 
nished weekly  open-air  instrumental  concerts 
and  other  attractive  entertainments.     On  some 
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of  these  special  occasions  immense  numbers  of 
people  gathered,  taxing  even  to  the  utmost  the 
capacity  of  the  house  and  of  the  adjoining  pub- 
lic spaces. 

The  large  crowds  on  these  occasions,  though 
on  the  whole  remarkably  well  behaved  and  or- 
derly, were  from  their  numbers  somewhat  un- 
manageable. When  from  10,000  to  16,000  peo- 
ple are  collected  into  a  compact  body  to  witness 
any  unusual  performance  or  exhibition,  it  is  al- 
most impossible  to  preserve  perfect  order  or  to 
prevent  frequent  trespass  of  the  Park  regula- 
tions, especially  the  overrunning  of  the  plots 
reserved  for  garden  embellishment.  Any  eve- 
ning entertainments,  however  proper  in  them- 
selves, that  will  draw  together  a  very  large  and 
miscellaneous  outdoor  throng  is  for  these  rea- 
sons objectionable ;  but  in  some  other  respects 
the  facilities  for  outdoor  amusement  at  the  Pa- 
rade might  be  advantageously  increased.  The 
erection  of  suitable  apparatus  for  athletic  and 
gymnastic  practice  and  competitions,  as  intended 
by  the  original  design,  would  afford  a  healthy 
and  popular  recreation  to  a  numerous  class  of 
youths. 

Fillmore  Avenue. 

The  portion  of  Fillmore  avenue,  500  feet  in 
length,  between  the  Parade  and  Genesee  street, 
has  been  permanently  imp^roved.  The  roadway, 
50  feet  in  width,  has  been  constructed  with  a 
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outside  sources  during  the  progress  of  the  work. 
All  of  this  was  obtained  on  favorable  terms  from 
Mr.  Isaac  Holloway,  who  furnished  and  deliv- 
ered it  from  the  excavations  of  the  streets  which 
he  was  paving  during  the  past  summer.  To  fully 
open  up  all  the  Avenue,  planks  must  be  laid  be- 
tween the  rails  at  the  intersection  of  the  New 
York  Central  and  of  the  Buffalo  and  Philadel- 
phia Railroad  tracks. 


Other  Avenues  and  Streets. 

There  has  been  no  new  work  done  requiring 
special  note  on  any  of  the  other  avenues  or  park- 
ways. On  the  streets  bounding  the  Parade  the 
adjoining  sidewalk  borders  were  graded  in  the 
spring,  and  planted  with  rows  of  shade  trees. 
The  roadbeds  of  North  and  of  East  Parade  ave- 
nues were  excavated  by  the  Street  Commission- 
er, and  partially  filled  with  stone  'chips  and  gra- 
vel. No  curb  or  paved  gutter  has  been  pro- 
vided', and  the  present  level  of  the  roadway  is 
too  low  for  the  boundary  grade  of  the  Parade. 
A  higher  grade  line,  a  more  substantial  road 
surface,  and  paved  gutters  are  necessary  to  in- 
sure any  permanent  benefit  from  the  work  already 
done. 

Delaware  street,  where  it  crosses  the  Park, 
and  between  the  Park  and  the  Cemetery,  was 
almost  impassable  both  in  the  spring  and  in  the 
fall.    A  thorough  repair  of  this  section  is  imper- 
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son  was  frequently  interrupted  by  theVeather, 
the  average  time  made  by  the  great  majority  of 
the  men  was  less  than  two  days  in  the  week. 
The  total  time  made  was  eight  days  in  February, 
sixteen  days  in  March  and  eighteen  days  in  April, 
with  an  average  force  each  day  of  about  three 
hundred  laborers  and  sixty  teamsters. 

In  May  and  June  about  two  hundred  men 
were  employed  daily  under  the  same  arrange- 
ment, and  about  fifteen  men  daily  through  July 
and  August.  These  were  changed  once  a  week, 
to  give  other  idle  men  a  chance.  Many  of  them 
were  men  who  had  not  appeared  during  the  cold 
weather,  and  most  of  these  latter  were  very  in- 
ferior workmen. 

Of  the  $20,000  first  appropriated  $1 2,600  were 
paid  to  the  laborers,  including  the  foremen  of 
gangs,  and  $7,400  to  teamsters.  All  of  the  sec- 
ond appropriation  of  $10,000  was  paid  to  labor- 
ers only.  All  of  the  materials  used  in  the  above 
work,  all  the  skilled  labor  required  in  finishing, 
and  about  one  half  of  the  team  labor  employed 
on  it,  were  paid  for  out  of  the  regular  Park  Im- 
provement Fund.  All  the  stone  used  on  the 
work  at  the  Parade  and  on  Fillmore  avenue  was 
obtained  on  very  favorable  terms  from  the  owners 
of  the  Jammerthal  quarries.  A  large  proportion 
of  the  rough  spalls  and  chips  used  were  given 
free,  in  consideration  of  the  object  in  view  in 
employing  labor  at  that  time. 
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TnK  Front,  etc. 

On  the  Front  almost  nothing  has  been 
this  year  except  the  general  work  of  mi 
nance.  The  Flay  Green  was  well  top-dr 
with  stable  manure,  and  the  portions  wher 
turf  had  been  destroyed  by  base  ball  play! 
previous  years  were  re-sceded.  There  has 
no  ball  playing  there  the  last  season,  excej 
casional  games  of  cricket  on  the  southerr 
of  it.  The  grass  on  the  Green  has  been 
improved  by  the  surface  manuring  and  b 
year's  exemption  from  the  frequent  trampli 
large  crowds. 

The  turf  on  the  other  portions  of  the  1 
would  be  much  benefitted  by  a  similar  dre 
with  manure.  The  long  drouth  has  injur 
somewhat  in  various  places.  The  grass; 
raced  bank  above  the  old  quarry  ledge  has  i 
been  planted,  and  it  looks  bald  and  bleal 
few  masses  of  wild  shrubbery  and  low-grc 
trees  are  needed  to  relieve  the  naked  asp* 
this  slope.  The  improvement  of  the  flats  t 
the  ledge  and  bank  is  also  incomplete. 

Nothing  has  been  done  on  any  of  the  r 
circles  or  places,  except  the  ordinary  maintet 
work.  All  the  parks,  approaches  and  places 
been  kept  in  as  good  condition  as  the  amoi 
the  Maintenance  Fund  would  permit.  The 
has  been  frequently  mowed  and  the  dirt  roj 
the  avenues  kept  comparatively  smooth.  A 
5 
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finished  drives  were  regularly  sprinkled  in  dry 
weather,  and  they  have  been  at  all  times  in  ex- 
cellent condition. 

The  organization  for  the  efficient  management 
of  all  work  in  hand,  and  for  securing  the  preser- 
vation of  order,  and  the  prevention  of  trespasses, 
has  been  substantially  the  same  as  in  former 
years. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  McMillan, 
General  Superintendent, 


FINANCIAL  ST  A  TEMENT,  1876. 


Abstract  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures. 

Improvement  Fund. 

Receipts. 

Balance  in  treasury,  Dec.  31, 1875,  J2, 437.84 
In    the    hands  of  Secretary  and 

Treasurer, 20.11 — $2,257  95 

For  labor  improving  Sixth  street, 

etc., $400.72 

For  sale  of  horse, 50.00 

For  trespassing,  (fines,)       .     .     .  6.00 
From  Buffalo  City  Cemetery,  for 

labor, 583.20 

For  sale  of  old  boiler,    ....  75  00 

For  sale  of  tramway,      ....  166.50 

For  old  house  on  Parade,   .  40.00 

For  rent, 250.00 

For  earth  filling, 33- 65 

From  Maintenance  Fund,  .     .  29,469.35 

From  Common  Council,  100,000.00 

$131,074.42 
I'Css  amount  in  hands  of  Secre- 
tary and  Treasurer,     ....  102.18     130.972.24 

$i33»23oi9 
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Disbu  r seme  fits. 

For  construction,  (contracts,  ma- 
terials, etc.,) $80,212.44 

For  labor, 26,577.33 

For  teams, 17,524.54 

For  tools  and  implements,  .     .     .  1,993.27 

For  trees,  shrubs  and  seeds,    .     .  647.88 

For  plans  and  designs,   .     .     .     .  3,511.50 

For  printing  and  advertising,  278.71 

For  furniture, 654.33 

For  miscellaneous, 1,026.63      132,426.63 

Balance  in  treasury,  Dec.  31, 1876,  $803.56 


Maintenance  Fund. 

Receipts. 

Appropriated  by  Common  Coun- 

mon  Council, $56,000.00 

Disbu  rsetncnts. 

For  teams  and  labor,      ....  11,161.74 

For  salaries, 6,298.72 

For  keeping  and  care  of  animals,  487.52 

For  printing  and  stationery,    .  257.25 

For  implements,  repairs,  etc.,  619.92 

P'or  fertilizers, 1,422.95 

For  local  taxes, 5,o39-6o 

For  insurance, 850.00 

For  office  expenses, 258.79 

For  miscellaneous, 148.50 

Transferred  to  Improvement  Fund,  29,469.35        55,994-34 

Balance  to  General  Fund,  .     .     .  $5-66 
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Area  of  Park  Lands. 

Acres.      Acres.       Acres. 

Park  Lake, 46}^ 

Park  Lands  bordering  the  Lake,     .     .     74^ 
'*  Water  Park,"  (all  west  of  Delaware 

Road,) 121)^ 

Park   Meadow    (all    inside  of  Circuit 

Drive,) 122 

Park  Lands  bordering  on  the  Meadow,   107^ 
**  Meadow  Park,"  (all  east  of  Delaware 

Road,) 229^ 

Total  area  of  the   Main   Park,  350 1 

Parade   Ground,    (all    inside    Circuit 
Walk,) 19A 

Parade  Lands,  (exclusive  of   Parade 

Ground,) 36 1*^ 

Total  area  of  Parade  Park, .     .  sSts 

Front  Play  Green, 7i*iy 

Front  Terrace  Concourse 3 1*0 

Front,  exclusive  of  Green   and  Con- 
course,        20|^5 

Total  area  of  the  Front  Park,  31XV 

Total  area  of  the  larger  Parks, 437  A 

Niagara  Square, 5 

Prospect  Hill  Parks, 7  r'ff 

North  Street  Circle, 4 1*0 

Bidwell  Place, 5tb 

Chapin  Place, 5 

Soldiers' Place, SjV 

Agassiz  Place, 4T*ff 

The  Bank, i  tV 

Total  area  of  Place  Parks,   .     .  42 


Total  area  of  Parks  and  Places,     ....     4791*5 
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Acres.   Acres.   Acre>. 

Humboldt  Parkway,  9,405  ft.  long,  43^^^ 

Bidwell  Parkway,        2,323  ft.  long,  lOy'i, 

Chapin  Parkway,         1,904  ft.  long,  8j"V 

Lincoln  Parkway,        1,695  ^^-  lo^g»  7t*o 
Total  area  of  the   Parkways, 

(each  200  feet  wide,)    .     .     . T<^j% 

Fillmore  Avenue,   11,097  ft.  long,  .     .  25 1*^ 

The  Avenue,  6,277  ft-  lo»^g ^Sift 

Porter  Avenue         -I  ^'^^^^  ft.  X  100  /  , 

rortcr  Avenue,       -j     975  ft.  X    50  f         ^^* 

Total    area   of   the    Avenues, 

(each  100  feet  wide,)  .      .     . 50       i20y*(, 

Total  area  of  all  the  Park  Lands,  6001*4 


Distances  from  Several  Leading  Points  in 
AND  Through  the  Parks. 

Feet.  Miles. 

Niagara  Square  to  Parade  Refectory,  by 

Genesee  street, 12,300     or       2}.; 

Niagara   S(iuare  to  Front   entrance  by 
Court  and  Sixth  streets, 7,000     or       iVi 

Niagara  S(|uare  to    Park  City   Gate  by 

Delaware  street,  etc 17,520     or      3 '3 

Foot  of  North  Street  to  Front  Terrace 
by  Porter  Avenue, 5»3oo     or       i 

Front  entrance  to  Park  City  Gate  by  the 
Park  roads, 15,800     or      3 

City  Gate  of  Park  around  the  Meadow 

and  back  to  City  Gate, 16,900     or      $i's 

Circuit  Drive  around  the  Meadow,    .     .     9,785     or       lyt 

Lincoln  Parkway  to  Agassiz  Place  by 

Northeast  Meadow  Drive,     ....   10,935     or       2 
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Feet.  Miles. 

Agassiz  Place  to  Parade  House  by  Hum- 
boldt Parkway, 12,000     or       2^ 

Parade   House  to  Park  Boat-house  by 

Humboldt  Parkway,  etc.,       ....   18,300     or       ^}4 

Front  Terrace  to  Park  Boat-housfe  by  the 

Park  roads, 17,450     or       3>j 

Front  Terrace  to  Parade  House  by  the 

Parkways  and  North  Drive  of  Park,  .  40.000     or       7  *4 

Niagara  Stjuare  to  Park  by  Delaware 
street,  etc.,  through  Park  by  North 
Meadow  Drive,  and  through  Hum- 
boldt Parkway,  Parade  and  Genesee 
street  back  to  Niagara  Square,  .  .  52,800     or     10 


Length  of  Drives  and  Walks. 

TAe  Park. 

Feet. 

Drives  completed,     inclusive   of   Concourse 

branches, 17*300 

Drives  opened  to  sub-grade,but  not  macadam- 
ized,           400 

17,700 

Walks  completed,  (stone  foundation  and  gra- 
vel surface,)  .     .' 12,000 

Walks  opened  (with  gravel  surface  only,)  6,400 

Walks  graded  (but  without  stone  or  gravel,)    .     2,750 

21,150 

The  Parade. 

Drives  completed  exclusive  of  Concourse,    .     5,120 

Drives  opened  to  sub-grade  only,     ....        540 

5,660 

Walks  completed,  (stone  and  gravel,)   .     .     .  7»*^5o 
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The  Front. 

Feet. 

Drives  completed,  including  length  of  Ter- 
race,       ,  .     .     .     .     1,575 

Drives  opened  to  sub-grade  only,     ....        425 


2,000 


Walks  completed,  (stone  and  gravel,)   .     .  4,800 


Roadways  in  the  Parkways,  Avenues  and  Placks. 

Carriageway,  100  feet  wide,    ....     3,000  feet. 

50  20,000 

40  12,200 


J6     "       " 9,900 

63,000 


25  9>9oo 


25     "       "       (designed 

but  not  opened,)  .     .  5*640^ 
Add  length  of  carriageway  in  the  seve- 
ral Parks, 25,360 

94,000 


.^  PPE N DIX 


A  List  of  the   Dikkerknt   Kinds  ok  Treks,  Shrubs, 

AND  Vines  on  the  Park. 


CLASS   I.^ANCHOSPERMOUS   PLANTS. 


A.    flowers  polypetalous. 


i 

N'>      Family. 
1   Magnolia, 

3 
4 

')  Ikrficrry, 

4  At 

/ 

s  •• 

9     " 

lo 

II 


12 

Si.  John's  Wort, 

13 

Tamarisk, 

U 

Mallow, 

»5 

Linden, 

lb 

>« 

17 

•« 

n 

•• 

"i 

i« 

20 

kuc, 

21 

(^uavsia. 

2-» 

Cashew, 

l\ 


Butanical  Name. 
Magnolia  acuminata,  L. 

macrophylla,  Mchx. 
"        tripetala,  L. 
Yulan,  Ilort. 
Liriodendron  Tulipifera,  L. 
Bcrberis  vulgaris,  L. 

**        var.  atropurpurcus,  Hort. 
dulcis,  Hort. 
Mahonia  Aquifolium,  Nutt. 

**       Japonica,  Sieb. 
Akcbia  quinata,  Thunb. 
Hypericum  Ralmianum,  L. 
Tamarix  Gallica,  L. 
Hibiscus  Syriacus,  L. 
Tilia  Europiva,  Mill. 
**     var.  alba,  Hort. 
"     var.  rubra,  Hort. 
"     Americana,  L. 
"     heterophylla,  Vent. 
Ptelea  trifoliata,  L. 
Ailantus  glandulosus,  Desf. 
Rhus  Cotinus,  L. 
**     glabra,  L. 


Common  Name. 
Cucumber  Tree. 
Great-leaved  Magnolia. 
Umbrella  Tree. 
Chinese  Magnolia. 
Tulip  Tree. 
Common    Herberry. 
Purple-leaved  ** 
Sweet-fruited    ** 
Holly-leaved  Mahonia. 
Japan  " 

Five-fingered  Akebia. 
Kalm's  St.  John's  Wort. 
French  Tamarisk. 
Shrubby  Althea. 
European  Linden. 
White-leaved  " 
Red-twigged    ** 
Bas.swood. 
White  Linden. 
Hop  Tree. 
Ailanthus. 
Sicilian  Sumach. 
Smooth 
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No. 

Family. 

Kotanical  Name. 

Common  N.imc. 

24 

Cashew, 

Khus  var.  laciniata,  Mort. 

Cut-leaved  Sumach. 

25 

41 

"     typhi na,  L. 

Staghorn 

26 

tt 

"     Toxicodendron,  L. 

I*oison  Ivy. 

27 

Vine, 

Vitis  Labrubca,  L. 

Fox  Grape. 

23 

•  4 

••    var.  hybrida,  Hort. 

Native  Vineyard  Grape. 

29 

•  t 

"    a'stivalis,  Mchx. 

Summer  Grape. 

30 

It 

"    cordifolia,  Mchx.        ^ 

Frost  Grape. 

31 

ti 

Cissus  heterophylla,  Thunb. 

Variegated  Cissus. 

32 

t« 

Am|)elopsis  quinquefulia.  Mchx. 

Virginian  Creeper. 

33 

«( 

••            bipinnata,  Torr. 

Pepper  Vine. 

3* 

Buckthorn, 

Rhamnus  catharticus,  L. 

Common  Buckthorn. 

35 

II 

Ceanothus  Americanus,  L. 

New  Jersey  Tea. 

36 

Slaff-Tree, 

Celastrus  Scandens,  L. 

Climbing  Bitter-sweet. 

37 

«t 

Euonymus  Europa.*us,  L. 

European  Spindle  Tree. 

3S 

«< 

"           atropurpureus,  L. 

Burning  Bush. 

39 

Soapberry, 

.Ksculus  Ilippocastanum,  L. 

Common  Horse  Chestnut 

40 

It 

*'       var.  flore  pleno,  Hort. 

Double  flowering           ** 

41 

«i 

"       glabra,  Willd. 

Ohio  Buckeye. 

42 

It 

'*       flava.  Ait. 

Yellow     " 

43 

ii 

Pa  via  macrostachya,  Mchx. 

Small       ••                                * 

44 

1* 

Kolreutcria  paniculata,  Laxm. 

Kolreuteria. 

45 

Maple, 

Acer  Pseudo-Platanus,  L. 

Sycamore  Maple. 

46 

11 

"    var.  purpureuni,  Hort. 

Purple-leaved  Sycamore. 

47 

It 

'*     Platanoides,  L. 

Norway          Maple. 

48 

•1 

9 

"    var.  Lobelii,  Hort. 

Lobel's 

49 

it 

**    var.  laciniatum. 

Eagles  Claw       " 

50 

.1 

"    Colchicum  rubrum,  Hort. 

Red  Colchicum  *' 

51 

It 

'*    saccharinum,  L. 

Sugar 

52 

II 

"    nigrum.  Tor  et  Gray. 

Bltick  Sugar 

53 

•1 

"    campestre,  L. 

English 

54 

It 

"    dasycarpum,  Ehrh. 

Silver 

55 

It 

"    Pennsylvanicum. 

Striped 

56 

t» 

"    rubrum,  L. 

Red 

57 

It 

Negundo  aceroidcs,  Mct'nch, 

Ash-leaved 

5S 

Pulse, 

Laburnum  vulgare,  (fri.s. 

Common  Laburnum. 

59 

It 

**         alpinum.  Mill. 

Scotch 

60 

It 

Spartium  Scoparium,  L. 

Scotch  Broom. 

61 

It 

Amorpha  frutico.sa,  L. 

False  Indigo. 

62 

•< 

Cai*agana  arborescens.  Lam. 

Siberian  Pea  Tree. 

63 

It 

Col u tea  arborescens,  L. 

Bladder  Senna, 

64 

II 

Robin ia  Pseudacacia,  L. 

Yellow  Locust. 

65 

II 

**         var.  inermis,  Hort. 

Parasol           Acacia. 

66 

It 

'*         var.  Bessoniana,  Hort. 

Bcsson's  Dwarf  ** 

67 

<i 

"         hispida,  L. 

Rose 

J 
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No. 

Family 

(.S    V 

ul&e. 

fMj 

70 

71 

72 

^  >* 

y  J 

74 

75 

7^ 

77    Plum, 

7^ 

kk 

79 

*4 

J^J 

•  • 

si 

•  k 

"^"2 

•  4 

S3 

•  • 

-4 

4  4 

"^5 

it 

.s6 

*» 

^7 

»* 

^.? 

<• 

tk, 

■  ■ 

.>f> 

»• 

<}i 

Pear, 

92 

•« 

03 

--A 

•M 

«• 

05 

»4 

<^ 

•  • 

•>7 

•  a 

riS 

44 

'**? 

•  4 

HX3 

44 

lf>l 

«4 

ityz 

•  • 

103 

•  4 

104 

4« 

I  "5 

»• 

106 

k« 

107 

•  4 

if».S 

Rose, 

109 

4a 

f  10 

«• 

III 

4* 

Botanical  Name. 
Robinia  viscosa,  Vent. 
Wistaria  Sinensis,  D.  C. 

"         frutescens,  L. 
Cladrastis  tinctoria,  Kaf. 
Sophora  Japonica,  L. 
Cercis  Canadensis,  Willd. 

**       Chinensis,  Bge. 
Gleditschia  triacanthos,  L. 
Gymnacladus  Canadensis,  Lam. 
Amygdalus  nana,  L. 
Persica  vulgaris  fl.  pi.,  Hort. 

fol.  pur.,  Hort. 
Armeniaca  vulgaris,  Lam. 
Prunus  Sinensis  fl.  pi.,  Hort. 
**      var.  triloba,  Lind. 
"      Americana,  Marsh. 
••      domestica,  L. 
'•      Cerasus,  L. 

Pennsylvanica,  L. 
"      Mahaleb,  L. 
••      Padus,  D.  C. 
'*      serotina,  Ehrh. 
"      Vii^iniana,  L. 
Pyras  arbuti folia,  L. 
"      Malus,  L. 
•*      coronaria,  L. 
"      prunifolia,  Willd.  . 
"      spectabilis.  Ait. 
Sorbus  Americana,  Willd. 
"      aucuparia,  L. 
"      var.  quercifolia,  Hort. 
Amelanchier  Can.,  Tor  et  Gray, 

**         var.  Botryapium,  I).  C. 
Cydonia  Japonica,  Pers. 

"         var.  rosea,  Hort. 
Cratxgus  tomentosa,  L. 
"        coccinea,  L. 
"        Oxyacantha,  L. 
*•        var.  rosea,  Hort. 
"        Pyracantha,  Pers. 
Rosa  Carolina,  L. 
"     nibiginosa,  L. 
•*     setigera,  Michx. 
Rubus  odoratus,  L. 


Common  Name. 
Clammy  Locust. 
Chinese  Wistaria. 
American  W^istaria. 
Yellow- wood. 
Japan  Sophora. 
American  Redbud. 
Chinese  ** 

Honey  Locust. 
Kentucky  Coffee  Tree. 
Double  flowering  Almond. 
Double  flowering  Peach. 
Blood-leaved  " 

Apricot. 

Double  flowering       Plum. 
Rose  flowering  " 

Wild  Red  and  Yellow  " 
Garden  ** 

Garden  Red  Cherry. 
Wild  Red 
Mahaleb 
European  Bird 
Wild  Black 
Choke 
Common  Chokeberry. 
Apple  Tree. 
Garland  Crab  Apple. 
Siberian     " 

Chinese  Flowering  Apple. 
American  Mountain  Ash. 
European  Rowan  Tree. 
Oak-leaved  *• 

June  Berry. 
Service  Berry. 
Japan  Quince. 
Blush  Japan  Quince. 
Black  or  Pear  Thorn. 
White  orScarlet-fruitedThorn. 
EnglLsh  Hawthorn. 
Red 

Evergreen  Thorn. 
Swamp  Rose. 
Sweet  Brier. 
Prairie  Rose. 
Purple  flowering  Raspberry. 
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No. 

Family. 

112 

Rose, 

113 

«i 

114 

It 

115 

ti 

116 

•1 

"7 

II 

118 

i< 

119 

It 

120 

(« 

121 

•1 

122 

II 

123 

II 

124 

II 

125 

II 

126 

II 

127 

II 

128 

II 

129 

11 

130 

II 

131 

II 

132 

II 

133 

II 

134 

ti 

135 

«t 

136 

It 

137 

II 

13H 

it 

139 

11 

140 

Calycanthus, 

141 

Saxifrage, 

142 

143 

144 

145 

146 

147 

148 

149 

150 

X51 

152 

153 

154 

155 

II 


II 


Botanical  Name. 

Rubus  strigosus,  Mchx. 

"      occidcntalis,  L. 

**      villosus,  Ait. 

Potentilla  fruticosa,  L. 

Kerria  Japonica,  D.  C. 

"      var.  varicgata,  Hort. 
Spiraea  Billardii,  Hort. 
•'      callosa,  Thunb. 
"      var.  alba,  Hort. 
'*      chamardrifolia,  L. 
crataegi folia,  L.  K. 
Douglasii,  Hort. 
"      Fontoenaysii,  Hort. 
*•      laevigata,  L. 
"      macrophylla,  Hort. 
••      Nicondertii,  Hort. 
•*      opulifolia,  L. 
*•      var.  aurea,  Hort. 
"      prunifolia,  S.  et  Z. 
•*       Reevesiana,  Lindl. 
"      var.  fl.  pi.,  Hort. 
**      var.  robusta,  Hort. 
"      salicifolia,  L. 
"      var.  rosea,  Hort. 
"      sorbifolia,  L. 
"      Thunbcrgii,  Bl. 
"      tomentosa,  L. 
'*      ulmifolia,  Scop. 
Calycanthus  floridus,  L. 
Philadelphus  coronarius,  L. 
"  var.  nanus.  Mill. 

*'  var.  Zcyhcri,  Sch. 

**  speciosus,  Schr. 

Gordonianus,  L. 
"  cordatus,  Hort. 

*'  pubescens,  Hort. 

Deutzia  crcnata,  S.  et  Z. 
*•        var.  fl.  pi.,  Hort. 
"        scabra,  Hort. 
••        gracilis,  S.  et  L. 
Hydrangea  arborcscens,  L. 
"  nivea,  Mchx. 

'*  paniculata,  Sieb. 

Ribes  nigrum,  L. 


Common  Name. 
Wild  Red  Raspberry-. 
Black 

Common  Blackberry-. 
Shrubby  Cinquefoil. 
Japan  Corchorus. 
Variegated  ** 
Billard's  Spirea. 
Fortune's     ** 

"        dwarf  White  Spire. 
Germander-leaved 
Hawthorn -leaved 
Douglas' 
Fontenay's 
Smooth-leaved 
Large-leaved 
Nicondert's 
Nine-bark. 
Yellow  Nine-bark. 
Plum-leaved  Spirea. 
Reeves' 
Reeves'  Dbl.  flowering  Spin'' 

••      Robust. 
Common  Meadow  Sweet 
Rose  flowered        *' 
Mountain  Ash-leavc<l  Spirt*' 
Thunberg's 
Harilhack. 
Elm-leaved  Spirea. 
Carolina  Allspice. 
Garland  Mock  Orange. 
Dw.irf 

Zeyher's  Philadelphuv 
.Showy  flowering  ** 
(Gordon's 

Heart -leaved         ** 
Hoary-leaved        " 
Crenate-Ieaved  Deutzi.i. 
Double  flowering     " 
Rough -lea  ve<l  *' 

Slender-branched     " 
Wild  Hydrangea. 
Snowv         " 
Japan 
Black  Currant. 
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Vti,          Family. 

Botanical  Name. 

Common  Name. 

I5<>  Saxifrage, 

Kibes  sanguineum,  Pursh, 

Red  flowering  Currant. 

157 

"      Gordonianum,  Lam. 

Gordon's                  '* 

155? 

'*      aureuin,  Pursh. 

Missouri 

!5«, 

floridum,  L. 

Wild  Black 

Kx)               " 

*•      rubram,  L. 

Wild  Red 

IM 

*'      Cynosbati,  L. 

Wild  Gooseberry. 

162 

"      rotundifolLum,  Mchx. 

Smooth  Wild  Gooseberry. 

in3   Witch  Hazel. 

Hamamclis  Virgin ica,  L. 

Witch  Hazel. 

i<>4  Ginseng, 

Aralia  Spinosa,  L. 

Hercules  Club. 

i<>5 

"      Japonica,  Thunb. 

Japan  Angelica  Tree. 

ifi{> 

Hedcra  Helix,  L. 

English  Ivy. 

167   Dogwcxxl. 

Corn  us  florida,  L. 

Flowering     Dogwood. 

if^S 

"       altcrnifolia,  L. 

Alternate-leaved  *' 

rfxj 

"       paniculata,  L'Her. 

Panicled 

170 

"       sericea,  L. 

Silky 

I7f 

"       sangiiinea,  L. 

Red 

172 

"      stolon ifera,  Mchx. 

Red  Osier 

173 

"       mas,  L. 

Cornelian  Cherry 

174 

"       var.  fol.  var.,  Hort. 

Variegated-leaved  Cornel. 

B.     FLOWERS  MONOPETALOUS. 


175    Ilonej-suckle, 


l-Jh 

•• 

177 

»• 

17S 

•  • 

n<) 

«« 

i«o 

<< 

I'M 

•« 

1^2 

•« 

1S3 

•• 

lU 

•• 

i^S 

«4 

l<(> 

1« 

1^7 

•« 

I-iS 

•  t 

Ho 

M 

l<)C> 

4t 

191 

«4 

192 

it 

'93 

«• 

'94 

•« 

195 

«• 

English  Woodbine. 

Trumpet  Honeysuckle. 

Yellow  Trumpet 

Dutch  Fragrant 

Japan 

Gold-leaved  Japan 

Chinese 

Hall's  Chinese 

Tartarian 

Red  flowering 


Ix)nicera  Periclymenum,  L. 

"       sempervirens.  Ait. 

"       var.  flava,  Sims. 

"       Belgicum,  Hort. 

"       brachypoda,  D.  C. 

"       var.  aurea  retic,  Hort. 

"       Chincnsis,  Hort. 

"       var.  Halleana,  Hort. 

"       Tartarica,  L. 
var.  rubra,  Hort. 

'•       var.  fragantissima,  Paxt.    Autumn  flowering 

"       var.  grandifolia,  Hort.       Pink  flowering 

"        I^debourii,  Esch. 

"        Xylostium,  L. 

"       ciliata,  Muhl. 
Diervilla  triflda,  Moench, 
Dier\'illa  (Weigclia)  rosea,  Lindl. 

**        var.  alba,  Hort. 

"       amabilis,  Carr. 

**       var.  fol.  var.,  Hort. 


Ledebouri 

English  Fly 

Early  Fly 

Bush  Honeysuckle. 

Rose  flowering  Weigelia, 

Blush 

Lovely  '* 

Variegated -leaved    " 


var.hortensis  nivea,S.et  Z.White 
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No 

Fm 

nily. 

Botanical  Name. 

Common  Name. 

196  Honeysuckle, 

Dien'illa  var.  Isoline,  Hort. 

IJlush  flowering  Wei«;elia 

197 

"        var.  nana  fol.  var.,  Hort. 

Dwarf  variegated     " 

198 

Symphori carpus  vulgaris,  Mchx. 

Coral  Borr>'. 

I9<; 

•*               raceniosus,  Mchx. 

Snow  Berry. 

200 

Viburnum  Lantana,  L. 

Wayfaring  Tree. 

201 

•*          lantanoides,  Mchx. 

Hobble  Bush. 

202 

"          Lentago,  L. 

Sheep  Berry. 

203 

**          pyrifolium,  Poir. 

Peart ree-leaved  Viburnum 

204 

"          nudum,  L. 

Withe-rod. 

205 

••          pruntfolium,  L. 

Black  Haw. 

206 

dentatum,  L. 

•Arrow  Wootl. 

207 

rugosum,  Hort. 

Rough-leaved  Viburnum. 

208 

*'          acerifolium,  L. 

Maple       " 

209 

Nepalensis,  Hort. 

Nepal  Viburnum. 

210 

Opulus,  L. 

Snowball. 

211 

Oxycoccus,  Pursh. 

Highbush  Cranl^rr)'. 

2l2 

tSamhucus  Canadensis,  L. 

Common  Elder. 

213 

"         pubens,  Mchx. 

Redberried    - 

214 

'*         nigra,  L. 

Euro|>ean       *' 

215 

"         var.  laciniata,  Mill. 

Cutleaved      *' 

216 

**         raccmosa,  L. 

European  Redberried  Klder 

217 

*'         var.  fol.  var.,  Hort. 

Variegated-leaved 

21S 

var.  aurea.  Hort. 

Gold 

219 

"         var.  laciniata.  Hort. 

Cutleaved  Re<l 

220 

Heath, 

Rhododendron  maximum,  L. 

Wild  Rosebay. 

221 

hybridum,  Hort. 

CJardcn     " 

222 

Azalia  viscosa,  L. 

Clammy  Azalea. 

223 

'*      nudiflora,  L. 

Purple 

224 

••      Pontici,  L. 

Ghent 

225 

Kalmia  latifolia.  L. 

Mountain  Laurel. 

226 

*•       glauca,  Ait. 

Pale 

227 

Cassandra  calyculata,  Don. 

Leather- Leaf. 

228 

Ledum  latifolium,  Ail. 

Labrador  Tea. 

229 

V.iccinium  corymbosum.  L. 

Swamp  Blueberry. 

230 

stamineum,  L. 

Deerberry. 

231 

Clethra  alnifolia,  1^. 

Sweet  Pepperbush. 

232 

Holly, 

Ilex  verticillata,  L. 

Winter  Berry. 

233 

Storax, 

Halesia  tetraptera,  L. 

Snowdrop  Tree. 

234 

Madder, 

Cephalanthus  occidentalis,  L. 

Button  Bush. 

235 

Kignonia, 

Tecoma  radicans,  Juss. 

Trumpet  Creeper. 

236 

(• 

Catalpa  bignonioides,  Walt. 

Indian  Bean  Tree. 

237 

(4 

**        Krrmpferi, 

Ka^mpfer's  Catalpa. 

238 

It 

Bungei,  C.  E.  Mey. 

Bunge's             *• 

239  Figwort, 

Paulownia  imperialis,  Sieb. 

Paulownia. 
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N... 

Family. 

Botanical  Name. 

240 

Vervain. 

Callicarpa  Americana,  L. 

J4I 

Milkwccil, 

Periploca  Gra.'ca,  L. 

242 

Nii;ht  shade. 

Solan um  Dulcamara,  L. 

243 

k» 

Lycium  Europituni,  I.. 

-^44 

Olive, 

Foreythia  viridissima,  Lindl 

245 

4* 

*•         suspensa,  Thiuib. 

246 

(1 

Fortunii 

-M7 

4* 

Syringa  vulgaris,  L. 

24^ 

44 

var.  alba,  Hort. 

^4'^ 

44 

*'        Persica,  L. 

250 

44 

var.  alba,  Hort. 

-51 

it 

Josikaea,  Jacq. 

-52 

4< 

Emodi,  Wall. 

-:53 

•  4 

Ligustrum  vulgare,  L. 

:^34 

44 

"          lucidum.  Ail. 

2^5 

4i 

Chionanthus  Virgin ica,  L. 

-:^' 

44 

Fraxinus  Omus,  L. 

Coninioii  Name. 
French  Mulberry. 
Virginia  Silk. 
Bittersweet. 
European  Boxlhorn. 
Green-stemmed  Golden  Bell. 
Weeping  " 

Fortune's  " 

Common         Lilac. 
White 
Persian 
White  Persian 
Hungarian 
Himalayan 
Common  Privet 
Chinese  ** 

Fringe  Tree. 
Flowering  Ash. 


C.     FLOWERS  APETALOUS. 


7  Olive. 


i:;^ 


2^> 


2<»j 

2tJl 

:o2 
-^'•3 

2fj4 

-*>5 


266 


2*»7  Ranunculus, 


•2^1"^ 


2tx^ 

<• 

270 

Witch  Hazel. 

-'71 

l)<r^otyd. 

1""* 

Liurel, 

^73 

•i 

::74 

Mezereum, 

-75 

44 

-J, 

Oleaster, 

"s   / 

«« 

,'i 


Fraxinus  excelsior,  L. 

"        var.  pendula,  Hort. 
"        var.  salicifolia,  Hort. 

var.  heterophylla,  Vahl. 
"        Americana,  L. 
"        var.  juglandifolia,  Hort. 
"        var.  aucubcefolia,  Hort. 
var.  rufa,  Hort. 
pubescens,  Lam. 
"        sambucifolia,  Lam. 
Clematis  coerulea,  Lindl. 
Viticella,  Mcench. 
*•         Virginiana,  L. 
Liquidambar  styraciflua,  L. 
Nyssa  multiflora,  Wang. 
Sassafras  officinale,  Nees. 
Benzoin  odoriferum,  Nees. 
Daphne  Mezereum,  L. 
Dirca  palustris,  L. 
Hippophit  Rhamnoides,  I . 
Shcperdia  Canadensis,  Nutt. 

"  argentea,  Nutt. 

Eleagnus  hortensis,  Pursh. 


English  Ash. 

Weeping 

Willow-leaved    ** 

Single 

White 

Walnut-leaved   " 

Aucuba     •• 

Single 

Red 

Black 

Blue  Clematis, 

Vine  Bower  Clematis. 

Virgin's  Bower  " 

Sweet  Gum. 

Sour 

Sassafras. 

Spice  Bush. 

Mezereum. 

Leatherwood. 

Sal  low  thorn. 

Canadian  Shcperdia. 

Buffalo  Berry. 

Wild  Olive. 
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No. 

Family. 

280  Olcasier, 

281 

Spurge, 

282 

Elm, 

.283 

•  < 

284 

>• 

285 

II 

286 

tl 

287 

tl 

288 

•  > 

2S9 

It 

2<^ 

II 

291 

Kig. 

292 

II 

293 

II 

294 

Plane  Tree, 

295 

tl 

296 

Walnut. 

297 

li 

298 

It 

2()9 

tt 

300 

Oak, 

301 

tl 

302 

II 

303 

II 

304 

•I 

30s 

II 

306 

II 

307 

•1 

308 

11 

309 

•1 

310 

t« 

311 

II 

312 

II 

313 

II 

314 

II 

315 

II 

316 

II 

317 

II 

318 

II 

319 

II 

320 

It 

321 

II 

T22 

It 

323 

Birch, 

Botanical  Name. 
Kleagnus  argenlea,  Pursh. 
Huxus  ^empervirens,  L. 
Ulmus  canipebtris,  L. 

•*      var.  purpurea,  Horl. 
men  tana,  Bauh. 
var.  suberosa,  M tench. 
**      var.  superba,  Ilort. 
var.  Huntingdon,  Hort. 
Americana,  I.. 
"      fulva,  Mchx. 
Celtis  occiilen talis,  L. 
Morus  alba,  L. 

"      rubra,  L. 
Madura  aurantiaca,  Nutt. 
Platanus  occidental  is,  L. 

••       orien talis,  L. 
Juglans  nigra,  L. 

"       cinerea,  L. 
Carya  alba,  Nutt. 

"      amara,  Nutt. 
Quercus  Robur,  L. 
'*        Cerris,  L. 

alba,  L. 
*•        macrocarpa,  Mchx. 
•*         discolor,  Mciix. 
'*        cocci  nea,  Wang, 
rubra,  L. 
tinctoria,  Bart, 
palustris,  Willd. 
'*        Prinus,  L. 
Casianea  vesca,  L. 

'*        var.  Americana,    Don. 
Fagus  ferruginea.  Ait. 
*'      sylvatica,  L. 
"      var.  purpurea,  Hort. 
"      var.  pendula,  Hort. 
'*      var.  asplenifolia,  Hort. 
Corvlus  Americana,  Walt. 
♦•       avellana,  Willd. 
'•       var.  purpurea,  Hort. 
Carpi nus  Betulus,  L. 

'*        Americana,  Mchx. 
Ostrya  Virgin ica,  WMlld. 
Betula  lenta,  L. 


Common  Name. 
Silverl>erry. 
Tree  Btix. 
English  Elm. 
Purple-leaved  Elm. 
Scotch 
Cork 

Blandford 
Huntingdon 
White 
Red 

Hackberry. 
White  Mulberry. 
Red 

Osage  Orange. 
Western  Plane  or  Buiionluli 
Eastern 
Black  Walnut. 
Butternut. 
Shellbark  Hickory. 
Bitternui 

English  Oak. 

Turkey  " 

White 
Burr 

Swamp  While    " 
Scarlet 
Red 
Bbck 
Pin 

Chestnut 

Spanish  Chestnut. 
American       " 
American  Beech. 
European         ** 
European  Purple  Beech. 
Weeping  l>ccil. 
Fern-lea vetl  V*o.^>- 
American  Hazelnut. 
European         " 
Purple  Filbert, 
European  Hornl)eain. 
American  *' 

Hop 
Sweet  or  Cherr>'  Birch. 
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No 

Family. 

Botanical  Name. 

Common  Name. 

324 

Birch, 

Betula  lutea,  Mchx. 

Yellow  Birch. 

325 

0 

«( 

papyracea,  Ait. 

Canoe 

326 

It 

«« 

alba,  L. 

European  White  Birch. 

327 

!• 

II 

var.  laciniata,  Hort. 

Cut-leaved     ♦* 

32S 

II 

Alnus  incana,  Willd. 

Hoary  Alder. 

329 

u 

41 

semilata.  Ait. 

Smooth     *• 

330 

«( 

tt 

glutinosa,  L. 

European  Alder. 

351 

•« 

ii 

var.  laciniata,  Hort. 

Cut-leaved    " 

332  " 

Willow. 

Salix  Babylonica,  L. 

Weeping  Willow. 

333 

(« 

<t 

alba,  L. 

White 

334 

t< 

II 

var.  vitellina,  L. 

Gold-barked  " 

335 

t( 

It 

nigra.  Marsh. 

Black 

336 

•  « 

ii 

humilis.  Marsh. 

Low  Bush      " 

337 

tl 

li 

viminalis,  L. 

Basket 

33S 

•t 

■1 

longifolia,  Muhl. 

Long-leaved  " 

r^o 

>t 

tf 

linearis,  Forbes, 

Narrow-leaved  Willow. 

340 

>• 

ii 

rosmarinifolia,  Pursh. 

Rosemary               ** 

341 

<i 

tt 

purpurea,  Koch. 

Purple 

342 

t( 

it 

lucida.  Muhl. 

Shining                   '* 

343 

•  • 

(1 

caprea,  L. 

Goat 

U4 

l( 

ii 

var.  pendula,  Hort. 

Kilmarnock            *• 

?4: 

l« 

Populus  alba,  L. 

Abele,  or  White  Poplar. 

346 

<i 

It 

tremula  pendula,  Hort. 

Weeping  Poplar. 

347 

•c 

tl 

tremuloi^es,  Mchx. 

American  Aspen. 

343 

It 

II 

grandidentata,  Mchx. 

Great-toothed  Aspen. 

34'} 

•« 

ti 

nigra,  L. 

Italian     Poplar. 

'50 

•  ( 

t'. 

fastigiata,  Desf. 

Lombardy     " 

351 

(« 

1 1 

monilifera,  Ait. 

Cotton  Wood. 

3:2 

tt 

tl 

angulata,  Ait. 

Cottonwood. 

3:3 

it 

It 

balsamifera,  L. 

Balsam  Poplar. 

CLASS  II.— GYMNOSPERMOUS   PLANTS. 


354  Pine, 

Pinus 

Austriaca,  Hoss. 

Austrian  Pine 

355      " 

'*         Laricio, 

Endl. 

Corsican     " 

5:0      " 

Mugho,  Bank. 

Mugho       '• 

3:7      " 

Massoniana,  Sieb. 

Japan         " 

355      " 

sylvestris,  L. 

Scotch        " 

Vrn      " 

n 

Jeffreyii,  Hort. 

Jeffrey's      " 

50 


No. 

Family. 

360 

Pine, 

361 

ti 

362 

«( 

363 

«< 

364 

<i 

365 

•1 

366 

•< 

367 

it 

368 

4t 

369 

t« 

370 

•  « 

371 

tt 

372 

II 

373 

II 

374 

tt 

375 

tt 

376 

II 

377 

tt 

37S 

t< 

379 

tl 

3S0 

ti 

381 

tl 

382  Cypress, 

383 

384 

385 

386 

387 

388 

389 

390 

391 

392 

393 

394 

395 

396 

tt 

397 

398 

399 

400 

401 

402 

Yew, 

it 


II 


tt 


tl 


tt 


Botanical  Name. 
Pinus  Cembra,  L. 
"      Ayacahuite,  Ehr. 
**      Strobus,  L. 
•'      var.  nana,  Hort. 
Picea  baKamea,  Loud. 

Hudsonica,  Knight, 
Cephalonica,  Loud. 
'*     Nordmanniana,  Loud. 
*'     Pichta,  Loud. 
"     firnia,  Sieb. 
Abies  Canadensis,  Mchx. 
alba,  Mchx. 
nigra,  Poir. 
excelsa,  D.  C. 
var.  conica,  Hort. 
"     var.  Gregoriana,  Hort. 
**     Dougla;>sii,  Lindl. 
*•     orientalis,  Poir. 
Larix  Americana,  Mchx. 
"     £urop%a,  D.  C. 
"     var.  pendula,  Lodd. 
Pseudo-Larix  Koempferi,  Gordon, 
Juniperus  communis,  L. 

Hi^v  uica,  Hort. 
suecica.  Mill. 
Sinensis,  L. 
Vii^iniana,  L. 
"        var.  glauca,  Lodd. 
**        squamata,  Don. 
"        repens, 
Retinospora  obtusa,  Sieb. 
"  pisifera,  Sieb. 

"  var.  aurea.  Fort. 

Thuja  occidentalis,  L. 

var.  Sibirica,  Hort. 
var.  ericoides,  Hort. 
plicata,  Hort. 
Biota  Nepalensis,  Endl. 
'*     orientalis,  Endl. 
'*     orientalis  aurea,  Hort. 
Cupressus  Lawsoniana,  Murray, 
Taxodium  distichum,  Richard, 
Taxus  adpressa,  Carr. 


it 


tt 


It 


ti 


tl 


tl 


Common  Name. 
Swiss  Stone  Pine. 
Ayacahuite       ** 
White 

Dwarf  White    •* 
Balsam  Fir. 
Hudson's  Bay  Fir. 
Cephalonian  Silver  Fir. 
Nordmann's  Silver  Fir. 
Siberian 
Japan 

Hemlock  Spruce. 
White 
Black 

Norway         " 
Dwarf  Norway  Spruce. 
Gregory's  Dwarf      *• 
Douglas'  ** 

Oriental 

American  Larch. 
Euri'j  o^ 
Wet 

Koei  ! 

Coir. 
Insl 

Swedish  " 

Chinese  " 

Red  Cedar. 

Grey-leaved  Red  Cedar. 
Scaly-leaved  Juniper. 
Carpet 

Blunt-leaved  Retinospora. 
Pea-fruited 
Gold-leaved 
White  Cedar. 
Siberian  Arbjrvita. 
Heath-leaved  " 
Nee's  plicate    " 
Nepaul  •• 

Chinese 

Gold-leaved     " 
Lawson's  Cypress. 
Swamp  '* 

Japan  Yew. 


«4 


It 


5' 


I 


No. 

Family. 

Botanical  Name. 

Common  Name. 

403 

Yew, 

TaxUj 

i  baccata,  Thunb. 

English  Yew. 

404 

i« 

\'ar.  stricta,  Hort. 

Erect 

405 

•• 

var.  aurea,  Hort. 

Gold-leaved  Yew. 

4j6 

ti 

var.  Dovastoni,  Hort. 

Weeping          ** 

407 

tc 

Canadensis,  Lodd. 

Ground  Hemlock. 

405 

Salisburia  adiantifolia.  Smith, 

Maiden-Hair  Tree. 

VM- 
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EIGHTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF    THE 


PARK  COMMISSIONERS. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council  of  the  City 
of  Buffalo  : 

The  Park  Commissioners  respectfully  present 
to  your  Honorable  Body  the  annual  report  re- 
quired by  law. 

The  last  appropriation  made  by  the  Common 
Council  for  improving  the  Parks  and  approaches 
was  granted  early  in  the  year  of  1876,  and  with 
the  close  of  that  year  the  work  of  improvement 
practically  ceased.  Some  work  on  certain  por- 
tions of  the  grounds  which  had  been  left  in  an 
unfinished  condition  at  the  close  of  that  year  was 
provided  for  by  the  last  Council  in  the  appropria- 
tion for  maintenance. 

The  last  report  presented  to  your  Honorable 
Body  showed  a  balance  in  accordance  with  the 
books  of  the  Secretary  of  $803.56.     On  compar- 


ing  statements  with  the  books  of  the  Comptroller 
at  the  close  of  last  year  it  appears  that  the  credit 
balance  on  the  books  of  that  department  on 
the  1st  of  Januar)^  1877,  amounted  to  $134.05, 
making  a  difference  of  $369.51.  This  difference 
is  accounted  for  by  the  payment  by  the  Comp- 
troller of  sundry  items  of  interest  on  orders 
drawn  for  the  payment  of  awards  for  lands  taken 
for  Fillmore  Avenue.  Deducting  this  amount,  it 
left  the  balance  in  the  treasury,  December  31. 
1876,  of  $536.23.  The  receipts  during  the  past 
year  were  $1,614.94,  making  a  total  of  $2,151.17 
to  the  credit  of  the  Improvement  Fund.  The  ex- 
penditures during  the  year  were  $1,016.89,  leaving 
a  balance  of  $1,014.18 — $1,001.16  in  the  Cit\' 
Treasury  and  $93.1 2  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary' 
and  Treasurer  of  the  Board. 

Since  the  ist  of  January  inst.  there  has  been 
paid  to  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  the  sum  of 
$I7,4S2.I2  on  account  of  insurance  risks  on  the 
Parade  House.  It  is  expected  that  nearly  the 
amount  of  total  risks,  $50,000,  will  be  realized 
from  this  source,  and  will  be  placed  to  the  credit 
of  the  Improvement  Fund. 

The  appropriation  made  by  the  Council  for 
maintenance  for  the  year  1877  was  $31,664.25.  A 
portion  of  this  amount  was  expended  for  finishing 
up  some  works  of  improvement  which  required 
completion.  The  entire  expenditures  for  the  year 
were  $31,615.07,  leaving  a  balance  unexpended  ol 
$49.18. 


The  report  of  the  Superintendent  will  furnish 
vou  with  a  detail  statement  of  the  work  accom- 
plished  during  the  year  and  of  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  grounds.  There  is  a  subject,  however, 
to  which  he  incidentally  refers,  which  demands 
trom  the  Board  an  expression  of  their  apprecia- 
tion of  the  danger  which  may  be  reasonably 
apprehended  by  carrying  out  the  project  inaugu- 
rated by  the  Common  Council  of  1877,  of  empty- 
ing the  sewerage  matter  of  the  territory  west  of 
I  )elaware  and  north  of  Best  Street  into  Scajaquada 
Creek.  We  respectfully  but  earnestly  beg  leave 
to  enter  a  solemn  protest  against  the  adoption  of 
any  system  of  sewers  with  their  outlet  in  this 
creek.  During  the  summer  months  there  is  no 
running  water  in  its  channel  to  carry  off  or  neu- 
tralize the  sewerage  matter,  which,  by  means  of 
these  sewers,  would  be  emptied  upon  the  bed  of 
the  creek,  where  it  will  stagnate  and  exhale  its 
noxious  and  poisonous  gases  and  become  an 
Intolerable  nuisance  all  along  the  creek,  from  the 
Driving  Park  to  Black  Rock  Harbor.  Not  only 
the  water  area  of  the  Park  and  Cemetery  would 
be  contaminated,  but  the  creek  below  the  dam  as 
well  would  simply  become  one  great  cess  pool. 

It  was  stated  by  the  Committee  on  sewers  of  the 
last  Council  that  the  sewage  would  all  be  carried 
off  quickly  and  harmlessly  were  it  not  for  the 
obstruction  caused  by  the  Park  dam.  We  feel 
justified  in  characterizing  this  statement  as  founded 
upon  an  entire  misconception  of  the  facts.     It  is 


well  known  that  before  the  construction  of  the 
Park  dam  the  waters  of  Black  Rock  Harbor 
backed  up  the  channel  of  the  creek  as  far  as  the 
west  boundary  of  the  Buffalo  City  Cemeter)',  and 
strong  winds  often  raised  the  water  as  high  as  the 
present  level  of  the  Park  lake.  The  prevalent 
winds  being  from  the  west,  the  floating  filth  of  the 
harbor  was  carried  up  the  creek  as  far  as  the  back 
water  extended.  From  this  cause  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  creek  now  within  the  Park  were 
generally  the  foulest  and  most  offensive,  and  all 
that  portion  of  the  creek  bottom  was  then  well 
known  to  be  an  offensive  and  malarious  swamp. 
But  by  the  construction  of  the  Park  dam  at  a  height 
just  barely  sufficient  to  keep  out  the  stagnant 
water  below,  the  Park  lake  has  become  a  body  of 
pure  spring  water.  To  discharge  into  the  creek 
above  it  the  drainage  of  a  territory  covering  about 
1,500  acres,  the  population  of  which  must  natural- 
ly increase  every  year,  the  effect  upon  its  waters 
in  the  near  future  can  easily  be  imagined.  Wc 
trust  your  Honorable  Body  will  seriously  consider 
the  momentous  results  that  must  ensue  from  an 
undertaking  fraught  with  so  much  danger  to  the 
health  of  this  section  of  the  city. 

Our  objections  to  the  system  are  not  that,  cm 
account  0/ the  dam,  the  sewage  cannot  flow  off,  but 
that  in  spite  of  the  dam  the  sewage  will  pollute  the 
spring  water  in  the  Park  lake  ;  and  that  within  the 
cemetery  above  the  Park,  as  well  as  in  the  creek 
below,  on  the  banks  of  which  the  State  is  now 


erecting  a  magnificent  hospital  for  the  insane,  its 
poisonous  and  offensive  exhalation  would  be  hurt- 
ful to  the  public  health  and  damaging  to  the  prop- 
erty in  its  vicinity.  The  Trustees  of  the  Buffalo 
City  Cemeter>'  Association  and  the  Managers  of 
the  Buffalo  State  Asylum  for  the  Insane  have 
officially  called  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the 
mischievous  results  which  must  follow  if  this 
system  is  put  into  operation.  The  Board  of 
Health  have  also  pointed  out  the  danger  to  be 
apprehended  by  adopting  this  plan. 

That  the  territory  in  question  requires  a  thor- 
ough drainage  system  is  admitted,  and  that  this 
want  should  be  supplied  at  once  is  equally  true. 
But  is  it  wise  to  attempt  to  abate  one  nuisance  by 
creating  another  and  still  more  dangerous  one  ? 
Sewers  should  discharge  their  contents  only  where 
there  is  sufficient  water  to  carry  off  or  absorb  all 
impurities. 

No  formal  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Board 
in  relation  to  the  re-building  of  the  Parade 
House. 

The  Parade,  as  a  place  for  the  exercise  of  mili- 
tary evolutions,  is  fully  appreciated  by  our  local 
militarj^  organizations,  and  supplies  a  parade 
ground  on  which  all  field  movements  may  be 
executed,  and  will  always  be  resorted  to  for 
exercise  and  reviews.  As  the  southwest  portion 
of  the  verandah  remains  in  comparatively  good 
condition,  and  as  a  building  at  the  Parade  is  abso- 
lutely required,  the  entire  verandah  front  might 
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be  reproduced  and  a  simple  structure  built  in  Its 
rear  to  accommodate  those  who  resort  to  these 
}f rounds.  This  can  be  done  at  comparatively  little 
expense,  and  the  Parade  continue  an  attractive 
place  of  resort. 

The  approach  from  Delaware  Street  through 
Chapin  Place,  Chapin  Parkway,  Soldiers'  Place 
and  Lincoln  Parkway  ought  to  be  a  finished  drive- 
way, as  the  clay  soil  renders  the  roadway  almost 
impassable  after  a  heavy  rain  and  practically  cuts 
off  the  Park  for  pleasure  drivinjr  in  the  spring  and 
fall.  By  placing  these  approaches  in  the  condi- 
tion of  the  finished  roads  in  the  Parks,  an  uninter- 
rupted drive  can  be  had  at  all  seasons.  As  no 
further  appropriation  for  improvement  is  likely  to 
he  needed  for  some  years,  the  Board  will  not 
direct  any  expenditure  of  this  fund  without  care- 
ful consideration,  and  only  such  improvements 
will  be  made  as  may  seem  to  be  demanded. 

As  the  subject  of  maintenance  the  present 
year  is  one  which  your  Honorable  Body  is  soon  to 
consider,  the  Board  deem  it  proper  to  state  that 
the  estimate  that  may  be  presented  to  you  will  be 
based  upon  what  will,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board, 
be  reasonable  and  just  for  the  proper  care  and 
preservation  of  the  grounds  and  improvements, 
as  the  value  and  benefits  of  the  Parks  depend 
entirely  upon  their  always  being  kept  in  good 
condition.  The  great  popularity  of  the  large 
Parks  in  other  cities  is  mainly  owing  to  the  good 
taste  and  high  finish  so  conspicuous  in   the  order 
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and  keeping  of  the  grounds.  Any  Park  if  allowed 
to  degenerate  and  present  a  neglected  and  sloven- 
ly aspect  becomes  worthless,  and  its  main  object, 
that  of  cultivating  and  gratifying  a  refined  taste 
for  the  beautiful  in  nature,  lost.  If  they  are  now 
neglected  they  will  rapidly  fall  into  a  disrepute 
which  it  may  require  years  of  careful  keeping  in 
the  future  to  eradicate  from  the  public  mind. 

There  are  also  various  contingencies  which 
enter  into  the  question  of  maintenance  to  which  due 
consideration  ought  to  be  given.  In  seasons  of 
long  continued  drought  the  expense  of  watering 
the  roads  and  plantations  is  materially  increased. 
^Extraordinary  storms  do  more  or  less  damage,  so 
that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  estimate,  as  in 
other  departments,  the  exact  amount  that  may  be 
necessary.  As  citizens  and  tax-payers  it  is  scarce- 
ly necessary  for  them  to  state  that  it  would  afford 
them  pleasure  to  show  an  unexpended  balance  at 
the  close  of  the  year  to  be  made  available  in  the 
resources  of  the  next.  The  amount  granted  last 
year  was  so  much  below  what  was  asked,  that  it 
was  impossible  to  keep  all  portions  of  the  grounds 
in  that  order  and  neatness  which  all  public  pleas- 
ure grounds  ought  to  exhibit,  and  certain  repairs 
which  in  the  interest  of  true  economy  should  have 
been  done  the  past  year,  were  of  necessity  post- 
poned until  the  ensuing  season.  But  the  Com- 
missioners can  congratulate  themselves  that  so 
much  was  accomplished  with  the  means  at  their 
disposal. 
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A  detailed  statement  of  all  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures is  appended  to  this  report. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
P.    P.    PRATT, 

President. 

SOLOMON    SCHEU. 
EDWIN    T.   EVANS. 
SHERMAN  S.  JEVVETT, 
EDWARD   BENNETT, 
COOLEY   S.   CHAPIN. 
PATRICK  SMITH, 
JOSEPH   L.   FAIRCHILD, 
MICHAEL   MESMER, 
AUGUSTUS   FUCHS, 
GEORGE   URBAN, 
JAMES   R.   SMITH. 
HIRAM  EXSTEIN, 
JAMES   H.    METCALFE, 
FRANK   PEREW, 
F.   AUGUSTUS  GEORGER. 


SUPERINTENDENTS  REPORT. 
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The  Park,  January   ist,   1878. 

To  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  : 

Gentlemen, — I  present  the  following  report  of 
the  work  done  on  the  parks  in  the  year  1877. 

Few  new  improvements  have  been  made,  and 
the  main  work  of  the  past  season  has  been  simply 
the  maintenance  in  fair  condition  of  all  the  grounds 
and  structures.  The  only  new  work  has  been 
the  construction  of  a  Macadam  roadway  in  that 
portion  of  Delaware  Street  lying  opposite  the 
Park,  including  the  reconstruction  of  the  bridge 
over  Scajaquada  Creek,  the  draining  and  partial 
filling  up  of  the  low  ground  adjoining  Delaware 
Street  near  the  northern  boundary  of  the  Ceme- 
tery, the  grading  and  stoning  of  that  portion  of 
Humboldt  Parkway  in  the  angle  between  Main 
and  Steele  Streets,  and  the  construction  of  the 
permanent  flood-gate  machinery  at  the  waste-wier 
in  the  park  dam.  The  new  roadway  in  Delaware 
Street,  exclusive  of  the  bridge  alterations,  was 
built  by  contract  in  August  and  September,  and 
the  other  improvements  were  made  in   October 
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and  November  by  day*s  work,  and  chiefly  by  the 
men  who  in  the  summer  months  had  been  employ- 
ed on  the  maintenance  work. 

The  average  number  of  men  employed  by  the 
day  has  been  in  each  month  of  the  year  as  follows: 

January,  i  ;  February,  o;  March,  o;  April,  21; 
May,  47;  June,  43;  July,  43;  Aug.,  26;  Sept.,  18; 
Oct.,  31 ;  Nov.,  5 ;  Dec,  4. 

The  daily  average  number  of  teams  from  April 
to  November  was  six. 

About  the  middle  of  April  the  general  work  of 
the  season  began.  On  the  park  all  the  young 
plantations  were  worked  over.  Over  a  thousand 
seedling  oaks  were  transplanted  from  the  Park 
nurser)'  to  the  permanent  plantations  and  also 
about  3,000  shrubs.  On  Humboldt  Parkway  1,000 
young  maple  trees  were  set  out  in  place  of  the 
tulip  trees,  many  of  which  were  not  in  a  thrifty 
condition.  The  whole  Parkway  has  been  planted 
with  the  maples,  placing  them  intermediately  with 
the  tulips  in  the  sections  where  the  latter  have 
not  yet  been  removed.  On  the  Parade  about 
1,500  shrubs  and  500  young  trees  were  planted, 
chiefly  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  old  native 
grove. 

As  the  season  advanced,  all  the  flower  beds  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Parade  House  and  of  the  farmstead 
were  filled  with  choice  bedding  plants  free  of  cost 
—  as  a  public-spirited  citizen  generously  gave  me 
the  use  of  a  part  of  his  greenhouse  in  which  to 
propagate  the  plants. 
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As  only  half  an  inch  of  rain  fell  in  May,  all  the 
younger  plantations  required  occasional  watering 
to  secure  a  good  start  of  the  season's  growth. 
During  the  summer  months  the  showers  though 
light  were  frequent,  and  the  fall  rains  have  been 
timely  and  abundant.  The  later  months  of  the 
year  have  been  unusually  mild,  and  thus  the  season 
has  been  very  favorable  to  the  growth  and  maturity 
of  all  vegetation.  In  consequence,  all  the  young 
plantations  have  thriven  well.  During  the  flower- 
ing period  every  species  of  shrub  blossomed  freely, 
and  many  kinds  made  quite  a  conspicuous  show 
while  in  bloom.  As  the  shrubberies  are  now  be- 
coming well  established  they  will  add  much  here- 
after both  by  flower  and  foliage  to  the  summer 
embellishment  of  the  Parks. 

The  grass  in  all  the  open  lawn  and  meadow  sur- 
faces was  mown  as  often  as  was  necessary  to  pre- 
vent permanent  injury  to  the  turf  by  too  rank  a 
growth.  Wherever  the  soil  is  in  fair  condition  the 
sward  is  becoming  close  and  thick.  There  are, 
however,  many  thin  patches  still,  and  on  the  Park 
meadow  especially  there  is  quite  a  large  area  where 
the  quality  of  the  turf  is  quite  inferior.  Much  of 
this  land  was  in  poor  condition  when  taken  for 
park  purposes,  and  in  grading  to  form  a  smoother 
surface  the  upper  loam  was  often  unavoidably 
buried,  and,  instead,  the  clay  subsoil  more  or  less 
fully  exposed.  Where  it  has  been  mulched  with 
stock  yard  manure  the  turf  has  greatly  improved, 
but  there  are  still  large  areas  which  have  never 
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been  mulched.  On  such  places  the  sward  will  re- 
main poor  and  thin  until  it  be  well  dressed  with 
manure. 

The  roads  were  regularly  sprinkled  in  dry 
weather  and  generally  remain  in  fair  order.  On 
North  Street  Circle  and  Porter  Avenue  the  Ma- 
cadam carriage  way  had  become  much  worn  in 
some  places,  and  the  surface  was  repaired  with  a 
fresh  layer  of  sharp  gravel  toward  the  close  of  the 
season.  About  600  cubic  yards  of  fine  chips  and 
gravel  were  used  in  these  repairs.  There  are  also 
several  portions  of  the  drive  in  the  main  Park 
where  the  surface  needs  renewal  with  gravel. 

This  repair  was  ordered  late  in  the  fall,  but  the 
work  has  not  been  finished,  as  the  parkway  ap- 
proaches have  not  been  firm  enough  to  sustain  the 
continuous  haulinif  of  heavv  loads. 

The  restaurant  in  the  boat-house  and  the  boat 
service  on  Gala  Water  were  both  during  the  past 
season  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  James  E.  Nunan, 
who  had  charge  of  the  boating  the  previous  year. 
Ample  accommodations  were  provided  to  the 
public  in  both  departments,  but  the  demand  in 
either  was  not  quite  so  large  as  in  former  years. 
The  distance  of  the  Park  from  the  centre  of 
population  in  the  city,  and  the  want  of  any  cheap 
and  regular  means  of  public  conveyance  to  and 
from  it,  are  still  the  chief  hindrances  to  the  general 
enjoyment  of  the  Park  by  the  majority  of  the 
people.  The  number  of  vehicles  entering  the 
Park  was  al)out  the  same  as  formerlv,  and,  owinij 
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to  the  very  mild  autumn,  the  season  of  driving  for 
outdoor  air  and  recreation  has  been  prolonged 
much  later  than  in  former  years. 

The  machinery  for  raising  and  lowering  the 
riood-gates  at  the  overflow  of  the  Park  dam  has 
been  put  in  place,  and  the  foot  bridge  spanning 
the  weir  has  been  completed  by  constructing  on 
each  side  a  hand  railing,  made  of  two-inch  gas 
pipe.  The  overflow  of  water  has  been  continuous 
through  the  dryest  weather,  but  the  purity  of  the 
water  was  sensibly  affected  by  the  largely  in- 
creased amount  of  sewerage  matter  which  is  now 
discharged  into  Scajaquada  Creek.  During  the 
summer  months  there  is  not  sufficient  water  in 
the  creek  bed  to  carry  off  or  neutralize  the  sewage 
impurities.  If  this  discharge  be  increased  by  the 
.construction  of  sewers  with  their  permanent  outlet 
into  the  creek,  as  lately  ordered  by  the  Common 
Council,  it  will  not  be  many  years  until  all  the 
water  area  within  the  Park  will  become  a  foul  and 
offensive  nuisance. 

The  stone  roadway  in  that  portion  of  Delaware 
Street  fronting  on  and  intersecting  the  Park  was 
built  by  contract  with  Mr.  John  A.  Holloway.  On 
the  sections  where  the  estate  of  the  late  Dr.  Lord 
and  the  lands  of  the  Buffalo  City  Cemetery  are  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  street  to  the  Park,  one- 
half  of  the  cost  of  this  improvement  was  borne  by 
these  lands  respectively.  The  total  length  of  new 
roadway  built,  exclusive  of  the  bridge  over  the 
creek,  is  3,150  feet.     The  depth  of  stone  is  18 
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inches,  and  the  width  of  carriage  way  is  26  feet 
inchiding  a  paved  gutter  2  feet  wide  on  each  side. 
The  side  borders,  each  20  feet  wide,  were  graded 
by  the  Park  laborers,  so  as  to  conform  with  the 
Hne  and  grade  of  the  carriage  way,  and  wherever 
a  clay  surface  was  exposed  by  this  work,  it  was 
dressed  with  good  loam.  At  short  intervals  alonj^ 
the  gutters  thirteen  silt  basins  were  built,  and  each 
was  provided  with  suitable  sewer  connections,  by 
which  the  water  of  any  rain-storm  or  freshet  may 
be  quickly  carried  off. 

When  the  new  carriage  way  had  been  finished, 
the  iron  bridge  over  the  creek  was  raised  several 
feet,  while  the  stone  abutments  were  repaired,  and 
about  15  inches  added  to  tlieir  height.  The  iron 
span  was  then  lowered  and  filled  to  the  new  level, 
which  gives  a  better  grade  to  the  roadway,  and 
affords  more  water-way  for  occasions  of  high  flood. 
On  the  abutment  wings  four  parapet  walls  were 
built  with  lari«:e  blocks  of  hewn  stone.  Each  wall 
is  II  feet  wide,  ^^4  feet  hi<:h,  and  20  inches  thick. 
All  the  stone  used  was  from  the  Ledgewood 
quarry  in  the  Park. 

The  surplus  material  excavated  in  forming  the 
road  bed  north  of  the  creek  was  deposited  in  the 
low  ground  at  the  corner  of  the  Park  near  the 
north  angle  of  the  Cemetery.  A  main  drain  about 
900  feet  long,  chiefly  of  12-inch  vitrified  pipe,  was 
then  laid  throuofh  this  section.  It  connects  with 
the  outlets  of  the  drains  previously  laid  in  the 
adjacent  portion  of  the  I^ark,  and  thus  completes 
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the  drainage  system  of  all  the  border  strip  south 
of  the  3outh  Meadow  Drive. 

On   Humboldt  Parkway  the  triangle   between 
Main  and   Steele  Streets  has  been  filled  up    to 
grade,  and  the  foundation  stone  has  been  laid  in 
the  central  carriage  way.     The  roadway  in  Steele 
Street  where  it  intersects  the  Parkway  has  been 
widened  to  40  feet,  and  a  good  stone  foundation 
laid  in  the  part  widened.     A    substantial    stone 
culvert  has  been  built  under  the  drive  in  the  gut- 
ter line  of  Main  Street,  and  another  in  the  north- 
erly line  of  Steele  Street.     Exclusive  of  the  stone 
foundations,  about  1,000  cubic  yards  of  earth  fill- 
ing were  required  to  bring  this  angle  up  to  the 
established  grade.      Most   of  this  was   obtained 
trom  outside  sources  free  of  cost  except  for  the 
hauling  and  handling. 

At  the  junction  of  Humboldt  Parkway  and  the 
Parade  a  branch  sewer,  about  500  feet  long,  has 
been  laid  to  the  main  drain  alongside  of  the  north 
circuit  drive  of  the  Parade.  Two  inlet  basins  have 
been  built  at  the  intersection  of  Keller  Street, 
which  convey  into  this  drain  the  water  which  for- 
merly accumulated  at  this  crossing. 

On  the  night  of  the  26-27th  of  August,  the  Pa- 
rade House  took  fire  and  it  was  all  burned  to  the 
ground  except  a  small  portion  of  the  southwest 
pavilion  wing.  The  only  work  since  done  on  the 
ruins  has  been  to  cover  up  with  rough  boards  the 
exposed  portion  of  the  unburnt  wing,  and  to  pro- 
tect from  frost  the  cellar  wall  foundations  and  the 
boiler  in  the  basement. 
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The  work  on  the  large  sewer,  generally  known 
as  the  "  F'illmore  Avenue  *'  sewer,  has,  during  the 
past  month,  reached  the  lower  end  of  Fillmore 
Avenue,  and  it  is  now  well  advanced  to  the  chan- 
nel of  Little  Bufifalo  Creek.  As  the  sewer  will 
receive  all  the  water  in  this  channel,  the  building 
of  a  permanent  culvert  here  will  be  unnecessa^)^ 
and  next  season  all  the  bottom  of  the  creek,  at  its 
intersection  with  the  avenue,  may  be  filled  up  to 
the  established  grade.  This  work  may  possibly 
be  continued  without  much  interruption  through 
the  winter  months,  as  the  year  closed  with  no  ice 
on  the  water  and  only  one  night*s  frost  in  the 
ground.  I  found  the  common  periwinkle  in  bloom 
on  the  28th  of  December,  and  dandelions  in  flower 
on  this  ist  day  of  January. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WM.  McMillan. 
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ABSTRACT  OF  RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 

1877. 
Improvement  Ftind. 

Balance  in  Treasury,  Jan.    1,   1877,         $803.56 
Balance  in  hands   of  Se<:retary  and 
Treasurer, 102.18 

$905-74 
Deduct   amount  paid  by  Comptrol- 
ler as  interest  on  Fillmore  Avenue 
orders, 369- 51 

Balance, $536- 23         $53^-^3 

For  sale  of  fire-proof  safe, $50.00 

For  rents, 1,030.00 

For  sales  of  fowls  and  eggs, 25.44 

For  premiums  on    fowls   at    poultry 

exhibition, 1300 

For  sale  of  horse, 20.00 

For  sale  of  tramw^ay,    ........  474.00 

For  use  of  sprinkling  wagon,    ....  2.50 

51,614.94 
Less  amount   in  hands  of  Secretary 
and  Treasurer, 9312        1,521.82 

$2,058.05 

Disbursements. 

For  construction, $55o-45 

For  tools  and  implements, 306.69 

For  altering  and  printing  park  maps,  168.00 

For  miscellaneous, 3J-75        IJ056.89 

Balance  in  Treasury,  Dec.  31,  1877,  $1,001.16 


Maintenance  Fund. 

Receipts. 

By  ap|)roi)riation  by  Common  Coun- 

<'il, ^3i'6^4-^5 

Dhbtirsemt'ttts . 

For  new  improvements, ;|5 11,556.25 

For  teams  and  labor, 10,998.11 

For  repairs  of  buildings, 454-6o 

For  trees,  plants  and  seed, 9^4.25 

For  fertilizers, 1,071.00 

For  tools  and  implements, 640.24 

For  keeping  of  animals, 261.75 

For  taxes  and  insurance, 1,329.00 

For  gravel, 193.65 

For    printing,   advertising    and    sta- 
tionery,       469.68 

For  salaries,      3,125.00 

For  office  expenses, 43-53 

For  miscellaneous, 558.01    $31,615.07 

Balance  to  General  Fund,     ....  S49-^^ 


NINTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF    THE 


PARK  COMMISSIONERS. 


To  the  Honorable    the    Common    Council  of  the 
City  of  Buffalo  : 

The  Park  Commissioners  respectfully  present 
to  your  Honorable  Body  the  annual  report  re- 
quired by  law. 

On  the  first  of  January,  1878,  the  balance  in  the 
City  Treasury  to  the  credit  of  the  Improvement 
Fund  was  jj5i,C)Oi.i6.  The  receipts  during  the 
year,  and  which  were  deposited  in  the  treasury, 
were:  On  account  of  insurance  received  on  the 
Parade  House,  destroyed  by  fire  in  August,  1877, 
§10,000,  and  from  other  sources  ;jii, 096.47,  making 
the  amount  in  the  City  Treasury  during  1878 
to  the  credit  of  the  Improvement  Fund  j^i  2,097.63. 
There  is  also  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  and 
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Treasurer  of  the  Board  the  sum  of  |Ji 30.00  be- 
longing to  the  fund. 

The  whole  amount  of  insurance  received  on 
account  of  the  Parade  House  was  ^49,975.12,  of 
which  $39,975.12  were  deposited  in  the  Manufac- 
turerers  and  Traders'  Bank  to  the  credit  of  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners. 
This  amount  added  to  the  figures  above  given 
makes  the  whole  sum  to  the  credit  of  the  Improve- 
ment Fund  $52,202.75. 

The  expenditures  during  the  year  were 
$40,113.57,  leaving  a  balance  on  hand  Januar) 
I,  1879,  of  $12,089.18,  as  follows: 

Amount  in  City  Treasury, $2,218.42 

Amount  in  Manufacturers  and  Traders*  Bank,  9,740.76 

Amount  in  hands  of  Secretary  and  Treasurer,     .  130.00 

Total, $12,069.18 

The  appropriation  made  by  your  Honorable 
Body  for  maintenance  during  the  year  1878  was 
$20,000  and  the  expenditures  $19,949.92,  leaving 
a  balance  to  go  to  the  General  Fund  of  $50.08. 

The  report  of  the  Superintendent  furnishes  in- 
formation as  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  work 
prosecuted  during  the  year,  and  to  which  your 
attention  is  invited. 

In  accordance  with  an  act  of  the  State  Legisla- 
ture, passed  May  23d,  1878,  and  ratified,  by  the 
Common  Council,  July  8th,  a  new  boundary  line 
was  established  between  the    Park   and    Buffalo 
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City  Cemetery  east  of  Delaware  Street.  This  new 
boundary  involves  the  closing  and  equal  division 
of  the  land  in  this  portion  of  Chapin  Street,  lying 
between  the  Park  and  Cemetery,  and  the  mutual 
exchange  of  about  one  acre  of  Park  land  for  an 
equal  area  of  land  within  the  Cemetery.  The  new 
line  begins  at  the  northeast  angle  of  the  Cemetery 
and  runs  thence  northerly  and  westerly  along  the 
line  of  a  curve  2,149  ^^^^  radius  for  a  distance  of 
2,231  feet  to  a  point  in  the  easterly  line  of  Dela- 
ware Street,  as  now  laid  out,  distant  405  feet  south- 
erly from  the  south  face  of  the  east  bench  wall  of 
the  stone  arch  which  carries  the  Park  drive  over 
the  street. 

As  considerable  grading  was  requisite  to  adapt 
to  a  proper  grade  for  the  new  boundary  line  the 
land  to  be  exchanged,  a  mutual  agreement  was 
made  whereby  the  necessary  work  was  done  by 
the  Park   Commissioners,  and  their  own  proper 
share  of  the  cost  was  paid  by  the  Cemetery  Trus- 
tees.   The  actual  exchange  of  the  land  in  question 
has  not  yet  been  made,  as  a  fence  is  necessary  on 
the  new  boundary  line;  and  until  that  shall    be 
built,  the  old  boundary  fence  cannot  be  removed. 
In  the  month  of  August  a  contract  for  rebuild- 
ing the  Parade  House,  in  accordance  with  a  modi- 
fied plan  prepared  by  Mr.  C.  K.  Porter,  was  let 
to  Mr.  Joseph  Churchyard ;    and  soon  thereafter 
the  work  was  begun.     The  main  building   was 
enclosed  before  winter  set  in,  and  the  whole  struc- 
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ture  will  probably  be  ready  for  use  by  the  begin- 
ning of  the  coming  season.  The  plan  adopted 
provides  for  the  re-construction  of  the  veranda 
wings,  on  the  west  front  of  the  house,  of  the  same 
size  and  style  as  before.  The  main  building,  how- 
ever, is  less  than  half  the  size  of  the  former 
house.  It  is  114  feet  long  by  35  feet  wide,  with 
an  offset  or  L  46  by  50  feet,  same  as  before.  As 
the  design  provides  a  public  room  on  each  floor 
the  full  width  of  the  main  building  by  75  feet  long, 
it  is  believed  it  will  afford  sufficient  public  accom- 
modation. During  the  past  year  the  Parade  has 
been  of  little  or  no  public  benefit  to  the  section  ot 
the  city  near  which  it  is  located,  as,  owing  to  the 
want  of  any  head-quarters  for  rest,  shelter,  or 
refreshment,  the  grounds  have  seldom  been  visited 
by  any  but  those  having  occasion  to  pass  through 
them. 

As  the  cost  of  the  new  Refector)'  will  be  less 
than  one-third  the  cost  of  the  previous  structure,  a 
surplus  fund  of  over  5(^30,000  was  obtained  by  the 
payment  in  full  of  all  the  insurance  policies  on 
the  former  building.  This  money  has  been  ex- 
pended during  the  past  season  in  the  general  im 
provement  of  the  Avenues  and  Parkways  leading 
to  the  different  parks.  On  the  unfinished  portions 
of  Porter  Avenue  a  permanent  Macadam  carriage 
way  has  been  constructed  in  the  same  manner  as 
on  the  portions  built  in  1875.  The  roadways  ot 
Fillmore  Avenue,  and  of  Humboldt,  Lincoln,  Bid- 
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well,  and  Chapin  Parkways,  have  also  been  greatly 
improved,  by  placing  a  good  foundation  of  stone 
and  gravel  along  the  centre  of  those  drives.  Cha- 
pin, Bidwell,  and  Soldiers'  Places  have  each  been 
treated  in  a  similar  manner. 

This  work  is,  of  course,  only  of  a  temporary  and 
half-finished  character,  as  on  the  average  only 
about  half  the  entire  width  of  roadway  has  been 
stoned,  and  that  only  to  about  half  the  depth  re- 
quisite for  a  permanent  carriage  way.  But  such 
as  it  is,  it  will  probably  afford  a  firm  and  easy 
passage  at  the  wettest  season  of  the  year  for  all 
the  travel  and  business  of  these  avenues  for  a  good 
many  years  to  come.  The  parks  are  now  each  as 
readily  accessible  for  pleasurable  travel  in  early 
spring  or  late  autumn  as  at  any  other  season  of  the 
year. 

While  much  more  might  be  done  in  the  way  of 
improvement  to  make  the  parks  what  they  ought 
to  be.  the  public  will  be  content  to  enjoy  them  as 
they  now  are  for  some  years  to  come,  provided 
due  attention  is  given  to  their  care  and  preserva- 
tion. The  comparatively  small  amount  required 
annually  for  this  purpose  will  no  doubt  be  cheer- 
fully granted.  The  trees  which  line  the  parkways 
and  drives  are  attaining  proportions  which  in  each 
year  are  adding  to  the  beauty  and  attractiveness 
of  the  grounds,  and  ere  another  decade  these  em- 
bowered avenues  will  be  the  admiration  of  visitors, 
and  the  pride  of  our  people. 
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A  detailed  statement  of  all  receipts  and  expen-  ■' 

ditures  accompanies  this  report.  ! 

Respectfully  submitted,  { 

SHERMAN  S.  JEWETT, 

Presideni. 

SOLOMON  SCHEU. 
EDWARD  BENNETT, 
PATRICK  SMITH, 
JOSEPH  L.  FAIRCHILD. 
MICHAEL  MESMER, 
ASHER  P.  NICHOLS, 
AUGUSTUS  FUCHS. 
GEORGE  URBAN, 
JAMES  R.  SMITH. 
HIRAM  EXSTEIN, 
JAMES  H.  METCALFE, 
F.  AUGUSTUS  GEORGER. 
GEORGE  W.  CLINTON. 
CYRUS  CLARKE, 
MICHAEL  NELLANY. 

Buffalo,  January  i8,  1879. 

superintknuent's  report. 

The  Park,  Jan.  2,  1879. 

7o  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  the  following  report  of 
work  done  on  the  Parks  and  Park  approaches  in 
the  year  1878: 

On  the  Parks  the  main  work  of  the  season  has 
been  simply  the  maintenance  in  fair  condition  of 
the  grounds  and  structures.     The  principal  work 


27 

of  the  year  has  been  the  stoning  and  graveling  of 
the  several  avenues  and  parkways  leading  to  or 
connecting  the  Parks. 

On  Fillmore  Avenue  the  construction  of  the 
large  sewer  located  on  the  line  of  the  east  sidewalk 
from  Seneca  Street  to  Broadway,  which  was  begun 
by  the  city  in  the  previous  year,  was  steadily  prose- 
cuted through  the  winter  and  completed  about  mid- 
summer. Sufficient  surplus  clay  from  the  sewer 
excavation  was  obtained  from  the  contractor  to  fill 
up  to  the  proper  grade  the  large  depression  on 
the  line  of  this  avenue  at  the  intersection  of  the 
fomier  channel  of  "  Little  Buffalo  Creek,",  the  water 
of  which  is  now  carried  through  the  new  sewer. 
In  filling  up  this  gap  6,400  cubic  yards  of  material 
were  used  at  an  expense  of  ^51,278.00. 

In  September  and  October  the  roadway  of  this 
avenue  was  improved  by  placing  along  the  centre 
of  it  a  layer  of  stone  and  gravel.  From  Seneca 
Street  to  Broadway  the  stone  was  laid  twenty-four 
feet  wide  by  seven  inches  deep,  and  surfaced  with 
about  two  inches  of  gravel.  From  Broadway  to 
Genesee  Street  gravel  only  was  used.  It  was  put 
on  thirty  feet  wide  by  about  nine  inches  deep.  Al- 
together about  3,500  cubic  yards  of  stone  were 
used  in  this  work,  and  about  the  same  quantity  of 
gravel.  The  stone  was  flint  rock  from  the  lime- 
kiln quarry  at  Buffalo  Plains,  and  was  brought  to 
East  Buffalo  by  the  Niagara  Falls  branch  of  the 
Erie  Railway. 

Humboldt   Parkway   was  treated  in  a  similar 
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manner,  but  with  about  three  inches  less  depth  of 
stone.  The  stone  for  this  parkway  was  hauled 
from  the  quarries  at  Jammerthal  and  Buffalo  Plains. 
On  it  2,500  loads  of  stone  and  1,700  loads  of 
gravel  were  used.  Where  there  are  two  drives 
on  this  parkway  only  one  was  worked,  viz.:  the 
easterly  drive  from  the  Parade  to  F'err)^  Street, 
and  the  westerly  drive  from  Delevan  Avenue  to 
Steele  Street.  Between  Steele  and  Main  Streets, 
a  permanent  Macadam  roadway  was  built  and  pro- 
vided with  stone  curbs  and  paved  gutters.  No 
work  was  done  on  the  section  west  of  Main  Street. 
Work  of  a  similar  character  was  also  done  on 
the  several  places  and  parkways  on  the  west  side 
of  the  city.  On  Chapin  Place  an  important  change 
was  made  in  the  original  design  of  the  square. 
This  place  has  for  years  been  in  an  unsightly  half- 
finished  condition,  owing  to  the  large  expense 
necessary  to  stone  or  gravel  the  great  extent  of 
roadway  which  the  original  design  required.  Mr. 
Olmstead  having  been  consulted  with  regard  to 
this  objection,  he  submitted  a  modified  design, 
whereby  the  area  of  pavement  was  reduced  nearly 
one-half,  adding  proportionately  to  the  area  to  be 
laid  down  in  turf.  He  thought  the  plan  so  changed 
would  provide  all  the  roadway  accommodation  nec- 
essary as  long  as  Chapin  Place  retained  a  suburban 
character;  but  he  submitted  it  as  a  temporary  ar- 
rangement only,  because,  in  his  opinion,  whenever 
in  the  future  the  neighborhood  shall  be  fully  built 
up,  the  original  design  will  be  more  befitting  the 
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important  position  of  this  place.  The  pavement 
area  it  provided  would  then  give  a  better  pro- 
portionate breadth  of  roadway,  and  also  be  nec- 
essary to  afford  ample  carriage  accommodation. 

The  design,  as  changed,  having  been  approved 
by  your  board,  work  on  the  place  was  at  once 
begun,  and  it  has  now  been  laid  out  accordingly. 
Material  for  forming  the  enlarged  borders  and  the 
central  plot  was  obtained  from  ridges  and  banks 
in  the  line  of  several  ungraded  public  streets  in  the 
vicinity.  About  3,000  cubic  yards  of  clay  and  loam 
were  used  for  this  purpose.  The  area  provided  for 
roadway  has  been  improved  by  covering  it  about 
one  foot  in  depth  with  sharp  gravel.  As  the  sewer 
which  passes  through  the  place  near  the  east  bound- 
ary had  become  choked  up  by  the  breaking  and 
caving  in  of  the  pipe,  it  was  all  taken  up  and  new 
vitrified  pipe,  fifteen  inches  in  diameter,  laid  in  its 
place. 

On  the  west  drive  of  Chapin  Parkway,  and  on 
the  east  drive  of  Bidwell  Parkway,  a  layer  of  stone 
has  been  placed  about  twenty  feet  wide  by  six 
inches  deep,  and  surfaced  with  about  three  inches 
of  gravel.  On  Bidwell  Place  and  Soldiers*  Place 
the  roads  surrounding  the  central  plots,  and  also 
the  main  drive  of  Lincoln  Parkway,  have  been 
stoned  and  graveled  in  a  similar  manner  to  a  width 
of  about  thirty  feet.  On  Lincoln  Parkway  the  sub- 
grade  of  the  road  being  about  six  inches  too  high, 
it  was  excavated  to  the  proper  depth  before  placing 
the  stone.     In  this  work  on  these  several  places 
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and  parkways  5,300  loads  of  stone  and  2,750  loads 
of  gravel  have  been  used.  All  of  the  stone  was 
obtained  from  the  Park  quarry.  The  total  length 
of  roadway  in  all  the  park  approaches  which  have 
been  treated  in  this  manner  is  more  than  five  miles, 
and  the  quantity  of  material  used  is  about  1 1,000 
loads  of  stone,  and  8,000  loads  of  gravel. 

On  Porter  Avenue  the  construction  of  the  per- 
manent Macadam  road,  to  the  full  width  of  fifty 
feet  throughout,  was  begun  in  July.  The  paving 
stones  and  underlying  sand  of  the  old  pavement 
were  removed  and  piled  up  for  future  use,  chiefly 
in  the  vacant  city  lot  between  the  Circle  and  the 
Pound.  The  south  sidewalk  border  was  widened 
ten  feet  with  material  mainly  obtained  by  grading 
F'ar^o  Avenue  from  Porter  Avenue  to  Connecticut 
►Street.  The  south  half  of  the  carriage  way  was 
constructed  in  the  same  manner  as  the  north  half 
had  been  built  in  1875.  It  has  stone  curbing  and 
flat  stone  gutters,  and  all  the  stone  used  in  the 
roadway  was  firmly  compacted  by  the  heavy  steam 
roller.  Stone  crosswalks  were  laid  at  the  inter- 
section of  all  the  cross  streets  from  7  th  to  13th 
Streets  inclusive.  The  portion  of  the  carriage 
way  built  four  years  ago  was  also  repaired,  by 
dressing  the  surface  with  crushed  stone  and  gravel 
and  rolling  it  compactly  so  as  to  correspond  in  all 
respects  to  the  new  work.  For  the  centre  plot  of 
the  Circle  at  the  head  of  this  avenue  a  large 
ornamental  gasalier  with  five  lamps  has  been  con- 
structed, and  will  be  set  up  as  soon  as  the  weather 
will  permit. 
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At  the  Parade,  work  on  the  new  Refectory  was 
begun  in  August,  and  the  main  building  was  en- 
closed before  winter  set  in.  During  the  past  year 
few  people  were  at  any  time  seen  in  this  Park- 
without  a  house  for  shelter,  refreshment,  or  other 
necessary  conveniences,  it  had  little  attraction  for 
the  public. 

On  the  Main  Park  all  the  structures  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  the  water  were  repainted  early  in  the  sea- 
son, and  all  exposed  parts  of  the  wood-work  were 
j^iven  two  coats  of  paint.  In  the  boat-house,  the 
spire-house,  and  the  boat-landing  shelter,  the 
salient  points  of  the  design  were  brought  out  by 
painting  in  several  different  colors  in  the  same 
manner  as  before. 

The  restaurant  in  the  boat-house  and  the  boat- 
ing service  were  under  the  management  of  Mr. 
James  S.  Nunan,  same  as  in  former  years.  The 
number  of  people  using  the  boats,  the  picnic  grove, 
and  the  boat-house  the  past  year  was  considerably 
larger  than  formerly.  The  facilities  for  using  the 
Park  have  been  much  improved  by  the  establish- 
ment during  the  season,  of  a  line  of  omnibuses 
running  from  the  business  centre  of  the  city 
through  Delaware  Street  to  the  Terrace,  opposite 
the  boat-house.  These  stages  began  running  out 
to  the  Park  about  the  middle  of  May,  and  contin- 
ued until  near  the  end  of  September.  The  service 
was  hourly,  from  lo  A.  M.  to  7  P.  M.,  and  oftener 
on  special  occasions.  Hourly  connections  with  the 
Main  Street  cars  at  Cold  Springs,  and  with  the 
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Niagara  Street  cars  at  Forest  Avenue,  were  tried 
for  several  weeks ;  but  the  business  was  so  light 
that  it  was  shown  there  was  no  public  demand  for 
conveyance  by  these  routes,  and  the  stages  were 
necessarily  withdrawn.  In  July  and  August  a 
series  of  concerts  were  given  at  the  boat-house 
by  the  Union  Cornet  Band,  the  money  for  which 
was  raised  by  private  subscriptions.  Most  of 
these  entertainments  were  very  largely  attended. 

The  only  new  improvements  made  the  past 
year  on  the  main  Park  were  the  construction  of  a 
Macadam  roadway  450  feet  long,  in  the  branch 
from  the  North  Meadow  drive  to  Amherst  Street, 
and  the  grading  of  the  lands  near  the  boundarj^ 
line  recently  established  between  the  Park  and 
Forest  Lawn  Cemetery  east  of  Delaware  Street, 
The  new  boundary  line,  which  is  2,231  feet  long,  is 
all  graded  ;  but  the  fence  is  not  yet  built.  Mean- 
time the  old  fence  on  the  former  line  remains. 

All  the  usual  maintenance  work  of  the  year  on 
all  the  lands  under  the  charge  of  your  Board  was 
duly  attended  to  in  its  proper  season.  The  winter 
of  1 87 7-' 78  having  been  very  mild,  the  ordinar)' 
work  incidental  to  the  opening  of  spring  was 
begun  in  the  latter  end  of  March,  nearly  a  month 
earlier  than  usual.  In  April  about  10,000  young 
trees  and  shrubs  were  set  out  in  the  several  parks. 
About  half  of  these  were  shrubs  that  had  been 
propagated  in  the  park  nursery,  and  the  other 
half  were  purchased  from  Rochester  nurseries. 
Mowing  of  the  grass  was  begun  on  the  23d  of 
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as  early  as  the  first  week  of  May. 

On  May  12  to  16  there  were  several  sharp 
frosts  on  successive  nights,  and  the  young  shoots 
of  many  kinds  of  trees  and  shrubs  were  killed 
back  to  the  old  wood.  About  100  different 
species  of  plants  were  more  or  less  injured,  but 
the  damage  done,  though  apparently  very  serious 
at  first,  was  in  nearly  all  cases  quite  temporary. 
Within  two  weeks  new  shoots  were  pushed  forth, 
and  by  the  end  of  May  the  foliage  was  generally 
as  full  and  as  fresh,  and,  notwithstanding  this 
severe  check,  as  early  as  in  ordinary  seasons. 

DuriniT  the  summer  and  autumn  the  rain-fall 
was  unusually  copious  and  evenly  distributed, 
and,  in  consequence,  the  growth  of  all  vegetation 
on  the  Parks  was  remarkably  healthy  and  vigor- 
ous. In  the  flowering  season  the  blossom  on  the 
young  shrubberies  was  unusually  profuse,  and 
added  much  to  the  beauty  and  attractions  of  the 
grounds.  As  in  autumn  there  were  no  early 
frosts,  the  woods  and  plantations  remained  in 
full  foliage  until  the  middle  of  October.  The 
autumn  rain-fall  being  unusually  copious,  the 
grass  was  nearly  as  green  in  November  as  in 
May. 

As  the  weather  of  the  past  year  was  so  excep- 
tionally favorable  to  all  vegetation  on  the  parks, 
the  following  data  of  the  temperature  and  rain- 
fall (melted  snow  included)  are  worth  recording 
here: 


.v» 


Rain-fall. 

187S. 

Mean  Tem- 
j>erature. 

Rainfall. 

4.22  in. 

July, . . 

•7517' 

5.18  !•). 

1.78  in. 

An^^,  . 

.  .  72.00^ 

2.42  i:. 

4.20  in. 

Sc'j>t.,  . 

..64.74' 

6.46  ii . 

4.46  in. 

Oct., .. 

••52.32'' 

5.92  in. 

3.82  in. 

Nov.,.. 

•.39-24^ 

3.76  in. 

3.77  in. 

Dec,  . 

..26.73° 

5.58  in. 

.0-0        Mean    lem- 
1 070. 

'  pcraiure. 

Jan., 27. 44*^ 

Fd).,...  .29.55^ 
March, .  .40.30' 
April,... 52. 37^ 

May,...  .55-73° 
June,  ,.  .65.42'' 


•  Mean  temperature  for  year,  50.08°;  total  rain- 
fall, 51.57  inches.  Mean  temperature  of  Buffalo 
for  20  years  preceding,  47.50°.  Average  annual 
rain-fall  for  same  period,  38  inches. 

From  these  data,  which  have  been  taken  from 
the  records  published  by  Mr.  Wm.  Ives,  tlie 
Librarian  of  the  Young  Men's  Library  Associa- 
tion, it  will  be  seen  that  the  mean  temperature  of 
the  first  three  months  of  the  year  was  32.43°,  or 
•  nearly  half  a  degree  above  the  freezing  point.  It 
may  also  be  stated  that  the  mean  temperature  of 
the  previous  December  was  36.89°,  and  that  the 
year  opened  with  no  snow  or  frost  in  the  ground. 
A  comparison  of  the  records  kept  by  the  Librarian 
for  the  past  twenty  years  showed  that  the  winter 
of  1877-78  was  the  mildest  on  record  during  that 
time.  A  similar  comparison  of  the  rain-fall  data 
showed  also  that  the  rain-fall  last  year  was  more 
abundant  and  more  evenly  distributed  during  the 
period  of  active  vegetation  than  in  any  year  of 
the  previous  twenty. 

Owing  to  these  copious  and   timely  rains,  the 
turf  on  all   the  lawn  and  meadow  sections  of  tlie 
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parks  has  been  much  improved,  and  the  green- 
sward generally  is  now  comparatively  thick  and 
uniform.  To  maintain  .a  trim  and  becoming  ap- 
pearance of  the  grounds,  frequent  cutting  of  the 
grass  is  necessary,  and  each  mowing  subtracts 
more  or  l6ss  from  the  permanent  fertility  of  the 
soil.  On  the  open  areas,  and  more  especially  on 
the  large  meadow,  much  of  the  annual  expense 
and  waste  of  mowing  might  be  avoided  by  pastur- 
ing. The  meadow  would  maintain  a  large  flock 
of  sheep,  which  would  by  their  presence  add 
much  to  the  interest  and  naturalness  of  this 
part  of  the  Park.  If  it  were  cropped  by  sheep, 
or  deer,  or  cattle,  the  fertility  of  the  meadow 
would  be  better  maintained,  instead  of  becom- 
ing gradually  impoverished,  as-  it  must  be  by 
mowing. 

Though  the  general  appearance  of  the  meadow 
would  not  perhaps  be  so  neat  and  smooth  if  under 
pasture  as  under  the  mowing  machine,  it  would 
be  more  in  harmony  with  the  natural  character  of 
the  grounds.  The  neat-looking,  smoothly-shaven 
surface,  so  appropriate  to  the  uses  of  a  door-yard 
grass-plot,  or  a  garden  lawn,  or  a  play-green,  is 
not  in  good  taste  or  fit  keeping  with  the  rural 
and  pastoral  character  of  all  the  scenery  and 
surroundings  of  the  Meadow  Park. 

The  average  number  of  men  employed  daily 
during  the  year,  exclusive  of  contract  work,  has 
been  in  each  month  as  follows : 
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Laborers. 

Jan., o 

Feb., o 

Mar. , 2 

April, 38 

May, 48 

June, 43 


Teamsters. 

I 

0 

July, . . . 

0 

Aug. ,  . . 

I 

Sept.,  .. 

5 

Oct.,.. . 

8 

Nov.,  . . 

9 

uec  * . ,  .  • 

Laborers. 
.180 
.108 
.  94 
.  112 
.  90 
.     24 


Teamsters. 
40 

31 
34 
53 
36 
10 


Average   number  daily,  during    the  year,  62 
laborers  and  19  teamsters. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WM.  McMillan, 

Superintendent. 

ABSTRACT  OF  RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 

Improvement  Fund. 


Receipts, 

Balance  in  Treasury  Dec.  31,  1877, 

From  insurance, 1 10,000. 00 

From  sale  of  old   iron   and  wood. 

Parade  House, 289.31 

For  pasturing  sheep, 45.00 

From    Buffalo    City   Cemetery,    for 

labor, 258.27 

For  rents,     402.19 

For  miscellaneous, 8.58 

From  Secretary  and  Treasury,    ...  03.12 


{1,001.16 


11,096.47 


Ji  2,097.63 

Add  insurance  deposited  in  Manu- 
facturers* and  Traders*  Bank,  .   .  139,975.12 

Over-payments    on     Pay-Rolls,     in 

hands  of  Secretary, 130.00     40,105.12 


$52,202.75 
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Expenditures. 

For  construction, f  13,820.82 

For  labor, 12,530.94 

For  teams, 12,419.50 

For  plans  and  designs, 375- 00 

For  printing  and  advertising,  ....  29.81 

For  miscellaneous, 807.50 

«39»983-57 
Add  amount  in  hands  of  Secretary 

and  Treasurer, 130.00     40,112.57 

Balance  unexpended,    ....  {12,089.18 
Maintenance  Fund. 

Receipts, 

Appropriated  by  Common  Council,  $20,000.00 

Expenditures, 

For  labor, $8,186.87 

For  teams, 2,795.73 

For  trees,  plants  and  seeds, 756.23 

For  gravel  and  stone  chips, i>454-5o 

For  painting  and  repairs  of  structures,  i ,  734.96 

For  tools,  implements  and  machinery,  1,190.31 

For  feed  for  animals, 243.90 

For  salaries, 3,000.00 

For  ofl&ce  expenses, 79-94 

For  printing  and  advertising,  .   .   .   .  53*85 

For  insurance, 286.00 

For  miscellaneous, 167.83      19,949.92 

Balance  to  General  Fund,  .  .  $50.08 


TENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF    THE 


PARK  COMMISSIONERS. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council: 

In  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  statute, 
the  Park  Commissioners  respectfully  submit  their 
annual  report  of  the  work  under  their  charge 
during  the  year  1879. 

On  the  first  of  January,  1879,  the  balance  to 
the  credit  of  the  improvement  fund  was  %\  2,089.18. 
The  receipts  during  the  year,  including  the  bal- 
ance in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
were  $2,223.69,  making  a  total  of  $14,312.87. 
The  expenditures  during  the  year  amounted  to 
$14,294.47,  leaving  a  balance  to  the  credit  of  the 
improvement  fund  in  the  City  Treasury,  Jan.  ist, 
1880,  of  $18.40. 

The  amount  appropriated  for  maintenance  by 
the  Common  Council  last  year  was  $20,000.    The 
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expenditures  were  5^19,990.47,  leaving  a  balance 
to  the  general  fund  of  $9.53. 

A  detailed  statement  of  all  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures is  hereby  submitted. 

For  the  details  of  the  work  accomplished  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  attention  is  invited  to  the  report 
of  the  Superintendent,  which  may  be  briefly  sum- 
marized as  follows:  The  completion  of  the 
Parade  House,  and  the  finishing,  as  far  as  the 
funds  on  hand  would  permit,  of  the  roadway  of 
Fillmore  Avenue,  from  Seneca  to  Genesee  Street, 
and  Bidwell  and  Chapin  Places,  together  with  the 
usual  maintenance  work  and  repairs. 

No  appropriation  has  been  made  by  the 
Common  Council  for  the  improvement  and  em- 
bellishment of  the  Parks  since  the  year  1876. 
Considerable  work  of  this  character  has,  however, 
been  accomplished  since  that  time  from  the  funds 
received  from  the  insurance  on  the  Parade  House 
and  the  revenues  derived  from  the  Parks,  aggre- 
gating the  sum  of  over  fifty-four  thousand  dollars, 
expended  for  improvements  during  the  last  three 
years.  It  will  be  observed,  by  reference  to  the 
financial  statement  herein  presented,  that  the  bal- 
ance to  the  credit  of  the  improvement  fund  is 
now  only  eighteen  dollars  and  forty  cents. 

Your  attention  is  respectfully  invited  to  that 
portion  of  the  subjoined  report  of  the  Superin- 
tendent in  which  he  refers  to  the  want  of  a  build- 
ing for  the  accommodation  of  those  who  resort  to 
the  grove  bordering  on  the  lake,  and  known  as 
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the  picnic  grounds.  He  also  adverts  to  the  pro- 
priety of  securing  a- portion  of  the  land  south  of 
the  Park,  and  thereby  increasing  the  area  of  these 
attractive  grounds. 

The  propriety  of  securing  a  part  of  this  land 
for  park  purposes  has  occupied  the  attention  of 
the  Park  Commissioners  for  several  years,  and 
each  succeeding  year  adds  still  greater  force  to 
the  conviction  that  longer  delay  in  the  matter 
seems  almost  criminal  negligence  on  the  part  of 
those  who  control  the  public  grounds  of  the  city. 
In  view  of  the  contracted  space  to  which  the  pub- 
lic are  now  confined  in  this  portion  of  the  Park, 
and  the  large  number  of  our  people  who  resort 
to  it  for  pleasure  and  recreation,  especially  since 
the  extension  thereto  of  the  street  railroad,  steps 
should  at  once  be  taken  to  enlarge  its  boundaries 
while  the  opportunity  exists.  This  portion  of  our 
Park  is  most  picturesque  and  charming,  and  chal- 
lenges comparison  with  any  public  pleasure 
ground.  An  addition  not  exceeding  twenty  acres 
at  this  point  would  add  vastly  to  the  value  of  the 
Park.  We  earnestly  invite  your  Honorable  Body 
to  give  your  undivided  support  to  a  measure 
fraught  with  so  much  interest  to  the  general  park 
scheme,  and  one  which  cannot  fail  to  receive  the 
support  of  every  taxpayer  who  has  given  the 
subject  thoughtful  consideration. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  Palace  Hotel,  the 
Prospect  Hill  Parks  have  become  general  thor- 
oughfares.     These  parks  are  much  resorted  to 


41 

by  residents  on  the  west  side,  and  during  pleasant 
weather  are  thronged  with  children  in  the  after- 
noon and  evening.  Gas  lamps  should  be  set 
therein  and  other  conveniences  introduced  for 
public  use.  As  expenditures  for  such  purposes 
would  be  a  charge  upon  the  improvement  fund, 
means  should  be  provided  for  these  and  other 
needed  improvements. 

The  Parade  House  has  been  leased  for  five 
years  to  Mr.  Louis  A.  Buehl,  and  was  opened  by 
him  on  the  first  day  of  May  last.  Under  his 
management  the  house  has  gained  an  excellent 
reputation  for  good  order  and  a  scrupulous  re- 
gard for  the  proprieties  of  a  place  of  public 
resort.  The  building,  though  much  smaller  than 
the  former  house,  is  well  appointed  and  has  every 
convenience  for  the  accommodation  of  the  public. 
It  is  heated  by  steam  and  is  open  through  the 
winter. 

While  the  general  maintenance  work  has  been 
carried  on  successfully,  much  was,  perforce,  left 
undone,  in  order  to  bring  the  expenditures  within 
the  appropriation.  The  Board  will,  at  the  proper 
time,  bring  this  matter  to  your  attention  and  urge 
the  necessity  of  increasing  the  amount  over  that 
granted  last  year.  The  popular  interest  in  our 
beautiful  parks  increases  each  year,  and  they  ex- 
cite the  admiration  of  visitors  from  abroad.  The 
sweet  face  of  cultivated  Nature  smiles  alike  upon 
all,  and  even  the  most  degraded  gaze  on  it  with 
pleasure.      Let  not  then  any  unwise  economy 
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strangle  its  growth,  or  in  any  degree  contribute  to 
mar  its  beauty. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SHERMAN  S.  JEWETT, 

President, 

ALEXANDER  BRUSH, 
EDWARD  BENNETT, 
PATRICK  SMITH, 
JOSEPH  L.  FAIRCHILD, 
MICHAEL  MESMER, 
ASHER  P.  NICHOLS. 
AUGUSTUS  FUCHS, 
GEORGE  URBAN, 
JAMES  R.  SMITH, 
HIRAM  EXSTEIN, 
F.  AUGUSTUS  GEORGER, 
GEORGE  W.  CLINTON, 
CYRUS  CLARKE, 
MICHAEL  NELLANY, 
ABRAHAM  ALTMAN. 

Buffalo,  Jan.  loth,  1880. 

superintendent's  report. 

To  tlu  Board  of  Park  Commissioners: 

Gentlemen, — I  present  a  report  of  the  work 
done  in  the  Parks  in  the  year  1879. 

The  main  work  of  the  year  has  been  simply  the 
maintenance  of  the  grounds  in  fair  condition.  The 
only  improvement  work  done  was  the  completion 
of  the  new  Refectory  at  the  Parade,  with  a  few 


43 

incidental  changes  in  the  plan  and  finish  of  the 
adjoining  grounds,  and  also  some  additions  to  the 
macadam  road-bed  and  surface-finish  of  the  Park- 
ways and  other  approaches. 

The  contract  work  on  the  Parade  House  was 
prosecuted  through  the  winter,  and  the  new  struc- 
ture was  opened  to  the  public  on  the  first  of  May. 
Though  rather  less  than  half  of  the  size  of  the  for- 
mer House,  the  accommodation  provided  has 
been  quite  sufficient  for  all  ordinary  demands.  At 
the  easterly  end  of  the  building  a  portion  of  the 
cellar  of  the  former  house — 132  feet  by  50  feet — 
not  included  under  the  present  house,  was  cov- 
ered by  simply  flooring  over  the  open  space,  and 
inclosing  with  a  low  railing  the  large  platform 
floor  thus  provided.  This  space  is  conveniently 
connected  with  the  main  floor  of  the  house,  and 
is  generally  used  as  a  pleasant  promenade.  On 
occasions  of  an  extra  large  attendance  it  is  fur- 
nished with  tables  and  chairs,  and  used  as  an  open 
air  restaurant;  thus  preventing  any  unpleasant 
crowding  of  the  main  saloon.  The  large  hall  in 
the  second  story — 70  feet  by  35  feet — is  used  in 
a  similar  manner  when  occasion  requires. 

Mr.  Louis  A.  Buehl,  the  lessee,  has  tastefully 
furnished  and  decorated  the  interior.  In  the  gen- 
eral management  of  the  house  he  has  maintained 
excellent  order,  has  furnished  prompt  and  court- 
eous service,  and  has,  I  believe,  given  entire 
satisfaction  to  the  public  using  the  house  or  the 
grounds. 
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The  darkness,  after  nightfall,  of  the  grove  and 
grounds  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  House 
being  found  objectionable,  your  Board  determined 
to  light  up  that  section  in  the  evenings  with  gas. 
Accordingly,  late  in  the  autumn,  about  3,000  feet 
of  gas  pipe  were  laid  down,  and  22  street  lamps 
were  distributed  through  the  grounds,  at  an  aver- 
age distance  apart  of  160  feet.  Only  five  of 
these,  on  the  line  of  the  front  approach,  are  used 
in  the  winter  evenings,  as  the  lighting  of  the 
grove  in  the  rear  is  not  necessary  except  in  the 
summer  season. 

On  Fillmore  Avenue,  from  Genesee  Street  to 
Broadway,  the  thick  layer  of  coarse  gravel  put 
on  in  the  autumn  of  1878  was  surfaced  in  the 
spring  with  a  coating  of  fine  gravel,  and  the 
whole  road-bed  was  then  well  compacted  by  the 
steam  roller.  Below  Broadway  the  easterly  side- 
walk border,  in  which  a  large  trunk  sewer  was 
built  the  previous  year,  was  all  worked  over 
afresh  to  the  proper  grade,  and  the  whole  of  it 
resurfaced  with  from  four  to  six  inches  of  rich 
loam.  Most  of  this  top-dressing  was  obtained 
from  a  deep  deposit  of  muck  found  in  the  bottom 
lands  of  Little  Buffalo  Creek,  near  its  intersec- 
tion by  Fillmore  Avenue.  Between  William  and 
Seneca  Streets  both  sidewalk  borders  were  thus 
graded  and  soiled,  seeded  to  grass,  and  planted 
with  shade  trees.  All  the  young  trees  were 
boxed  to  protect  them  from  damage  by  the 
cattle  and  goats  which  are  continually  roaming 
at  large  in  the  neighborhood. 
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On  the  Front,  on  the  Prospect  Hill  Parks,  on 
Porter  Avenue,  and  on  Richmond  Avenue,  no  work 
was  done  last  year,  except  what  was  necessary  to 
the  keeping  of  the  grounds  in  fair  order. 

On  Bidwell  Place  about  1,400  cubic  yards  of 
clay  filling  have  been  dumped  in  front  of  the  side- 
walk borders,  in  order  to  change  the  relative 
proportions  of  grass-plot  and  road-bed,  so  as  to 
conform  in  general  design  with  the  changes  of  a 
similar  character  made  in  the  previous  year  on 
Chapin  Place.  To  complete  this  work,  about 
1,000  yards  additional  will  yet  be  required,  about 
half  of  which  ought  to  be  surface  loam.  All  of 
the  filling  obtained  last  season  was  delivered  with- 
out cost,  being  surplus  material  from  the  excava- 
tion of  the  new  macadam  road  on  Richmond 
Avenue  (formerly  Rogers  Street)  north  of  Bid- 
well  Place. 

On  Chapin  Place  the  borders  and  central  plot 
which  had  been  formed  the  previous  year  were 
dressed  with  surface  loam,  seeded  to  grass,  and 
planted  with  trees.  The  place  has  also  been 
lighted  by  four  street  lamps  distributed  around 
the  margin  of  the  central  plot. 

The  stone  and  coarse  gravel  placed  in  the  au- 
tumn of  the  previous  year  on  Chapin  and  Bidwell 
Places  and  Parkways,  on  Soldiers'  Place  and  on 
Lincoln  Parkway,  were  surfaced  in  the  spring 
with  a  layer  of  fine  gravel,  and  well  rolled  by  the 
steam  roller.  An  additional  width  of  twenty  feet 
was  also  constructed  on  Lincoln  Parkway,  thus 
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providing  on  it  a  substantial  macadam  roadway, 
but  without  curb  or  gutter  stones,  the  full  width 
of  50  feet. 

The  Park-drive,  from  the  foot  of  Lincoln  Park- 
way to  the  stone  arch,  and  thence  by  the  south 
side  of  the  meadow  to  Ledgewood  Concourse, 
was  repaired  with  a  layer  of  about  three  inches 
of  finely-broken  road  metal  and  two  inches  of 
gravel.  Humboldt  Parkway  was  likewise  dressed 
throughout  with  a  surface  coating  of  fine  gravel 
well  rolled.  In  these  various  repairs  on  the  road- 
ways of  the  approaches,  and  on  the  Park  drives, 
about  1,200  loads  of  macadam  stone,  and  4,300 
loads  of  gravel  were  used. 

With  the  exception  of  Richmond  Avenue,  all  of 
the  approaches  have  been  maintained  in  good  con- 
dition for  driving  on  at  all  seasons.  On  this  avenue, 
however,  there  is  no  gravel  nor  other  hard  ma- 
terial, and,  in  consequence,  the  roadway  is  ver\' 
soft  and  rough  in  wet  weather,  and  almost  im- 
passable when  frost  is  thawing  out  of  the  ground. 
In  June,  1874,  when  "The  Circle"  was  graded, 
the  roadway  was  dressed  for  half  its  width  wMth 
a  four-inch  layer  of  loamy  gravel,  excavated  from 
the  site  of  **The  Circle."  No  repairs  of  any 
consequence  have  since  been  made  on  it,  and  the 
gravel  has  long  ago  been  worked  down  into  the 
clay  bottom  by  the  heavy  traffic  which  constandy 
seeks  this  route.  A  pleasant  surface  for  light 
vehicles  cannot  now  be  maintained  at  all  seasons, 
except  by  building  a  substantial  macadam  road- 
way. 
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At  the  main  Park  no  new  work  has  been  done 
during  the  year,  except  the  repairing  of  the  drive 
mentioned  above ;  and  the  ordinary  maintenance 
work  has  been  of  the  same  general  character  as 
in  former  years.  During  the  sleighing  season 
horsemen  were  granted  the  freedom  of  exercising 
or  racing  their  horses  on  the  lake  ice,  and  the 
privilege  was  quite  freely  used  every  suitable 
day.  The  usual  course  was  from  the  boat-house 
to  the  South  Bay  and  back,  a  distance  of  nearly 
a  mile. 

On  July  27th  the  Street  Railroad  Company 
opened  their  branch  road  from  Cold  Spring  to 
the  Park,  and  it  was  at  once  quite  largely  used  by 
the  public.  In  August  about  ten  thousand  pas- 
sengers were  carried  by  it  each  way.  In  Septem- 
ber the  line  was  closed  for  the  season  by  an 
injunction  obtained  by  the  Cemetery  Trustees, 
owing  to  some  dispute  about  the  right  of  way  on 
a  portion  of  Delaware  Avenue  in  front  of  the 
Cemetery. 

By  this  route  the  tracks  leave  Forest  Avenue 
about  two  hundred  feet  east  of  Lincoln  Parkway. 
and  pass  through  private  lands  to  the  Park  line 
near  the  foot  of  the  Parkway.  Passengers  are 
thus  landed  at  the  edge  of  the  picnic  grounds, 
and  within  6ve  hundred  feet  of  the  boat-house. 
The  experience  of  the  few  weeks  the  line  was 
open  showed  that  it  was  of  great  benefit  to  the 
jjeneral  public.  On  several  days  it  carried  each 
way  nearly  one  thousand  people,  the  cars  being 


run  at  intervals  of  only  ■jj4  minutes.  Next  sea- 
son, with  the  line  in  good  running  order,  and  the 
general  public  fully  aware  of  its  existence  and 
advantages,  it  will  no  doubt  be  very  largely  used 
throughout  the  summer  and  autumn  months. 

On  pleasant  days  the  picnic  grove  was  fully 
occupied,  and  during  the  short  time  the  street 
cars  were  running  out  to  it  it  was  on  several  oc- 
casions over-crowded  in  some  parts.  At  such 
times  the  want  is  much  felt  of  some  suitable  small 
structure  for  shelter  in  case  of  sudden  rain,  for 
safe  storing  of  cloaks,  baskets  and  picnic  supplies, 
and  for  convenient  access  to  drinking  water,  wash- 
room and  water-closet  accommodations.  With 
the  present  contracted  area  of  these  grounds  it  is 
difficult  to  locate  a  building  of  this  character, 
however  plain  and  unobtrusive  in  general  ap- 
pearance, that  would  not  be  unpleasantly  con- 
spicuous, and  in  some  respects  offensive  to  good 
taste,  whenever  the  grove  would  be  crowded. 
As  nearly  all  visitors  to  the  Park  by  street  cars, 
or  stages,  or  on  foot,  congregate  and  spend  their 
time  chiefly  on  the  south  bank  of  the  water,  the 
disadvantages  of  the  present  boundary  line,  and 
the  necessity  for  more  land  to  fully  accommodate 
the  public  at  this  point,  are  already  fully  apparent 
to  the  most  casual  observer.  Without  more  room 
and  more  inducement  for  dispersion  of  visitors, 
the  turf  in  the  small  grove  will  soon  be  trodden 
out,  and  thus  its  value  for  picnic  purposes  would 
be  destroyed. 
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The  spring-  and  summer  months  of  the  year 
were  unusually  dry,  less  than  seven  inches  of  rain 
having  fallen  from  March  to  the  middle  of  August,  * 
most  of  it  in  light  showers  insufficient  to  wet  the 
soil  to  any  depth.  Owing  to  this  prolonged 
drouth,  all  the  younger  trees  and  shrubs  required 
frequent  watering,  and  by  the  end  of  July  the 
turf  had  everywhere  a  dry  and  wilted  aspect.  In 
fact,  much  of  the  grass  was  killed  to  the  roots,  for 
the  autumn  rains  did  not  revive  it.  In  conse- 
quence of  this,  many  small  patches  of  the  more 
open  stretches  of  greensward,  especially  on  the 
thin  soil  of  much  of  the  Park  Meadow,  and  of  the ' 
Parade  Ground,  will  have  to  be  reseeded  next 
spring,  and  should  have  a  good  top-dressing  of 
manure.  Owing  to  general  exhaustion  of  fertility, 
as  well  as  to  drouths,  much  of  the  area  in  turf  is 
becoming  infested  with  weeds,  and  has  a  thin  and 
unthrifty  appearance.  For  several  years  the  ap- 
propriation for  manure  have  been  diverted  to 
other  purposes  deemed  of  more  immediate  im- 
portance. 

Owing  to  a  slight  leak  in  the  Park  dam.  and  the 
lackofanywater  supply  from  Scajaquada  Creek,  the 
level  of  Gala  Water  sank  in  July  and  August  from 
two  to  three  feet.  From  May  first  to  November 
first  there  was  no  running  water  in  the  creek  east 
of  the  Jefferson  Street  bridge,  and  the  small  run- 
nel in  the  channel  west  of  that  point  was  all  filthy 
sewage  matter,  more  noxious  than  useful.  At  the 
close  of  the  boating  season,  the  water  was  drawn 
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off  to  the  level  of  the  harbor  below,  and  then  the 
leak  under  the  dam  was  easily  repaired. 

In  the  first  three  months  of  the  year,  and  again 
in  the  last  three  months,  only  three  men  were 
regularly  employed,  exclusive  of  contract  work. 
In  April,  May  and  June,  during  the  making  of 
the  improvements  and  repairs  of  the  roadways 
above  mentioned,  the  daily  force  averaged  60  la- 
borers and  20  teamsters.  In  July,  August  and 
September,  the  daily  average  was  i  5  men  and  3 
teams. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WM.  McMillan. 

ABSTRACT  OF  RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 
Improvement  Fund. 

Receipts. 

Balance  in  Treasury  Dec.  31,  1878,  {1,118.4* 

From  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  .  .  .  I130.00 

For  rents,     1,134.31 

For  lumber,     i57-75 

For  hay 187.03 

For  ducks  and  eggs, 84.40 

For  paving  stone,      15-00 

For  premiums  on    fowls  at    poultry 

show, 15-00 

For  use  of  sprinkler, 5-00 

Balance  in  bank  transferred  to  city 

treasury, 33219 

$1,069.69 
Less  amount  in  hands  of  Secretary 
and  Treasurer, 4*-43       1.027. 26 

84.24S-6S 
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Add  balance  in  Manufacturers'  and 

Tradere'  Bank,  Dec.  31,  1878,  .   .       9,740.76 
Interest  on  deposits, 326.43      10,067.19 

Ji4,3"-87 
Diibuntminli. 

For  construction, $i3>78i-53 

For  manure, 6o-7S 

For  miscellaneous, 120.00 

13,961.28 

Add  amount  transferred  frotn  Bank 
bydraft, ii^-^9      14.294-47 

Balance  in  Treasury, (18.40 

Maintenance  Fund. 


Appropriated  by  Common  Council,  J20,ooo.oo 
ExptndilHres. 

For  labor,    ■ (71274.30 

For  teams, S'6'4-98 

For  salaries,     3,000.00 

Forgravel, 1,464.95 

For  tools,  implement-  and  repairs,   .  525.31 

For  insurance, 360.00 

For  trees,  plants  and  seeds, 843.31 

For  feed  for  animals, loz.io 

For  local  taxes 377'36 

For  printing,  advertising,  etc.,    .    .   .  20-15 

For  sewer  pipe, 64.05 

For  office  expenses, 31-63 

For  miscellaneous, 212.33      i9.99o-47 

Balance  to  General  Fund,  .  .  S9-53 


ELEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


PARK  COMMISSIONERS. 
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To  lite  Honorable  Common  Council  of  the  City  of 


The  Park  Commissioners  submit  to  your  Hon- 
orable Body  the  annual  report  required  by  law. 

On  the  first  of  January,  1880,  the  balance  in 
the  Treasury  to  the  credit  of  the  Improvement 
Fund  was  J18.40,  The  receipts  during  the  year. 
including  the  amount  in  the  hands  of  the  Secre- 
tary and  Treasurer,  were  $1,498.24,  making  a 
total  of  $1,516.64.  The  expenditures  during  the 
year  were  5219,40,  leaving  the  balance  on  hand 
$1,297.24. 

The  amount  appropriated  for  maintenance  in 
the  year  1880  was  $22,000.00.  Of  this  amouni. 
two  thousand  dollars  were  specially  appropriated 
for  the  construction  of  a  roof  over  the  platform  in 
rear  of  the  Parade  House.  The  expenditures 
were  $2 1 ,955.88,  leaving  a  balance  unexpended  of 
$44.12. 
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A  statement  in  detail  of  all  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures is  herewith  submitted. 

The  report  of  the  Superintendent,  to  which 
your  attention  is  invited,  will  furnish  all  the  infor- 
mation necessary  to  acquaint  you  with  the  pres- 
ent condition  of  the  Parks,  and  the  work  accom- 
plished during  the  past  year. 

The  growth  of  all  the  trees  and  shrubs  in  the 
Parks  has  now  so  far  advanced  as  to  indicate 
quite  clearly  the  general  purpose  and  ultimate 
character  of  the  plantations,  both  for  shade  and 
embeilishment.  But,  of  course,  many  years  must 
elapse  before  the  trees,  which  attain  a  large  size 
at  maturity,  can  assume  or  assert  their  proper 
share  or  relative  part  in  the  general  combination. 

As  the  advantages  of  the  park  become  more 
generally  known,  the  cheap  and  convenient  access 
to  it  now  afforded  by  the  street  railway  will  soon 
spread  among  the  community  at  large  a  better 
knowledge  of  the  various  means  for  pleasant  rec- 
reation which  the  Park  affords.  Its  shady  groves, 
flowering  shrubbery,  grassy  play  greens  and  foot- 
path rambles,  will  soon  become  as  popular  as  the 
pleasant  drives  and  boating  facilities  which  have 
hitherto  afforded  the  chief  enjoyment  of  visitors. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  in  the  near  future  the 
numbers  availing  themselves  of  the  Park,  as  a 
pleasure  resort  by  this  new  extension  of  the  street 
railway,  will  be  largely  increased.  It  only  needs 
to  be  better  known  to  be  fully  appreciated. 
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By  the  courtesy  of  the  commanding  officer  of 
Fort  Porter,  the  public  have  for  several  years 
been  as  freely  admitted  to  the  Fort  grounds  as  if 
they  ^ere  a  portion  of  the  adjoining  park.  Nearly 
all  who  visit  The  Front  also  drive  or  ramble 
through  the  Fort.  Thus  many  people  have  re- 
ceived the  impression  that  it  is  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Park  Commissioners,  and  frequent 
complaints  have  been  made  at  the  office  about 
the  condition  of  the  drive,  or  the  danger  of  acci- 
dent from  the  proximity  of  the  railroad  track 
along  the  base  of  the  bluff.  Since  the  comple- 
tion of  the  steam  railroad  track  across  the  lower 
part  of  the  city,  the  number  of  daily  trains  passing 
the  Fort  has  largely  increased,  and  there  is  great 
danger  of  accident  from  frightened  horses  on  the 
narrow  ledge  of  roadway  along  the  crest  of  the 
bank.  Two  serious  accidents  from  this  cause 
occurred  last  summer. 

The  roadway  is  so  narrow,  and  so  near  the 
edge  of  the  bluff,  that  the  danger  to  travel  at  this 
point  cannot  be  obviated  without  a  radical  change 
in  the  general  plan  of  the  grounds,  which  would 
probably  be  inconsistent  with  the  special  purpose 
of  the  Fort,  and  which  would  also  involve  con- 
siderable expense. 

A  plan  for  the  improvement  of  the  Fort  grounds, 
by  the  Board,  received  the  sanction  of  the  War 
Department  in  the  year  1872.  As  this  Fort  will, 
probably,  at  no  distant  day  be  abandoned  as  a 
military  post,  the  Park  Commissioners  could  easily 
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be  made  the  custodians  of  these  grounds.  The 
location  and  character  of  the  roadway  might  then 
be  changed,  and  some  of  the  buildings  converted 
to  the  use  of  the  public  at  comparatively  little  ex- 
pense. 

The  project  of  establishing  an  international 
park  at  Niagara  Falls,  and  reclaiming  the  con- 
tiguous banks  of  the  Niagara  River,  is  one  which 
deserves  more  attention  than  has  hitherto  been 
given  to  it  by  our  citizens. 

The  following  extract  from  the  report  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  State  Survey  indicates  the 
limits  of  the  land  on  the  American  side  proposed 
to  be  taken  for  this  purpose; 

"To  give  satisfactory  access  to  the  Falls  of  Ni- 
agara, and  preserve  their  value,  the  extent  of  land 
requisite  to  be  withdrawn  from  private  ownership 
is  fortunately  small.  The  area  which  Messrs, 
Gardener  and  Olmsted  find  necessary  to  betaken 
for  these  purposes,  includes,  besides  the  islands 
above  the  Falls,  a  strip  of  the  river  bank  on  the 
main  land,  commencing  at  the  head  of  the  rapids, 
and  running  along  the  shore  to  the  upper  suspen- 
sion bridge.  The  breadth  of  this  strip  is  mainly  de- 
termined by  the  crest  of  a  natural  terrace,  gener- 
ally about  a  hundred  feet  distant  from  the  water's 
edge,  but  so  much  wider  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  the  Falls  that  at  the  point  of  greatest  interest  a 
spacious  area  would  be  obtained  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  visitors,  and  incongruous  objects  would 
be  more  effectually  kept  out  of  sight. 
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"It  is  designed  that  the  buildings  now  standing 
upon  this  strip  of  land  shall  be  removed,  and  that 
the  immediate  bank  of  the  river  shall  be  formed  so 
as  to  have  a  natural  aspect,  with  such  slopes  and 
so  protected  by  rough,  loosely-piled  rock,  as  to  be 
guarded  against  surges  of  floating  ice  and  logs. 
Trees  and  bushes  are  proposed  to  be  planted  of 
such  kinds  and  in  such  dispositions  as  are  natural 
to  the  locality.  Carried  back  to  the  boundarj'on 
the  crest  of  the  terrace,  the  planting  would  obscure 
the  buildings  of  the  village,  and  secure  their  land- 
scape disconnection  with  the  river. 

"  Within  and  along  the  rear  of  the  narrow 
woodland,  a  road  and  walk  would  be  laid  out,  with 
branches  from  the  walk  to  inconspicuous  shaded 
seats,  commanding  views  of  the  rapids,  and  to  a 
more  extended  platform  overlooking  the  Falls  and 
chasm." 

The  Commissioners  take  occasion  also  to  re- 
mark: 

"It  cannot  be  doubted  that  another  generation 
will  hold  us  greatly  to  account  if  we  so  neglect  or 
so  badly  administer  our  trust  that  the  Falls  of  Ni- 
agara lose  their  beauty  and  their  human  interest. 
If  we  blame  the  men  of  a  former  day  for  not  set- 
ting apart,  when  it  was  the  property  of  the  State, 
and  might  easily  have  been  done,  the  Falls  of  Ni- 
agara, as  the  Yosemite  and  Yellowstone  have  in 
our  day  been  set  apart,  then  how  much  more  cul- 
pable shall  we  be,  who,  knowing  their  value  and 
perceiving  their  certain  destruction,  still  refuse  to 
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take  the  necessary  measures  for  their  preserva- 
tion ?  " 

It  is  not  intended  that  the  State  should  "  under- 
take to  provide  a  place  of  general  pleasuring  or 
any  merely  ornamental  grounds,  but  simply  to 
removeunnecessary  artificial  objects;  make  those 
necessary  as  little  conspicuous  as  possible,  and 
restore  natural  landscape  conditions  as  far  as 
practicable,  consistently  with  indispensable  provi- 
sions for  the  conveyance  of  visitors,  and  for'giving 
them  adequate  opportunities  for  observation." 

The  Dominion  of  Canada  has  taken  the  prelim- 
inary steps  to  secure  a  like  strip  on  the  Canadian 
side  in  furtherance  of  this  scheme.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  great  State  of  New- York  will  not  hesitate 
to  embrace  the  opportunity  now  presented,  to  be- 
come the  preserver  of  Niagara,  and  throw  it  open 
for  the  free  enjoyment  of  the  people  of  all  climes 
who  seek  and  enjoy  the  grand  and  sublime  in  Nature, 
The  proximity  of  our  city  to  the  Falls  ought  to 
enlist  our  liveliest  sympathies  in  support  of  the 
project  Should  it  be  carried  to  a  successful  issue, 
may  we  not  realize  at  no  distant  day  the  opening 
of  a  boulevard  connecting  our  park  system  with 
that  of  the  International  Park,  and  thus  bring  our 
city  within  a  two  hours'  drive  of  a  resort  attract- 
ing tourists  from  all  parts  of  the  civilized  world  ? 
The  increasing  interest  felt  by  our  people  in  the 
Park  system  calls  for  a  larger  appropriation  for 
maintenance  than  has  been  granted  by  your  Hon- 
orable Body  for  several  years  past.     There  are 


58 

many  parts  of  the  grounds  which  require  for  their 
proper  embellishment  a  higher  finish  or  more  gar- 
den-hke  decoration  than  the  funds  heretoforeat  the 
disposal  of  the  Board  would  justify. 

Your  attention  is  particularly  invited  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  Superintendent  in  relation  to  the 
present  condition  of  Richmond  Avenue,  formerlj- 
"  The  Avenue."  As  the  principal  west  side  ap- 
proach to  the  Park,  it  ought  to  be  improved  as  he 
suggests,  and  thus  make  the  Park  accessible  for 
vehicles  at  all  seasons  of  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SHERMAN  S.  JEWETT. 

Prtiidint, 

ALEXANDER  BRUSH, 
EDWARD  BENNETT, 
PATRICK  SMITH, 
CYRUS  CLARKE, 
GEORGE  W.  CLINTON, 
HIRAM  EXSTEIN, 
JAMES  R.  SMITH, 
GEORGE  URBAN, 
F.  AUGUSTUS  GEORGER. 
MICHAEL  MESMER, 
MICHAEL  NELLANY, 
JOHN  G.  LANGNER, 
ABRAHAM  ALTMAN, 
BRITAIN  HOLMES, 
THOMAS  F.  ROCHESTER. 
Buffalo,  Jan.  22d,  1881. 


SUPERINTENDENTS    REPORT. 

The  Park,  January  i,  1881. 
To  tlie  Board  of  Park  Commissioners: 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  a  report  on  the  condition 
of  the  Parks,  and  the  Park  approaches,  and  the 
work  done  on  them  during  the  year  1880. 

The  work  of  the  year  has  been  chiefly  confined 
to  what  was  necessary  to  the  proper  care  and 
keeping  of  the  grounds,  plantations  and  structures. 
The  year  has  been  a  favorable  one  for  the  general 
maintenance  of  the  Parks  in  good  condition.  The 
winter  of  i879-'8o  was  unusually  mild;  and  all 
the  less  hardy  shrubs,  and  the  grass  on  the  more 
exposed  knolls  showed  fine  health  and  vigor  in 
the  first  early  growth  of  spring.  During  the  sea- 
son of  vegetation  the  rain-fall,  though  light,  was 
timely  and  evenly  distributed  through  the  sum- 
mer months.  The  trees  and  shrubs  made  a  good 
season's  growth,  and  the  grass  maintained  a  fresh 
and  healthy  color  all  summer,  and  until  late  in 
autumn. 

In  April  about  3,000  young  trees  and  shrubs 
were  planted  in  various  parts  of  the  grounds. 
Many  of  these  were  fine,  thrifty  plants,  moved  di- 
rectly from  the  Park  Nursery,  where,  several 
years  ago,  they  had  been  planted  as  scions  or  seed- 
lings. Most  of  the  space  made  vacant  by  their 
removal  was  filled  up  again  with  young  plants. 

The  shrubberies  of  the  several  parks  now  con- 
tain  about    50,000    plants,   embracing  over    200 


different  species  and  varieties.  E^ch  of  these 
blooms  more  or  less  freely  in  its  proper  season,  so 
that  at  any  time  from  April  to  October  some  kinds 
may  be  found  in  full  flower.  But  the  general  mass 
and  variety  of  blossom  are  far  greatest  in  May  and 
June ;  in  which  months  all  the  shrubbery  groups 
are  very  conspicuous  and  attractive. 

In  the  early  summer  about  1,300  loads  of  gravel 
were  used  in  the  repair  of  the  roads.  Of  this,  about 
400  loads  were  put  on  Fillmore,  Richmond  and 
Porter  Avenues,  in  places  where  bad  ruts  were 
forming.  Eight  hundred  loads  were  used  in  the 
Park  on  the  north  and  east  meadow  drives,  where 
the  macadam  stone  had  become  more  or  less  ex- 
posed by  the  general  wear  of  the  surface.  The 
remainder  was  used  at  various  points  on  the  several 
parkways  and  places. 

In  June,  an  important  addition  was  made  to  the 
Parade  House,  by  enclosing  or  roofing  over  the 
open  platform  (132  ft.  X  50  ft.  in  area)  which  was 
laid  the  previous  year  on  the  old  basement  walls  in 
the  rear  of  the  house.  The  roof  of  this  pavilion  is 
nearly  flat.  It  is  covered  on  top  with  felt  paper, 
tar  and  gravel,  and  Is  ceiled  on  the  underside.  It 
is  supported  on  four  rows  of  columns,  and  the 
whole  structure  conforms  in  general  design  with 
the  verandas  and  pavilion  wings  on  the  other  end 
of  the  house.  Though  open  on  all  sides,  except 
where  it  adjoins  the  main  building,  it  affords  ample 
protection  from  sun  and  rain.  In  warm  weather 
it  is  cooler  than  the  interior  saloon,  and  at  such 


times  is  preferred  by  the  public,  as  the  place  in 
which  to  partake  of  refreshments.  When  not 
fully  used  for  this  purpose,  its  size  affords  ample 
scope  for  promenading.  The  extent  to  which 
it  was  occupied  through  the  Summer  months 
shows  that  its  advantages  are  fully  appreciated 
and  that  it  is  a  valuable  addition  to  the  Parade 
House, 

Under  the  excellent  management  of  Mr,  Buehl, 
the  lessee,  the  good  reputation  of  the  house  for 
prompt  and  courteous  service,  and  for  the  main- 
tenance of  good  order,  has  been  fully  sustained. 
In  consequence  it  was  last  season  more  largely, 
and  more  generally,  patronized  by  all  classes  than 
in  former  years.  On  all  pleasant  evenings  the 
adjoining  grove  was  well  lighted  by  the  gas-lamps, 
which  were  put  in  it  at  the  close  of  the  previous 
year.  Though  this  grove  was  often  frequented 
until  late  in  the  evening,  the  strictest  discipline 
and  decorum  were  easily  maintained. 

On  the  8th  of  May  the  running  of  the  street 
cars  was  resumed  on  the  new  extension  of  the 
Main  Street  road,  from  Cold  Spring  to  the  picnic 
grove.  This  service  was  continued  until  the  first 
week  of  October,  when  the  progress  of  the  work 
on  the  Bird  Avenue  sewer  made  it  necessary  to 
tear  up  a  portion  of  the  track.  During  the  five 
months  that  the  road  was  operated,  it  carried,  each 
way,  according  to  returns  kindly  furnished  me  by 
the  company,  over  31.000  persons. 

On   many  occasions   last   summer  the   picnic 
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re,  near  the  termination  of  the  railroad  track, 
uncomfortably  crowded.  The  constant  use 
lis  part  of  the  grounds  showed  serious  damage 
le  turf  in  many  places  before  the  season  closed, 
lo  person  at  all  acquainted  with  the  numbers 
y  frequenting  this  small  grove  in  mid-summer 
for  a  moment  doubt  that  the  grounds  are  too 
iined  in  extent,  and  the  accommodations  pro- 
:d  for  the  public  entirely  inadequate  to  their 
ts.  If  the  adjoining  grove  cannot  be  pur- 
icd,  as  was  suggested  in  last  year's  report,  at 
t  a  small  shelter- house,  with  waiting-room, 
h-room  and  cloak  and  water-closet  accom- 
lations,  ought  to  be  built  as  soon  as  possible. 
1  October,  when  the  number  of  vehicles  daily 
:he  Park  Drive  had  much  decreased,  the  floor 
he  bridge  near  the  boat-house  was  renewed. 
;  upper  planking  had  become  so  worn  and 
tyed,  that  every  rain  penetrated  to  the  under 
iks  and  the  frame  work  of  the  bridge.  The 
floor  is  of  oak  planks,  each  two  inches  thick 
six  inches  wide.  On  the  carriage  way  two 
rs  of  felt,  each  bedded  in  pitch,  were  laid  under- 
th  the  planks.  On  the  sidewalks,  the  planks 
e  beveled  on  the  edges,  and  the  seams  caulked 
pitched.  The  pine  planks  underneath  the 
r  were  also  taken  up  and  renewed  wherever 
:h  decay  had  begun. 

he  floor  of  the  Delaware  Street  bridge  over 
iaquada  Creek  is  also  so  much  worn  and  de- 
id,  that  in  the  spring  it  had  to  be  covered  with 
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On  Bidwell  Place  the  work  of  enlarging  the 
grass  borders  and  reducing  the  width  of  carriage 
way,  begun  the  previous  year,  was  completed. 
About  1,000  cubic  yards  of  filling  were  required, 
nearly  half  of  which  was  loam  for  the  surface  cov- 
ering. The  new  borders  were  well  manured  and 
seeded  to  grass.  The  north  angle  of  this  place 
was  about  two  feet  higher  than  the  grade  of  Rich- 
mond Avenue  at  its  junction  with  the  Place,  as 
recently  established  by  the  City  Engineer.  Tiiis 
section  was  accordingly  lowered  to  the  new  grade, 
and  the  roadway  stoned  and  graveled. 

The  roadway  of  Richmond  Avenue  from  Bidwell 
Place  to  Forest  Avenue,  near  the  entrance  to  the 
Asylum  grounds,  was  stoned  and  graveled  the 
previous  year  for  a  width  of  18  feet  in  the  centre, 
at  the  sole  expense  of  the  abutting  property-owners. 
That  end  of  this  avenue  is  now  in  good  condition 
for  travel  at  all  seasons,  but  the  part  of  it  under 
the  charge  of  your  Board,  6,300  feet  in  length,  from 
Bidwell  Place  to  North  Street  Circle,  is  only  a 
"dirt  road"  and  in  very  wet  weather  it  is  often 
nearly  impassable.  A  permanent  macadam  road- 
way is  much  needed,  as  there  is  a  large  amount 
of  traffic  on  this  avenue.  All  the  other  approaches 
of  the  Park  are  in  fair  condition  at  all  seasons; 
but  it  sometimes  happens  that  it  cannot  be  reached 
with  any  comfort,  owing  to  the  bad  condition  of 
this  important  link  in  the  system. 

The  newly-constructed  Bird  Avenue  sewer 
crosses    Soldiers'    and    Chapin    Places,    and    the 
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drainage  of  the  Park  approaches  sloping  in  that 
direction  is  now  discharged  into  it. 

Plank  sidewalks  are  much  needed  on  the  west- 
erly side  of  Richmond  Avenue,  from  Bidwell 
Place  to  Utica  Street,  and  on  Fillmore  Avenue, 
between  William  and  Seneca  Streets.  The  amount 
of  foot  travel  on  these  sections  has  worn  off  the 
grass,  and  in  wet  weather  the  pathways  are  very 
soft  and  slippery. 

At  the  Front  no  work  was  done  except  what 
was  necessary  to  the  usual  maintenance  of  the 
grounds.  Though  the  number  of  daily  visitors  to 
this  Park  is  much  larger  than  to  either  of  the 
other  two,  it  has  yet  no  building  of  any  kind, 
either  for  the  accommodation  of  visitors,  or  for 
the  storage  of  the  tools  and  implements  required 
in  the  work.  On  fine  days  in  mid-summer  about 
5,000  persons  enter  the  Front,  more  than  half  of 
whom  are  on  foot.  On  such  occasions  the  few 
benches  provided  do  not  accommodate  one-tenth 
of  those  who  may  wish  to  sit  down,  so,  of  necessity, 
most  of  them  squat  or  recline  on  the  grass,  chiefly 
along  the  crest  of  the  bluff  overlooking  the  lake 
and  the  river.  As  the  plantations  of  this  Park 
are  all  of  only  a  few  years'  growth,  there  is  no 
shade  in  any  part  of  the  grounds.  Some  house, 
with  at  least  the  simplest  accommodations  for 
resting  awhile  in  the  shade,  is  much  needed  by 
the  visitors  on  foot.  A  shed,  or  small  enclosure 
of  some  kind  for  the  sprinkling  wagon,  mowing 
machine,  and  other  implements,  is  also  needed, 

The   adjacent  Prospect  Place  Parks  are  also 


quented  in  mid-summer,  especially  by 
i  young  children.  Here  there  is  ample 
more  benches  are  necessary,  and  also  a 
it,  and  one  or  more  drinking  fountains, 
le  shade  in  these  small  open  squares  is 
hat  disorderly  characters  find  them  a 
resort.  To  prevent  this  practice,  and 
public  passing  through  the  Places  in  the 
ley  ought  to  be  well  lighted  with  gas 

:  was  no  severe  drought  the  past  season 
,1  appearance  of  the  grass  was  fresh  and 
>  the  eye  at  all  times.    Yet  the  condition 

in  the  larger  open  spaces  is  far  from 
f  on  closer  inspection.  Some  of  the 
i  have  been  top-dressed  with  stock-yard 
Two  hundred  loads  were  spread  on  the 
alf  of  the  drill  ground  of  the  Parade, 

hundred  loads  on  the  most  sterile  and 
lolls  of  the  Park.  But  large  areas  yet 
ch  in  need  of  manuring,  owing  to  the 
:rility  of  the  soil,  or  the  exhaustion  of  its 

frequent  mowing  each  season  for  sev- 
isive  years. 

It  mowing  gives  a  finer  and  thicker 
1  if  the  grass  Is  cut  as  often  only  as  it 
ong  enough  to  cure  for  hay.  A  good 
[rass,  however,  cannot  be  permanently 
[  by  mowing,  however  often,  without 
he  soil  more  water  than  is  supplied  by 
^e  summer  and  autumn  rain-falls  of 
y.     Small  private  lawns  may  be  main- 
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tained  in  a  fair  condition  for  an  indefinite  period 
by  a  liberal  supply  of  water  from  sprinklers  fed  by 
the  pressure  of  the  city  reservoir.  But  such  a 
method  on  several  hundred  acres  would  involve 
a  wasteful  expense,  both  for  labor  and  water. 

The  most  economic  method  of  maintaining  a 
short  and  thick  sward  in  all  the  open  greens  and 
meadows  of  the  Parks  is  to  pasture  them.  For 
this  purpose  sheep  are  admirably  adapted  ;  and, 
moreover,  their  presence  gives  a  natural  anima- 
tion to  the  scene,  and  an  additional  interest  to 
visitors.  If  properly  herded,  they  would  do  no 
material  damage  to  adjoining  shrubberies,  or  to 
the  young  trees  within  their  range.  Their  drop- 
pings would  largely  maintain  the  fertility  of  the 
soil.  The  natural  increase  of  the  flock,  together 
with  the  annual  clip  of  wool,  would,  under  any 
fair  management,  at  least  pay  all  expenses,  in- 
cluding their  keeping  through  the  winter  months. 

In  the  first  and  last  quarters  of  the  year  only 
three  men  were  regularly  employed.  During  the 
other  half,  on  an  average,  thirty-two  men  and 
eight  teams  were  employed  daily,  exclusive  of 
the  work  on  the  fence,  the  bridge  floor,  and  the 
addition  to  the  Parade  House,  which  was  done  by 
contract. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WM.  McMillan, 

Superintendent. 


ABSTRACT  OF  RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 
Improvement  Fund. 

Ratipit. 

Balance  in  Treasury,  Dec.  31,  1880,  (18.40 

Balance  in  hands  of  Secretary  and 

Treasurer, f4i-43 

Received  for  rents, i)373-3* 

Sales  of  ducks  and  eggs 47.11 

Sales  of  paving  stones, 7.50 

Miscellaneous  receipts, 17.88 

(1,498-24 
Less  amount  in  hands  of  Secretary 
and  Treasurer, 98.14      1,400.00 

Total, 11,418.40 

DisbuntonKls. 

For  construction, (3i9>40 

Balance  in  Treasury  Dec.  31,  1880,  (i.i99°<' 

Maintenance  Fund. 

Rtcriflt. 

Appropriated  by  Common  Council,  Jii.ooo.oc 

DisbuTsimmts 

For  teams, (4, 

For  labor,     %ft. 

For  salaries,     3, 

For  roof  at  Parade  House 2, 

For  gravel, 

For  fertilizers 

For  trees,  plants  and  shrubs,    .... 
For  keeping  and  care  of  animals,  .   . 

For  tools  and  implements, 

For  park  settees, 

For  insurance, 

For  local  taxes, 
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For  repairs  of  Structures, f  1,385. 84 

For  gas  and  lamps, 99-i5 

For  printing  and  advertising,  .  .   .    .  31-83 

For  office  expenses, 83.71 

For  miscellaneous, 113.88   j 

Balance, 


Areas  of  the  Parks  and  Public  Places. 

"Gala  Water," 46% 

"The  Meadow,"  including  part  of 

Deer  Paddock,      .  .     .     -  150 

"  Water  Park,"  all  west  of  Delaware 

Avenue, iii 

"Meadow  Park,"  all  east  of  Dela- 
ware Avenue, 234 

The  Park,  including  Agassiz  Place,  .  355 

The  Parade, 56 

The  Front,  including  "The  Bank,"  33 

Prospect  Place 7j4 

The  Circle 4H 

Bidwell  Place, s}4 

Chapin  Place j 

Soldiers'  Place 8}4       3' 

Parks  and  Places  in  charge  of  Park 

Commission, 4 

Niagara  Square, 5 

Lafayette  Square, J^ 

Day's  Park, I'X 

Johnson  Place  Park, 1 

Public  Places  in  charge  of  Common 

Council, 

Fort  Porter,  adjoining  The  Front,    . 

Total S 

Park  Approaches  in  charge  of  Park 

Commission, i 


THE  BUFFALO  PARK  SYSTEM. 


The  map  herewith  printed  is  mainly  copied,  on 
a  scale  two-thirds  smaller,  from  a  map  now  in  the 
Park  Commissioners'  office,  which  was  made  by 
Mr.  Fred.  Law  Olmsted  in  the  spring  of  1876. 
This  map  was  designed  to  exhibit  the  admirable 
features  of  the  general  plan  of  Buffalo,  the  rela- 
tive location  and  special  design  of  each  of  the 
three  new  Parks  and  of  the  Park  approaches,  their 
relation  to  the  older  trunk  thoroughfares,  and  the 
convenient  routes  of  inter-communication  which 
is  thus  afforded  to  the  several  Parks  from  the 
business  centre  of  the  city. 

After  having  been  exhibited  at  Philadelphia  in 
1876,  and  at  Paris  in  1878,  this  map  was  donated 
by  Mr.  Olmsted  to  the  City  of  Buffalo. 

The  following  short  history  of  the  Park  scheme 
taken  chiefly  from  an  explanatory  statement  in- 
scribed on  the  borders  of  the  map,  may  still  be 
of  interest  to  our  citizens. 

LATE  ADDITIONS  TO  THE  PLAN  OF  BUFFALO. 

The  Village  of  New  Amsterdam,  out  of  which 
has  grown  the  City  of  Buffalo,  was  laid  out  in  the 
fourth  year  of  this  century  under  a  commission 
given  by  its  thrifty  founders  to  a  discreet  expert 
— Joseph  Ellicott. 
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environs.  The  surface  of  the  land  immediately 
to  the  southward  was  either  actually  subject  to 
overflow  or  too  near  permanent  ground-water  to 
be  a  fit  site  for  dwellings  ;  while  elsewhere  a  cold, 
tenacious  soil  and  bleak  exposure  had  led  to  a 
prevalence  of  cheerless  landscape  conditions.  The 
only  impressive  feature  of  natural  scenery  which 
the  city  had  originally  enjoyed  in  the  view  over 
I^ke  Erie  and  the  Niagara  River  had,  in  the  pro- 
gress of  building,  come  to  be  shut  out  of  sight 
from  all  ground  on  which  its  people  had  common 
rights.  The  natural  water-courses  of  the  vicinity 
had  begun  to  be  polluted,  and  those  localities  which 
originally  possessed  the  greatest  sylvan  attractions 
had  in  several  instances  been  so  occupied,  as  not 
only  to  have  lost  their  charms,  but  to  have  become 
unhealthy  and  offensive.  It  came  about,  finally, 
that,  while  the  city  remained  notable  for  public 
and  private  wealth,  its  poverty  of  rural  recreation 
was  deplorable.  In  no  other  town  of  equal  popu- 
lation was  so  little  pleasure  to  be  had  in  a  ride  or 
walk  to  the  outskirts. 

A  few  years  later,  direct  railroad  communica- 
tion with  the  coal  and  oil  regions  of  Pennsylvania 
promised  a  further  development  of  the  manufac- 
tures and  commerce  of  the  city,  and  a  prolonged 
continuance  of  its  growth  in  population.  There 
was  every  prospect  that  the  demand  for  habitations 
thus  occurring  would  be  met  in  two  ways,  both 
equally  undesirable  :  first,  by  the  introduction  of 
tenement-houses,  and  a  more  compact  method  of 


73 

building  on  the  streets  of  the  existing  plan ;  second, 
by  a  series  of  outlying  settlements  of  small  lots  on 
narrow  streets,  laid  out  independently  of  one  an- 
other, and  of  the  city  proper,  as  the  supposed  im- 
mediate interests  of  various  land  speculators  or 
manufacturers  might  dictate,  and  with  little  or  no 
regard  to  the  health  and  convenience  of  the  public. 

Within  a  recent  period  several  serious  mistakes 
of  this  character  were  made,  and  the  tendency  to 
crowd  the  dwellings  more  closely  together  on 
smaller  lots  was  becoming  quite  evident.  The  evils 
resulting  from  dense  settlement  on  narrow  and 
awkwardly  located  streets  were  thus  threatening 
the  community  in  spite  of  the  example  and  sug- 
gestions of  the  original  plan. 

The  defects  and  dangers  of  the  city  which  have 
thus  been  indicated  were  in  some  degree  realized 
by  a  small  body  of  citizens,  who  first  met  together 
to  discuss  the  subject  in  1868.  An  agitation  was 
begun  by  them,  which  led,  in  1870,  to  a  number  of 
undertakings  designed  to  support  its  original  plan 
by  a  series  of  new  features.  These  it  was  hoped 
would  add  much  directly  to  the  essential  wealth 
and  comfort  of  a  residence  in  the  city,  and  in- 
direcdy,  by  their  influence  on  private  and  other 
public  enterprises,  would  tend  to  counteract  the 
dangers  apprehended.  This  hope  was  fully  justi- 
fied, by  the  fact  that  within  a  few  years  after- 
wards several  important  streets  in  the,  as  yet, 
sparsely  settled  sections  were  widened  from  66 
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feet  to  loo  feet  by  the  voluntary  action  of  the 
abutting  property  owners. 

The  map  shows  how  these  several  undertakings 
combine  in  one  general  design  for  improving  the 
plan  of  the  city.  The  grounds  embraced  in  these 
late  additions  to  the  plan,  and  now  under  the  con 
trol  of  the  Park  Commission,  are  colored  green. 
Other  public  grounds,  and  the  streets  which  mosl 
conveniently  combine  with  the  new  Park  ap 
proaches  to  form  a  general  system,  are  di 
tinguished  by  a  purple  tint. 

The  special  character  and  distinctive  features 
of  these  different  public  grounds  may  be  thus 
summarized : 

1st.  The  Front,  one  and  one-half  miles  north- 
erly from  the  City  Hall,  a  ground  in  which  the  use 
is  secured  forever  to  the  public  of  the  crestof  asteep 
bluff,  from  50  to  60  feet  above  the  level  of  Lake  Erie, 
which  commands  a  broad  prospect  over  the  lake, 
and  an  interesting  view  of  the  Niagara  River  and 
the  Canadian  Frontier.  In  the  summer  and  au- 
tumn months  it  is  fanned  by  a  cool  westerly  breeze, 
almost  constantly  blowing  from  the  lake,  which,  in 
warm  days,  is  grateful  and  refreshing  to  visitors 
and  healthful  to  invalids.  Its  area  is  about  50 
acres,  including  the  adjoining  military  post,  which 
is  also  open  to  the  public. 

2d.  The  Parade,  two  and  one-half  miles  east- 
erly from  the  City  Hall,  a  smooth  gently-sloping 
lawn  designed  for  military  drills,  parades,  attrac- 
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tive  out-door  sports,  and  popular  festivities.  At 
the  easterly  end,  a  small  natural  grove  and  a  com- 
modious refectory  afford  ample  opportunity  for 
shade,  rest  and  refreshment.     Area,  56  acres. 

3d.  Tlie  Park,  3j^  miles  north  of  the  City 
Hail,  a  ground  designed  to  be  resorted  to  solely 
for  quiet  rural  enjoyment.  The  more  notable 
features  are,  a  grand  sweep  of  undulating  turf, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  in  extent,  and  con- 
taining a  goodly  number  of  large  well-grown 
trees,  a  body  of  water  of  forty-six  acres,  an  open 
grove  suited  to  picnics,  and  closer  woods  offering 
wilder  and  more  secluded  rambles.  Area,  350 
acres. 

4th.  Eight  public  squares  or  places,  averaging 
five  acres  each. 

5th.  The  Park  approaches,  consisting  of  four 
Parkways,  each  200  feet  in  width,  and  aggre- 
gating 3  miles  in  length,  and  three  Ave- 
nues, 100  feet  wide  and  four  miles  in  length. 
By  these,  each  of  the  above-mentioned  grounds 
is  connected  with  all  of  the  others,  and  with  the 
principal  radial  avenues  of  the  original  plan. 

6th.  The  Parkside,  a  detached  suburb  adjoin- 
ing the  Park  on  the  north  and  on  the  east,  designed 
by  private  enterprise,  so  as  to  secure  to  it  a  per- 
manent sylvan  character  distinct  from  the  formal 
rectangular  streets  of  the  city  proper. 

7th.  The  State  Asylum  Grounds — 200  acres — 
and  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery — 230  acres — adjoin- 
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ing  the  Park,  respectively,  on  the  west  and  south. 
and  constituting  with  the  Park  and  "  Parkside,"  a 
district  nearly  three  square  miles  in  area,  exten- 
sively planted,  and  guarded  against  any  approach 
to  dense  building. 

it  will  be  seen  by  a  glance  at  the  map  that  bj' 
way  of  Delaware  Avenue,  one  of  the  old  radial 
broadways,  the  Park  is  approached  in  almost  a 
direct  line  from  the  centre  of  the  old  town.  This 
avenue  is  lined  throughout  its  entire  length  with 
villas  and  villa-gardens,  and  is  well  shaded  with 
trees.  Two  other  wide  avenues  of.  the  original 
radial  system — Sixth  Street  and  Broadway — need 
only  to  be  properly  planted  to  answer  in  like 
manner  as  commodious  and  fitting  approaches  to 
the  Front  and  p  the  Parade.  Each  of  the  Parks, 
it  may  be  noticed,  is  accessible,  by  street  railway, 
from  the  central  and  distant  portions  of  the  cit)-. 
and  steam  roads  also  pass  in  close  proximit)'  to 
each. 

The  area  of  all  the  land  now  held  for  public 
grounds,  including  the  Park  approaches,  is  600 
acres.  The  sum  paid  for  the  land  especially  ac- 
quired for  the  purpose  indicated,  was,  in  round 
numbers,  $375,000.  and  the  cost  of  construction  of 
Park  improvements  thereon,  up  to  1881,  was 
$875,000.  In  the  management  of  the  work  no 
private  speculative  interests  have  interfered,  and 
it  is  believed  to  have  been  conducted  with  a  de- 
gree of  economy  that  will  compare  favorably  with 
any  respectable  private  enterprise. 
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All  the  lands  acquired  have  been  worked  over 
and  graded  to  conform  to  the  requirements  of  the 
design  adopted  for  the  improvement  of  the 
grounds.  The  soil  has  been  loosened,  deep- 
ened and  enriched,  a  good  turf  has  been  estab- 
lished on  the  open  stretches  of  greensward,  and 
about  75,000  trees  and  shrubs,  embracing  400  dif- 
ferent varieties,  have  been  set  out  in  the  plantations. 
The  grounds  are  yet  deficient  in  mass  of  foliage 
and  depth  of  shade,  but  the  growth  of  all  the 
trees  and  shrubs  has  so  far  advanced  as  to  indi- 
cate quite  clearly  the  general  purpose  and  ultimate 
character  of  the  plantations. 

All  the  grounds  have  also  been  provided  with 
ample  surface  and  sub-drainage,  and  the  sewerage 
and  water-supply  systems  of  the  city  have  been 
extended  to  every  portion.  Sewerage  has  been 
diverted  from  the  stream  which  passes  through  the 
Park)  a  broad,  sedgy  swamp  on  its  margin  within 
the  Park  limits  has  been  excavated,  and  a  fine 
body  of  water  in  a  natural  basin  has  thus  been 
obtained.  In  addition  to  its  value  as  a  landscape 
feature,  this  ornamental  sheet  of  water  affords  a 
convenient  means  for  safe  indulgence  in  the  popu- 
lar pastime  of  sailing  or  rowing  in  the  boats  with 
which  it  is  provided. 

The  drives  shown  in  the  plan  of  each  Park 
have  been  constructed  with  a  permanent  macadam 
roadway,  and  the  more  important  walks  have 
a  stone  substructure  and  gravel  surface.  About 
five  miles  of  carriage  way,  and  the  same  length 
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of  foot  path  have  been  thus  completed.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  drives  within  the  Parks,  the  length 
of  roadway  provided  in  the  Parkways  and  Avenues 
and  the  minor  Places  in  charge  of  the  Park  Com- 
mission is  about  twelve  miles.  In  combination 
with  the  leading  avenues  of  the  .radial  system 
with  which  these  boulevards  connect,  the  line  of 
carriage  travel  to  any  of  the  Parks  from  any 
part  of  the  city,  is  unrivaled  for  directness  of 
route,  ease  of  travel  and  breadth  of  way. 

Whether  used  for  pleasure  travel,  or  for  general 
traffic,  the  fortunate  location  and  liberal  width  of 
the  trunk  thoroughfares  of  the  older  portion  of  the 
city,  most  happily  exemplify  the  wise  forethought 
of  Mr.  Ellicott,  The  Parkways  provide  equally 
liberal  accommodation  for  trayel  through  the 
newer  sections,  and  simply  supplement  the 
original  plan  in  fit  accordance  with  the  general 
design. 
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His  Honor  THE  MAYOR,  Exoffido. 
GEORGE  CLINTON,  CYRUS  CLARKE, 

F.  AUGUSTUS  GEORGER,   MICHAEL  NELLANY. 
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SHERMAN  S.  JEWE'lT. 


WILLIAM  F.   ROGERS. 


SupiriHtendcnt. 

WILLIAM  McMillan. 


STANDING   COMMITTEES. 


Executive  CimtmitUi. 


His  Honor  THE  MAYOR,  Ex^ficio. 
JOHN  G.  LANGNER,  JAMES  R.  SMITH, 

GEORGE  URBAN,  PAUL  GOEMBEL. 


Commillee  on  Grounds  and  Roads. 

EDWARD  BENNETT,  GEORGE  CLINTON, 

F.  AUGUSTUS  GEORGER,  THOS.  F.  ROCHESTER, 
BRONSON  C.  RUMSEY. 


Committte  on  Buildings. 

BRITAIN  HOLMES,  CYRUS  CLARKE, 

MICHAEL  NELLANY,  JOHN  F.  MOULTON, 

AUGUSTUS  FUCHS. 


Auditing  Committtt. 

MICHAEL  NELLANY,  JAMES  R.  SMITH, 

AUGUSTUS  FUCHS. 


PARK  COMMISSIONERS'  REPORT. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council  of  the 
City  of  BufTalo : 

The  Park  Commissioners  respectfully  submit 
to  your  honorable  body  their  twelfth  annual 
report. 

The  balance  in  the  city  treasury  to  the  credit 
of  the  Improvement  Fund  on  the  first  of  Janu- 
ary, 1881,  was  $1,199.  tlis  receipts  during  the 
past  year  were  $1,793.41,  making  a  total  of* 
$2,99241.  The  expenditures  were  $2,855.44, 
leaving  a  balance  on   hand  of  $136.97. 

The  amount  appropriated  for  maintenance  in 
the  year  1881  was  $30,500,  and  the  expenditures, 
$30424.77,  leaving  a  balance  of  $75.23. 

A  statement  in  detail  of  all  receipts  and 
expenditures  accompanies  this  report. 

The  Superintendent's  report,  hereto  annexed, 
will  furnish  you  full  information  in  regard  to  the 
present  condition  of  the  Parks  and  the  details 
of  the  work  done  during  the  year.  The  most 
important  improvements  that  have  been  made 


are  the  construction  of  the  shelter-house  in  the 
picnic  grounds  and  the  barn  at  the  Farmstead 

The  shelter-house  supplies  a  want  which  has 
long  been  felt  by  the  public  and  the  need  of 
which  has  been  urged  by  this  Board  in  previous 
reports.  We  must  stilly  regret  that  the  adjoin- 
ing grove  is  so  small  that  the  grass  is  being 
rapidly  destroyed  by  the  numbers  concentrated 
on  such  a  limited  space.  In  a  few  years  there 
will  be  little  greensward  left,  and  the  value  of 
the  grove  to  the  public  will  be  much  diminished. 
The  need  of  enlarging  it,  by  the  purchase  of  the 
adjoining  wood,  is  still  as  patent  to  us  as  ever. 

The  barn  at  the  Farmstead  has  been  built 
solely  with  the  moneys  received  from  rents  and 
minor  sales  of  property.  It  is  of  considerable  size 
and  harmonizes  in  general  style  of  construction 
'with  the  Farmstead  buildings  previously  erected. 
The  barn  will  give  storage  room  for  hay  and 
stable  room  for  a  good  flock  of  sheep,  which  we 
hope  to  keep  hereafter,  of  sufficient  number  to 
graze  the  large  meadow.  With  any  fair  man- 
agement it  is  believed  that  the  sheep  will  at  least 
pay  all  expenses  of  herding  and  feeding,  and 
they  may  be  a  source  of  some  revenue.  Besides 
this,  their  presence  on  the  broad  lawn  will  be 
an  additional  attraction  to  Park  visitors,  and  will 
give  a  natural  animation  to  the  quiet  pastoral 
character  of  this  portion  of  the  Park. 


At  the  Parade,  in  addition  to  the  usual  main- 
tenance work,  the  house  and  adjacent  buildings 
were  repainted  and  the  entire  drive  was  repaired 
by  a  heavy  dressing  of  fresh  gravel.  We  invite 
your  attention  to  the  need  for  better  roadways 
on  the  streets  bounding  the  Parade,  so  that  there 
maybe  less  damage  done  to  the  grounds  by 
miscellaneous  traffic  and  trespass. 

At  the  Front  no  new  work  has  been  done.  In 
our  last  annual  report,  in  alluding  to  the  privi- 
leges granted  to  the  public  by  the  commanding 
officer  of  Fort  Porter,  in  admitting  them  to  the 
free  use  of  the  grounds,  we  specially  mentioned 
the  unsafe  condition  of  the  narrow,  temporary 
roadway  along  the  top  of  the  steep  bluff,  which 
is  skirted  at  its  base  by  the  tracks  of  the  New 
York  Central  Railroad.  With  a  view  to  remedy 
this  evil,  in  part,  a  plan  is  under  consideration 
between  this  Board  and  the  military  authorities, 
whereby  it  is  hoped  a  much  better  and  safer  road- 
way can  be  formed  along  this  bluff  and  a  new 
entrance  be  opened  at  the  north  angle  of  the 
grounds. 

The  chief  obstacle  to  this  arrangement  has 
been  the  small  graveyard  of  the  post,  which  now 
occupies  this  angle.  With  the  view  to  the 
removal  of  the  bodies  now  buried  in  this  plot, 
this  Board  has  granted  permission  to  the  Col- 
onel in  command  to  reinter  these  bodies  in  a 


part  of  a  lot  in  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 
this  Board  bought  for  the  interment  of 
lains  exhumed  during  the  progress  of  the 
ements  made  on  "  The  Circle,"  at  the 
n  of  Porter  and  Richmond  avenues,  which 
;he  site  of  the  old  Black  Rock  Cemetery, 
this  arrangeniient  we  understand  it  is  the 
Dn  of  the  commandant  of  the  post  to  re- 
hither,  early  in  the  ensuing  spring,  all  the 
now  lying  in  the  burial-ground  of  the  fort, 
assent  of  the  government  to  the  opening 
new  gateway  and  drive  on  the  line  above 
ned  can  then  be  obtained  and  its  con- 
an  be  proceeded  with  under  the  provisions 
act  relating  to  Fort  Porter,  passed  May 
ipter  405,  of  the  Laws  of  1881,  if  your 
ble  body  grant  an  appropriation  sufficient 
i  purpose.  In  addition  to  this  improve- 
lefore  the  public  can  fully  avail  themselves 

advantage  of  this  route,  a  large  gully 
)e  filled  up  on  the  line  of  Sixth  street, 
ts  junction  with  Massachusetts  street 
eep  gully  lies  beyond  the  line  of  the  small 
Lt  the  foot  of  Massachusetts  street,  called 
Bank,"  which  is  under  the  control  of  this 
;  but  no  private  interests  intervene,  as  the 
ig  property  is  all  owned  by  the  city  for 
:  of  the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners. 

boulevards  connecting  the  Parks  with 
ther,  and  with  the  leading  avenues  of  the 


city,  are  becoming  important  routes  of  travel. 
In  the  vicinity  of  Porter  and  Richmond  avenues 
the  city  is  now  being  rapidly  built  up,  and  the 
adjacent  property  has  largely  increased  in  value 
within  a  year  or  two.  Porter  avenue  has  had  a 
permanent  macadam  roadway  for  several  years, 
but  Richmond  avenue  is  only  a  "  dirt  road,"  and 
in  consequence  its  condition  in  wet  weather  is 
most  deplorable.  It  should  be  permanently 
macadamized  at  an  early  day.  This  Board  has 
no  money  available  for  this  purpose,  and  it  can 
be  obtained  only  by  a  special  appropriation  by 
the  Common  Council,  or  by  additional  legislation 
authorizing  a  local  assessment  for  this  purpose 
on  the  abutting  property  owners,  or  in  part  by 
each  method. 

We  commend  to  your  honorable  body  a  careful 
consideration  of  the  best  means  to  be  adopted 
in  the  future  for  the  permanent  improvement  of 
all  the  Park  approaches.  It  is  not  in  accordance 
with  the  intent  of  the  Park  Act  that  the  cost 
of  such  improvements  should  be  defrayed  by  a 
general  tax  on  the  whole  city.  Though  nearly 
all  the  Park  improvements  heretofore  made  have 
been  paid  for  with  money  obtained  by  the  issue 
of  city  bonds,  yet  the  law  provides  that  "  one- 
half  of  all  the  sums  of  money  which  shall  be 
levied  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  principal 
and  interest  of  these  bonds,"  "  shall  be  assessed. 


)rtioned,  levied  and  collected  exclusively 
1  the  lands  lying  in  the  vicinity  of,  and  which 
directly  benefited  by  said  improvements." 
'hile  the  improvements  made  by  this  Board 
;  chiefly  confined  to  the  several  Parks,  it 
perhaps  difficult  to  decide  how  far  from  the 
ndary  lines  of  the  Parks  the  "  direct  benefits" 
such  improvements  extended.  But  when 
improvement  now  made,  or  hereafter  to  be 
le,  is  confined  exclusively  to  the  avenues  and 
:ways  in  the  charge  of  the  Park  Board,  we 
k  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  abutting 
Is  are  the  property  which  should  be  assessed 
3ne-half  the  cost  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
ins  of  the  Park  Act. 

s,  however,  there  is  no  authority  to  borrow 
ley  further  for  future  neces-^iary  improvements 
his  character  (and  we  think  it  would  not  be 
isable  to  do  so  if  there  were  authority  for  it), 
:ems  to  us  desirable  that  legislation  should 
>rocured,  whereby,  in  all  future  work  of  this 
I,  the  Common  Council  shall  be  authorized 
aise  by  general  tax  whatever  proportion  of 
whole  cost  such  a  law  may  direct  that  the 
shall  pay,  and  to  levy  the  balance  on  the 
lerty  fronting  on  said  improvements, 
uch  an  Act  should  also  define  clearly  the 
tive  authority  of  the  Park  Board  and  the 
imon  Council  over  the  location  and  con- 
ction  of  all  sewers  and  water  and  gas  pipes 


laid  or  to  be  laid  in  any  of  the  Park  approaches ; 
and  provide  that  the  construction  and  repair 
and  care  of  sidewalks  should  be  solely  at  the 
expense  of  the  abutting  property  owners,  and 
subject  to  the  order  and  supervision  of  the  Park 
Board. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Sherman  S.  Jewett,  President, 

Grover  Cleveland, 

Edwakd  Bennett, 

Cyrus  Clarke, 

Hiram  Exstein. 

F.  Augustus  Georger, 

Britain  Holmes, 

John  G.  Langner. 

Michael  Nellany, 

James  R.  Smith, 

Michael  Mesmer, 

George  Urban, 

Thomas  F.  Rochester, 

Abraham  Altman, 

George  Clinton, 

Bronson  C.  Rumsey. 

BufKALO,  January  i6,  i88z. 
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in  width  along  the  front  and  at  each  end.  It 
contains  separate  waiting-rooms,  toilet-rooms 
and  water-closets  for  each  sex,  a  store-room  for 
cloaks  and  lunch-baskets,  and  a  pantry  and 
counter  for  the  sale  of  light  refreshments.  A 
branch  water-pipe  was  laid  to  it  from  the  main 
in  Lincoln  parkway,  and  a  public  drinking  hy- 
drant has  been  placed  near  the  west  end  of  the 
building.  All  the  sewage  of  the  house  is  con- 
veyed to  the  main  sewer  in  Lincoln  parkway, 
which  discharges  into  the  creek  below  the  dam. 
This  structure,  from  its  proximity  to  the 
beech  grove  and  to  the  terminus  of  the  Park 
branch  of  the  street  railroad,  has  proved  a  great 
convenience  to  the  public,  and  supplies  a  want 
which  has  long  been  felt.  From  the  day  it  was 
opened  until  the  close  of  the  season  visitors 
gladly  availed  themselves  of  the  accommodations 
which  it  afforded. 

The  number  using  the  grove  last  season  was 
fully  as  large  as  in  former  years.  From  the 
middle  of  July  until  the  middle  of  September  a 
series  of  weekly  concerts  was  given  by  the  65th 
Regiment  Band.  On  such  occasions  there  was 
more  than  treble  the  average  number  of  visitors. 
The  horse-cars  did  not  resume  their  service 
on  the  Park  branch  of  the  Main  street  road 
until  the  middle  of  June,  because  the  portion  of 
the  track  torn  up  in  the  construction  of  the  Bird 
avenue  sewer  had  not  until  then  been  replaced. 


tut  they  were  run  later  than  in  former  years, 
laving  been  continued  regularly  through  Sep- 
ember,  and  on  Sundays  until  near  the  end  of 
)ctober. 

The  number  of  persons  using  the  boats  on 
he  lake  each  season  steadily  increases.  The 
essee  of  the  boat-house  had  fifty-five  boats  in 
ise  last  summer,  and  yet  on  several  occasions 
his  did  not  fully  meet  the  demand.  During  the 
ong  summer  drouth  the  water  supply  was  suffi- 
ient  to  provide  a  slight  but  steady  overflow  at 
he  waste-wier,  but  the  water  was  very  impure 
Lod  unwholesome.  The  drainage  of  a  large 
)ortion  of  the  Bird  avenue  sewer  district  was 
till  discharging  into  the  creek,  as  few  receivers 
lad  then  been  placed  on  the  line  of  the  sewer. 
\  steady  stream  of  sewage  was  discharged  near 
he  Jefferson  street  bridge,  and  near  the  same 
)lace  it  also  received  all  the  sewage  from  the 
-lospital  of  the  Sisters  of  Charity.  During  the 
ong  drouth  this  filthy  sewage  was  the  only  flow 
n  the  creek,  and  in  consequence  the  Park  lake 
vas  quite  greenish  in  color  and  an  offensive 
;cum  accumulated  in  sheltered  nooks  on  the 
ihore  line. 

In  the  spring  the  eastern  shore  of  the  lake, 
vhere  it  had  become  worn  down  by  the  constatit 
:hafing  of  the  water,  was  protected  by  a  good 
loating  of  stone  chips.  One  hundred  and  sev- 
;nty  loads  of  quarry  chips  were  used   for  th« 
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purpose.  In  the  autumn  that  portion  of  the 
Park  on  the  north  bank  of  the  lake  and  also 
that  part  of  the  south  bank  west  of  the  grove, 
were  top-dressed  with  about  600  loads  of  cow 
manure. 

A  picket  fence,  six  feet  high  and  2,258  feet 
long,  was  built  at  the  joint  expense  of  the  Park 
Commissioners  and  the  Trustees  of  Forest  Lawn 
Cemetery  on  the  new  boundary  line  between 
the  Park  and  Cemetery,  east  of  Delaware  avenue. 
By  this  change  of  boundary  a  mutual  exchange 
of  land  equal  to  about  one  acre  was  made  by 
each  party.  The  new  portion  thus  received 
from  the  cemetery  has  been  thoroughly  worked 
over,  graded,  manured  and  sown  with  grass  seed. 

In  autumn  a  barn  eighty  feet  long  and  fifty 
feet  wide  was  built  at  the  Farmstead.  It  is 
intended  to  provide  stable  room  for  cattle  and 
sheep,  and  storage  room  for  their  winter  prov- 
ender. The  large  meadow  can  hereafter  be 
pastured  instead  of  being  frequently  mown  each 
season  as  heretofore.  A  better  turf  and  more 
permanent  fertility  of  the  soil  can  thus  be 
secured,  while  a  large  flock  of  sheep  grazing  on 
the  broad  lawn  will  add  much  to  the  pastoral 
aspect,  and  natural,  rural  character  of  this  im- 
portant section  of  the  Park. 

In  June,  the  Parade  House  and  adjacent  sheds 
were  repainted,  with  the  exception  of  the  large 
veranda    in    the   rear  of  the   house,  which   was 
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built  the  previous  summer.  Most  of  the  interior 
of  the  house  was  at  the  same  time  repainted, 
varnished  or  kalsomined.  During  the  season 
the  house  was  used  by  the  public  to  about  the 
same  extent  as  in  former  years.  The  accommo- 
dation provided  in  the  house  and  adjacent 
grounds  is  on  a  very  liberal  scale,  but  on  occa- 
sional holidays  it  is  all  fully  occupied.  I  believe 
the  general  management  of  the  lessee  has  at  all 
times  given  entire  satisfaction. 

In  October  all  of  the  Parade-drive,  except  the 
broad  concourse  in  front  of  the  house,  was 
resurfaced  with  gravel  to  an  average  depth  of 
three  inches.  The  Parade-drive  is  subject  to 
much  general  traffic  which  passes  over  it  con- 
trary to  the  Park  ordinances,  and  hence  in  a 
great  measure  the  necessity  for  the  recent  ex- 
tensive repair.  There  is  little  or  no  police 
supervision  to  check  trespasses  of  this  nature, 
and  as  the  adjoining  parallel  streets  are  often  in 
very  bad  condition,  the  temptation  to  turn  on 
to  the  Parade-drive  is  very  great. 

The  carriageway  of  Fillmore  avenue  is  not  in 
good  condition,  especially  south  of  William 
street,  where  it  is  subject  to  much  heavy  traffic. 
The  present  temporary  roadway  of  stone  chips 
and  gravel  is  only  about  25  feet  wide,  by  less 
than  a  foot  in  depth.  Bad  ruts  are  being  formed 
in  some  places,  and  during  the  recent  wet 
weather  it  has  been  all  quite  muddy.     A  mac- 
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adam  pavement,  even  if  of  full  width  and  depth. 
is  not  suitable  to  the  character  of  the  traffic 
which  passes  over  this  avenue. 

In  June,  about  4,500  lineal  feet  of  plank  side- 
walk, four  feet  wide,  was  laid  between  William 
and  Seneca  streets.  Along  the  whole  length  of 
this  avenue  the  grass  margins  of  each  sidewalk 
are  in  an  unsightly  condition.  It  seems  to  be 
impossible,  under  present  conditions  in  this  quar- 
ter of  the  city,  to  produce  or  maintain  a  good 
turf  on  the  sidewalk  borders.  Cattle,  horses, 
goats  or  pigs  are  continually  roaming  at  large 
on  some  portion  of  the  avenue,  and  in  addition 
large  droves  of  animals  from  the  stock-yards  are 
almost  daily  driven  through  it  Moreover,  the 
sidewalk  margins  are  frequently  used  as  if  they 
were  the  roadway,  whenever  it  suits  the  whim 
or  convenience  of  the  drivers  of  vehicles  to  do 
so.  On  that  portion  between  Genesee  and  Best 
streets,  at  the  chief  entrance  to  the  Parade,  every 
blade  of  grass  once  growing  on  the  sidewalk 
margins  has  been  trodden  out  by  the  pupils  of 
Public  School  No.  24.  There  are  two  school 
buildings,  one  on  each  side  of  the  street.  Neither 
has  any  inclosed  yard,  and  in  consequence  the 
park  approach  between  the  schools  is  the  daily 
playground  for  nearly  400  children. 

On  this  avenue,  too,  the  damage  continually 
occurring  to  the  young  shade-trees  is  of  a  more 
serious  character  than  anything  that  can  happen 
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to  the  turf.  Each  year  since  they  were  planted, 
from  ten  to  twenty  trees  have  been  entirely 
destroyed  by  one  casualty  or  another.  The 
bark  is  gnawed  off  by  horses  in  vehicles  being 
hitched  to  them,  and  by  stray  horses  or  goats 
running  at  large.  Mischievous  boys  strip  off 
the  inner  bark  of  the  elms  for  chewing  gum, 
break  off  the  branches,  or  even  wantonly  cut 
down  the  young  trees  to  the  ground.  And, 
worst  of  all,  I  regret  to  add,  that  I  have  seen 
very  little  evidence,  among  the  residents  or 
property  owners  on  the  avenue,  of  any  public 
spirit,  private  taste,  or  personal  regard  for  these 
improvements,  sufficient  to  afford  me  any  aid  in 
preventing  the  continuance  of  such  careless 
mishaps  and  wanton  destruction. 

On  Richmond  avenue  the  grass  margins  are 
likewise  subject  to  considerable  damage  by  simi- 
lar trespasses,  and  the  shade-trees  to  damage  by 
cattle  and  horses.  The  roadway  of  this  avenue 
has  no  stone  or  gravel,  and  in  wet  weather  it  at 
once  becomes  quite  soft  and  muddy.  During 
the  last  three  months  it. has  not  for  a  single  day 
been  in  a  fit  condition  for  pleasure  travel,  and 
for  half  that  time  it  has  been  nearly  impassable 
for  traffic  of  any  kind.  Practically  there  has 
been  no  access  to  the  Park  by  this  route  for  the 
last  two  months ;  and,  as  portions  of  Delaware 
avenue  were  in  a  condition  but  little  better,  the 
Park  has  virtually  been  inaccessible  from  this 
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portion  of  the  city.  A  permanent  pavement  on 
Richmond  avenue  is  urgently  needed.  North  of 
Utica  street  about  4,500  feet  of  plank  sidewalk, 
four  feet  wide,  was  laid  in  midsummer. 

On  the  several  parkways  and  minor  places 
little  work  was  done  beyond  what  was  necessary 
to  the  ordinary  maintenance  of  the  grounds  and 
roads.  On  Humboldt  parkway  the  intersections 
of  Steele  street  and  of  Delevan  avenue  were 
thoroughly  repaired  to  withstand  the  heavy 
travel  of  stone  wagons  crossing  from  the  adja- 
cent quarries.  Portions  of  Humboldt  parkway 
where  the  soil  is  thin  were  top-dressed  with  375 
loads  of  good  loam. 

The  macadam  roadway  of  Porter  avenue  re- 
mains in  good  order  notwithstanding  it  has  to 
bear  a  large  amount  of  heavy  traffic,  especially 
from  the  stone-yards  and  asphalt  works  on  the 
canal  bank,  and  sand  from  the  lake  beach  near 
the  lower  end  of  this  avenue.  Some  portions  of 
it  received  a  light  gravel  dressing,  but  it  has  had 
no  general  repair  during  the  year. 

At  the  Front  the  work  done  has  been  simply 
the  usual  maintenance  of  the  grounds.  The 
drive  from  Sixth  street  to  the  Terrace  was  re- 
surfaced with  about  two  and  one-half  inches  of 
gravel.  Within  the  grounds  of  Fort  Porter  the 
carriageway  along  the  top  of  the  bluff  is  still 
in  the  same  unsafe  condition  as  stated  in  last 
year's  report. 
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In  the  two  Prospect  Place  parks  about  2.500 
lineal  feet  of*gas-pipe  were  laid  in  October  and 
eleven  gas-lamps  were  placed  in  each  park. 
These  are  now  lighted  nightly  and  at  a  great 
convenience  to  the  public  passing  through  these 
grounds  in  the  evenings.  The  gas  mains  in 
each  park,  in  all  about  i, coo- feet  in  length,  were 
laid  at  the  expense  of  the  Buffalo  Gas  Light 
Company,  and  of  course  remain  their  property. 
The  total  length  of  the  several  branch  service 
pipes  to  the  lamps  is  1,538  feet.  One  or  two 
drinking  hydrants  and  a  water-closet  are  needed 
in  these  parks. 

In  the  first  three  months  of  the  year,  and 
again  in  December,  only  three  men  were  regu- 
larly employed,  exclusive  of  contract  work.  The 
daily  average  of  the  force  during  the  rest  of 
the  year  was  in  April  23,  in  May  57,  June  58, 
July  40,  August  25,  September  20,  October  :o. 
November  8. 

The  year  just  closed  has  been  a  trying  one 
for  vegetation  of  any  kind,  and  especially  severe 
on  such  kinds  of  trees  and  shrubs  as  are  natives 
of  a  milder  and  moister  climate.  A  comparison 
of  the  records  of  the  rainfall  and  mean  temper- 
ature of  the  year  with  authentic  records  of  the 
last  twenty-three  years,  shows  that  last  winter 
was  the  coldest,  the  first  nine  months  of  the 
year  were  the  driest,  and  the  summer  the  hottest 
during  the  above-mentioned  period.     The  mean 
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temperature  of  the  winter  of  1880-81,  from 
November  to  April  inclusive,  was  only  28  de- 
grees. The  unusual  severity  of  the  winter 
caused  more  or  less  damage  to  several  species 
of  trees  and  shrubs,  and  some  were  killed.  In 
most  cases,  however,  the  damage  was  confined 
to  the  young  wood  of  the  previous  year's  growth, 
which  in  consequence  had  to  be  cut  out.  The 
flower  buds  of  several  kinds  having  thus  been 
destroyed  the  general  mass  of  blossom  in  the 
shrubberies  in  May  and  June  was  considerably 
diminished. 

The  weather  during  the  whole  season  of 
active  vegetation  was  very  unfavorable  to  the 
healthy  growth  of  the  younger  trees  and  shrubs. 
The  rainfall  of  the  year  until  the  end  of  Sep- 
tember was  under  1 7  inches,  being  10  inches  less 
than  the  average  for  23  years.  In  July,  August 
and  September  it  was  only  3j^  inches,  about 
one-third  the  average  for  these  months.  In 
September,  when  the  soil  had  become  com- 
pletely parched,  the  mean  temperature  was  ten 
degrees  above  the  average  for  that  month.  To 
prevent  serious  damage  to  the  younger  plants 
during  this  protracted  drouth  they  were  re- 
peatedly and  heavily  watered,  but  still  there  was 
more  or  less  premature  shedding  of  the  foliage 
where  the  soil  is  thin.  During  the  same  period 
the  turf  everj'where  became  quite  dry  and  wilted 
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in  aspect,  and  the  grass  was  killed  outright  in 
many  places. 

Since  the  beginning  of  October,  however,  the 
rainfall  has  been  abundant,  and  the  last  two 
months  of  the  year  have  been  unusually  wet 
and  warm.  Up  to  the  last  day  of  the  year  there 
had  been  very  little  snow  or  frost.  The  grass 
is  still  quite  fresh  and  green,  the  shrubbery 
generally  is  in  fair  condition,  and  the  foliage  of 
several  kinds  of  sub-evergreen  shrubs  is  nearly 
as  green  and  abundant  as  in  midsummer. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  McMillan, 

Superintendent. 


FINANCIAL  STA  TEMENT,  /SS/. 


Abstract  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures. 
Improvement  Fund. 

Balance  in  treasury,  Dec.  31,  1880,  $1, 199.0c 

Balance  in  hands  of  Secretary  and 

Treasurer, $98.24 

Received    for    rents    and  sundry 

sales, 1,695.17 

4IJ93-4I 
Less  amount  in  hands  of  Secretary 

and  Treasurer, 93-41 


Disbursements. 
¥ot  construction  of  bam,    .     .     .  $1,855.44 

Balance  in  treasury,  Dec.  31, 1881,  $43-56 
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Maintenance  Fund. 

Rtceipts, 

Appropriated  by  Common  Council,  $30,500.00 

Disbursements, 

For  labor, $8,392.82 

For  teams, 5,279.10 

For  salaries, 3,000.00 

For  tools  and  implements,    .     .     .  1,484.14 

For  repairs, 1,371.97           ^ 

For  sidewalks,  boundary  fences,  etc.  2,731.84           l 

For  manure  and  fertilizers,  .     .     .  747-i2 

For  trees,  plants  and  seeds,  .     .     .  471*5^ 

For  gravel, 504.80 

For  local  taxes, 803,61 

For  supply  of  water, 500.00 

For  shelter-house  in  picnic  grove,  3i3 13-29 

For  lamp-posts,  lamps,  gas,  etc.     .  749-5^ 

For  keeping  and  care  of  animals,  333-77 

For  insurance, 255.00 

For  printing,  advertising  and  sta- 
tionery,    3 '4.30 

For  office  expenses, 38.37 

For  miscellaneous, 233.50 

$30,424.77 

Balance  to  General  Fund,      .     .  $75.23 


Areas  of  the  Parks  and  Public  Places.  J 

i 


Acres.    Acres.    Acres.    Acres. 
46^ 


1,. 


"  Gala  Water/ 

"  The  Meadow,"  including  part  of 
Deer  Paddock, ^5° 

-  Water  Park,"  all  west  of  Delaware 

121 
Avenue,        • 

•  Meadow  Park,"  all  east  of  Dela- 

234 
ware  Avenue,  ±_ 

r     ^     -.  including  Agassiz  Place,  355 

56 
.de,    • '  .     ^ 

Ihe  Front,  including " 'Phe  Bank,"  33  , 

Prospect  Place, '^  < 

The  Circle, '^^  [' 

Hidwell  Place, 5>i  V 

Chapin  Place,        • 81.^1  F 

Soldiers'  Place,    ...•••  _  ^_J1  I 

Parks  and  places  in  charge  of  Park  J 

Commission, ^ 

Niagara  Square, 5^^                                                                          f 

Lafayette  Square, ^^                                                                      ^ 

Day's  Park, ^  ^  J 

lohnson-s  Place  Park, _l_  '^ 


Public  places  in  charge  of  Common  ^                                                ■    | 

Council, t 

Fort  Porter,  adjoining  The  Front,  j     /                                                     [ 

500  '•  J 

Total, \ 

rk  approaches  in  charge  of  Park 

Jommission, 


r 
120  '  J 


I 


\  i 


,«IIVAro«)lie:ge  library' 
'v3  6if  r  OF 

WARREN  H,  MflNNIHQ 


Lft*v  <; 


THIRTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF    THX 

PARK  COMMIS8IONEB 


■■■  fOrlytlme  doIUn  and  Ottj-tlx  oaOa.  The 
ncclpta  durtnc  (iu  jc*'' *Bro  tmutr-ttve  hundred 
ud  fortr-thrae  dollua  kod  DlBct;-oiie  cents,  mak- 
taKk  total  of  ttJK.47.  The  BzpsndltiuH  ww* 
|n7.M,  lesitns  a  balance  OB  hand  of  tl.TTO.OB. 

a|>propTlaled  for  maintenance  In  the 
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^vr,an 


|I7,1M.ge,  UaTtns  a  balance  I 


Qeneral  Fund  ot 


The  Superlntsodent'i  rapart.  bereto  annexed,  (ur- 
lisho*  full  Inf omuUlon  la  ncard  to  ttae  pneent  oon- 
Ulion  of  the  p«ria  and  the  approacha.  and  the  de- 
«U*  of  tbe  work  done  durinc  (he  past  jear.    The 


Hade  are  a  new  footpath  alonx  the  eaMertr  bolder 
jf  Ibe  Park  lake,  and  the  connrucUon  on  the  Front 
It  a  oomblned  leat  and  reataurant  nhlch  we  hare 
umed  "Tbe  Lake  View  Bouee." 
Tlwerectiaa  o€  (bis  bouae  baa  prOTided   oon- 


broad  proapect  of  I^he  Erie 
ind  alao  an  lntcnatln(  Tiew  of  (he  KlsKara  rlTer  and 
Iw  Canadian  traotler.  Tbe  land  embraoed  In  tha 
rroDtwaaaeciired  for  a  pubUo  parte  aolel;  that  our 


hk  liiiiaiaaliii  feature  of  natural  aoeDerT.  Tbii  li 
uw  tha  imljr  lootUltr  In  the  Cl^  oommandlac  a 
'ull  Tlew  of  both  lake  and  rlTer  to  which  onr  people 
laTfl  cotnmoD  rl^hla,  or  posdble  aooeH  without 
iialiaailiU  lai  private  pi  upetlj. 
U  ia  nnfortuaale  that  when  tha  laod  of  the  Tront 
raa  takan  for  park  pDrpoaea  the   narrow   atrip  be- 


tween the  canal  and  tbe  lake  boich  waa  Dot  1 
quired.  At  that  time  It  was  entJreIr  vaoan 
perhapa  it  was  overlooked  Juat  because  It  aee 
be  so  uselsML  But  within  the  laa(  ^ear  or  tw 
proparly  has  been  occupied  for  bualneas  pu 
In  a  manner  which  alreadf  seriously  Interf  er 
ttae  public  (OlOTmeut  of  the  Front.  I^at  ai 
an  tmmenae  ke  house  waa  built  In  a  poaltloc 
t(  not  only  offenda  the  eye  bj  Ita  great  prom 
and  extreme  ugllneoa,  but  It  shoti  out  of  a 
larEO  portion  of  the  lake  from  everr  po&i(  o 
<Hi  (lie  Front.  Tbe  asphalt  works  which  bar 
rsoeotly  establlsbed  here  are  also  a  serious  i 
anoe  on  aoooont  of  tbe  lai^  Tiriume  of 
emitted  when  tber  are  in  operation.  Owlni 
preralence  of  westeriy  winds  this  offenslTe 
Is  generaJly  blown  dlrecttr  sctrMa  that  port 
the  bluif  within  tbe  Front  which  Is  most  freq 
by  tfaepubllo.  If  In  time  the  remainder  of  tl 
shore  In  this  rlclnltf  shall  be  occupied  for  i 
purpoaea,  then  the  ablet  Talue  ot  the  FTont  i 
entitelf  lost. 

It  anything  can  be  done  to  prerent  (Ida  It 
be  done  at  onoe  before  Tested  Interests  beco 
powerful,  in'theexpeose  of  mnoTlngsuch  at 
works  and  structures  become  too  grei 
this  small  aCrip  of  land  were  takei 
public  use  and  added  to  the  Front 
only  would  eiery  nuisance  of  tbia  Cham 
siMted.  and  all  obatructiona  to  the  Tiew 
moved,  but  the  abip  of  aandy  shore  which  w( 
oblabied  could  be  uUllaed  aa  a  public  batUng 
It  property  fumlahed  with  every  convenlei 
the  use  of  It  strictly  regulated.  It  would  be  ■ 
lar  tveoit  and  a  poaldve  benefit  to  the  com) 
at  large.  It  Is  evident  (ha(  the  public  will  e 
shut  off  from  all  acoeas  to  the  present  pabllt 
on  the  south  aide  ot  Buffalo  river,  and  tl 
of  tbkUtUe  atrip  wm  be  ot  bieat 
the  dly.  We  recommend  that  thl 
tton  be  carefully  oonaMored  by  your  hoi 
body  In  order  at  leaa(  that  the  Intereata  and 
ol  the  aUy  and  state  Ic  the  late  shore  at  thi 
may  be  clearly  ssoertalned.  Has  the  atal 
sold  any  part  of  the  shore  line  west  of  (he  F 
tracks  at  tbla  point,  or  If  It  has  do  the  owner 
any  riparian  rlgbta  In  the  land  under  watei 


ioe home  referred  to  ftands  mainly  on  madeUaid 

Bztending  beyond  the  former  shore  line. 
* 
Inour]ae(M«raAlrestoriw«8lited  that  ne^otiftr 

tioos  were  in  progress  between  this  Board  and  the 
United  States  Govenimeat  by  whid  it  was  hoped 
ttiat  a  better  and  much  safer  public  drive  througi^ 
the  groimds  of  Fort  Porter  oould  be  laid  out  and 
ooBStroeted.  As  the  proposed  route  pwnnil  through 
thergrwreyard  atthenortlft  aqgleof  Cbef6rt,per- 
miSB^  was  given  fo  Winter  the  bodieB  burled 
there  ina  lot  in  Forest  lAwn  Oemeteiy,  owned  by 
the  city.  It  was  afterwards  found  that  the  unoccu- 
pied portion  of  this  lot  was  toosmaDforthepor* 
pose,  and  besides  the  rode  in  eveiy  part  of  it  was 
within  a  foot  of  the  surface.  Another  lot  was 
therefore  bought  for  this  purpose,  but  before  all 
the  remains  had  been  removed  it  also  was  found  to 
be  too  small,  and  so  an  adjoining  lot  of  the  same 
stte  Was  purchaaed.  fha  location  isadjaoent  to  the 
^sotdierB^  fot,*^  owned  by  the  association  known  as 
tte  QnaA  Army  of  the  ftepufano,  and  the  total 
4rea  it  1,8KC  scyocre  feet. 

When  the  bodlsa  had  bes»  Mmoved  appUoatioft 
waa  owde  to  the  fleoratany  of  War  for  penaiBsien  ta 
ope»»ioaiJfwayafoi[«tfae  topoC  the bkiltv otttting 
eff  the  westerly  aa«le  ot  the  outer  wall  and  esa- 
bankmeat^eCfhaloffl.  No  aaawer  tothlaaomflitt- 
rtoatttmbiw  bastt  lesaived  and  oeaseqpiently  the 
ImproveBMnfr  esBten^lated  eould  net  be 
Further sotiaa  in  thia  HMttevhaa  p« 
deCsiTOd  untik  tha  ^piestton  be  fully  ssttlsdv  of 
whether  e»  net  this  milttaqr  pest  shall  be  entirely 
abaadoM^  This  niiCMfina  wo  UBderstaadhaafbr 
some  tfane  been  under  adviseaBeat  by  the  govern- 
ment, with  a  probability  that  the  fort  will  be  given 
<y  and  the  site  eveatiuJ^y  transferred  to  the  care  of 
the  city,  with  the  view  to  its  use  as  a  public  ground 
tooomeetlQa  with  the  FroBi.  If  a»  approprlatten 
for  the  entire  reooBStruotioB  of  the  present  dUapl- 
datad  banaoks  cannot  be  obtained  fre»  Qongresa 
then  we  believe  this  transfer  the  neact  bert  use  to 
wUoh  these  grounds  can  be  put. 

t^e  can  special  attention  to  the  superfntendenrs 
j^marhs  on  disorder!^  conduct  of  visitoreand  the 
damage  being  done  to  the  grounds,  structures  and 
plantations  by  miscellaneous  trespasses.   This  is  a 
growing  evil  whidi  under  present  conditions  it 
ieems  to  us  impossible  to  remedy.    It  may  be  asked, 
'«Why  don't  the  poHde  prevent  thisf*  Chielly  be- 
dauseih  most  cases  there  is  no  poUoe  officer  at 
&and  to  enforce  the  park  ordinances,  and  the  Faiic 
Act  prohibits  the  Board  from  conferring  full  poUoe 
Authority  on  any  watohman  or  guard  they  may  ap- 
point.   One  patrolman  on  each  of  the  three  tsTgef 
parte,  for  about  three  months  in  each  year,  is  all 
the  police  force  which  has  yet  been  provided  to  pre- 
fettt  such  petty  trespesses.     Much  of  the  mischief 
k  done  each  season  before  any  itian  is  detatfed  to 
the  parks,    fiytbal^  tlM^MnaMdr^M^ksihift 
AtesogroWn  Into  a  <metom  diat  It  would  Ih  hny 
tese    be     dflttcuR     to      break      it    i4».      Oti 
Che  Pftrlf,     for     instance,   one   fiiail,    fiowevef 


vigilant     and    t^Xbfal    he    may  be,  is  uttHff 
unable  to  stop  these  practloes. 

Moreever^th^  indhhig  redsltedbf  tfd^patroi- 
man  does  net  fpeolaiir  »  MiB  far  tbsdnttnoCi 
parickeeper.  Thefunctloaaof  eadiareof  scter- 
aoter  almost  entirely  different.  The  dutlsi  «f  t 
dty  poiioeman  are  solely  widi  the  crtaalBd  ele- 
ments or  instincts  of  the  conununity.  The  work  of 
apalkglutfdia^lbr^lliemoat  pa«i,  to  dusk,  «an, 
guide,  iaf(*m«inBtc^t  peepia  oi  #Dod  imestioii 
wboee  trespasses  are  generally  the  result  of  itoe 
thoughtlessness  or  ignorsiide.  Eflldent  work  of 
this  delicate  nature  cannot  be  expected  of  wmit- 
tailed  at  random  from  onllnaiy  street  dnty .  all 
remaining  in  the  employ  and  peyof  the  pofioedr' 
partment,  and  naturally  senstttve  when  reoelvkg  ^- 


In  the  government  of  all  the  lasvepsiiEsliAtf 
irities  the  Park  Boarili  have  theanthaitty  tocaiplvr 
theta- own  poUoe  force.  Men  can  thus  be  tdeited 
with  qwdal  reference  to  tiielr  qnalMioationB  lor  tia 
pecidtar  duties rMVBlredar  them.  Belngiathew' 
vIeesoleiyoC  theParicOommisBionaBd  sohlBatB 
teeontrol,th9feela  direct  re^ponsfbiUtv  hr  tte 
efficient  perfermanoe  of  their  duttos,  and  seqpbeu 
interest  and  pride  hi  their  vroik  whidi  ceasit  be 
eaqtected  from  men  oaaiinny  bonowed  tm  »- 
other  departoMBt*  During  the  port^  of  Ike  iiy 
when  constant  polioe  dn^  Is  not  neoeeBiytbtf 
eaii  be  employed  at  ordlnaft  pv*  ^*^m^  ^'"^ 
tito  time  of  th0  y^Barwhen  their  serrtoei  eieapi 
needed  they  of  oourae  wVMfld  not  be  euiiilciyed 

It  is  higUy important  that  the  paitstkooK  be 
k#pt  IkaeeadMoAcMiilableto  tt»eliyiMfii» 
tar    to  eB    tisltoA    off    ge«d    istfer  te 


use  of  the  grounds  or  stmetures  most  hi  wff 
offensive.  One  main  object  of  a  pert  k 
to  glte  the  pubttc  an  opportoBtty  to  «««» 
and  gimttfjr  a  r«flned  taste  tat  flw  besetftfa 
nature.  thwlhebeneAt  and  enjoyuent  cobeob 
tainedtb^eoseof  the  parts  by  the  aaMBoBJ 
Win  be  ih  direct  ratto  to  the  cohdiCkjg  hi  wkkH  Orr 
lire  kept,  And  the  extentto  whteii  good  oMer umb; 
visitors  is  everywhere  maintained,  tfthefeteerv 
dendeofge&BraltfoveuBneaB  andaefdMtkitteii^ 
pearanoe  of  the  grounds,  or  an  appareat  Mcaaf^g 
gtf«ntotlkedlBoMer^hehavlo#ot  vm^l^^^ 
tte  reputattonefthepMfcawA  npli^didto«» 
a  very  low  level,  an*  than  their  <Msf  velse  !»<« 
sitMsnawaibevlitMa^yloab  Apflrttfsts  lit  ha 
ef^utfioterand  repulatiSA  WiM»m  kn***f 
SMd  detheeeaet  off  tee  nsiwiiiil  iiMliBascff«iB^ 
tte  lese  faumred  i»  <Mt  off  mmmt^m'^* 
«y  psniensakdMimMeii  off  ftf^liBf^  HkiMt'* 
tepsMaitfiletti.   For  theea  i%«w*H»  «*'*'" 

ttitf  gimnida  1^  Oi^  piMia  *mm  staBaM^ 

HnonQr  ^eniurew. 

In  our  ^ amuial'jaD<M>9.i:afiltd  y9«itt«^ 
to  the  need  of  additional'  ledhihtioHbeffte  hT  "^ 
fher  necessary  improvements  shall  be  •"'**JJ 
€ittheronOftfp«rtaior  lAe  appio<«*t«  '*** 


HMii«a«<(IU«nvMMM,  >MI 


t  ^  »•  hfk    < 


•  pv  WMhX  *a  TMf^  lUwvMot  tt* 


d  a*  ■taM.ltk 


*  liMMn«rt»b«B«d*<w  Mr<f  « 


to  the  cdtr  ibMM  w 
•  vrepottloaat*  ■■n— t  of  tas  Cor  Ma- 
raud nalataliil^g  ttwe  parkmjB  ■•  Ihi 


war  or  ^>°a  "U^  vUcb  It  oommoU.  Ws  m  po 
rwwaB  vh;  thi*  nils  ihould  Dot  br  «at»bllabed  utf 
roll  power  glnutlili  Board  to  aofonn  It  Tori>ow 
tke  ««rklm  of  tteiwiiit  iril—  wa  mv  «»•  Om 


dOar  pM«M>  WMBVtMl.    Ito4B  Mi  toval*«4  w 
n»i  m  HM»i  tit  wm  tifim.  BtMh  w«f*  almM  k* 


>o  mv  emplor  auoh  watcbmao  or  pHk 


OMMofiMKtoc*  (a  ■■IbHId  dtavBlk*  ta  pcvgm 


Dourt.    4«lao«UbT»dawKlMrp«tt7a< 


be  njerrsd  to  the  proper  OammltUBi  and  U  uf 
dwwea  ■ball  nen  M  bedednWe.  we  but  tb«r  vffl 
be  iaij  miaaMtA  to  mUwaa  woMentiM.   w* 


A,iwiH(ua  FMlM,  Qui*w  U'taa. 

Blllala  BohMh  OaoVB  C1I«>M. 

Beuy  C.  Peraob, 
>■!■■■  a  aarflli. 


BUPBBINTBNDSHTS  BXPOBT. 

Pabk  Fabmbtbao,  Jan.  1, 18S8. 
To  the  Board  of  Paiic  OommlasionerB: 

I  jMipaetlully  wibmlt  the  aimual  report  on  the 
flonditloo  of  the  paries  and  the  apiuroachee,  and  the 
amwril  rr^*"tf*^~^  work  of  the  pest  year. 

Ob  the  Parte  mile  has  been  done  beyxNid  what  was 
neoessaiy  to  the  proper  caie  and  keeping  of  the 
groonds  and  roada.  The  shrubbeiy  plantations 
were  heavily  pruned  In  March  and  April,  over- 
grown porticos  were  thinned  out,  and  In  o«her 
places  slight  changes  and  additions  were  made. 
Thnrngfaont  the  season  the  tyrf  has  been  kept 
short,  except  on  the  meadow,  where  the  flrst  mow- 
ing was  postponed  until  the  grass  was  rank  enough 
to  cure  for  hay.  Theraln-fkJl  was  Ught  throu^- 
out  the  summer,  and  the  autumn  months  were  wry 
diy  and  dear.  Thus  the  oost  of  watering  young 
plants  and  of  sprinkling  the  roads  was  greater  than 
iMual.  The  Park  drive  was  surfaced  with  gravel 
in  various  places  where  it  had  become  too  much 
wore. 

In  April  a  permanent  footpath  10  feet  wide  and 
about  1,800  feet  long  was  built  along  the  eastern 
border  of  the  lake.  Heretofore  the  path  through 
this  section  had  no  stone  foundation,  and  as  it  was 
but  little  above  the  level  of  the  water,  and  the  sub- 
soil black  muck  many  feet  deep,  the  walk  could  not 
bear  up  heavy  loads.  In  hauling  stone  over  it  to 
protect  the  shore  line  of  the  lake  from  erosion  by 
the  water  it  was  much  cut  up,  and  the  construc- 
tion of  a  permanent  walk  through  this  low  ground 
made  necessary.  The  muck  was  removed 
to  a  depth  of  over  two  feet,  and  utilised 
In  planting  and  top-dressing  where  the  soil  is  thin. 
A  rough  pavement  of  large  stones  was  laid  In  the 
bottom  of  the  trench  and  the  rest  of  it  filled  up 
with  broken  stone  and  surfaced  with  gravel. 

On  the  western  boundary  of  the  Park  a  portion  of 
the  south  bank  of  the  water  below  the  dam,  which 
had  not  heretofore  been  graded,  was  worked  Into 
proper  shape,  surfaced  with  soil  and  well  manured. 
At  the  same  time  the  foot-path  designed  to  pass 
through  this  section  was  laid  out  and  a  portion  of 
it  stoned  and  greveled. 

The  outer  wall  of  the  boat-house  dock  and  the 
pier  of  the  principal  boat  landing  had  become  inse- 
cure, and  the  greater  part  of  each  wall  was  torn 
down  and  rebuilt.  On  the  boat  house  dock  the  f  or- 
mer  oak  coping  had  become  rotten,  and ,  was  re- 
placed by  a  coping  of  cut- stone  75  feet  long. 

The  adjacent  picnic  grove  was  much  frequented 
throughout  the  season,  and  the  shelter  house  built 
the  previous  year  has  proved  a  great  convenienoe 
to  the  public  using  the  grove.  Poppenbeig's  band 
gave  a  series  of  weeldy  concerts  from  July  to  Sep- 
tember inclusive,  end  on  concert  days  this  small 
grove  was  overcsrowded. 

On  Humboldt  parkway  and  on  the  Parade  no 
work  was  done  except  that  incidental  to  the  usual 
maintenance  of  the  grounds  and  roads.  On  Fill- 
more avenue,  from  Broadway  tv  Seneca  street,  the 


roadway  was  snrliMed  with  BOO  aohicjnailsafgood 
gmveL  OntheWestSide  parkways  wrtfaing  «» 
done  except  the  ordinary  maiBtenanoe  wofk. 

On  Blohmondavenne  the  Water  Boanl  has  laid  s 
10-Inch  mala  along  the  west  sidewBlk  trook  Jtn^ 
street  to  Forest  avenue  and  piaeed  hydnnis  at  faJt- 

able  iBtervate,  whksh  have  been  a  great  oonvenieBce 
In  the  sprinklingof  the  roadway.  TwogBsnaalns  hsfe 
also  been  laid  from  the  drde  to  Fort  etrast,  one 
oneadi  side  of  the  roadway  four  feet  fkem  tb» 
ouibUne.  In  spring  this  avenue  waa  for  a  time  al- 
most impassable  owing  to  the  softaess  of  the  raadr 
bed,  but  during  the  rest  of  the  year  the  weather  be 
Ingsodrytthas  been  easily  kept  in  fMr  eoadi- 
tlon. 

That  portion  oCPorter  avenue  between  Ttrgo 
avenue  and  Sixth  street  waa  repaired  In  mldeom- 
mer  with  a  good  dressing  (rf  gravel,  hot  before  the 
end  of  the  aeaaon  most  of  this  was  ground  up  and 
the  surface  again  made  rough  and  uneven.  This 
avenue  has  been  subject  throughout  the  year  toa 
very  large  amount  of  heavy  tnffic  For  nany 
weeks  it  was  BO  crowded  with  wagons  heavl^  kiad- 

ed  that  pleasure  travel  to  the  Front 
ably  obstructed.  Large  stone  yarda, 
asphalt  pavement  wofta  and  a  aeiieaitf  large  ioe 
houses  have  hitely  been  established  OB  thestrip  of 
land  at  the  foot  of  this  avenue  between  the  canal 
and  me  lake  beach.  AU  the  tnfflo  In  coanertwe 
with  these  woriD  passes  overaportton  of  this 
avenue  and  subjects  It  to  more  wear  and  tear  than 
amaoadam  road  Is  fitted  to  beer. 

Besides  this  general  tmfBc  tiierewasIsatyMraD 
extra  amount  of  heavy  teaming  on  this  avenue  oo 
account  of  the  extensive  house  bulkling  and  rtreit 
improvemente  going  on  In  the  Immediate  neigjbtKv- 
hood.  Four  streets  intersecting  Porter  avenue  were 
paved  during  the  summer.  Hearty  an  the  msterial 
excavated  and  all  the  sand,  paving  stones,  curb, 
gutter  and  crosswalk  stones  used  In  this  work  were 
hauled  over  the  parte  road.  All  the  ssad,oi2rb 
stone  and  asphalt  required  in  the  new  pavementi  <» 
Delaware  andlinwood  avenues  also  passed  over 
it. 

The  trafllc  in  connection  with  the  various 
works  recently  established  at  the  foot  of 
this  avenue  will  probably  Increase  anadi- 
ly  fktMn  year  to  year,  and  eventually  canee 
much  Inconvenience  to  the  park  travel  for  wfaicb 
the  roadway  was  specially  constructed.  On  park 
i^nvoachea  similarly  situated  relatively  to  the 
public  parks  of  Chicago,  Brooklyn  and  otfaer 
cities,  all  through  business  trafflc  has  been  bj  law 
prohibited. 

On  the  Front  a  restaurant  named  the  **Lake  View 
House"  has  been  buflt,  on  the  east  side  of  ibe 
broad  gravel  space  known  as  the  Terrace.  It  vss 
begun  in  May  and  opened  to  the  public  on  the  l%Ii 
of  September  by  Mr.  James  E.  Nunan,  the  lesMe. 
It  is  a  frame  buildfaig  two  stories  high  wtthastooe 
basement.  Both  stories  have  a  veranda  10  ftet 
wide  on  the  west  side  and  at  each  end,  wttb  pro- 
jections 10  feet  by  90  feet  on  the  oentrv  ef  both 


Mm.   Thvlaasthofllw  boiiM  li  M  tnt  mod  Ike 

Uow.    Tbepa^noniincMhatinTlalB  ths  0^ 
m  «<  ths  boon  wtth  the  MTvlUK  aad  UtIdk  rmhsi 


«  bk**  elKi  bw  imnldad.  Hw  toUl  ooet  la 
DBuij  Sta.ai».  Mr.  K,  L.  Babam  ta  Uw  aitfiUeet 
ud  Mr.  O.  A.  Jfoklni  Ibe  bnUder. 


canUoD  ot  (he  oallar  and  the  qnmirrlDK  mud  in- 
irj  of  the  Mcoe  fbr  Hm  b— emtcl  mUa,  whloli 
«e  done  b^  ttaa  puk  taibarm,  tbe  Mone  bebw 


■tu  clar  ■di.aoa  and  t 
p^  green  toward  (be  tenaoe,  a  Uraraash  draln- 
■«■  of  the  graoBd  in  the  TtdnitT  ot  the  borne  wai 
a  with  tbe  mrcnwe  ot  the  bnDd- 
atone  en  tbeeaatrideot 


le  tnad  iralk  ad- 


Watw  aad  gaa  maliu  were  alao 

aad  a  flze  bjdzmat,  borvn  tnwgfa 

oaa*enl«d(  poluta 


■tamag*  doBO  I7  n 

iMn.      Ilie   ahrabbtrlea    ■ 

thoiightlei  iieople  tnunpUiv  ibrDugta  them  c 

■aolonlr  bnahliv  ■>"  Ivandiea.  eepeoUtOj    vbe 

Itaedtmlia  ars  bi  bloom.    Tbe  gr>M  totrodde 


T  point  ol  Taatage  be  gained. 
Bim  along  the  maiglii  ot  the  pobllo  walka  broad 
iHatMi  track!  baTO  bem  lonisd  In  the  graae.  Thta 
park  haa  no  eodoalng  tenoe  except  on  the  aouth 

U  ur  point  and  aooor  almiBMly  acran  the  giounde 
la  erefj  dIreottoB.  Vldton.  In  general,  BeelnKthM, 
■Ksbaoanwe^naUrTegardlMeot  all  rate*  aeoea- 


lo  haa  an7  ragard  for  tbe 
■Mtefnl  eaibalUiOuMBt  ot  the  grounda.  Hudi  of 
thaptaaaan  to  thiH  lost  which  would  be  derlred  It 
Um  grouada  were  tatrefally  kept  and  orderly  be- 
liarkr  vwyiriwce  oitoroed-    Tbe  aame  result  of 


caDDatbeCTOwn  Inanr  of  the  parka,  beeauaa  thar 
■n  itidcB.  or  vbao  in  bloom  are  ba> 
Ireakb^  Oil  ****  branel^a.    Miub 

ha  park  atntctnna,i 


aUTWhera  elae  aa  I 


mar  prompt,  entinlr 
if    uotloea  to  the   contnur  poatcd  at 
B;  the  uglr  Vacki  and  bmkeii  buihea 
tbe  cbolocat  groupa  ot  ihrubberr  are 
treabest  bit  ot  green- 
down  like  a  eoaunoi.   In  each  Park 
In  tqif  apectaU;  pt^ared  for 
nmoiB,  on  which 
■troll  at  wUl.     But  It  la  eaMoUal 
init  of  the  gTOnnda  that 


>th  lawoa  tbould  not  be 
orerruu  In  Ihla  manner.  To  atop  thia  erll  haUt  a 
much  cloeer  poUoe  •uperrlalaa  la  ueoeaaair  than 
baa  hentotora  been  jHVTlded. 

In  JaDoar?  and  February  and  In  Norembcr  and 
December  only  tour  men  were  emploj-ed.  Daring 
tbe  aeaaon  of  actlre  iqieratlona  the  daUy  average  ot 
tbe  force,  axchulTe  ot  contract  work,wM  11  hi 
Harch,«lnAp[lI.»hiMa7.  «ln  June  and  July, 
M  In  Auguit,  IB  Id  September  and  II  fn  Octoba. 
BeepectfnllT  fobmltlfld. 

WM.  MdMILLAM. 
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B«toiioeiptrtMai7l>«oeiiiberai.lW..  $1,078  IS 


Tbe  fiAowlBf  Is  the  sot  nfovedto  In  the  report 
of  the  Pnrk  OommJeelooen: 

An  Aet  to  amend  an  act  entitled,  **An  Aet  to  Mi- 
therlne  the  eelealioa  aad  toeatlonof  oertntn  ffroooda 
for  pubUo  pevto  In  the  Cl^  of  Buffalo,  and  to  iiro- 
vtde  for  the  maintenance  and  embeUlahment  there- 
of;"  paewd  April  14,  HM. 


The  People  of  the  Stale  eC  Vew  York  repreaented 
In  Senate  and  Asaenthljr  do  enact  aa  foUowf; 

anonopL  Section  SI  of  an  act  entitled,  "An  Act 
to  aiithorlae  the  eelectlon  and  location  of  certain 
ground!  for  public  parks  la  the  Oltr  of  Buffalo,  and 
to  prorlde  for  the  maintenance  and  embelliehmenl 
thereof;"  pawed  April  H  MM,  Is  herelbjr  amended 
ao  aa  to  readaafoUowa: 


SeeHonM.  A majorltif  of  the  Boardef  Iha 
«he  Parte  OonuniieionerB  ihall  iwirttntea< 
forthetraaaactkmof  hualneaB.  The  mid  Boanl 
ihall  baTe  the  Aill  and  exdualTe  power  to  make 
ftilee  and  tij  iawi  for  Ibe  otderl^r  tmnaaetlon  of 
their  basiBe«;  to  gorem,  manage  and  dimuaad 
to  laj  out  and  regulate  the  oald  park  and  pBito,  the 
appRMMdiea  thereto,  and  the  aTonuee,  eti'eela  and 
parkwayi  oonnectmg  the  eald  partes;  to  appoint 


Indudingn  peUce  CaRse,aa  way  be 
pteaorlbe  and  define  their  leepectlfe  duttaeandto 
fix  the  amount  of  their  oompeneation,  and  gener- 
ally in  regard  to  eald  paik  and  paite,  the  ap- 
prottchee  theieto,  atfeenMi,  etreete 
connecting  the  eald  paifcs,  they  ahall' 
the  power  and  authority  now  by  lawooaCemd  on 
or  poetoBBed  by  the  Oommon  Council  of  lald  dty 
in  reepeot  to  the  public  etieete,  ridewalka,  squarBi 
and  plaoee  in  eaki  oMy . 

The  saM  Board  of  OoiHiiiJiBhiiMen  ahal  hae« 
gole  and  exohielve  power,  by  contTMSt  or  oCherwiae, 
toopeUfgredef  conetructand  repair  the  carriage- 
vayn  of  eaU  avenuetp  parkMaya,  ■W'W«hw  and 


nudkiMim  ahall  he 
ed  and  authentteated,  as  prorldtd  in 
thPBecflhisaet,a»d«0 
•haO  be  deeawd  ffttMy  of  a 
Wwd«aep9ovMid  in 


thirtr- 


IMe  andMi  by  «i^  Fiarfc 
oCtha 


theaald  Board 

^iftndmen  of  the  Polloe  BetwrtnesBft  of  the  GIto  of 

BuflWo,andahaUbeBiibiM4  to  Uw  OTdsfsoftbe 

IMk  OommMooen  and  the  Fwk 

or  luohothar  4)ffloei   aa  saidBsMMPd  may 


MafaaMaal 


[S. 
aoaato 


to 
of 


aa  they 
ttue 
of  the  aaSd 


rihsfl  n^uirB, 


enmeetaigeaid  pertn^  aad  for  keeping  in  lepeir 

sad  for 


oAeeferaeM 

Such  monoT*  ehaB  be  ndsedby  gfaend  taxea4  petf 


ttoeClwnsril  FVmd, 


efsB 


lag    the    niil^ig     maa    madmtjt    of     tbs     i^ 

BMUMcUni  ailil  park  tad  parka  abaU  b«  ■ 
sbaiaB  npoB  tba  propntr  atHMtac  oa  *Dcb  ■]>- 
troaAiB,*trMls,a««BnMaiUI  iMAwaT«,aii(]M)i- 


The  ConunOB  Coniicniif  Mid  <dtj  ihall  order  at 


kicOon  of  ttie  exptoaa  of  oaulnutiDC,  i 


tod  repaliliiK  nich  iklBwalka  upon  (be  ■ 


lotlte  anumnt  to  be  BTanted  annnallr  t^  the  »ald 
CoQiDoii  CooDcfl  puTvuaot  tc  the  prorMon*  benr- 
of  ahall.  In  addltloa  to  other  Itaiiu,  be  auDuallr  In- 
doded  an  atuoout  eatlmaled  br  taid  ConunlaalaiKn 
u  tnlBrltiot  lo  pay  tor  opeobit,  giadhig.  coutmct- 
ta«,  mahilattihig  and  rapairlDC  mU  appraacbca. 
'—""""t  iBeuta,  avenoea  and  parkways,  and  for 
amMavCUBg,  nalntalnliig.  lajhv  and  repairing 
Mevalta.  An  toul  amonm  ao  graaled  ibaU  be 
lakalroanthe  gmtnl  fnod  and  plaoed  to  the 
<T«dlto(  the  park  [UDd.vbidi  Is  herebr  ooUed. 
awl  paU  froDQ  the  laet  aald  (imd  upon  the  order  of 

iincL    ne  gowral  timd  iball  be  partlallj   relm- 


SeeUou  1.  Sectkn  H  of  Mid  act  li  b) 
amended  ao  aa  lo  read  u  toUinn: 

SectloD  as.  It  (haU  be  lawTu]  for  said  Boar 
Park  OommlBloiien.  at  anr  meetjnc  thM«ot 
eoxe&ed,  tw  paat  luoh  onUnBiieaa  a 


•oaad  and  D(  Mi  Ufag  du|r  pakHitad  ai  hwet 
quired,  H«  •(  )ka  ttaa  of  tta  tma  tobUBMM. 


inM.  All  penona  ctf ending  ai 


■hall  be  deemed  sruIlV  of  a  mWemeuicr  and 
on  camTtcUoQ  before  the  FoUoe  JuaUce  of  the 
or  Buffalo,  or  before  anr  cou 


bandied  dollan.  or  bf  Imprlaoomcat  not  anw 
tbirtif  dart,  or  by  boA  aucb  fine  and  Imprlaont 
and  ihB  Mid  PoUaa  JuMlM  ihall  haie  JuiladI 
of  all  offenaea  against  Uw  Mid  ordlaaooea,  and  I 
subject  to  the  prorWoas  of  tUa  aet,  bare  the 
power  and  authority  aa  to  suoh  oOsaaaa,  aiM 
trial  and  puDlshmoDt  (rf   all  penoos    oOM 


oeae  of  mledemeauor  which  may  be  tried  b 
him.  All  flnM  and  penalUea  Impoeed  bf 
ordloances  mar  alao  be  reoorand  aa  pasallii 
dvU  actions  to  be  taongbt  lo  >be  same  of  saU 
Id  the  Hunlc^ial  Couit  of  Bi^Ulo,  and  such 
■hall  be  BO  bioiwht  by  tks  CI9  Attccner  of  said 
upon  oomplalnt  made  to  blm  bj  the  said  8ai 
tendent  orl^Mid  Board. 
BlnaMtf 


not  to  be  ov 


Section  6.    This  act   shall   lake     effect  i 


8 


EXTRACTS  FROM  PARK  ACTS  RELATINQ  TO  ASSESSMENXa 


IY§m  A0. 19,  AHiffAprUll,  1888. 

And  Mid  eommon  eoanefl  shall  aBnnaUy  proTld* 
bj  tez  lor  tb*  pajroMBt  of  the  piindpol  and  Interwl 
of  the  boBda  iaaoad  pnnoaat  to  the  proTteloaaof  thia 
aet  And  la  maUag  tha  levy  of  tazoa  In  thia  aaetion 
praaeribod,  the  aaaaaaora  of  aatd  dtf  and  the  aaid 
cornBum  ooQBdl  ahaU  ao  apportion  and  levy  the  aame 
thdt  one-half  of  all  anma  of  monaj  whieh  ahaU  be 
levied  Ibr  the  porpoae  of  paying  the  piindpel  and  In- 
toreat  of  the  bonda  which  may  haTO  been  laaoed  par- 
avant  to  che  provlakma  of  thIa  aei,  ahaU  be  levied  and 
eolleeted  ezdoalvely  npon  and  fhm  the  landa  deemed 
to  have  been  benefited  by  the  improvementa  In  thIa 
aet  provided  for;  and  the  aald  aaaaaaora  ahall  take 
aoeh  proper  aeilon  In  the  premlaea  aa  to  them  may 
aeem  wlae,  to  aaoertain  what  landa  and  other  property 
have  been  benefited  by  the  aald  Improvementa. 


HVtmAet^  Ap^Utr^^Sm. 

Sionoir  1.  Section  nineteen  of  an  aet  entitled  ''An 
aet  to  aothoflie  the  aelectlon  and  location  of  eertaia 
groonds  fbr  pablle  parka  in  the  City  of  Baflhto,  and  to 
proTlde  for  the  maintenance  and  embemshaaent  tfaerv- 
of,"pa8aed  April  fbnrteenth,  eighteea  handred  aad 
aizty-nlne,  la  amended  by  adding  at  the  end  thereof 
the  following:  But  in  defining  'the  territory  Imbo- 
fited,  and  In  aaacaaing,  apportioning,  levylag  and 
eoOeotlng  the  one-half  of  aald  taxea  aforeaald,  the  aald 
aaaaaaora  ahall  not  deem  the  landa  aoboaefited  to  eea* 
brace  all  the  hada  In  aald  City  of  Bnlihio,  and  the 
aame  ahall  not  be  aaaeaaed,  apportloaed,  lavtod  or 
collected  upon  the  entire  landa  of  aald  dty,  but  ahaU 
be  aaaeeaed«  apportioned,  levied  and  ooUectod  eada- 
alvely  npon  the  laada  lying  In  the  vtclnlty  oC  and 
which  are  directly  benefited  by  aald  ImproTcmaata. 
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BUFFALO   PA 


COMMISSIONERS. 


JANUARY,  1884. 


BUFFALO: 
Times  Prikt[ng  House,  191  Main  Strest. 


FOURTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


BUFFALO   PARK 


COMMISSIOiJBRS. 
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HARVARD  COLLEGE   L'PR^flY 

GIFT  OF 

WARREN  H.  MANNINQ 

no;     I^     1C23 


COMMISSIONERS. 


His  Honor  THE  MAYOR,  Ex-officio, 

JOHN  C.  GRAVES,  CYRUS  CLARKE, 

F.  AUGUSTUS  GEORGER,  MICHAEL  NELLANY, 

T.  F.  ROCHESTER,    M.    D.,  Terms  expize  May  ztt,  1884. 
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PAUL  GOEMBEL, 
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SHERMAN  S.  JEWETT. 
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WILLIAM    F.  ROGERS. 


Superintendent f 

WILLIAM  McMillan. 


PARK  COMMISSIONERS'  REPORT, 


To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Couneil  a/  the  Cityo/  Bufalo: 

The  Park  Commissioners  respectfully  submit  their 
annual  report  as  required  by  law. 

The  balance  in  the  City  Treasury  to  the  credit  of  the 
Improvement  Fund  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1883, 
was  sixteen  hundred  and  seventy-six  dollars  and  twelve 
cents.  The  receipts  during  the  year  were  four  thousand, 
nine  hundred  and  thirty-two  dollars  and  fifty-four  cents, 
making  a  total  of  j6,6o8.66.  The  expenditures  were 
£6466.03,  leaving  a  balance  on  hand  of  {[42.63. 

The  amount  appropriated  for  Maintenance  in  the  year 
1883  was  $^2,yK).  The  expenditures  were  ^2,299.24, 
leaving  a  balance  to  General  Fund  of  76  cents. 

An  abstract  of  these  expenditures,  and  also  a  financial 
statement  in  detail,  accompany  this  report. 

For  information  in  regard  to  the  details  of  the  work 
done  during  the  year,  and  a  full  statement  of  the  general 
condition  of  the  Parks  and  approaches,  we  refer  you  to 
the  Superintendent's  annual  report,  which  is  hereto  ap- 
pended. The  only  notable  improvements  of  the  year 
are  the  construction  of  a  lai^e  addition  to  the  Park  boat 
house  and  the  remodeling  of  Soldiers'  Place. 
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The  Boat  House, 

The  boat  house  has  been  used  in  part  as  a  pub- 
lic restaurant  since  it  was  built,  in  1875,  but  it  was  not 
designed  as  the  general  refectory  of  the  Park.  It  was 
then  expected  that  in  due  time  a  house  for  this  purpose 
would  be  built  in  a  more  convenient  location.  The  boat 
house,  as  its  name  implies,  was  built  mainly  to  give 
necessary  shade,  shelter  and  anchorage  to  the  boats  in 
use  on  the  lake,  and  to  afford  working  facilities  to  the 
boatmen  in  their  construction  and  repair.  The  upper 
story,  designed  chiefly  to  afford  a  commanding  outlook 
over  the  water,  has  also  been  used  as  a  restaurant,  and 
for  several  years  it  was  of  sufficient  capacity  for  this 
purpose. 

But  as  each  year  the  number  of  Park  visitors  has 
increased,  the  pressure  on  the  restaurant  accommoda- 
tions of  the  house  has  steadily  grown,  until  it  had 
become  entirely  inadequate  to  supply  the  public  wants. 
Its  general  plan  and  location  were,  moreover,  very  incon- 
venient to  persons  wishing  to  reach  the  restaurant  apart- 
ment from  the  picnic  grove,  as  they  had  first  to  descend 
the  bank,  and  then  climb  to  the  upper  story  of  the  house. 
These  defects  became  still  more  apparent  during  the 
long  winter  of  last  year,  when  the  Park  lake  for  the  first 
time  became  a  popular  resort  of  skaters,  owing  to  the 
closing  of  the  large  rink  on  Pearl  street. 

The  necessity  of  better  accommodations  being  thus  so 
evident,  and  no  other  suitable  site  being  available,  it  was 
determined  to  remodel  and  enlarge  the  house.  Plans 
prepared  by  Mr.  E.  L.  Holmes  were  approved  by  the 
Board,  and  arrangements  made  for.  the  construction  of 
the  new  wing  as  soon  as  the  busy  portion  of  the  summer 


season  had  passed.  Thi 
September,  been  steadily 
is  now  nearly  completed, 
to  the  public  on  Christn 
daily  use,  its  value  being 
bers  frequenting  the  ice  t 

Besides  wash-rooms,  c 
the  new  addition  provide 
ant  hall  60x30  feet,  with 
each.  The  former  hous 
give  better  ventilation  to 
stone  foundation  has  be 
which  it  formerly  stood, 
entirely  changed,  and  ti 
renewed.  The  work  wi: 
painting  included,  until 
cost,  so  far,  has  been  r 
jio.ooo  were  paid  from 
nearly  $S,000  were  fumis 
Improvement  Fund, 

For  the  comfortable  j 
not  only  had  the  restaurs 
but,  unfortunately,  the 
small.  We  have  adver 
several  previous  reports, 
that  can  provide  an  adeq 
sition  of  the  adjoining  pi 
contains  a  fine  natural 
winding  ravine,  both  adi 
poses,  we  have  all  along 
added  to  the  Park.  H 
building  to  serve  as  the 
would  have  been  built  in 
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location  than  the  boat  house  occupies.  A  branch  drive 
could  then  have  been  opened  to  the  site,  and  suitable 
sheds  for  the  accomodation  of  horses  and  vehicles  could 
have  been  built  adjacent  to  the  house. 

We  still  believe  that  it  would  be  a  great  gain  in  the  value 
of  the  Park  to  the  public,  if  this  land,  or  at  least  about 
ten  acres  of  it,  including  the  low  dell  above  mentioned, 
could  yet  be  purchased  by  the  City  and  added  to  the 
Park.  As  the  number  of  people  that  congregate  in  this 
section  of  the  grounds  is  already  often  too  large  for 
general  comfort,  an  enlargement  of  the  picnic  ground 
would  be  readily  approved  by  the  public,  as  it  would 
add  so  much  to  the  future  usefulness  of  the  Park  to  the 
large  class  in  the  community  who  own  no  vehicles  to 
carry  them  to  or  through  the  more  distant  sections.  It 
is  also  evident  that  in  a  few  years  all  the  grass  in  the 
present  grove  will  be  trodden  out,  and  thus  its  value  be 
in  a  great  measure  destroyed. 

Soldiers*  Place. 

During  the  autumn  months  an  entire  change  was 
made  in  the  plan  of  Soldiers'  Place.  The  former  circu- 
lar roadway,  lOO  feet  in  width,  has  been  closed  up,  and 
a  new  carriageway  opened,  on  a  plan  which  reduces  the 
gravel  space  nearly  one-half,  and  connects  in  almost 
straight  lines  all  the  roads  and  walks  which  concenter 
on  or  cross  the  place.  On  all  the  area  of  roadway  pro- 
vided by  this  plan  a  substantial  McAdam  pavement  has 
been  built,  and  new  walks  laid  on  the  chief  lines  of  foot 
travel.  Many  persons  have  asked  the  meaning  of  this 
work,  and  as  the  object  of  it  may  not  be  fully  under- 
stood, it  may  be  well  to  give  here,  somewhat  in  detail 
the  reasons  for  the  change. 


This  Place,  which  is  of  a  circular  form,  700  feet  in  dia- 
meter, occupies  a  prominent  position  in  the  system  of 
Park  approaches,  at  the  junction  of  three  parkways, 
each  200  feet  wide.  At  the  time  the  original  plan  was 
designed  it  was  generally  expected  that  it  would  become 
the  site  of  the  proposed  Soldiers'  Monument,  and  hence 
its  name.  As  it  was  probable  that  this  monument 
would  be  in  the  form  of  a  massive  stone  shaft:  of  con- 
siderable height,  it  was  fitting  that  the  plot  of  ground 
at  its  base  should  have  a  proportionate  breadth.  As 
such  a  structure  could  be  viewed  to  best  advantage  at  a 
considerable  distance  off,  the  surrounding  drive  was 
placed  at  about  250  feet  from  the  center.  It  was  also 
made  of  great  width  to  aflbrd  ample  room  for  vehicles 
to  stop  or  move  leisurely  from  point  to  point,  while  the 
occupants  examined  the  monument  without  interrupt- 
ing or  being  interrupted  by  the  general  stream  of  travel. 
For  these  reasons  the  central  grass  plot  was  320  feet 
across,  and  the  surrounding  carriageway  100  feet  wide. 

But  the  Soldiers'  Monument  has  at  last  been  located 
elsewhere — on  Lafayette  Square.  The  plan,  which  was 
admirably  Btted  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  designed, 
had  no  meaning  nor  special  fitness  for  the  place  without 
any  prominent  object  as  its  central  feature,  and  with  the 
prospect  that  for  generations  to  come  the  site  of  the 
projected  monument  would  remain  a  blank  vacancy. 
Under  these  altered  conditions  the  central  grass  plot 
had  no  meaning,  and  the  roadway  was  disproportion- 
ately large  for  the  actual  needs  of  the  travel  over  it 
Moreover,  being  of  circular  form,  the  tendency  of  all 
travel  was  to  make  the  shortest  cut  across  the  Place,  and 
thus  crowd  against  the  inner  rim  of  the  circuit,  while 
over  the  outer  half  of  the  way  no  wheel  ever  passed. 


Hence  the  unused  portion  became  overgrown  with 
weeds  and  grass,  or,  if  these  were  hoed  up,  it  had  a 
waste,  abandoned  aspect,  still  more  unsightly.  The 
place  was  further  disfigured  by  several  beaten  foottiacks 
across  the  grass  of  the  central  plot,  due  to  the  unwill- 
ingness of  persons  on  foot  to  follow  the  tine  of  the 
long  circular  walk  near  the  outer  margin.  From  these 
causes  the  whole  place  had  necessarily  an  abortive  and 
neglected  aspect,  not  in  keeping  with  the  requirements 
of  a  Park  approach. 

When,  therefore,  the  lamp  district  was  extended 
through  the  Place,  it  became  necessary,  in  determining 
the  location  of  the  main  pipes  and  the  lamps,  to  consider 
the  advisability  of  changing  its  general  plan,  with  the 
view  both  of  better  adapting  it  to  the  actual  demands  of 
travel,  whether  in  vehicles  or  on  foot,  and  also  of  avoid- 
ing the  great  expense^of  constructing  and  maintaining 
a  permanent  roadway  on  so  large  a  scale.  By  the  plan 
now  adopted  the  space  for  carriage  travel  is  reduced  to 
about  one-half,  while  the  route  is  more  direct  and  con- 
venient A  circular  grass  plot,  90  feet  in  diameter,  has 
stitl  been  reserved  in  the  center,  corresponding  in  wid& 
with  the  middle  grass  belts  of  Chapin  and  BidwcU 
parkways,  of  each  of  which  it  virtually  forms  a  part  This 
small  plot,  being  the  pivotal  point  of  the  three  conven- 
ing parkways,  occupies  a  prominent  position,  and  is  a 
suitable  site  for  special  embellishment,  either  by  a  foun- 
tain jet,  a  fioral  parterre,  a  branching  gasalier,  or  pos- 
sibly a  public  statue  in  due  course  of  time.  If,  at  any 
time  in  the  far  distant  future,  it  should  be  found  desirable 
to  place  on  the  Park  approaches  a  public  structure  of 
similar  character  to   the  Soldiers'  Monument,  a  site 


equally  appropriate  can  be  found  either  on  Chapin  or 
Bidwell  place. 

The  Park  Approaches. 

The  condition  of  several  of  the  Park  approaches  is 
not  so  good  as  it  should  be.,  The  worst  of  these  is 
Richmond  avenue,  which,  having  no  stone  foundation  to 
the  roadway,  is  often  almost  impassable  in  the  spring  of 
the  year,  or  in  very  wet  weather.  The  bad  condition  of 
this  avenue  has  been  adverted  to  in  several  former 
reports,  but  we  have  not  asked  for  any  appropriation  for 
extensive  improvements  in  this,  or  any  other  Park 
approach,  because  in  our  opinion  it  would  not  be  just  to 
the  community  at  large  to  make  any  costly  improve- 
ments on  these  avenues  at  the  sole  expense  of  the  Gen- 
eral Fund.  As  was  fully  stated  in  our  last  report,  we 
think  that  the  abutting  property  owners  are  just  as  much 
benefited  by  any  such  improvement  as  those  on  any 
other  City  street  by  similar  work,  and  they  should  in 
like  manner  pay  a  fair  share  of  the  cost. 

All  the  improvements  heretofore  made  on  these  park- 
ways, including  the  cost  of  the  land  taken  in  widening 
or  opening  them,  were  paid  for  with  money  obtained  by 
the  issue  of  City  bonds,  and  the  law  provides  that  the 
property  benefited  shall  be  assessed  annually  for  half  of 
the  amount  needed  to  pay  the  interest  on  these  bonds 
and  one  per  cent  of  the  principal  To  pay  for  future 
permanent  improvements  on  these  avenues  with  the 
money  appropriated  from  the  General  Fund  for  Park 
Maintenance  would  be  to  establish  a  new  principle,  as 
the  abutting  property  would  thus  be  exempt  from  assess- 
ments for  local  improvements,  a  result  never  intended 
by  the  Park  act 
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With  our  last  annual  report  we  submitted  the  draft  of 
an  act  to  be  submitted  to  the  State  Legislature,  in  which 
provision  was  made  for  levying  on  property  putting  on 
the  Park  approaches  one-half  the  cost  of  all  fiiture 
improvements  on  the  roadways  of  these  avenues.  The 
share  of  the  cost  to  be  borne  by  adjacent  property  was 
placed  at  one-half  because  that  is  the  proportion  specified 
by  the  present  law.  This  bill,  as  finally  amended  and 
approved  by  your  honorable  body,  was  introduced  into 
the  Legislature  and  passed  both  houses,  but  it  &iled  to 
become  a  law  owing  to  a  slight  clerical  error  in  the  title 
as  finally  engrossed.  It  will  be  introduced  again  at  this 
session,  and  will,  no  doubt,  be  passed,  as  we  are  not 
aware  of  any  valid  objections  to  the  provisions  of  the 
biU. 

Because  these  avenues  are  not  under  the  direct  con- 
trol of  the  same  department  of  the  City  Government  as 
other  streets,  it  is  sometimes  said  that  they  are  not  pub- 
lic streets.  They  were  planned  with  the  view  of  pro- 
viding, not  only  commodious  ornamental  approaches  to 
the  several  Parks,  but  also  of  supplying  broad  and  con- 
venient avenues  of  general  travel  They  have  been  laid 
out  so  as  to  tap  conveniently  all  the  leading  thorough- 
fares of  the  older  portions  of  the  City,  and  thus  to  fur- 
nish ampler  facilities  of  inter-communication  between 
all  sections.  There  arc  no  traffic  restrictions  except  on 
those  parkways  that  are  200  feet  wide,  and  on  these  onlj' 
through  traffic  of  heavily  loaded  wagons  is  prohibited 
As  all  local  business  of  every  kind  is  permitted,  this 
restriction  is  a  benefit  instead  of  a  detriment  to  the 
abutting  property-holders,  inasmuch  as  the  wear  and 
tear  of  the  roadway  is  correspondingly  lessened.  The 
Park  approaches  are  a  corporate  part  of  the  general  pUo 


of  the  City  streets,  and  fittingly  furnish  for  the  newer 
sections  wide  avenues  of  travel,  similar  in  general  scope 
and  design  to  the^broad  trunk  thoroughfares  of  the 
older  portions  of  the  City. 


New  Streets. 

When  these  boulevards  were  laid  out  it  was  hoped 
that  by  example  they  would  lead  indirectly  to  the  map- 
ping out  of  new  streets  in  the  unoccupied  territory  on  a 
more  liberal,  comprehensive  and  consistent  plan  than 
was  customary  at  that  time.  This  expectation  was  to 
some  extent  realized  in  the  subsequent  widening  of 
Bouck  avenue,  Forest  avenue  and  Ferry  "street,  and  in 
the  opening  of  Fillmore  avenue  andpgden  street.  But 
unfortunately  the  tendency  for  several  years  back  seems 
to  be  in  the  opposite  direction.  Our  new  streets  are 
narrower  and  nearer  to  each  other  than  the  old.  Many 
detached  settlements  are  growing  up  where  the  streets 
are  all  short  and  narrow  lanes,  located  without  the 
slightest 'regard  to  convenient  connections  with'adjacent 
streets,  the  future  wants  of  the  inhabitants,  or  the  gen- 
eral interests  of  the  City  at  large. 

Our  City  is  growing  rapidly,  and  speculation  in  real 
estate  is  now  rife  in  many  sections.  Numerous  land 
and  building  associations  are  springing  into  existence 
for  the  purpose  of  buying  large  tracts  of  land,  and  cut- 
ting it  up  into  building  lots  in  any  way  that  may  best 
subserve  the  immediate  ends  of  the  projectors  of  each 
separate  scheme.  As  their  only  object  is  the  speedy 
sale  of  the  lands  on  whatever  plan  will  bring  the  highest 
present  price,  they  pay  no  regard  to  the  ultimate  neces- 
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ties  of  the  future  occupants,  or  the  paramount  interests 

the  general  public 

We  call  your  attention  to  this  subject  because  schemes 
'  this  general  character  are  now  taking  shape  in  the 
cintty  of  Humboldt  parkway,  which  threaten  to  dis- 
rure  seriously  the  most  important  feature  of  this  grand 
'enue.  A  narrow  street  has  recently  been  opened  from 
venue  A  westerly  across  the  parkway  to  near  Jeffer- 
m  street.  It  divides  very  unequally  the  long  block 
tween  Ferry  street  and  Glenwood  avenue,  ex- 
nded.  Farther  south  another  street  has  been  opened 
rtween  Avenue  A  and  the  parkway,  which  ends  on  the 
St  side  of  the  parkway  at  a  point  about  lOo  feet  north 

the  corresponding  street  on  the  west  side.  The  two 
dves  of  this  street  must  eventually  be  joined  across  the 
iddle  grass  belt  of  the  parkway,  but  as  they  are  not  on 
e  same  line,  and  yet  nearly  so,  the  junction  will  be 
cceedingly  awkward  and  incongruous.  The  tendency 
'  all  travel,  especially  at  night  or  whenever  there  is 
low  on  the  ground,  will  be  to  make  a  diagonal  cross- 
g,  r^ardless  of  the  actual  location  of  this  connecting 
ik.  We  understand  that  similar  streets  are  contem- 
ated  along  side  of  these  at  a  distance  of  only  about  200 
et  apart  If  this  be  allowed,  the  result  will  ultimately 
;  the  utter  destruction  of  the  most  valuable  feature  of 
e  parkway,  viz.,  the  broad,  tree-shaded  grass-belt 
viding  the  two  drives.  Moreover,  all  the  new  streets 
ojected  through  this  large  territory  between  Avenue 

and  Jefferson  street,  a  distance  of  nearly  4,000  feet, 
in  across  the  parkway  east  and  west,  and  none  run 
trallel  with  it  north  and  south. 

Many  other  evit  results  follow  in  the  wake  of  this 
congruous,  hap-hazzard  way  of  allowing  a  great  city  to 
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grow  up.  Not  only  are  tfavel  and  business  cramped 
and  fettered  for  all  future  time,  but  all  municipal  inter* 
ests  sufTer.  Questions  of  sewerage,  water  supply,  safety 
from  fire,  street  cleaning,  police  surveillance,  public 
health  and  morals,  are  all  intimately  associated  with  the 
general  plan  and  width  of  the  streets.  We,  therefore, 
respectfully  suggest  to  your  honorable  body  the  import- 
ance of  assuming,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  City  Charter,  a  more  direct  and  effective  municipal 
control  over  the  future  street  plan  of  the  unoccupied 
territory.  A  complete  and  comprehensive  plan  suffi- 
cient for  the  distant  future  ought  to  be  carefully  matured, 
and  when  approved,  no  new  street  or  lane  inconsistent 
with  it  should  be  accepted  by  the  City. 

Jewett  Avenue. 

An  addition  has  just  been  made  to  the  number  of 
Park  approaches  in  the  chaise  of  this  Board.  Under 
the  provisions  of  Section  32  of  the  Park  act,  Elam  R 
Jewett,  Esq.,  has,  by  deed,  transferred  to  the  City  the 
fee  of  the  land  embraced  in  that  part  of  Jewett  avenue  be- 
tween the  Park  and  Main  street,  "  on  condition  that  it 
shall  be  placed  in  charge  of  the  Park  Commissioners! 
and  be  by  them  maintained  as  a  Park  approach,  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  other  Park  approaches  now  are  or 
hereafter  may  be  maintained."  We  have  been  officially 
notified  by  the  City  Clerk  that  this  avenue  has  been 
accepted  by  the  Common  Council  on  these  conditions, 
and  approved  by  the  Mayor  on  the  29th  of  December 
last.     We,  therefore,  assume  jurisdiction  accordingly. 

This  avenue  is  70  feet  wide  and  2,036  feet  long,  ex- 
tending from  the  East  Meadow  Gate  of  the  Park  to  Main 
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L  In  187s  it  was  opeaed  by  Mr.  Jewett  through 
ands,  and  he  at  the  same  time  constructed  a  sub- 
ial  McAdam  roadway  36  feet  wide  and  planted  shade 
in  the  sidewalk  borders.  It  has  since  been  main- 
d  by  him,  and,  though  entirely  private  property 
low,  he  has  generously  allowed  the  public  the  free 
>f  it  as  an  approach  to  the  Park. 

Police, 

ir  about  two  months  in  the  latter  half  of  the  season 
Police  patrol  of  the  Parks  was  larger  and  more 
ive  than  in  former  years.  On  the  10th  of  July 
1  special  Policemen,  appointed  by  the  Police  Corn- 
on,  were  employed  and  paid  by  this  Board.  Six 
ese  served  for  two  months  and  one  for  four  months. 
ies  these,  the  mounted  force  of  the  Sixth  Precinct 
lied  the  Park  as  a  part  of  their  beat,  as  in  former 
I,  and  the  Police  Board  detailed  two  City  Patrolmen 
bout  three  months,  one  of  whom  was  on  duty  at 
lect  place  and  the  other  at  the  Parade  House.  The 
:  importance  of  an  efficient  Police  surveillance  of 
'arks  was  fully  discussed  in  our  last  annual  report, 
he  argument  need  not  here  be  repeated. 

The  Lake  Beach. 

our  last  report  we  also  called  your  attention  to  the 
it  erection,  on  the  beach  of  Lake  Erie,  opposite  the 
t,  of  unsightly  business  structures  which  shut  off 
ublic  from  a  full  view  of  the  lake.  We  also  referred 
e  establishment,  on  the  strip  of  land  adjoining  the 
,  of  an  asphalt  pavement  manu&ctory,  from  which 
volumes  of  smoke  are  blown  across  the  Front 
lever  it  is  in  operation.     The  chief  objects  in  the 
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selection  and  improvement  of  the  lands  of  the  Front 
were  the  fine  view  of  Lake  Eric  and  the  Niagara  River 
which  was  thus  secured,  and  the  enjoyment  of  the  cool, 
health-giving  breeze  from  the  lake  so  prevalent  and 
refreshing  through  the  summer  months.  With  both  of 
these  objects  entirely  frustrated,  as  in  time  they  will  be 
by  these  structures,  and  others  sure  to  follow  them,  the 
chief  value  of  the  Front  to  our  community  will  be 
destroyed. 

As  the  strip  of  land  in  question  covers  only  a  very 
few  acres,  we  again  suggest  that  it  should  be  taken  for 
public  use  and  added  to  the  Front.  Had  this  been 
done  several  years  ago,  the  cost  of  the  land  would  have 
been  a  mere  trifle  compared  with  the  benefits  to  our 
citizens  which  would  thus  have  been  secured  for  all 
time.  Since  its  occupation  for  business  purposes,  its 
value,  of  course,  has  largely  increased.  But  we  think 
that  our  citizens  are  willing  to  pay,  even  yet,  whatever 
sum  may  be  required  to  secure  this  small  strip  of  land 
at  a  fair  price,  either  by  direct  purchase,  or  that  failing, 
by  public  appraisal  and  condemnation.  If  action  on 
this  matter  be  delayed,  the  opportunity  will,  no  doubt, 
be  forever  lost. 

This  is  now  the  only  portion  of  the  lake  shore  within 
the  limits  of  the  City  to  which  our  citizens  can  have 
convenient  access.  It  is  humiliating  to  think  that  so 
large  a  community,  living  on  the  very  shore  of  this 
magnificent  inland  sea,  should  be  in  immediate  danger 
of  being  shut  off  from  every  foot  of  its  beach.  It  is 
aggravating  to  find  that  the  public  ground  which  was 
purchased  by  the  Citj'  for  the  special  purpose  of  afford- 
ing an  open  outlook  over  the  lake,  should  already  be  so 
shut  m  by  offensive  structures  that  from  no  point  can  any 
unobstructed  view  of  it  be  obtained.      This  ocean-like 


body  of  water,  forever  changing  in  color  and  character 
in  quick  response  to  the  ever-changing  aspect  of  the 
sky  and  condition  of  the  atmosphere,  is  at  all  times  an 
attractive  and  impressive  sight,  so  beautiful  when  quietly 
rippling  in  the  sunshine,  so  grand  when  fiercely  ragiog 
in  the  storm. 

We,  therefore,  recommend  that  proceedings  be  at 
once  taken  by  your  honorable  body  to  procure  the  pass- 
age through  the  Legislature  of  an  act  giving  the 
City  the  necessary  authority  and  power  to  acquire 
this  narrow  strip  of  beach  for  public  use.  This  recom- 
mendation we  make,  not  only  as  Park  Commissioners, 
intrusted  with  the  development  of  the  objects  for  which 
the  Front  was  taken  as  a  public  pleasure  ground,  but 
also  individually,  as  citizens  of  Bufialo,  interested  in 
preserving  for  ourselves  and  fellow-citizens  the  privilege 
of  standing  on  some  spot  of  ground,  free  and  common 
to  all,  from  which  we  can  have  an  open  view  of  the  lake, 
and  of  setting  foot  on  some  portion  of  its  beach  without 
trespassing  on  any  private  rights. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S,  S.  Jewett,  President, 
Jonathan  Scoviixe, 
Edward  Bennett, 
CvRus  Clarke, 
August  Fuchs, 
F.  A.  Georger, 
Paul  Goeubel, 
John  C.  Graves, 
Britain  Holmes, 
John  F,  Moulton, 
Michael  Nellanv, 
Henbv  C.  Persch, 
Thomas  F.  Rochester, 
Bronson  C.  Rumsey, 
James  R.  Smith, 
George  Urban. 
Buffalo,  January  8,  1884. 


SUPERINTENDENTS  REPORT. 


Park  Farmstead,  Jan.  2,  1884. 
To  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  : 

I  respectfully  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  Parks  and  the  approaches,  and  of  the  work 
done  during  the  year  1883 : 

The  chief  work  of  the  year  has  been  the  ordinary 
care  and  keeping  of  the  grounds  and  roads.  On  the 
Front  and  on  the  Parade  no  new  improvement  work  has 
been  done.  On  the  Park,  however,  several  minor  im- 
provements have  been  made ;  the  boat  house  has  been 
repaired  and  remodeled,  and  a  large  addition  has  been 
built  in  the  rear  of  the  house.  On  the  approaches  the 
only  work  of  note  is  a  general  change  in  the  plan  of 
Soldiers'  Place. 

The  weather  of  last  winter  was  unusually  severe. 
The  Park  lake  was  frozen  over  from  the  ist  of  De- 
cember until  nearly  the  ist  of  May.  On  February  3d 
there  was  an  extraordinary  storm  of  sleet,  which  did 
much  damage  to  trees  and  shrubs.  The  rain  froze  as  it 
fell  until  such  a  load  of  ice  accumulated  on  the  branches 
that  very  many  were  broken  off,  and  all  badly  bent  and 
strained  by  the  weight.  Some  fine  trees  were  so  mutilated 


by  the  breaking  of  lai^  boughs  that  they  had  to  be 
cut  down.  The  temperature  continuing  low,  this  heavy 
casing  of  ice  clung  to  the  twigs  from  four  to  six  days,  so 
that  even  where  they  were  supple  enough  to  bend  without 
breaking,  this  long-continued  strain  so  changed  their 
natural  forms  that  in  many  cases  the  eifects  of  this  de- 
structive storm  were  distinctly  noticeable  all  through 
the  summer. 

In  January,  the  ice  on  the  Park  lake  being  strong 
enough  to  bear  up  loaded  wagons,  advantage  was  taken 
of  the  opportunity  thus  afforded  to  protect  the  southerly 
shore  of  the  lake  and  the  margin  of  the  islands  from 
further  damage  by  the  constant  wash  of  the  water. 
Over  700  loads  of  stone  chips  were  used  in  this  work. 
The  northern  shore  had  been  protected  in  similar  mao- 
ner  some  years  before. 

In  the  spring,  after  the  usual  trimming  and  pruniog 
of  the  plantations  of  the  several  Parks,  a  considerable 
number  of  young  trees  and  shrubs  were  set  out  in  vari- 
ous portions  of  the  grounds.  Owing  to  the  extreme 
drought  of  the  previous  summer  and  autumn,  and  the 
prolonged  cold  of  the  winter,  some  plants,  usually  quite 
hardy,  were  found  dead  in  the  spring.  Many  kinds  of 
shrubs  bloomed  less  freely  than  in  former  years,  and 
the  young  shoots  of  others  showed  less  than  the  ordinary 
vigor  of  growth.  But  the  past  season  having  been  un 
usually  cool  and  the  rain&ll  abundant,  a  healthy  growth 
was  in  most  instances  soon  regained.  At  the  close  of 
the  season  the  plantations  generally  were  in  a  very 
thriving  condition. 

During  the  year  various  minor  repairs  have  been 
made  to  several  Park  structures.    New  sills  and  floors 
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joists  were  placed  under  the  south  wing  of -the  front 
veranda  of  the  Parade  House.  The  dwelling  house  at 
the  Farmstead,  the  house  and  barn  at  the  southerly 
angle  of  the  Park,  the  summer  house  in  the  picnic 
grounds,  and  the  boat  landing  shelters  were  repainted. 
The  boundary  picket  fences  of  the  Front  and  the  Park 
were  also  repainted,  and  the  posts  and  board  fence  of  the 
Parade  received  a  general  repair.  About  150  new 
settees  were  furnished  in  those  portions  of  each  Park 
where  people  most  congregate. 

Fifteen  hundred  loads  of  gravel  have  been  used 
during  the  year  in  various  road  repairs  and  in  sur&cing 
new  walks  and  drives.  On  the  Parade  all  the  broad 
carriage  concourse,  250  feet  square,  in  front  of  the  house, 
was  surfaced  anew  with  select  screened  gravel.  On  the 
Park  about  1,000  feet  in  length  of  new  walk  was  built 
with  stone  substructure  and  gravel  finish.  The  roadway 
of  Chapin  place  was  dressed  in  May  with  a  heavy  layer 
of  gravel,  and  also  that  portion  of  Delaware  avenue 
which  intersects  the  Park.  The  part  of  this  avenue 
between  the  Park  and  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery  is  in  bad 
condition.  For  the  repair  of  this  section  a  thick  layer 
of  broken  stone  would  be  more  serviceable  than  gravel. 
The  drives  of  the  Park  need  resurfacing  in  several  sec- 
tions. Gravel  of  suitable  quality  for  such  work  has  been 
difiicult  to  obtain. 

The  roadways  of  some  of  the  approaches  are  not  in 
good  condition.  Portions  of  Humboldt  parkway  and 
of  Fillmore  avenue  are  considerably  worn  and  rutted. 
A  portion  of  Fillmore  avenue  between  the  Parade  and 
Broadway  was  repaired  with  gravel  in  October.  The 
section  of  this  avenue  south  of  Broadway  was  well 


graveled  the  previous  season.  But  this  latter  portion 
is  again  cut  up  by  wheel  ruts,  as  it  is  subject  to  much 
heavy  trafBc.  Grave!  alone  is  of  little  use  in  repairing 
a  street  where  there  is  so  much  grinding  by  heavily 
loaded  wagons.  Only  a  stone  pavement  can  perma- 
nently withstand  so  much  wear  and  tear  of  narrow-tired 
wheels. 

During  the  summer  the  Water  Board  laid  a  l6-inch 
main  in  this  avenue  in  the  west  sidewalk  border  from 
Seneca  street  to  Peckham  street  At  suitable  intervals 
hydrants  have  been  placed,  which  are  a  great  convenience 
in  the  sprinkling  of  the  roadway.  The  plank  walk  on 
the  west  side  of  this  avenue  is  in  bad  condition  in  many 
places,  especially  near  Lovejoy  street,  where  long 
stretches  of  it  that  were  in  sound  condition  have  been 
wantonly  torn  up  and  the  planks  carried  off.  The 
young  trees  bordering  this  avenue  also  suffer  much 
damage-every  year  by  the  vandalism  of  persons  in  the 
neighborhood. 

The  roadway  of  Richmond  avenue  is  the  worst  of 
any  in  the  Park  system.  Much  heavy  traffic  passes 
over  it  also,  and  having  no  stone,  and  but  little  gravel, 
its  general  condition  is  very  unsuitable  for  pleasure 
travel.  During  the  dry  summer  months  it  is  tolerably 
smooth  and  firm,  but  at  other  seasons  it  is  either  muddy 
or  rough,  and  often  almost  impassable. 

The  foot-paths  of  the  Circle  are  often  unpleasant  to 
walk  on,  and  there  is  a  consequent  tendency  of  pedes- 
trians to  trespass  on  the  adjacent  grass  plots,  a  practice 
which  seriously  disfigures  the  whole  place.  If  the  gravel 
surface  of  these  walks  has  sufficient  grit  to  be  hard 
and  firm  in  wet  weather,  it  is  too  rough  and  sharp  to 
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walk  comfortably  on  when  the  weather  is  dry.  If  the 
surface  be  made  smooth  and  compact,  every  shower  of 
rain  makes  it  soft  and  slimy.  Where  there  is  so'  much 
foot  travel  the  walks  should  have  either  a  flag-stone  or 
asphalt  surface. 

The  plan  of  this  Circle  at  the  junction  tjf  Wadsworth 
and  Pennsylvania  streets  is  also  unsatisfactory.  The 
angle  here  being  too  sharp  for  the  street  cars  to  turn 
around  it,  permission  was  given  the  company  to  lay  its 
track  on  the  foot-path  line.  Ever  since,  nearly  all 
vehicles,  in  turning  this  corner,  also  leave  the  roadway 
and  make  a  short  cut  along  the  railroad  track.  Thus 
the  foot-path  here  is  always  in  bad  condition,  and  people 
using  it,  having  to  give  way  to  every  passing  vehicle, 
are  put  to  much  personal  risk  and  inconvenience.  The 
position  of  the  car  track  at  this  point  should  be  changed 
far  enough  to  clear  the  sidewalk  border,  and  the  present 
sharp  angle  in  the  grass  plot  should  be  cut  off  and  the 
space  added  to  the  carriageway. 

That  portion  of  Sixth  street  opposite  the  Front  and  Fort 
Porter,  now  named  Front  avenue,  has  been  paved  with 
asphalt  by  the  City  from  Porter  avenue  to  the  Bank.  The 
deep  gully  which  formerly  obstructed  travel  across  the 
Bank  has  been  filled  up,  and  the  roadway  opened.  This 
work  was  done  by  contract  through  the  City  Engineer's 
department,  as  about  two-thirds  of  the  work  was  outside 
the  limits  of  the  Bank.  Now  that  this  portion  of  the 
avenue  has  been  opened,  the  projected  public  drive 
should  be  constructed  from  the  Bank  to  the  Front 
along  the  top  of  the  blufT,  within  the  grounds  of  the 
Fort.  A  better  and  safer  outlet  for  vehicles  from  the 
Front  through  these  grounds  is  ui^ently  needed. 


In  July  and  August  the  Bu^o  Gas  Light  Company, 
in  accordance  with  an  order  of  the  Common  Council 
extending  the  lamp  district,  laid  their  gas  mains  and 
set  lamps  through  the  Park  approaches  from  Cbapin 
Place  to  the  Park  lake.  Service  pipes  were  laid  from  this 
main  to  the  boat  house  and  to  the  shelter  house  in  the 
picnic  grove,  and  these  houses  arc  now  lighted  with  gas 
in  the  evenings  as  occasion  may  require.  In  locating 
the  position  of  the  street  pipes  and  lamps  within 
Soldiers'  Place,  some  of  the  disadvantages  of  the  origi- 
nal plan  of  this  place  were  brought  into  promineat 
notice.  After  a  full  study  of  the  question  it  was  decided 
to  change  the  general  design  so  as  to  reduce,  by  about 
one-half,  the  area  of  roadway,  and  also  provide  for  both 
vehicles  and  pedestrians  a  more  direct  line  of  trave! 
across  the  Place.  The  gas  mains  and  lamps  were  then 
located  in  accordance  with  the  new  plan. 

This  change  in  the  general  plan  of  the  Place  was 
made  in  September  and  October.  The  former  circular 
road-bed,  about  1,300  feet  long  by  100  feet  wide,  was 
filled  up  with  soil  and  the  area  added  to  the  planting 
space.  The  central  circular  grass  plot  was  reduced 
from  320  feet  in  diameter  to  90  feet.  A  new  line  of 
carriageway  was  opened  by  simply  extending  in  straight 
lines  to  their  points  of  intersection  all  of  the  nine  roadways 
entering  the  Place.  On  all  these  new  portions  of  road- 
way a  permanent  McAdam  pavement  has  been  laid, 
having  about  18  inches  depth  of  stone  and  about  two 
inches  of  gravel.  For  the  present  no  stone  curb  or  paved 
gutter  has  been  provided.  There  is  still  a  slight  deflec- 
tion to  a  portion  of  the  travel  in  passing  the  central 
grass  plot.     If,  on  further  experience,  the  short  curve 
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at  this  point  shall  be  found  to  be  inconvenient,  this 
small  circle  can  be  reduced  in  size,  or  be  entirely  met|^ 
in  the  roadway. 

Before  the  stone  was  placed  in  the  new  road-bed  the 
water  supply  for  the  Park  sprinkling  wagons  was  ex- 
tended from  Forest  avenue  along  Lincoln  parkway  and 
across  the  Place  to  the  foot  of  Chapin  parkway.  The 
length  of  pipe  laid  is  1,030  leet,  the  size  is  six  inches  in 
diameter,  and  a  hydrant  was  placed  at  its  termination. 
The  foot-path  lines  of  the  Place  have  also  been  straight- 
ened and  shortened,  and  about  1,300  feet  of  new  plank 
walk  laid,  four  feet  wide.  The  plank  walk  of  Lincoln 
parkway  having  become  worn  out  was  also  renewed, 
the  length  being  about  1,700  feet 

During  the  long-continued  cold  weather  of  last  winter 
the  Park  lake  became  a  popular  skating  resort.  A  por- 
tion of  the  ice  near  the  boat  house  was  kept  clear  of 
snow,  and  every  day  that  the  weather  was  favorable  for 
skating  it  was  frequented  by  a  lively  throng  of  people. 
On  these  occasions  the  accommodations  of  the  boat 
house  were  entirely  inadequate  to  the  needs  of  the  pub- 
lic. The  restaurant  rooms  were  much  too  small,  and 
being  on  the  upper  story  were  almost  inaccessible  to 
persons  with  skates  on  their  feet  This  want  of  suffi- 
cient capacity  had  been  more  or  less  felt  for  several 
years  during  the  summer  months,  becoming  more  appa- 
rent from  year  to  year,  as  the  number  of  persons  using 
the  house  has  steadily  increased. 

This  defect  has  now  been  remedied  by  the  construc- 
tion of  a  large  addition  to  the  bouse.  Work  on  this 
new  structure,  was  begun  in  the  latter  half  of  August, 
and  has  since  then  been  steadily  prosecuted.     It  is  now 
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SO  &r  completed  that  the  principal  room  on  the  lower 

■tm. 

\ ,  floor,  though  not  quite  finished,  was  opened  to  the  pub- 

\  lie  on  Christmas  day,  which  happened  also  to  be  the 

\  first  day  that  the  ice  was  in  fit  condition  for  skating. 

^i  Though  many  conveniences  that  the  house  when  fin- 

ished  will  furnish  are  not  yet  available,   the  general 
||  accommodation  so  far  afibrded  has  been  a  great  benefit 

to  skaters,  and  has  been  highly  appreciated  by  visitors. 
On  New  Year's  day  the  whole  area  of  the  lake  was  in 
fair  condition  for  skating,  and  several  thousand  people 
1  were  on  the  ice  enjoying  the  sport.     For  several  hours 

'f  the  house  was  so  overcrowded  that  many  who  wished 

ji  to  enter  could  not  press  their  way  in  through  the  throng. 

■k  ,  Of  course,  this  was  an  exceptional  occasion,  but  the  num- 

f  ber  of  persons  on  the  ice  every  day  favorable  for  skating 

during  the  present  season  already  fully  attests  the  pub- 
lic benefit  of  affording  ample  opportunity  for  indulgence 
in  this  healthful  winter  recreation. 

The  new  addition  extends  back  at  a  right  angle  from 
the  rear  of  the  former  house,  the  site  having  in  part  been 
excavated  into  the  bank  of  the  picnic  grounds.    As  no 
^  cellar  could  be  built  under  the  house  owing  to  the  prox- 

imity of  the  water  at  a  higher  level,  a  vault  50  feet  by 
10  feet,  for  the  storage  of  coal,  ice,  vegetables  and  gen- 
eral restaurant  supplies,  was  built  under  the  bank  along 
the  west  side  of  the  house.  At  the  south  end  water- 
closet  rooms  for  each  sex  have  been  constructed  against 
the  bank  in  a  similar  manner.  Exclusive  of  these  vaults, 
the  new  addition  is  70x40  feet  and  two  stories  high,  with 
a  roomy  attic  over  all.  On  each  story  the  main  public 
room  is  about  60  feet  by  30  feet,  with  a  veranda  on  each 
story  on  the  side  facing  the  lake.  Including  the  veranda 
and  the  upper  floor  and  open  balcony  of  the  former 
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house,  the  public  floor  space  of  the  upper  story  is  now 
about  120  feet  by  40  feet  This  upper  floor  is  nearly  on 
a  level  with  the  picnic  grounds,  and  may  be  entered 
directly  therefrom. 

The  former  house  has  been  extensively  altered  and 
repaired.  It  was  built  on  piles  and  stood  so  near  the 
lake  level  that  the  dampness  had  rotted  the  sills  and 
floor  joists.  The  house,  therefore,  was  raised  4*4  feet  and 
strong  stone  foundations  werebuilt  in  place  of  the  former 
piles.  As  the  site  was  formerly  a  muck  swamp,  the 
foundation  trenches  had  to  be  excavated  10  to  12  feet 
below  the  level  of  the  first  floor  before  a  firm  bottom 
was  reached.  All  the  stone  used  in  this  work,  and  in 
the  foundation  walls  of  the  new  wing,  was  obtained  from 
the  Park  quarry.  All  excavation  and  masonry  was 
done  by  hired  labor,  and  the  carpenter  work  under  con- 
tract by  Mr.  John  Briggs. 

The  adjoining  dock  wall  has  also  been  rebuilt,  raised 
two  feet  higher,  and  capped  with  cut  stone  in  pUce  of 
the  former  timber  coping.  The  gravel  spaces  near  the 
house  have  also  been  raised  two  feet  The  flagstone 
covering  of  the  new  vaults  forms  a  part  of  a  broad  walk 
which  leads  from  the  picnic  grounds,  by  a  flight  of  twenty 
stone  steps,  down  to  the  dock  in  front  of  the  house.  An 
extension  of  this  walk  from  the  house  along  the  water 
margin  to  the  summer  house  beach  would  make  a  very 
convenient  pathway  between  the  boat  house  and  the 
lower  dell  of  the  picnic  grove. 

This  small  grove  is  the  chief  summer  resort  of  all 
visitors  to  the  Park,  except  those  in  vehicles  who  are 
out  chiefly  for  a  pleasure  drive.  On  pleasant  days  it  is 
often  too  much  crowded  for  the  general  comfort  of  all. 
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The  grass  has  also  become  entirely  worn  out  in  many 
places.  In  a  few  more  years  there  will  be  no  green  turf 
left  if  the  general  conditions  of  Park  recreation,  and  the 
habits  of  visitors,  remain  unchanged.  As  there  are  sev- 
eral other  attractive  sections  of  the  Park  bordering  on 
the  water,  and  readily  accessible  by  pleasant  paths  to 
persons  on  foot,  it  is  unfortunate  that  visitors  have 
formed  the  habit  of  clustering  so  constantly  in  this  small 
corner  of  the  grounds. 

The  young  plantations  along  the  braeside  on  the 
south  bank  of  the  water,  and  still  more  along  its  east- 
ern border,  are  now  of  sufficient  size  to  afford  an  agree- 
able shade  in  warm  weather.  The  shrubbery  of  these 
sections  is  also  interesting  and  attractive,  especially 
during  the  flowering  season.  But  yet  comparatively 
few  people  ever  stroll  through  these  parts.  This  is 
probably  owing  to  the  £sict  that  a  complete  circuit  of  the 
lake  shore  is  prevented  because  the  foot-bridge  designed 
to  cross  the  creek  where  it  enters  the  lake  has  not  yet 
been  built 

The  circuit  of  the  north  bay  is  likewise  seldom  made, 
for  the  reason  that  no  suitable  foot-bridge  has  been  pro- 
vided at  the  waste-weir,  nor  any  proper  walk  made 
along  the  north  side  of  the  bay.  These  minor  improve- 
ments are  urgently  needed,  not  only  to  enable  or  induce 
people  to  visit  those  sections,  but  also  to  tempt  them  to 
escape  from  the  festive  throng  in  the  picnic  grounds. 

There  are  two  shady  groves  bordering  the  large 
meadow  known  as  the  "East"  and  the  "North" 
"  Meadow  Woods."  They  are  each  as  large  as  the 
grove  on  the  south  bank  of  the  lake,  while  the  shade  is 
deeper  and  more  uniform.  But  the  distance  is  so  bx 
from  the  street  car  terminus  that  seldom,  if  ever,  any 
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person  goes  there  on  foot  These  groves,  however,  are 
quite  near  to  the  Colvin  street  station  of  the  "  Belt 
Line"  of  the  Central  railroad.  This  line  was  opened  in 
July  last,  and,  ever  since,  twenty-four  trains  pass  this 
station  daily,  any  one  of  which  wilt  stop  to  take  on  or 
let  off  passengers.  As  the  road  passes  through  a 
thickly  settled  section  of  the  City  for  scveial  miles,  it 
furnishes  a  very  convenient  and  expeditious  route  to  the 
Park  for  a  large  population  who  have  no  speedy  or  con- 
venient access  to  it  by  street  cars. 

la  the  belief  that  many  persons  would  visit  the  Park 
during  the  excursion  season  by  this  route,  and  use  the 
woods  bordering  the  meadow  as  a  picnic  resort,  the 
*'  East  Wood "  was  provided  with  temporary  benches 
and  tables,  and  the  City  water  supply  was  extended  to . 
the  grove.  The  adjacent  open  meadow  affords  ample 
scope  for  every  kind  of  athletic  sport,  for  which  there  is 
no  room  elsewhere  in  the  Park,  and  the  distance  of  the 
grove  from  the  water  makes  it  a  safer  resort  for  excur- 
sion parties  of  children.  But  comparatively  few  persons 
availed  themselves  of  these  accommodations.  Still,  the 
advantages  of  this  route  to  the  "  Meadow  Park  "  are  so 
obvious  that  it  will,  no  doubt,  be  largely  used  when  the 
bcilities  of  the  "  Belt  Line  "  and  the  attractions  of  this 
section  of  the  Park  become  better  known. 

During  the  latter  half  of  the  season  the  Police  super- 
vision of  the  Parks  was  much  better  than  in  former 
years.  On  the  loth  of  July  the  Board  of  Police  Com- 
missioners appointed  seven  special  Policemen  for  service 
in  the  Parks.  Six  of  these  were  on  duty  for  two 
months  and  one  for  four  months.  Besides  these,  the 
Police  Board  detailed,  as  in  former  years,  one  patrolman 
to  Prospect  Place  and  one  to  the  Parade  House.while  the 


Park,  u  formerly,  was  a  part  of  the  regular  beat  of  the 
mounted  patrol  of  the  Sixth  Precinct.  Though  from  two 
to  three  months  in  which  efficient  Police  surveillance  is 
especially-  necessary  had  passed  before  these  men  were 
ai^xiiated,  yet  their  service  thenceforward  till  the  close  of 
the  season  was  of  great  value  in  the  protection  of  Park 
proper^,  the  prevention  of  wanton  and  thoughtless  petty 
trespasses,  and  in  the  more  strict  enforcement  of  orderly 
behavior  among  visitors. 

The  average  number  of  men  employed  daily  during 
the  year,  exclusive  of  contract  work,  was,  in  each  month, 
as  follows:  In  January,  12 ;  February,  5  ;  March.  6; 
April,  32;  May,  42;  June,  55;  July,  60;  August,  75  ; 
September,  8$;  October,  8$;  November,  50;  Decem- 
ber, 5. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Wu.  McMillan, 

Suptr%nUnd*nt. 


HNANCIAL  STATEMENT,  1884. 


Abstract  of  Receipts  and   Expenditures. 
Improvement  Fund. 
RectipU. 
Salance  in  Treasury  December  31, 

i88a $1,676  la 

Balance  in  hands  of  Secretary  and 

Treasurer $     93  9 ■ 

From  Buffalo  City  Cemetery 88  00 

From   Bird  avenue   Sewer  Tax  re- 
funded        3,461  1 5 

From  Rents,  Sale  of  Hay,  etc 3,389  4^ 

•4,93»  54 
Less  amount  in  hands  of  Secretary 

and  Treasurer 49  13    41883  41 

$6,559  S3 
Expendttur€i. 

For  Labor  and    Material  on    Boat 

House,  etc $4,373  96 

For  Stone  Flagging 189  15 

For  Gravel 980  60 

For  Tools,  etc 137  44 

For  Cast  iron  Water  Pipe 684  78  $6,466  03 

Balance  in  Treasury $93  50 


34 
Maintbmance  Fund. 
Rtceifts. 
by  Common  Council.  ^43,300  oo 

Expenditures. 

[ncluding     Special 
$'3,393  99 

6,854  59 

3.000  00 

d  Implements 1,683  00 

Repairs 671  95 

ind   Fertilizers 14*55 

134  00 


Burial  Lot 483  25 

and   Care   of    Ani- 

393  6a 

and   Stationery 10815 

tnts  and  Seeds 515  57 

ise  Addition >Ot377  01 

o  Buildings,  Paint- 

3,046  93 

illy  at  the  Bank. . .  900  00 
;ion,  Street  Paving. 

1.334  77 

[penses '^  79 

as,  etc to3  80 

eous 61  34    $43,999  24 

General  Fund 76 
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COMMISSIONERS. 


His  Honor  THE  MAYOR,  Ex-officie. 
BRONSON   C.  RUMSEY,        WILLIAM  HENGERER, 
GEORGE  URBAN,  JAMES  R.  SMITH, 

BRITAIN  HOLMES,  t.™.  «pi«  May  ,..,  ,(iw. 


SHERMAN  S.  JEWETT, 
AUGUSTUS  FUCHS, 
JOHN  F.  MOULTON, 


EDWARD   BENNETT, 
PAUL  GOEMBEL, 


MICHAEL  NELLANY, 
•SOLOMON  SCHEU, 
JAMES  ASH, 


JOHN  C.  GRAVES, 
JAMES  MOONEY, 


President. 
SHERMAN  S.  JEWETT. 


Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
WILLIAM  F.  ROGERS. 


Super intendetit. 

WILLIAM  McMillan. 
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STANDING   COMMITTEES. 


Executive  Committee. 

S.  S.  JEWETT,  President. 
WILLIAM  HENGERER,         JAMES  R.  SMITH, 
GEORGE  URBAN,  PAUL  GOEMBEL. 


Committee  on  Grounds  and  Roads. 

EDWARD  BENNETT,  BRONSON  C.  RUMSEY, 

JOHN  C.  GRAVES,  SOLOMON  SCHEU, 

JAMES  MOONEY. 


Committee  on  Buildings. 

BRITAIN  HOLMES,  AUGUSTUS  FUCHS, 

JOHN  F.  MOULTGN,  MICHAEL  NELUNY, 

JAMES  ASH. 
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Auditing  Committee. 

MICHAEL  NELLANY,  JAMES  R.  SMITH, 

AUGUSTUS  FUCHS. 
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PARK  COMMISSIONERS'    REPORT. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council  of  the 

City  of  Buffalo : 

The  Park  Commissioners  respectfully  submit 
their  annual  report  as  required  by  law. 

The  amount  appropriated  for  Park  Mainte- 
nance in  the  year  1884  was  $62,000.  The 
expenditures  during    the   year  were  $61,999.89. 

On  the  first  of  January,  1884,  the  balance  in 
the  city  treasury  to  the  credit  of  the  Improve- 
ment Fund  was  ninety-three  dollars  and  fifty 
cents.  The  receipts  during  the  year  from  rents, 
sales  of  hay,  and  other  sources  were  $4,222.21, 
making  a  total  of  $4,315.71.  There  has  been 
no  expenditure  from  this  fund  during  the  year. 

An  abstract  of  receipts  and  expenditures  and 
a  statement  of  expenditures  in  detail  accompany 
this  report. 

The  amount  appropriated  for  Park  Mainte- 
mance  last  year  was  nearly  one-third  larger  than 
in  1883,  but  the  sum  required  for  the  ordinary 
maintenance  of  the  grounds  was  about  the  same 
as  in  that  year.  The  balance  was  expended  for 
several    new  improvements,  including    the  pay- 


ment  of  local  assessments,  amounting  to  over 
$1  i,ooo,  for  work  done  by  the  city  in  1883.  The 
chief  items  of  this  tax  were  $9,532.50,  for  the 
paving  with  asphalt  of  Front  avenue  opposite 
the  Front,  and  $1,198.98  for  the  repairing  of 
Best  street  opposite  the  Parade.  These  assess- 
ments should  have  been  paid  in  1883,  and  thus 
a  considerable  extra  charge  for  accrued  interest 
might  have  been  saved.  But  at  the  date  when 
the  Park  estimates  for  1883  were  prepared,  this 
Board  had  no  knowledge  that  such  work  would 
be  ordered,  and  therefore  could  not,  in  advance, 
provide  for  paying  these  assessments  as  soon  as 
due. 

For  information  in  regard  to  the  details  of 
the  work  done  during  the  past  year,  and  the 
present  condition  of  the  several  parks  and 
approaches,  we  refer  you  to  the  Superintendent's 
annual  report  hereto  annexed. 

The  Front  and  Fort  Porter. 

The  most  notable  improvement  during  the 
year  is  the  opening  of  a  new  route  for  the  park 
travel  of  the  Front  through  a  portion  of  the 
grounds  of  Fort  Porter. 

In  1870,  before  the  work  of  improving  the 
Front  was  begun,  the  privilege  for  using  for 
park  purposes  a  portion  of  the  grounds  em- 
braced in  this  military  post  was  obtained  from 
the    U.  S.  Government  by  authority  of  a  joint 


7 
resolution    passed    by  Congress  and    approved 
July  1 1,  1870. 

In  accordance  with  this  resolution,  that  por- 
tion of  the  Fort  grounds  lying  between  Vermont 
and  Connecticut  streets  extended,  and  between 
the  line  of  Fourth  street  and  the  Erie  canal,  was 
virtually  added  to  the  Front,  and  included  in  the 
general  plan  of  improvement  adopted  for  this 
Park.  This  original  plan  also  provided  for  the 
main  drive  of  the  Front  being  continued 
through  Fort  Porter  along  the  crest  of  the 
bluff  to  the  small  circle  of  the  park  system 
named  "  The  Bank,"  situated  at  the  junction  of 
Front  avenue  and  Massachusetts  street.  But  as 
the  westerly  angle  of  the  fortification  extended 
across  the  line  of  the  proposed  drive,  it  could 
not  be  opened  without  permission  to  cut  through 
a  portion  of  the  works.  The  base  of  the  outer 
embankment  slope  extended  beyond  the  natural 
verge  of  the  bluff  to  within  forty  feet  of  the 
tracks  of  the  Niagara  Fails  branch  of  the  New 
York  Central  Railroad.  Thus  there  was  no  room 
to  pass  around  the  base  of  the  embankment 
As  a  temporary  expedient  permission  was  given 
by  the  Post  Commandant  to  visitors  in  vehicles 
to  drive  on  a  narrow  shelving  footpath  on  the 
top  of  the  rampart.  This  path  was  followed  to 
the  opposite  side  of  the  Fort,  and  thence  an 
exit  was  made  by  a  narrow,  roundabout  way 
through  the  private  headquarters  of  the  post. 


This  route  was  not  only  inconvenient,  but  also 
extremely  dangerous,  as  at  the  westerly  angle  of 
the  Fort  it  led  to  the  extreme  verge  of  a  high 
and  steep  bluff  with  a  railroad  at  the  foot. 

With  the  view  of  obtaining  a  safe,  commodi- 
ous and  convenient  route  for  a  public  drive 
through  the  grounds,  further  proposals  and 
plans  were  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War  in 
[88i,  as  stated  in  our  twelfth  annual  report 
The  negotiation  dragged  through  that  and  the 
two  following  years  without  much  progress 
being  made,  except  that  as  a  part  of  the  pro- 
posed arrangement  the  city  purchased  a  large 
lot  in  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery,  to  which  was 
transferred,  with  the  assent  of  the  federal  au- 
thorities, the  remains  In  the  burial-ground  of 
the  post,  which  occupied  a  part  of  the  line  of 
the  proposed  drive.  Finally,  in  March  last,  the 
Board  received  permission  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  remove  a  portion  of  the  westerly  angle 
of  the  revetment  wall,  and  to  construct  the  road 
in  accordance  with  the  general  design  of  the 
plans  submitted  to  him. 

In  July  the  work  was  commenced  and  pros- 
ecuted as  far  as  the  funds  available  for  the 
purpose  would  warrant  About  two  hundred 
lineal  feet  of  the  Fort  wall  was  taken  down, 
including  also  the  hot-shot  furnace  and  the 
traversing  foundations  for  eight  heavy  guns. 
The  embankment  was  cut  down  nine  feet  below 


the  level  of  the  parapet.  An  easy  grade  was 
thus  obtained  for  a  roadway  forty  feet  wide,  and 
also  for  a  sidewalk  border  twenty  feet  in  width, 
between  the  drive  and  the  verge  of  the  bluff. 
The  ragged  and  irregular  face  of  this  steep 
bank  was  also  graded  to  a  smooth  and  easy  slope. 

A  part  of  the  road  nearest  the  Front  has  not 
been  worked,  the  temporary  roadway  still  being 
in  use.  The  line  of  the  new  route  is  occupied 
by  several  small  buildings  not  worth  the  cost  of 
moving  to  another  site.  It  is  probable  that 
during  the  present  year  the  Government  will 
provide  for  the  erection  of  better  structures  in 
another  portion  of  the  grounds,  and  thus  clear 
the  way  for  the  further  prosecution  of  the  work. 

The  opening  of  this  road  adds  much  to  the 
value  of  the  Front  to  the  public.  It  not  only 
provides  an  additional  entrance  and  exit  to  and 
from  this  park,  but  it  commands  a  better  view 
of  both  lake  and  river  than  can  be  obtained 
from  the  "Terrace"  of  the  Front.  Its  elevation 
is  about  sixty  feet  above  the  level  of  the  lake, 
and  the  view  it  affords  extends  from  near  Grand 
Island  on  the  north  to  the  borders  of  Chautau- 
qua County  on  the  south.  As  soon  as  the  road 
was  opened  it  became  the  favorite  route  for  all 
travel  through  the  Front,  whether  on  foot  or  in 
vehicles.  No  permanent  pavement  or  proper 
footpath  has  yet  been  provided,  and  in  wet 
weather  both  road  and  path  are  soft  and  miry. 

I 
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The  large  amount  of  travel  passing  over  it 
makes  it  highly  desirable  that  this  work  should 
be  completed  the  coming  season. 

The  Park  Boat-house. 

The  work  of  enlarging  the  boat-house  at  the 
Park  Lake,  which  was  well  advanced  at  the 
date  of  the  last  report,  was  finished  in  April. 
During  the  season  the  additional  accommoda- 
tions it  provides  were  highly  appreciated  by  all 
who  used  the  house,  especially  the  visitors  to 
the  adjacent  picnic  grove.  A  shed  for  horses 
and  vehicles  is  much  needed  at  some  point 
convenient  to  the  drive  and  the  house.  In 
winter,  during  the  skating  season,  those  who 
visit  the  Park  in  vehicles  complain  of  the  want 
of  proper  shelter  for  their  horses  while  tied  up 
(often  for  hours),  while  the  party  is  out  on  the 
ice.  During  hot  days  in  summer  a  shed  would 
be  equally  useful,  as  the  horses  would  not  only 
be  tied  up  in  the  shade,  but  the  drive  would 
be  relieved  of  the  unsightly  obstruction  often 
caused  by  large  numbers  of  standing  vehicles. 

New    Gateway. 

In  response  to  a  petition  numerously  signed 
by  our  most  influential  citizens,  which  was  pre- 
sented last  winter  to  your  Honorable  Body,  and 
also  to  this  Board,  a  new  public  entrance  to  the 
Park  has  been  opened  on  the  north  side,  nearly 
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Inlet  Bridge. 

Stone  abutments  for  an  iron  truss  bridge 
for  foot  travel,  twelve  feet  wide  with  a  span 
of  seventy-two  feet,  have  been  built  in  the 
channel  of  Scajaquada  Creek  at  its  inlet  to  the 
Park  Lake.  A  contract  for  the  erection  of  the 
bridge  during  the  winter  has  been  made  with 
the  Union  Bridge  Company  of  this  city.  To 
protect  the  narrow  channel  of  the  creek  at  this 
point  from  damage  by  heavy  floods,  each  abut- 
ment wall  was  extended  from  the  location  of 
the  bridge  to  the  abutments  of  the  adjacent 
Delaware  avenue  bridge.  Including  the  abut- 
ments of  both  bridges  a  continuous  retaining 
wall  of  heavy  masonry  now  extends  on  each  side 
for  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
feet  through  the  most  contracted  portion  of  the 
channel. 

The  want  of  a  foot  bridge  at  this  point  has 
made  the  easterly  border  of  the  "  Water  Park" 
so  difficult  of  access  that  comparatively  few 
Park  visitors  ever  reach  this  section.  As  the 
soil  in  this  quarter  is  all  rich  muck,  the  young 
trees  and  shrubs  have  grown  much  faster  than 
anywhere  else  in  the  parks.  The  lake-margin 
walk  leading  through  it  affords  a  finely  shaded 
and  most  interesting  ramble,  which  could  not 
come  into  general  use  until  this  bridge  was 
built.     For  the  accommodation  of  pedestrians 
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making  the  circuit  of  the  "  North  Bay  "  a  similar 
bridge  is  needed  at  the  opposite  end  of  the  lake 
across   the  "  outlet "  at    the    waste  wier  of  the 
"  dam." 

The  Approaches. 

The  general  condition  of  Fillmore  and  Rich- 
mond avenues  is  very  unsatisfactory.  As  the 
amount  of  general  travel  and  heavy  traffic  pass- 
ing over  them  steadily  increases,  their  condition 
each  year  becomes  worse  than  before.  The 
necessity  for  the  immediate  paving  of  these 
avenues  has  been  fully  shown  in  former  reports. 
Further  delay  will  not  only  cause  great  incon- 
venience to  all  park  travel  and  general  traffic 
over  them,  but  will  also  be  a  great  injustice  to 
abutting  property  owners,  many  of  whom  are 
desirous  that  these  avenues  should  at  once  be 
paved,  and  are  willing  to  pay  their  fair  share  of 
the  cost.  This  Board  has  no  money  for  such 
work,  nor  has  it  the  authority  to  raise  the 
amount  necessary  to  prosecute  it.  The  Park 
Acts  provide  that  property  in  the  vicinity  shall 
be  assessed  for  half  the  cost  of  all  the  work 
heretofore  done  with  the  moneys  of  the  "  Im- 
provement Fund."  This  fund  is  practically 
exhausted.'and  extensive  improvements  of  this 
character  cannot  properly  be  provided  for  from 
the  "  Maintenance  F'und."  If  this  were  done 
the   whole     cost    would    be   a   charge   on    the 


1 


i 


General  Fund,  contrary  to  the  evident  intention 
of  the  law.     But  this  whole  question  has  been 
fully   discussed    in    previous    reports,   and    the 
argument  need  not  here  be  repeated, 
j  Two  years  ago  the  draft  of  an  Act  was  pre- 

,  pared    intended    to  remedy  the    defects  of  the 


H  present  law,  and  provide  for  the  prosecution  of 

||       *  further  improvements  on  the  roadways  of  the 

;!        j  approaches   by  assessing  half  the   cost  on  the 

^  abutting  property,  in  accordance  with  the  true 

;j  interpretation  of  the  original  Act.     It   was  ap- 

fl        t  proved  by  your  Honorable  Body,  submitted  to 

i 

;  the  Legislature,  and    passed   both   houses,  but 

i  failed    to  receive  the  Governor's  signature.    It 

was  again  passed  by  the  last  Legislature  only  to 
meet  the  same  fate.  We  urge  that  it  be  once 
more  presented  to  the  Legislature,  either  as  a 
special  Act,  or  that  it  be  embodied  in  the  pro- 
visions of  the  New  Charter  which  the  Charter 
Commission  is  now  preparing.  No  further 
improvement  of  any  consequence  can  be  made 
on  any  park  approach  until  the  requisite  legisla- 
tion shall  be  provided. 


Additional  Park  Lands. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  two 
Acts  were  passed  providing  for  the  acquisition 
by  the  city  of  additional  lands  for  park  purposes. 
One  of  these,  chapter  159,  of  the  Laws  of  1884. 
passed    April    17th,   authorizes    the    taking  by 
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public  appraisal,  *'  as  additions  to  the  public 
parks  of  the  City  of  Buffalo,  all  the  lands 
lying  between  Lake  Erie  and  the  Erie  Canal 
lands,  and  between  the  easterly  bounds  of 
Pennsylvania  street  and  the  westerly  bounds  of 
Connecticut  street  extended,  except  the  strip  of 
land  owned  and  occupied  by  the  New  York 
Central  &  Hudson  River  Railroad  Company/' 
Under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  commissioners 
to  appraise  the  lands  on  the  "  Lake  Beach"  have 
been  appointed  and  are  now  engaged  in  hearing 
testimony.  When  their  report  has  been  filed  in 
the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Superior  Court  of 
Buffalo,  and  duly  confirmed  by  said  Court,  the 
Mayor  and  Comptroller  are  authorized  to  issue 
the  bonds  of  the  City  to  such  an  amount,  not 
exceeding  $100,000,  as  shall  be  necessary  to  pay 
for  the  lands  so  taken,  and  to  improve  the  same. 
The  other  Act,  chapter  173,  passed  April  21st, 
provides  in  like  manner  for  the  condemnation  of 
"  a  tract  of  land  to  contain  not  more  than  twenty 
acres,  or  so  much  thereof  as  can  be  obtained  for 
a  sum  not  exceeding  thirty  thousand  dollars. 
Such  parcel  of  land  to  be  adjacent  to  the  Park, 
to  be  situated  easterly  of  Lincoln  parkway, 
westerly  of  Delaware  avenue  and  northerly  of 
Forest  avenue.*'  Only  the  preliminary  steps 
have  been  taken  as  yet  under  this  Act.  On  the 
1st  of  August  a  map  of  the  lands  proposed  to 
be   taken,  embracing   an  area  of  about    twelve 


:s,  was  filed  by  this  Board,  as. required  by 
law,  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  County 
irie,  and  a  duplicate  of  said  map  was  filed  In 
office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  City  of  Buffalo, 
the  rst  of  September  your  Honorable  Body 
>ed  a  resolution  giving  official  "  notice  of 
ntion "  to  acquire  the  lands  shown  on  the 
»,  and  such  notice  was  duly  advertised.  On 
.  loth  of  November  a  resolution  giving 
tice  of  determination  "  was  offered  and  re- 
:d  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Grounds, 
further  action  seems  to  have  been  taken  in 
premises,  but  we  indulge  the  hope  that  your 
lorable  Body  will  see  the  propriety  of  com- 
ing the  proceedings  for  acquiring  this  piece 
and  without  unnecessary  delay, 
he  reasons  that  seem  to  us  to  make  it  desir- 
:  that  the  City  should  secure  for  park  pur- 
;s  both  of  these  small  parcels  of  land  were 
'  stated  in  our  last  annual  report,  to  which 
again  respectfully  call  your  attention.  The 
intages  to  be  gained  by  the  City  in  the  near 
re  by  possession  of  these  lands  we  believe 
>e  of  great  importance.  Perhaps  the  only 
ction  to  their  purchase  is  the  seemingly  high 
e  at  which  they  are  now  held,  owing  to  the 
nt  rapid  rise  in  the  value  of  real  estate  in 
e  sections  of  the  city.  But  we  think  their 
e  for  park  purposes  is  now  fully  understood 
lur  citizens,  and  that  they  are  ready  to  sane- 
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tion  their  acquisition  at  a  just  and  fair  valuation. 
Both  Acts  provide  for  the  appointment  by  the 
courts  of  a  competent  and  impartial  Commission 
to  ascertain  the  true  value  of  the  lands  to  be 
taken.  We  feel  confident  that  by  this  method 
an  equitable  award  will  in  each  case  be  made 
which  will  be  satisfactory  both  to  the  owners 
and  to  the  City. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  S.  Jewett,  President. 
Jonathan  Scoville. 
James  Ash. 
Edward  Bennett. 
August  Fuchs. 
Paul  Goembel. 
John  C.  Graves. 
William  Hengerer. 
Britain  Holmes. 
James  Mooney. 
John  F.  Moulton. 
Michael  Nellanv. 
Bronson  C.  Rumsey. 
Solomon  Scheu. 
James  R.  Smith. 
George  Urban. 

Buffalo,  January  6,  1885. 
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SUPERINTENDENTS   REPORT. 


*♦• 


Park  Farmstead,  January  5,  1885. 

To  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners: 

I    respectfully  submit   the   annual    report  of 
work  done  in  the  year  1884  on  the  Parks  and 
I'  their  Approaches,  together  with  a  general  state- 

ment of  their  present  condition. 


General  Maintenance. 

Throughout  the  year  no  exceptional  conditions 
have  existed,  such  as  occasionally  result  from 
unusual  heat  or  cold,  excessive  drouth  or  de- 
structive rain-storms.  The  nature  and  amount 
of  the  labor  performed  in  the  care  and  keeping 
of  the  grounds  and  structures,  have  differed  but 
little  from  the  customary  work  of  former  years. 

In  the  spring,  after  the  usual  pruning  had  been 
done,  about  1,000  young  trees  and  shrubs  were 
set  out  in  various  portions  of  the  several  parks. 
In  May  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter  of  the  Park 
drive  was  dressed  with  about  1,500  cubic  yards 
of  gravel.  The  section  thus  repaired  extends 
from  near  the  Lincoln  parkway  entrance  to  near 
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the  north  meadow  entrance.  In  October  a  sim- 
ilar repair  was  made  on  Lincoln,  Chapin  and 
Bidwell  parkways,  and  also  on  portions  of  Fill- 
more and  Porter  avenues.  On  these  several 
approaches  altogether  about  i,8oo  cubic  yards 
of  gravel  were  used.  With  the  exception  of 
these  extensive  road  repairs,  the  maintenance 
work  of  the  year  was  the  usual  routine  labor 
requisite  in  the  ordinary  care  of  the  grounds 
and  buildings. 

New   Improvements. 

But  in  addition  to  the  usual  maintenance 
work  several  important  new  improvement?  have 
been  made.  The  most  notable  of  these  are  the 
opening  of  a  new  route  for  park  travel  at  the 
Front  through  a  portion  of  the  grounds  of  Fort 
Porter,  the  laying  of  flagstone  walks  on  the 
Circle,  the  construction  on  the  Park  of  about 
2400  lineal  feet  of  new  footpath,  and  of  a  short 
branch  drive  to  a  new  entrance  on  the  north 
side,  and  the  building  of  massive  retaining  walls 
to  protect  the  banks  of  the  creek  at  its  narrow 
inlet  to  the  Park  Lake. 

.  BOAT-HOUSE. 

Among  the  improvements  of  the  year  may 
also  be  noted  the  completion  of  the  work  of 
enlarging  and  remodeling  the  Park  Boat-house. 
This  work  was   in  progress  at  the  date  of  the 


last  annual  report,  in  which  is  given  a  full  de- 
scription of  the  design  and  extent  of  the  changes 
which  were  then  being  made.  The  first  story  of 
the  new  portion  of  the  house,  designed  chiefly 
for  winter  use  during  the  skating  season,  was 
open  to  the  public  as  long  as  the  ice  lasted,  and 
was  a  great  convenience  to  all  who  took  part  in 
this  popular  winter  sport.  The  other  portions 
of  the  house  were  not  entirely  finished  until 
near  the  ist  of  May.  The  general  restaurant 
for  summer  use  is  in  the  upper  story,  which, 
being  nearly  on  a  level  with  the  picnic  grove  in 
the  rear,  is  readily  accessible  without  any  stair- 
climbing.  The  ample  accommodations  which 
the  house  as  now  enlarged  affords,  have  though- 
out  the  past  season  been  highly  appreciated  by 
the  general  public 

New  Walks. 
In  the  spring  the  grounds  in  the  rear  of  the 
house  and  the  footpaths  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  were  graded  to  conform  to  the  altered 
position  of  the  house.  A  new  walk,  twelve  feet 
wide  and  one  hundred  feet  long,  was  opened 
from  the  south  end  of  the  house  to  the  main 
carriage  drive.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the 
drive  a  virtual  continuation  of  this  walk  was 
opened,  which  leads  through  the  nurser)' 
grounds  to  the  south  end  of  the  lake  "  Dam,"  a 
total  distance  of  i,ioo  feet.     On  the  north  side 
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of  the  "  North  Bay,"  along  the  base  of  the  semi- 
circular "  Brae  "  which  encloses  it,  a  similar  walk, 
1,200  feet  in  length  and  ten  feet  wide,  has  been 
constructed.  Owing  to  the  steepness  of  the 
slope  across  the  line  of  this  walk,  much  earth 
filling  was  required  to  bring  the  lower  border  of 
the  path  up  to  grade.  These  new  walks  have  a 
stone  substructure  with  gravel  finish,  the  total 
depth  of  material  being  about  fifteen  inches. 
Their  construction  involved  considerable  altera- 
tion in  the  grade  of  the  grounds  along  their 
borders,  rendering  re-seeding  or  sodding  neces- 
sary, and  corresponding  changes  in  the  bordering 
plantations. 

New  Entrance. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  Park,  opposite  the 
"  North  Bluff  Concourse,"  a  new  entrance  has 
been  established,  to  accommodate  the  residents 
of  North  Buffalo  and  of  the  section  of  territory 
between  it  and  Delaware  avenue.  From  this 
entrance  to  the  main  drive  of  the  Park,  a  distance 
of  ohly  one  hundred  and  sixty  feet,  a  permanent 
macadam  roadway  forty  feet  wide,  with  paved 
gutters  and  adequate  sewerage,  has  been  built. 
The  location,  width  and  grade  have  been  estab- 
lished to  conform  to  the  proposed  plan  of  the 
roadway  of  the  main  approach  to  this  entrance, 
as  designed  in  the  street  plan  for  the  whole 
district  immediately  adjacent  to  the  Park  along 
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its  north  and  east  boundary,  which  on  recent 
maps  of  the  city  is  designated  "  The  Parkside." 
As  yet,  however,  no  provision  has  been  made 
for  the  opening  of  this  main  approach  as 
planned ;  and  consequently  all  park  travel  to 
and  from  this  section  of  the  city  must,  in  the 

I  mean    time,   follow   a   temporary   route,   newly 

opened,  along  the  boundary  line  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Park,  between  this  new  entrance  and 

i<  Delaware  avenue. 

T 

\  '  Amherst  Street. 

;  That  portion  of  Amherst  street  which  skirts 

the  north  boundary  of  the  "  Meadow  Park,"  is 
in  very  bad  condition.  As  it  is  the  only  public 
road  leading  westerly  from  Main  street  between 
Delavan  avenue  and  the  "  City  Line,"  a  distance 
of  over  two  miles,  it  is  an  important  thorough- 
fare. In  its  present  condition  there  is  a  constant 
temptation  to  all  traffic  between  Buffalo  Plains 
and  North  Buffalo  to  seek  a  route  through  the 
Park  contrary  to  the  Park  regulations.  Between 
Delaware  avenue  and  Colvin  street  the  abutting 
property  owners  are  desirous  of  a  permanent 
pavement. 

Delaware  Avenue. 

The  macadam  roadway  of  that  portion  of 
Delaware  avenue  between  the  creek  and  the 
north   boundary  of  the  Cemetery,  a  distance  of 
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1,640  feet,  had  during  the  year  become  badly 
worn  down  and  rutted.  It  has  been  repaired 
with  a  thick  layer  of  broken  stone,  consuming 
in  all  365  cubic  yards.  Half  the  cost  of  the 
work  was  borne  by  the  Cemetery  Trustees,  the 
stone  used  having  been  furnished  from  the 
Cemetery  quarry  and  broken  by  their  new  steam 
stone-crushing  machine.  As  the  stone  is  all 
flint  rock  and  broken  very  fine,  it  will  make  a 
cleaner  and  firmer  road  surface  than  gravel.  As 
good  gravel  is  becoming  scarce  and  costly,  I 
believe  that  finely-crushed  stone  can  be  fur- 
nished to  any  of  the  Park  drives  at  less  cost 
than  gravel,  and  that  if  at  once  thoroughly  com- 
pacted with  a  heavy  steam  roller  it  will  make  as 
smooth  a  surface  and  be  more  durable. 

New  Foot  Bridge. 

At  the  point  where  the  creek  enters  the  Park 
from  the  Cemetery  its  channel  is  much  con- 
tracted. Both  shores  being  composed  solely  of 
soft  muck,  the  floods  of  every  spring  freshet  and 
heavy  rain-storm  more  or  less  damaged  its 
banks.  In  building  the  stone  abutments  for  an 
iron-truss  foot  bridge,  designed  to  cross  the 
creek  on  the  line  of  the  path  which  here  skirts 
the  easterly  margin  of  the  Park  Lake,  within 
fifty  feet  of  Delaware  avenue,  the  walls  were 
extended  from  the  position  of  the  foot  bridge  to 
the  abutments  of  the   Delaware  avenue  bridge. 
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There  is  now  on  each  side  a  continuous  wall. 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  feet  in  length, 
through  the  most  contracted  portion  of  the 
channel. 

These  retaining  walls  are  built  on  a  strong 
concrete  foundation  with  heavy  blocks  of  dressed 
stone  from  the  Park  quarry,  the  masonry  being 
all  rocked-faced  "ashlar"  in  regular  courses.  The 
walls  average  three  and  a  half  feet  in  thickness, 
and  are  twelve  feet  in  height  from  bottom  of 
concrete  to  top  of  coping.  The  coping  is  four 
feet  above  the  summer  level  of  the  Lake — the 
level  of  the  adjacent  street  bridge.  The  width 
of  channel  under  the  foot  bridge  is  sixty  feet, 
while  on  the  skew  line  of  the  proposed  bridge 
the  width  of  span  is  seventy-two  feet.  The  iron 
work  of  the  bridge  is  under  contract,  the  struct- 
ure to  be  finished  in  February. 

The  floor  beams  and  floor  of  the  Delaware 
avenue  bridge  are  much  decayed,  and  should  be 
entirely  renewed  at  an  early  day.  The  large 
stone  arch  which  carries  the  Park  drive  over 
this  avenue  needs  pointing  between  the  joints 
of  the  masonry. 

Fort  Porter. 

In  July  the  work  of  opening  a  public  drive 
through  a  part  of  the  grounds  of  Fort  Porter 
was  begun,  and  continued  through  August  The 
route  leads  from  the  small  circle  named  "The 
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Bank,"  at  the  junction  of  Front  avenue  and 
Massachusetts  street,  along  the  top  of  the  bluff 
to  the  northerly  termination  of  the  correspond- 
ing drive  in  the  Front.  As  it  passed  through 
the  westerly  angle  of  the  old-fashioned  fortifica- 
tion, it  was  necessary  to  demolish  a  portion  of 
the  works.  One  hundred  and  thirty-five  lineal 
feet  of  the  outer  parapet  wall  on  the  north  side 
was  torn  down,  and  also  sixty-five  feet  of  the 
wall  on  the  west  side  of  the  Fort.  The  concrete 
foundation  and  masonry  for  eight  barbette  guns 
and  the  hot-shot  furnace  were  also  removed. 
To  obtain  an  easy  grade  for  the  drive  the 
exterior  embankment  slope  was  cut  down  about 
nine  feet  below  the  parapet. 

The  new  roadway  is  worked  only  to  sub-grade, 
the  travel  being  on  the  clay  road-bed  until  the 
drive  shall  be  paved.  The  length  of  the  portion 
opened  is  about  1,300  feet  and  the  width  forty 
feet.  Between  the  west  curb  line  and  the  edge 
of  the  bluff  a  sidewalk  border  twenty  feet  wide 
has  been  formed  by  filling  up  several  deep 
gullies  which  disfigured  the  face  of  the  bank. 
All  the  earth  excavated  from  the  Fort  embank- 
ment and  elsewhere  in  grading  the  drive  was 
used  in  filling  up  this  border  and  in  shaping  the 
face  of  the  bank  with  a  uniform  slope  of  nearly 
"  two  to  one  "  from  top  to  bottom.  The  tracks 
of  the  Niagara  Falls  branch  of  the  N.  Y.  C.  R. 
R.,  which  skirt  the  base  of  the  bluff,  are  forty 
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feet  below  the  level  of  the  summit  of  the  drive 
As  the  center  line  of  the  drive  is  forty  feet  from 
the  edge  of  the  bank,  and  at  a  mean  distance  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  from  the  railroad, 
all  passing  trains  are  out  of  sight  behind  the 
bank  and  so  far  below  the  drive  that  the  sound 
is  much  deadened.  I  therefore  think  that  there 
is  no  risk  of  horses  becoming  frightened  by 
passing  trains,  and  that  no  wall  or  fence  on  ihe 
crest  of  the  bluff  is  necessary  as  a  provision 
against  danger. 

As  soon  as  the  road  was  opened  it  became  a 
very  popular  public  drive,  and  the  sidewalk 
border  was  at  once  an  equally  favorite  prom- 
enade for  pedestrians.  As  the  location  is  almost 
on  the  brink  of  the  river,  and  at  an  elevation  of 
sixty  feet  above  the  water,  it  affords  an  interest- 
ing view  of  Niagara  as  far  down  as  Grand 
Island,  while  in  the  opposite  direction  a  most 
extensive  prospect  of  Lake  Erie  and  the  Catta- 
raugus hills  is  presented.  The  height  above  the 
water  is  nearly  one-third  greater  than  on  the 
"  Terrace "  of  the  Front,  while  it  commands  a 
much  longer  stretch  of  the  river  and  the  Cana- 
dian Frontier.  The  acquisition  of  this  strip  of 
the  Fort  grounds  for  park  purposes  is  a  valuable 
addition  to  the  Front,  not  only  for  the  magnifi- 
cent view  which  it  affords,  but  also  for  the 
additional  entrance  and  outlet  to  and  from  the 
Front  which  it  so  admirably  provides. 
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Trunk  Sewer. 

During  the  summer  that  portion  of  the 
"  Trunk*  Sewer"  was  built  which  crosses  the 
Front  below  the  bluff.  During  the  progress  of 
the  work  some  unavoidable  damage  was  done  to 
the  trees  and  shrubbery  in  the  vicinity,  and  all 
the  turf  on  the  "  lower  green "  was  destroyed. 
The  constant  smoke  from  the  engines  employed 
on  the  work  was  a  great  annoyance  in  a  public 
pleasure  ground,  and  the  large  amount  of  heavy 
blasting  necessary  made  the  Front  a  rather 
dangerous  resort  all  through  the  summer,  but 
fortunately  there  was  no  serious  accident  to  any 
park  visitor.  Much  credit  for  this  is  due  to  the 
faithful  services  of  Mr.  John  Lee,  the  patrolman, 
detailed  by  the  Police  Department  for  special 
service  on  the  Front.  Three  other  policemen 
were  at  about  the  same  time  detailed  for  service 
on  the  Park,  the  Parade  and  Pnospect  Place 
respectively.  They  served  from  three  fo  four 
months.  * 

Prospect  Place. 

A  small  ornamental  drinking  fountain  has 
been  erected  in  the  center  of  the  east  square  of 
Prospect  Place.  It  has  been  a  great  convenience 
to  the  large  numbers  of  children  who  frequent 
this  finely-shaded  Place  during  the  summer 
months.      There    is    daily   a    large   amount   of 
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through  travel  on  the  line  of  the  diagonal  foot- 
paths of  this  Place.  In  wet  weather  they  become 
soft  and  muddy,  and  consequently  beaten  tracks 
are  formed  in  the  grass  borders  of  the  walks 
which  disfigure  the  appearance  of  the  grounds. 
To  prevent  this  these  walks  should  be  recon- 
structed with  stone  flagging  or  asphalt. 

The  Circle. 

On  the  "  Circle  "  blue-stone  flags  five  feet  wide 
were  laid  on  the  outer  half  of  the  ten-feet-wide 
gravel  walks  crossing  the  place,  and  also  on  the 
east  sidewalk  of  Fourteenth  street,  from  Porter 
avenue  to  Pennsylvania  street.  The  quantity 
laid  is  about  i2,ocx3  square  feet.  The  street 
railroad  track  still  occupies  a  portion  of  the 
footpath  at  the  junction  of  Wadsworth  and 
Pennsylvania  streets.  A  change  of  plan  at  this 
point  was  arranged  with  the  company,  and  the 
alterations  were  intended  to  be  made  the  past 
season,  but  a  pressure  of  work  extending  the 
tracks  in  other  parts  of  the  city  prevented. 

Richmond  Avenue. 

Richmond  avenue,  as  for  several  years  back, 
has  been  ip  a  soft  and  muddy  condition  when- 
ever the  weather  was  wet.  For  a  short  time  in 
the  spring,  just  after  the  frost  had  thawed  out  of 
the  road-bed,  it  was  in  some  places  entirely 
impassable,  owing  to   the  spong)'  and  spring}' 
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condition  of  a  quicksand  bottom.  In  June  the 
whole  roadway  was  well  rounded  up  and  gutters 
opened.  Since  then  the  road  has  remained  in 
fair  condition,  as  the  weather  has  been  compara- 
tively dry  until  the  winter's  frost  hardened  the 

ground. 

* 

During  the  summer  a  sewer  was  built  by  the 
city  in  the  west  sidewalk  border  from  Ferry 
street  to  Auburn  avenue,  and  another  in  the  east 
border,  between  Ferry  and  Butler  streets.  A 
permanent  pavement,  as  soon  as  possible,  is  an 
absolute  necessity  on  this  avenue.  The  city  on 
each  side  of  it  is  being  rapidly  built  up,  and 
nearly  all  the  streets  intersecting  it  are  already 
paved.  The  travel  on  these  paved  streets  is  at 
times,  to  some  extent,  obstructed  by  the  diffi- 
culty of  even  crossing  the  avenue. 

Soldiers*  Place. 

On  Soldiers'  Place  the  area  added  the  previous 
year  to  the  planting  space  was  graded,  manured, 
planted  and  sown  with  grass  seed.  I  think  the 
circular  grass  plot  still  left  in  the  center  of  this 
Place  should  be  reduced  in  size,  as  on  two  sides 
the  drive  surrounding  it  is  too  narrow  to  give 
sufficient  scope  to  vehicles  in  passing.  The 
Board  of  Water  Commissioners  has  extended 
the  water  supply  in  Chapin  Parkway  by  laying  a 
six-inch  pipe  in  the  west  border  from  Soldiers' 
Place  to  Delavan  avenue.     Through  the  south 
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border  of  Chapin  Place  a  sewer  has  been  built 
by  the  city  from  Bouck  avenue  to  Delaware 
avenue. 

Hum  boldt    Parkway. 

On  Humboldt  Parkway  the  amount  of  light 
trafific,  apart  from  pleasure  travel,  which  passes 
over  the  section  between  Delavan  avenue  and 
the  Parade  is  quite  large.  The  gravel  drive  on 
this  portion  is  now  much  worn  down,  although 
1 25  loads  of  stone  chips  and  gravel  were  used 
in  repairing  it  during  the  season.  Those  drives 
of  the  Parkway  with  a  clay  road-bed,  without 
any  stone  or  gravel,  were  well  rounded  up  in 
June,  and  remained  in  good  order  till  the  close 
of  pleasure  travel  in  November. 

On  several  sections  of  this  Parkway,  the  soil 
in  the  grass  belts  or  planting  spaces  is  solely 
stiff  clay,  or  with  very  little  surface  loam.  In 
such  places  the  young  maple  trees,  planted  seven 
years  ago,  are  already  becoming  stunted  for  want 
of  sufficient  nourishment.  From  Ferry  street 
to  the  creek  on  the  side  next  the  Race  Course, 
the  soil  is  not  only  scant  and  sterile,  but  the 
subsoil  is  very  wet  in  the  spring.  This  section 
requires  drainage,  and  to  secure  a  more  vigorous 
growth  to  trees  and  turf,  all  the  more  sterile 
portions  on  the  Parkway  need  to  be  fertilized 
with  manure,  and  with  large  quantities  of  muck 
or   loam,   if  such    can    be  obtained.     On   some 
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places  also  on  the  "  West  Side  "  approaches,  the 
elm  trees  are  beginning  to  suffer  from  the  ster- 
ility of  the  soil,  and  the  impenetrable  condition 
of  the  subsoil,  and  need  similar  treatment. 

The   Parade. 

At  the  Parade  the  only  work  done  was  the 
proper  maintenance  of  the  grounds  and  build- 
ings. In  May  the  House  received  a  general 
repair,  and  was  all  repainted  inside  and  out. 
The  adjacent  stables  and  sheds  were  also  in- 
cluded in  this  work.  In  November  the  heating 
apparatus  of  the  House  was  overhauled,  the 
large  boilers  receiving  an  entire  new  set  of  flues. 

During  the  summer  the  water  supply  and  the 
sewerage  system  of  the  city  were  extended 
across  the  Parade  in  a  direct  line  from  Fillmore 
avenue  to  Avenue  "  A."  This  was  done  at  the 
private  expense  of  the  owner  of  the  lands  adja- 
cent to  the  Parade  on  the  north  side.  The  water 
pipe  is  four  inches  in  diameter,  and  the  sewer 
pipe  twefve  inches.  Where  the  water  pipe 
crosses  the  north  drive  a  short  branch  pipe  and 
hydrant  have  been  connected  with  it  for  the  use 
of  the  Parade  sprinkling  wagon.  Near  the  same 
place  a  portion  of  the  drainage  system  of  the 
Parade  now  discharges  into  the  new  sewer. 
From  Avenue  "  A  "  easterly  the  street  bounding, 
the  Parade  is  in  an  almost  impassable  condition, 
and  Hermann  street,  along  the  west  boundary, 
is  very  soft  during  wet  weather. 
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Fillmore   Avenue. 

The  general  condition  of  Fillmore  Avenue 
remains  very  unsatisfactory.  The  temporary 
macadam  roadway  has  neither  depth  of  stone 
nor  breadth  of  way  sufficient  for  the  large 
amount  of  heavy  traffic  which  is  constantly 
passing  over  it. 

At  various  times  during  the  year  slight  re- 
pairs have  been  made  with  stone  chips  and 
gravel.  About  lOO  loads  of  each  have  been 
used,  chiefly  in  the  section  between  •  Broadway 
and  William  street.  On  this  important  avenue 
a  permanent  pavement  is  necessary,  and  it  ought 
to  be  made  suitable  to  the  proper  accommoda- 
tion of  the  heaviest  traffic,  as  little  or  no  park 
or  pleasure  travel  passes  over  it 

This  avenue,  is  being  rapidly  built  up,  and 
many  of  the  structures  are  stores,  saloons  and 
business  establishments.  In  the  immediate  vicin- 
ity of  these  no  green  turf  can  be  preserved  on 
the  sidewalk  borders,  and  much  damage  besides 
is  done  every  year  to  the  young  trees  by  horses 
gnawing  off  the  bark,  and  from  many  other 
casualties.  Among  the  residents  generally  but 
little  active  public  sentiment  is  manifested  in 
favor  of  the  protection  of  either  trees  or  grass. 
In  the  absence  of  cordial  co-operation  by  the 
owners  or  occupants  of  abutting  property,  I  find 
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it  impossible  to  preserve  properly  any  features 
of  park  embellishment  on  this  so-called  "  Park 
Approach." 

Labor    Force. 

The  average  number  of  men  employed  daily 
during  the  year,  exclusive  of  contract  work,  was 
in  each  month  as  follows  :  In  January,  3  ;  Feb- 
ruary, 4  ;  March,  9  ;  April,  47  ;  May,  80  ;  June, 
82;  July,  105;  August,  82;  September,  65; 
October,  30;  November,  43;  December,  7. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

William  McMillan, 

Superintendent. 


FINANCIAL   STATEMENT,  1884.. 


Abstract    of    Receipts    and     Expenditures. 

Maintenance   Fund. 
Receipts. 

Appropriated  by  Common  Council. .  $62,000.00 

Exffenditures, 

For  labor $14,164.61 

For  teams 7>503  •  ^3 

For  salaries 3,000 .  00 

For  finishing  boat-house 6,893,50 

For  stone  walks  on  Circle 2,900 .  00 

For  bridge  abutments,  etc 2,619.44 

For  road  in  Fort  Porter 2,883  •  5^ 

For  repairs  to  building 3»i94-38 

For  local  taxes 1 1,059 . 5 1 

For  tools  and  implements 1,601 .57 

For  construction 1,206.53 

For  trees,  plants  and  seeds 577-77 

For  manure  and  fertilizers 395  .50 

For  gravel  for  roads  and  walks 2,575  .35 

For  insurance 470 .  00 

For  printing  and  stationery 151 .00 

For  keep  and  care  of  animals 366.84 

For  office  expenses 42 .45 

For  miscellaneous 394. 1 1 

$61,999  •  89 

Balance  in  General  Fund $0.11 
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Improvement   Fund. 

Receipts. 

6£ilance  in  Treasury  Dec.  31,  1883 $     93  -50 

For  rents 2,61 2 .  00 

For  hay  sold i»496 . 83 

Sundries 113-38 

Amount  in  Treasury $4>3i5  '71 
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COMMISSIONERS. 


His  Honor  THE  MAYOR,  Ex-officio, 

BRONSON  C.  RUMSEY,  WILLIAM   HENGERER, 

GEORGE  URBAN,  JAMES  R.  SMITH, 

BRITAIN    HOLMES,  Terms  expire  May  ist,  1886. 

SHERMAN  S.  JEWETT,  EDWARD  BENNETT, 

AUGUSTUS  FUCHS,  PAUL  GOEMBEL, 

JOHN    F.    MOULTON,  Terms  expire  May  ist,  1888. 


MICHAEL  NELLANY, 
SOLOMON  SCHEU, 
JAMES  ASH, 


JOHN  C.  GRAVES, 
JAMES  MOONEY, 

Terms  expire  May  ist,  1890. 


President, 
SHERMAN  S.  JEWETT. 


Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
WILLIAM  F.  ROGERS. 


Superintendent. 

WILLIAM  McMillan, 


STANDING   COMMITTEES. 


Executive  Committee. 
S.  S.  JEWETT,  President. 
WILLIAM  HENGERER,         JAMES  R.  SMITH, 
GEORGE  URBAN,  PAUL  GOEMBEL. 


Committee  on    Grounds  and  Roads. 
EDWARD  BENNETT,  BRONSON  C.  RUMSEY, 

JOHN  C.  GRAVES.  SOLOMON  SCHEU, 

JAMES  MOONEY. 


Committee  on  Buildings. 

BRIIAIN   HOLMES,  AUGUSTUS  FUCHS, 

JOHN  F.  MOULTON,  MICHAEL  NELLANY. 

JAMES  ASH. 


Auditing   Committee. 

HAEL  NELLANY,  JAMES  R.  SMITH, 

AUGUSTUS  FUCHS. 


PARK  COMMISSIONERS'  REPORT. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council  of  the 
City  of  Buffalo : 

The  Park  Commissioners  respectfully  present 
their  sixteenth  annual  report. 

Charter  Amendments. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  State  Legislature 
an  act  was  passed  making  sundry  amendments 
of  the  City  Charter,  among  which  are  included 
some  important  provisions  affecting  the  Parks 
and  their  Approaches.  To  Title  IX  were  added 
sections  22  to  37,  inclusive,  all  pertaining  to  the 
government,  improvement,  or  maintenance  of 
the  Park  system. 

In  order  that  the  Park  Commission  might 
be  made  a  department  of  the  City  Government 
under  the  Charter,  on  the  same  basis  as  the 
other  departments,  a  reorganization  of  the 
Board  was  directed  ;  but  no  change  was  made 
in  the  term  of  office  of  any  member.  In  com- 
pliance with  the  law  the  Board  met  on  the  fifth 
day  of  May  and  was  dissolved.  Thereupon  the 
new  Board  was  organized,  the  former  President 


being  re-elected,  and  the  several  Committees 
reappointed  without  any  change.  Neither  was 
any  material  change  made  in  the  official  staff, 
nor  among  the  subordinate  employees. 

The  most  important  sections  in  these  amend- 
ments relative  to  the  parks,  are  those  which 
provide  that  in  making  improvements  on  the 
park  approaches,  one-half  of  all  the  expenses 
of  opening,  grading,  paving,  constructing,  re- 
pairing (except  repairs  the  expenses  of  which 
shall  not  exceed  two  hundred  dollars),  or  other- 
wise improving  the  curbing  and  roadways  of  the 
said  approaches,  shall  be  raised  by  general  tax  ; 
and  the  other  half  shall  be  assessed,  levied  and 
collected  as  a  local  assessment  upon  the  prop- 
erty adjacent  to  such  improvement  or  benefited 
thereby.  Such  assessments  shall  be  a  lien  upon 
the  property  assessed,  and  when  collected  shall 
be  paid  into  the  "  Park  Fund." 

This  law  also  gives  the  Board  power  to  con- 
struct and  repair,  or  cause  to  be  constructed  and 
repaired,  sidewalks  on  the  said  approaches,  and 
to  provide  by  ordinance  for  removing  snow,  ice 
and  dirt  therefrom  by  and  at  the  expense  of  the 
owners  and  occupants  of  abutting  property. 
Authority  is  also  given  to  the  Board  to  appoint 
policemen,  not  exceeding  twelve  in  number,  hav- 
ing the  same  power  as  the  police  of  the  Police 
Department. 


These  clauses  of  the  act  remove  certain  dis- 
abilities under  which  the  Board  has  for  several 
years  past  been  seriously  hampered  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  parks  and  in  the  improvement 
of  the  approaches.  The  need  for  the  additional 
powers  thus  granted  to  the  Board,  and  the  equity 
of  the  new  provisions  for  defraying  the  cost  of 
further  improvements  on  the  approaches  were 
fully  discussed  in  our  twelfth  report,  and  the 
enactment  of  the  necessary  legislation  was  urged 
in  each  later  report.  We  believe  the  question 
was  fully  understood  by  our  citizens,  and  we 
have  been  much  gratified  by  the  cordial  support 
in  procuring  these  Charter  amendments  which 
was  given  both  by  your  Honorable  Body  and  by 
the  public  at  large. 

Owing  to  the  lack  of  the  powers  now  granted, 
the  Board  has  not,  since  1879.  been  able  to  make 
any  important  repair,  or  lay  any  permanent 
pavement  on  any  of  the  roadways  of  the  ap- 
proaches. We  have  deemed  it  to  be  contrary 
to  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  the  original  Park 
Act  to  ask  your  Honorable  Body  to  appropriate 
from  the  General  Fund  any  money  for  such 
improvements  under  the  guise  of  maintenance. 
Consequently  the  condition  of  the  unpaved  por- 
tions of  these  roadways  where  the  travel  was 
heaviest,  has  every  year  become  worse  than  the 
year  before.     This  has  given  cause  for  frequent 
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complaint  of  "bad   roads"  which,  until  the  last 
year,  the  Board  has  been  powerless  to  improve. 

Richmond  Avenue. 

This  unpleasant  and  helpless  situation  was 
most  seriously  felt  with  regard  to  Fillmore  and 
Richmond  avenues,  especially  the  latter,  which 
being  in  a  low-lying  section  of  the  city,  and  hav- 
ing no  stone  or  gravel  in  its  road-bed,  was  often 
for  weeks  almost  impassable.  Finally,  the  abut- 
ting property  owners  on  this  avenue,  becoming 
restive  under  this  awkward  condition  of  affairs, 
in  March  last,  previous  to,  but  in  the  anticipa- 
tion of,  the  passage  of  the  above  amendments  of 
the  Charter,  presented  to  the  Board,  and  also  to 
the  Council,  a  majority  petition  for  a  permanent 
pavement  on  this  avenue,  the  work  to  be  done 
under  the  provisions  of  the  act,  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible after  its  passage.  In  response  to  this 
petition,  the  amount  required  to  pay  one-half 
the  cost  of  the  work  was  included  by  this  depart- 
ment in  our  annual  estimates,  and  granted  by 
the  Council. 

As  the  petition  asked  that  Richmond  avenue 
be  paved  with  **  Barber's  Trinidad  Asphalt,"  we 
caused  a  careful  examination  to  be  made  of  the 
merits  of  this  comparatively  new  pavement.  In 
the  qualities  of  smoothness,  cleanliness  and  ease 
of  travel  and  traction,  it  was  evidently  superior 


to  stone  or  macadam,  especially  for  the  large 
amount  of  light  travel  which  will  use  it  as  a  park 
approach.  •Its  durability  and  relative  economy 
of  maintenance  are,  however,  yet  uncertain,  as 
the  oldest  pavement  of  this  kind  in  the  country 
has  been  laid  only  nine  years.  But  within  this 
period  many  miles  of  it  have  been  laid  in  Wash- 
ington and  other  cities,  and  seventeen  and  one- 
half  miles  of  it  have  now  been  laid  in  our  own 
city.  The  general  condition  of  these  new  pave- 
ments, wherever  laid,  is  still,  so  far  as  we  could 
learn,  so  remarkably  good  that  the  Board  felt 
justified  in  adopting  it  for  Richmond  avenue, 
especially  as  the  petition  showed  that  the  pre- 
ference of  the  abutting  property  owners  was 
almost  unanimously  in  its  favor. 

A  contract  for  the  work  was  accordingly 
made  with  Mr.  Barber,  and  the  pavement  has 
been  laid  at  the  same  price  per  square  yard  as 
for  similar  work  in  the  other  streets  of  the  City, 
and  generally  in  accordance  with  the  same  spec- 
ifications. The  construction  of  the  necessary 
sewer,  gas  and  water  connections  between  the 
abutting  lots  and  the  street  mains  was,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  law,  entirely  at  the  expense  of 
the  lot  owners ;  while  for  curbing  and  paving 
and  the  construction  or  reconstruction  of  the 
necessary  receivers  for  the  proper  drainage  of 
the  roadway  they  paid  half  the  cost.     The  total 
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expense  of  the  work  was  about  $112,000,  of 
which  the  share  paid  from  the  Park  Fund  is  as 
follows :  « 

One-half  the  amount  of  the  paving  contract. . .  .$53,689.00 

One-half  the  amount  of  the  bills  for  work  on  re- 
ceivers    476 .  80 

Local  assessment  for  enlarged  area  of  pavement 

at  Ferry  street 605  .56 

Paving  a  portion  of  the  Richmond  avenue  branch 

of  the  Circle 1,057-50 

Total $55,828.86 

An  ample  return  for  the  cost  of  this  impor- 
tant improvement  is  given  to  the  abutting  proj>- 
erty  owners  by  the  many  comforts  they  secure  in 
a  permanent  pavement,  and  by  the  large  advance, 
either  present  or  prospective,  in  the  value  of 
their  lands.  A  like  return  is  made  to  the  gen- 
eral public  by  the  increased  revenue  receivable 
by  the  City  from  this  advance  in  the  real  estate, 
and  by  the  great  increase  in  the  facilities  of  all 
travel  and  traffic  of  whatever  nature,  which  may 
have  occasion  to  use  this  avenue.  The  present 
wants  of  the  park  travel  on  this  section  of  the 
approaches  on  the  west  side  of  the  City  are  now 
amply  supplied.  Moreover,  in  connection  with 
Massachusetts  street,  which  was  last  summer 
paved  with  the  same  material,  a  new  and  more 
direct  route  has  been  opened  for  the  park  travel 
between  the  Front  and  the  Park;  and  this 
wholly  without  any  additional  cost  to  the  City. 
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Fillmore  Avenue. 


Portions  of  the  east  side  approaches  of  the 
park  system  ought  next  to  be  improved.  On 
Fillmore  avenue  a  permanent  pavement  is  much 
needed,  especially  on  the  section  north  of  Broad- 
way, over  which  passes  most  of  the  carriage 
travel  between  the  east  side  of  the  City  and  the 
Parade.  Eight  years  ago  this  avenue  was  partly 
stoned  and  graveled, but  the  general  traffic  upon 
it  has  now  become  so  constant  and  heavy,  that 
the  roadway  is  often  in  bad  condition.  The 
experience  of  last  season  and  of  previous  years, 
has  proved  that  slight  repairs  with  stone  chips 
and  gravel  are  of  such  short  duration,  that 
money  is  only  wasted  in  such  work.  The  whole 
of  the  avenue  ought  to  be  paved  as  soon  as 
practicable,  consistent  with  the  best  interests  of 
the  City  and  of  the  abutting  lot  owners.  It  is 
desirable  that  these  property  owners  should  in- 
dicate their  wishes  in  this  matter,  both  in  regard 
to  the  portion  of  the  street  to  be  paved,  whether 
all  of  it  or  any  part,  and  also  as  to  the  material 
to  be  used  and  the  quality  of  the  work  generally. 
They  are  equally  interested  with  the  City  in 
putting  down  only  a  first-class  pavement  of  per- 
manent durability,  as  the  new  provisions  of  the 
Charter  with  regard  to  the  park  approaches 
differ  from  those  applicable  to  the  other  streets 
of  the  City  in   this   respect — that  the  abutting 
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property  is  made  liable  for  one-half  the  cost  of 
all  repairs  exceeding  in  expense  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  dollars.  We  trust  this  question  will 
receive  due  consideration  by  all  the  parties  in 
interest  in  time  for  the  annual  estimates  of  this 
department,  and  we  recommend  to  your  favora- 
ble consideration  the  appropriation  of  the  sum 
necessary  to  pay  the  City's  share  of  the  cost  of 
the  work.  Whether  the  whole  street  should  be 
paved  the  coming  season,  or  a  certain  part  of  it 
only,  and  the  remainder  the  following  year,  can 
be  decided  to  best  advantage  when  the  wishes 
of  all  the  parties  to  the  work  have  been  fully 
presented. 


Park  Funds. 

The  Charter,  as  amended,  makes  a  change  in 
the  methods  of  keeping  the  financial  accounts 
of  the  Board  by  closing  the  two  separate  ac- 
counts, known  respectively  as  the  "  Improvement 
Fund  "and  the  "Maintenance  Fund,"  between 
which  the  moneys  heretofore  received  by  the 
Board  have  been  divided.  The  Maintenance 
Fund  consisted  solely  of  the  annual  appropria- 
tion of  the  Council  to  this  department,  whether 
the  money  was  to  be  expended  for  "  mainte- 
nance "  or  partly  for  the  construction  of  certain 
new  "  improvements."     The  Improvement  Fund 
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consisted  primarily  of  the  moneys  received  by 
the  issue  of  City  bonds,  for  the  purchase  of  the 
park  lands  and  for  the  general  work  of  construc- 
tion. The  last  issue  of  bonds  was  in  1876, 
since  which  date  this  fund  has  received  only  the 
proceeds  of  rents  and  sundry  small  sales  of 
property,  except  that  in  1878  insurance  money, 
received  on  account  of  the  loss  of  the  Parade 
House  by  fire,  was  paid  into  this  fund.  Here- 
after all  the  revenues  of  this  department,  from 
whatever  source  received,  are  to  be  credited  to 
a  common  fund  to  be  known  as  the  "  Park  Fund." 


General  Review, 

In  view  of  the  closing  of  these  two  accounts 
and  the  opening  of  another,  it  may  be  timely 
and  interesting  to  place  on  record  now  a  sum- 
mary of  the  total  receipts  and  expenditures  of 
the  former  Board  for  all  purposes  since  its  or- 
ganization in  1869,  to  January  i,  1885.  In  an- 
other part  of  the  report  will  be  found  a  separate 
summary  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of 
the  past  year  under  the  new  organization.  The 
following  table  gives  the  total  receipts  and  dis- 
bursements of  each  fund  for  each  year  during 
the  existence  of  the  former  Board : 
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F'iNANciAL  Statement,  1869  to   1885. 

IMPROVEMENT    FUND. 

Receipts.  Expenditures. 

870 $350,000.00  $33o»778-o7 

871    159,106.40  169,976.16 

872 104.459.83  110,278.96 

873 103,620.27  105,354-92 

874 128,690.  14  127,543-99 

875 201,874.00  201,580.70 

876 i3o»992-35  13M26.63 

877 1,234.49  1,056.89 

878 11,096.47  9,879-2' 

879 2,027 .  26  4,227 .28 

880     1,400.00  219.40 

881 1,700.00  2,855.44 

882 2,450.00  817.44 

883 4,883.41  6,466.13 

884 4,222.21  


$1,207,776.83  $1,203,461 '12 

1878 — Insurance  moneys  de- 
posited in  bank ....  $     39,975.12 
Interest  on  same 326.43 

$      40,301.55 

Total  receipts $1,248,078.38 

1878-79  —  Insurance     moneys    disbursed 

through  bank $      40,301 .55 

Total  expenditures $1,243,762-67 

Balance  in  treasury,  December  31,   1884 $        4,3^5 '7' 
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MAINTENANCE    FUND. 

Receipts.  Expenditures. 

^71 $       8,519.45  $    5,926.60 

872 13,500.00  i5»477-87 

873 13,000.00  13,068.27 

874 16,300  00  16,240.45 

875 18,600.00  18,590.40 

876 26,530.65  25,524.90 

877 31,664.25  3i»6i5.o7 

878 20,000.00  19,949.92 

879 20,000  00  19,990.47 

880 22,000.00  21,955 .88 

881 30,500.00  30,424.77 

882 37»37ioo  37>364-95 

883 42,300 .  00  42,299 .  24 

884 62,000 .  00  6 1,993 .  89 

Total $362,285  .  35  $361,425  06 


To  the  total  expenditures  for  improvements 
given  in  the  above  table  of  the  Improvement 
Fund  should  be  added  the  sum  of  $72,184.56, 
being  the  amount  paid  in  1873-74  by  the  Comp- 
troller for  the  land  taken  in  opening  Fillmore 
avenue.  Bonds  to  the  amount  of  $100,000  were 
issued  by  the  City,  but  only  the  balance  of 
$27,815.44  was  credited  to  or  paid  out  by  the 
Board.  So  also  of  the  money  received  on  the 
insurance  policies  only  $10,000  was  paid  into, 
or  out  of  this  fund,  the  balance  being  deposited 
in  bank  and  thence  paid  out. 
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The  total  receipts  for  improvement  were  ob- 
tained from  the  following  separate  sources: 

From  the  issue  of  City  bonds $1,195,000.00 

From  Common  Council  appropriations 38,840.91 

From  insurance  on  Parade  House 49,975 ''^ 

For  rents  and  sundry  sales 31,446-91 

From    Sinking   Fund   for   purchase   of    Park 

bonds 5,000.00 

Total  receipts  for  improvements $1,320,262.94 

The  expenditures  may  be  divided 
under  the  two  heads  of  Land  and 
Improvements. 

For  land $376,673-9' 

For  improvements 939,273-32 

Total  expenditures $1,315,947-23 

Balance  in  treasury  Dec.  31,  1884 4,315 -7' 

Of  the  amount  disbursed  under  the  head  of 
maintenance,  about  $50,000  has  been  expended 
for  new  improvements,  chiefly  within  the  last 
few  years.  As,  however,  this  sum  may  be  fairly 
offset  by  the  equal  amount  received  from  insur- 
ance companies  for  losses  by  fire,  the  net  cost 
to  the  city  for  the  construction  work  of  the  park 
system  may  be  fairly  stated  as  above  given.  If 
we  deduct  from  the  maintenance  the  $50,000 
thus  transferred  to  the  improvement  column  we 
find  that  the  total  cost  of  maintenance  proper 
during  the  above  period  of  fourteen  years  is 
$311,425,  or  about  $22,250  per  year.     This  also 


includes  over  $28,000  paid  for  local  assess- 
ments and  work  done  on  City  improvements 
made  on  streets  adjacent  to,  but  outside  of  the 
parks. 

In  looking  back  over  the  period  since  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  park  scheme  the  retrospect 
cannot  fail  to  be  exceedingly  gratifying  to  all 
who  are  interested  in  the  welfare  of  our  City. 
The  development  of  the  park  system  has  simply 
kept  pace  with  the  advance  of  our  City  in  every 
element  of  prosperity.  In  1870  the  assessed 
valuation  of  real  and  personal  property  in  the 
City  was  $37,642,132.  In  1884  the  valuation 
was  $104,801,190,  an  increase  of  300  per  cent 
The  cost  of  the  parks  has  been  in  a  large  mea- 
sure compensated  by  taxes  receivable  from  in- 
creased valuation  of  adjacent  property,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  health-giving  recreation  and 
pleasure  the  parks  afford  to  the  thousands  who 
visit  them  during  the  summer  months.  With 
the  rapid  increase  of  our  City  in  wealth  and 
in  density  of  population,  have  grown  up  both 
the  need  for  such  recreation  and  the  taste  to 
enjoy  it. 

Each  year  adds  to  the  attractiveness  of  these 
pleasure  grounds  by  the  natural  growth  of  the 
plantations  and  the  gradual  improvement  of  all 
the  other  accessory  features  of  the  system.  The 
City  is  now  closely  built  up  to  the  boundary 
both  of  the  Front  and  of  the  Parade.    As  it  is 
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also  growing  rapidly  on  its  north  side,  the  main 
park  will  soon  be  much  nearer  the  center  of 
population.  With  the  improved  facilities  of 
travel,  both  by  carriage  and  horse  car,  sure  to 
follow  quickly,  the  Park  will  become  the  frequent 
resort  of  thousands  who  now  seldom  visit  it 


East  Side  Against  West  Side. 

The  permanent  popularity  of  the  parks  is 
fully  assured.  But  we  still  occasionally  hear  of 
complaints  from  residents  of  the  East  Side  of 
the  City,  to  the  effect  that  their  section  has  been 
treated  unfairly,  both  in  the  location  and  plan  of 
the  several  parts  of  the  system,  and  in  the  prog- 
ress made  from  year  to  year  in  the  works  of 
improvement  and  maintenance.  This  dissatis- 
faction must  arise  from  a  mistaken  impression 
of  the  real  facts,  and  we  are  at  a  loss  to  account 
for  its  existence,  except  by  supposing  that  it  has 
its  origin  in  the  circumstance  that  (as  is  gener- 
ally believed)  a  majority  of  that  class  in  our 
community  which  has  the  most-leisure  and  relish 
for  park  recreation  are  supposed  to  live  on  the 
west  side  of  the  City.  If  so,  it  is  probably  the 
fact,  and  natural  to  suppose,  that  such  persons 
visit  it  oftenest  and  enjoy  it  most 

It  is  a  too  common  practice  to  make  an  imag- 
inary division  of  the  City  on  the  line  of  Main 
street,  and  to  call  the  sections  thus  severed  the 
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East  Side  and  West  Side,  respectively.  Because 
Main  street  deflects  sharply  to  the  east  at  Cold 
Spring,  it  happens  that  the  main  park  is  west  of 
this  street,  and  so  it  is  said  to  be  on  the  West 
Side  of  the  City.  But  that  this  is  a  mistaken 
view  of  the  matter  is  shown  by  the  following 
facts : 

The  Park  is  due  north  of  the  center  of  popu- 
lation, and  equally  near  and  accessible  to  both 
sides.  It  is  as  near  to  the  Williamsville  road  as 
to  the  Niagara  River,  and  nearer  to  the  Parade 
than  to  the  Front.  About  two-thirds  of  it  is 
east  of  Delaware  avenue,  one-half  of  it  lies 
farther  to  the  east  than  Michigan  street,  and 
one-fourth  of  it  farther  east  than  Jefferson  street. 

Nor  is  this  the  case  merely  with  regard  to  its 
position  relative  to  the  points  of  the  compass.  Its 
East  Side  entrance  at  Agassiz  place  is  actually 
nearer  to  the  East  Side  of  the  City  by  the  lead- 
ing north-and-south  avenues  than  the  West  Side 
entrance  is  to  the  west  half.  If  we  take  Seneca 
street  as  a  base  line  of  measurement,  we  will  find 
that  by  way  of  Michigan  street  the  East  Side 
entrance  of  the  Park  is  one  thousand  feet  nearer 
Seneca  street  than  the  West  Side  entrance,  by 
the  Main  street  horse-car  line.  A  slight  exten- 
sion of  the  present  street-car  line  on  Jefferson 
street  would  also  make  a  shorter  route  from 
Seneca  street  to  the  east  gate  of  the  Park  than 
the  present  Main  street  route  to  the  west  gate. 
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From  Seneca  street  at  the  south  end  of  Fillmore 
avenue  to  the  Park,  by  the  East  Side  approaches, 
is  a  shorter  distance  than  from  the  west  end  of 
Seneca  street,  by  way  of  Front  avenue  and  the 
park  approaches  on  the  West  Side  of  the  City. 
Even  by  the  usual  Delaware  avenue  route, 
Seneca  street  at  its  west  end  is  only  a  thousand 
feet  nearer  the  Park  than  its  easterly  section 
at  the  south  end  of  Jefferson  street  is  by 
way  of  Jefferson  street  For  the  convenient 
comparison  of  these  statements  a  table  of  ap- 
proximate distances  is  appended  to  this  report 

Of  course,  the  main  park,  wherever  located, 
must  of  necessity  be  nearer  to  one-half  of  the 
City  than  to  the  opposite  half,  but  no  site  could 
possibly  have  been  selected  more  directly  ^"^ 
conveniently  accessible  from  every  quarter  by 
the  main  avenues  of  travel.  It  is  designed  ^or 
the  use  of  all  our  citizens  alike,  and  was  placed 
where  the  natural  combinations  of  land  *^" 
water  were  best  adapted  for  park  purp^^^^ 
Certainly  no  man  has  ever  claimed  that  a  better 
park  site  could  have  been  chosen  further  ^^^' 
or  anywhere  else  within  the  City  limits.  ^^^ 
whole  park  system  has  been  laid  out  wi^"  ^ 
special  view  to  the  best  possible  accommodation^ 
of  all  sections  and  interests  of  the  City. 

But  even  from  this  narrrow  point  of  vi^^  ^ 
opposing  sides,  the  adjustment  could  not  pos^*"'^ 
have  been  more  evenly  balanced.     If  the  3^^^ 
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tips  at  all  it  is  actually  in  favor  of  the  East  Side. 
The  Parade  is  larger  than  the  Front,  is  nearer 
the  center  of  population,  and  the  expenditures 
for  its  improvement  and  yearly  embellishment 
have  been  larger.  So,  also,  of  the  East  Side 
approaches.  They  have  cost  more  than  the 
corresponding  parkways  on  the  West  Side. 
They  are  about  as  large  in  area,  are  longer  in 
their  reach  and  extend  much  farther  towards 
the  south.  We  append  herewith  a  similar  table 
to  prove  these  facts.  The  cost  of  paving  Rich- 
mond avenue  is  omitted  because  that  is  simply 
the  first  work  under  the  new  law,  as  previously 
stated. 

We  introduce  this  question  here  with  great 
reluctance,  and  discuss  it  at  such  length  only 
because  we  are  unwillingly  forced  to  think  that 
the  false  impression  which  we  refute  is  widely 
spread  among  our  citizens  on  the  East  Side. 
Being  sincerely  believed,  it  is  calculated  to  arouse 
much  ill-feeling  among  those  who  think  their 
grievance  is  a  real  one.  It  is  therefore  better 
that  the  truth  in  this  case  should  be  frankly 
stated  and  widely  published.  This  idle  talk  of 
different  sides  and  opposing  interests  is  unfor- 
tunate, as  it  fosters  harmful  jealousies  which  [ 
should  have  no  existence.  We  are  not  two 
hostile  camps  with  an  impassable  barrier  between 
each,  but  one  community,  having  all  of  us  an 
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equal  interest  in  everything  that  tends  to  pro- 
mote the  general  welfare. 

The  Park  Horse  Sheds. 

A  noteworthy  improvement  has  been  made 
on  the  Park  during  the  year  by  the  erection  of 
a  range  of  sheds  for  the  horses  and  vehicles  of 
visitors  wishing  to  make  a  more  or  less  pro- 
longed stay  on  the  ground.  A  small  stable  and 
police  station  are  combined  with  these  sheds. 
The  structure  has  been  placed  on  a  site  where 
it  is  alike  convenient  to  the  boat-house  and  the 
chief  picnic  grounds,  and  where  it  is  compara- 
tively inconspicuous  from  any  point  in  the  Park, 
and  barely  noticeable  from  the  main  routes  of 
travel.  The  want  of  such  accommodation  has 
long  been  felt,  as  on  every  fine  day  in  summer 
large  numbers  have  tied  up  their  horses  at  the 
roadside  hitching  posts  without  shade  or  shelter 
from  sun  or  wind  or  sudden  shower,  while  they 
went  boating  on  the  lake  or  rambling  in  the 
adjacent  grounds.  In  winter,  whenever  the 
skating  is  good,  the  advantage  of  these  sheds 
will  be  equally  apparent. 

Park  Police. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Charter  eight 
police  patrolmen  were  appointed  by  the  Board 
for  duty  on  the  parks,  on  the  nineteenth  day  of 
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June.  They  served  until  the  first  of  December, 
when  all  were  discharged,  because  their  services 
were  not  necessary  during  the  winter.  Though 
the  position  is  a  temporary  one  for  a  portion  of 
the  year  only,  there  were  about  seventy  appli- 
cants for  the  places  at  the  disposal  of  the  Board, 
They  were  notified  to  report  for  an  examination 
of  their  qualifications  to  the  local  Board  of 
Examiners,  in  accordance  with  the  Civil  Service 
Law  of  the  State.  Fifty-seven  men  appeared 
for  examination  before  the  Board,  of  whom 
thirteen  were  passed.  From  these  the  eight 
men  were  selected  in  accordance  with  the  rules. 
It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state  that  all  the 
men  appointed  proved  to  be  faithful  and  efficient 
officers. 

The  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  year 
were  as  follows  : 

Amount  appropriated  by  Common  Council. . .  .$102,667.00 
Amount  transferred  from  Improvement  Fund, 

May  5 4*294 .  60 

Amount  since   ireceived   from   rents,   sales    of 

hay,  etc 2,741 .  66 

Total  receipts $109,703 .  26 

Total  expenditures 109,701 .03 

A  full  abstract  of  all  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures, and  a  detailed  statement  showing  the 
nature  and  amount  of  each  voucher  accompany 
this  report. 
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For  information  in  regard  to  the  general  de- 
tails of  the  work  done  during  the  year,  and  the 
general  condition  and  special  needs  of  the  sev- 
eral parks  and  approaches,  we  refer  you  to  the 
annual  report  of  the  Superintndent,  which  is 
hereto  annexed. 


Additional  Park  Lands. 

With  regard  to  the  progress  recently  made 
in  the  matter  of  acquiring  a  few  acres  of  addi- 
tional lands  for  park  purposes  at  the  lake  beach 
opposite  the  Front,  and  also  adjacent  to  the 
picnic  grove  at  the  Park,  we  have  to  report  that, 
in  the  case  of  the  lands  at  the  Front,  the  Ap- 
praisal Commissioners  have  filed  their  report 
with  the  Clerk  of  the  Superior  Court,  and  it  is 
now  in  the  hands  of  Judge  Smith  on  a  motion 
to  confirm.  The  awards  made  in  this  case,  if 
confirmed,  will  be  paid  by  the  issue  of  City 
Bonds,  as  provided  by  law  and  explained  in  our 
last  report  In  the  matter  of  the  proposed 
addition  to  the  picnic  grove  at  the  Park  the 
Council  of  last  year  adopted  a  "  resolution  of 
intention  "  to  take  twelve  acres  as  described  in 
the  enabling  act,  and  a  further  "  resolution  of 
determination  "  will,  in  due  time,  be  presented  to 
your  Honorable  Body.  We  respectfully  refer 
you  to  our  fourteenth  report  for  a  full  statement 
of  the  reasons  which   make   the  acquisition  of 
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these  two  small  parcels  of  land  specially  desira- 
ble. We  now  simply  commend  to  your  favorable 
regard  whatever  further  action  may  be  necessary 
in  completing  these  proceedings. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  S.  Jewett,  President. 
Philip  Becker. 
Bkonson  C.  Rumsey. 
William   Hengerer. 
•  George  Urban. 

Britain  Holmes, 
James  R.  Smith. 
Edward  Bennett. 
Augustus  Fuchs. 
Paul  Goembel. 
John  F.  Moulton. 
Michael  Nellanv. 
John  C.  Graves. 
Solomon  Scheu. 
James  Mooney. 
James  Ash. 

Buffalo.  January  15,  1886. 


SUPERINTENDENTS  REPORT. 
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Park  Farmstead,  Jan.  4,  1886. 

To  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners: 

I    respectfully  submit  the  annual   report  for 
the  year  1885.  , 

Turf  and  Plantations, 

The  parks  were  unusually  fresh-looking  and 
attractive  to  the  eye  all  through  the  past  seasom 
owing  to  the  remarkably  cool,  cloudy  and  rainy 
weather,  prevalent  during  the  time  of  active  vege- 
tation. The  year  was  the  coldest  and  wettest  in 
the  annals  of  the  signal  service  station  in  this 
City,  the  rainfall  being  fifty-two  inches,  or  over 
one-fourth  more  than  the  average.  The  unusual 
moisture  of  the  ground  caused  trees  and  shrubs 
to  flourish  luxuriantly,  and  to  retain  their  foliage 
two  or  three  weeks  later  than  ordinary.  Many 
spring-blooming  shrubs  flowered  a  second  tin^^ 
quite  freely  in  September  and  October,  some 
kinds  even  showing  a  few  straggling  blooms  as 

late  as  the  middle  of  November.  The  g^^^^ 
had  a  spring-like  freshness  of  aspect  in  midsum- 
mer and  maintained  its  color  till  December. 
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But,  though  grass  and  trees  looked  unusually 
fresh  and  thrifty,  the  general  condition  of  both 
turf  and  plantations  is  not  so  good  as  it  should 
be.  On  a  large  portion  of  the  Park,  especially 
where  the  subsoil  is  stiff  clay,  or  rock  is  near 
the  surface,  the  top  soil  is  thin  and  poor.  To 
improve  or  even  maintain  its  natural  condition, 
under  frequent  mowing,  it  should  be  occasionally 
well  top-dressed  with  barn-yard  manure  or  other 
fertilizer. 

Last  season  this  was  done  to  a  much  larger 
extent  than  in  previous  years.  About  five  hun- 
dred loads  of  cow  manure,  obtained  from  neigh- 
boring dairies,  were  spread  upon  the  most  sterile 
portions  early  in  the  autumn.  In  December  one 
hundred  box-car  loads  of  stock-yard  manure 
were  bought,  delivered  by  rail  at  the  Main  street 
and  Colvin  street  stations  of  the  New  York 
Central  Railroad.  At  this  date  about  two-thirds 
of  this  supply  has  been  spread  on  the  nearest 
portions  of  the  "  Meadow  Park,"  having  been 
hauled  over  the  turf  when  the  ground  was 
frozen. 

The  nature  and  extent  of  other  maintenance 
work  on  the  several  parks  have  differed  little 
from  the  ordinary  routine  of  former  years.  As 
the  frequent  rains  caused  the  grass  to  grow  with 
unusual  rankness,  more  frequent  mowing  was 
requisite,  and  from  the  same  cause  the  mowing 
season  was  prolonged  about  a  month  later  than 
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ordinary.  For  several  years  past  an  early,  light 
crop  of  hay  has  been  cut  and  cured  from  the 
"  Meadow  Park."  Last  summer  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  meadow  was  cut .  as  early,  and  nearly  as 
often,  as  the  other  lawns  and  smaller  greens. 

But  this  practice  not  only  impoverishes  the 
soil  and  wastes  its  produce.  It  is  also  unnatural 
to  the  situation  and  the  surroundings,  giving  to 
this  broad  expanse  of  greensward  too  much  of 
the  character  of  a  deserted,  lifeless  waste.  To 
pasture  it  with  several  hundred  sheep  would  lend 
some  animation  to  the  scene,  would  be  less  ex- 
haustive of  the  soil,  less  expensive  in  manage- 
ment, and  be  more  in  keeping  with  "  the  eternal 
fitness  of  things."  This  country  meadow  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  need  not  be  treated  in 
the  same  fashion  as  befits  a  city  grass-plot  or 
suburban  lawn,  of  perhaps  as  many  square 
yards. 


New  Walks. 

Besides  the  usual  maintenance  work,  a  few 
minor  new  improvements  have  been  made  on 
the  Park,  and  one  structure  of  considerable  im- 
portance has  been  erected — the  range  of  horse- 
sheds  for  the  accommodation  of  visitors  in 
vehicles,  who  may  wish  to  tie  up  their  horses 
while  they  spend  their  leisure  time  in  the  Park. 
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In  March  last  a  wrought-iron  truss  bridge, 
twelve  feet  wide  by  seventy-two  feet  span,  was 
erected  by  the  Union  Bridge  Company  of  this 
City  over  Scajaquada  Creek  at  its  entry  into  the 
Park,  on  the  line  of  the  walk  bordering  the  east- 
erly margin  of  the  lake.  Though  intended  for 
foot  travel  only,  it  is  strong  enough  to  carry  all 
loaded  wagons  which  may  have  occasion  to  pass 
over  it  in  the  ordinary  work  of  the  Park.  In 
connection  with  the  opening  of  this  bridge  the 
foot-path  leading  up  to  its  south  end  was  con- 
structed twelve  feet  wide  for  a  length  of  five 
hundred  and  fifty  feet,  with  a  deep  stone  founda- 
tion and  gravel  surface. 

About  the  same  time  a  new  walk  of  similar 
width  and  style  of  construction  was  built. along 
the  south  margin  of  the  lake  from  the  east  front 
of  the  boat-house  to  the  base  of  the  "  Spire- 
house"  knoll,  a  distance  of  five  hundred  feet. 
This  path,  which  has  been  formed  by  filling  up 
under  the  water  along  the  base  of  a  steep 
wooded  slope,  has  been  a  great  convenience  to 
persons  wishing  to  pass  between  the  boat-house 
and  the  low  dell  of  the  picnic  grounds.  It  was 
much  frequented  during  the  season,  being  well 
shaded  most  of  the  day.  It  has  been  especially 
thronged  at  times  by  children  and  youths,  owing 
apparently  to  the  attraction  of  getting  so  close 
to  the  water  which  laves  its  outer  edge. 
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The  Ride. 

Later  in  the  summer  a  section  of  foot-path 
along  the  north  border  of  the  "  Water  Park," 
i,ooo  feet  in  length,  which  is  now  used  as  a 
bridle-road,  was  entirely  reconstructed  It  was 
widened  to  twelve  feet,  the  stone  foundation 
deepened  and  surfaced  with  six  inches  of  sandy 
gravel.  A  new  extension  of  this  ride,  1,200  feet 
in  length,  was  built  along  the  top  of  the  "  brae'* 
on  the  north  side  of  the  lower  bay  of  the  lake. 
It  is  designed  to  connect  this  branch  by  a  bridge 
across  the  overflow  at  the  waste-weir,  with  a 
corresponding  portion  built  the  previous  year 
through  the  nursery  grounds  on  the  south  side 
of  the  bay.  The  length  of  the  ride  in  both 
these  new  sections  is  about  3,000  feet  When 
added  to  the  short  portion  now  in  use  the 
total  length  of  the  ride  will  be  one  mile.  But 
this  new  section  cannot  be  utilized  until  the  two 
ends  are  united  by  a  bridge  at  the  waste-weir. 

A  still  further  extension  of  this  ride  would  be 
an  advantage.  In  the  plan  of  the  Park  it  is 
meant  to  be  continued  along  the  northerly  bor- 
der of  the  Meadow  Park  to  the  north  meadow 
gate  at  Amherst  street,  a  distance  of  nearly 
3,000  feet.  As  in  planting  this  section  the  route 
of  the  ride  was  kept  open,  a  path  of  stone  and 
gravel  could  be  constructed  here  at   any  time 
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without  any  grading  or  special   damage  to  the 
adjacent  grounds. 

Riding  on  the  Meadow. 

The  meadow  is  open  to  equestrians  whenever 
the  turf  is  firm,  but  in  the  spring  and  late  in 
autumn  it  is  usually  too  soft.  In  a  wet  season 
like  the  last  some  portions  are  in  an  unfit  con- 
dition about  half  the  time  all  through  the  sum- 
mer. Shutting  off  the  equestrians  from  the 
meadow  on  this  account  causes  perpetual  fric- 
tion, as  the  cause  for  such  restriction  is  rarely 
understood,  and  an  open  stretch  of  smooth  turf 
offers  the  best  possible  conditions  for  a  free 
gallop.  No  method  of  constructing  or  main- 
taining a  bridle  road  will  provide  so  good  a  foot- 
ing for  the  horse,  or  be  so  easy  for  the  rider. 
But  whenever  the  ground  is  wet,  deep  footprints 
are  cut  into  the  sod  in  galloping  over  it,  and 
when  these  become  dry  and  hard,  horses  are  lia- 
ble to  stumble  on  them  or  sprain  their  joints. 
To  enjoy  permanently  the  privilege  of  galloping 
at  full  speed  with  perfect  safety  over  the  Park 
Meadow  it  is  necessary  that  it  should  not  be 
damaged  by  use  when  the  ground  is  soft. 
Though  few  equestrians  have  appreciated  this 
necessity,  the  risk  of  damage  to  the  turf  is  so 
great  that,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  no  riding  what- 
ever is  allowed  on  the  grass  in  any  other  park  in 
the  country. 
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Horse  Sheds  and  Offices. 

The  range  of  horse  sheds  built  during  the 
autumn  is  situated  on  the  south  boundary  of  the 
Park,  about  midway  between  Lincoln  parkway 
and  the  southwest  angle  of  the  grounds.  They 
occupy  three  sides  of  a  quadrangle  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  feet  square,  the  shed 
space  being  in  all  two  hundred  and  fifty-six  feet 
long  by  twenty-three  feet  deep.  The  two  in- 
closed angles  of  the  square  not  being  suitable 
for  sheds,  a  stable  with  suitable  feed-rooms  and 
carriage-house  was  fitted  up  in  one  angle,  and  a 
small  police  station  and  tool-room  in  the  other. 
The  interior  court  is  one  hundred  feet  by  eighty 
feet,  all  of  which  has  been  macadamized,  and 
the  space  under  the  shed  roof  has  been  paved. 

A  short  macadam  drive  has  been  built  con- 
necting the  concourse  "loop"  of  the  Park  drive 
with  the  court  yard.  At  the  junction  of  this 
branch  with  the  "loop  drive"  a  circular  iron 
drinking  fountain  for  horses  has  been  erected. 
As  soon  as  it  was  set  up  it  was  largely  used 
every  fine  day,  and  will  be  a  great  public  con- 
venience in  the  future.  The  gas  and  water  pipes 
of  the  Park  have  been  extended  to  the  offices 
in  the  sheds,  and  the  whole  structure  has  been 
well. drained  and  sewered. 
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Bridges. 

The  Delaware  avenue  bridge  over  the  creek 
having  become  unsafe,  the  floor  and  floor  beams 
were  entirely  renewed  with  white  oak  planking. 
The  bridge  over  the  lake  on  the  line  of  the  Park 
drive  is  decaying  fast,  especially  under  the  foot- 
path on  each  side.  A  general  renewal  of  a  large 
portion  of  it  will  be  necessary  the  coming  sea- 
son. As  all  woodwork  rots  so  soon  in  a  damp 
situation,  it  would  probably  be  more  economical 
in  the  end  to  substitute  iron  girders  in  place  of 
the  timber  spans  and  trusses  of  this  bridge, 
whenever  an  entire  new  construction  shall  be- 
come necessary. 

The  apron  and  wing  walls  of  the  waste-weir 
gates  have  been  much  damaged  by  heavy  ice  in 
spring  freshets.  The  outlet  neck  of  the  dam  is 
also  subject  to  much  abrasion  from  the  same 
cause.  The  abutment  walls  of  the  proposed 
bridge  for  the  bridle  road  and  walk  across  this 
outlet  when  built  will  be  doubly  useful  in  pre- 
venting further  damage  of  this  nature. 

Humboldt    Parkway. 

On  Humboldt  parkway  the  bridge  over  Sca- 
jaquada  creek  became  unsafe  during  the  summer 
and  was  entirely  renewed,  the  abutment  walls  at 
the  same  time  being  raised  one  foot.  Owing  to 
the   sharp    turn  of  the  creek  at  this  point  the 
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bank  near  the  bridge  is  being  rapidly  under- 
mined by  every  flood.  Both  the  position  and 
plan  of  this  bridge  indicate  its  temporary  char- 
acter, and  a  permanent  structure  must  soon  be 
built,  providing  both  a  better  channel  for  the 
creek  and  more  breadth  for  the  roadways.  The 
ugly  break  in  the  parkway  at  this  point  can  be 
remedied  only  by  building  one  or  more  stone 
stone  arched  culverts  entirely  below  the  natural 
grade  and  across  the  full  width  of  the  parkway. 

Parts  of  this  parkway  are  badly  rutted,  and 
in  wet  weather  are  quite  muddy.  On  weekdays 
nearly  all  the  travel  over  it  consists  of  the  lighter 
business  traffic  of  a  large  stretch  of  territory. 
Avenue  "  A,"  though  a  more  direct  route,  is 
always  so  very  rough  that  by  actual  count  for  a 
month  it  was  found  that  eight-ninths  of  the 
travel,  which  otherwise  would  pass  over  it,  turns 
aside  from  it  to  the  parkway. 

The  Parade. 

No  special  work  has  been  done  at  the  Parade 
except  a  general  repair  of  the  front  and  the  side 
verandas  of  the  first  floor  of  the  House.  The 
base  of  the  columns  and  also  most  of  the  floor 
joists  and  beams  had  become  rotten.  Many  of 
the  floor  joists  of  the  large  veranda  in  the  rear 
of  the  House  are  also  decaying  fast,  and  ought 
to  be  renewed  the  coming  season. 
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Fillmore  Avenue. 

Fillmore  avenue  -has  not  been  in  good  condi- 
tion during  much  of  the  year.  The  wet  weather 
of  November  made  it  very  muddy  throughout, 
and  parts  of  it  became  much  cut  up  by  heavy 
traffic.  In  midsummer  an  extensive  repair  was 
made  on  the  section  between  Broadway  and 
Clinton  street,  about  650  loads  of  stone  chips 
and  400  loads  of  gravel  being  used  in  this  work. 
Where  there  is  so  much  traffic,  all  repairs  of  this 
nature  are  very  temporary.  A  first-class  perma- 
nent pavement  is  urgently  needed,  especially  in 
the  section  between  Broadway  and  Genesee 
street. 

During  the  year  considerable  work  has  been 
done  on  this  avenue  by  other  departments  of 
the  City.  The  Mutual  Gas  Light  Company  laid 
a  six-inch  pipe  near  the  gutter  line  on  each  side 
of  the  roadway  from  Genesee  to  William  streets, 
and  set  up  sixty-two  lamps.  The  Engineer  ex- 
tended the  sewer  in  the  east  sidewalk  from  Broad- 
way to  within  100  feet  of  Genesee  street.  The 
Water  Department  laid  a  sixteen-inch  pipe  in 
the  west  sidewalk  from  Genesee  to  Sycamore 
streets.:      , 


BiDWELL  Parkway. 

The  Council  having  ordered  the  Lamp  Dis- 
trict  extended    through    Bidwell    parkway  and 
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place,  the  Buffalo  Gas  Light  Company  laid  a 
six-inch  pipe  near  the  outer  gutter  of  each  road- 
way and  set  up  fifty-four  lamps  in  this  approach. 
A  sewer  was  built  by  the  Engineer  from  the 
Bird  avenue  sewer  along  the  west  border  of 
Soldiers'  place  and  the  east  sidewalk  of  this 
parkway  to  Clinton  avenue.  Another  has  been 
laid  in  the  westerly  sidewalk  from  Soldiers*  place 
to  within  a  hundred  feet  of  Bidwell  place. 

Richmond  Avenue. 

The  most  important  work  of  the  year  has 
been  the  paving  of  Richmond  avenue,  from  the 
Circle  to  Bidwell  place,  with  "  Barber's  Trinidad 
Asphalt"  The  construction  consists  of  a  solid 
concrete  foundation,  six  inches  in  thickness 
The  asphalt  composition  is  laid  on  this  base, 
two  and  one-half  inches  thick.  In  the  work  on 
Richmond  avenue  the  concrete  base  was  laid 
eight  inches  thick  between  Bryant  street  and 
Anderson  place,  a  distance  of  1,200  feet,  because 
through  this  section  the  subsoil  is  largely  com- 
posed of  a  spongy  quicksand. 

The  length  of  the  new  pavement  is  6,022  feet, 
the  width  fifty  feet,  with  a  deep  curb,  six  inches 
thick.  The  small  circle  at  the  intersection  of 
Ferry  and  Massachusetts  streets  afforded  space 
for  a  considerable  enlargement  of  the  roadway 
at  this  important  junction.     On  the  Richmond 
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avenue  branch  of  the  Circle  a  portion  of  the 
macadam  roadway,  135  feet  in  length,  was  sur- 
faced with  asphalt,  to  test  its  durability  on  a 
macadam  base,  with  a  view  to  its  use  in  the 
future  repair  of  Porter  avenue,  if  the  experiment 
prove  satisfactory.  The  remainder  of  the  drives 
of  the  Circle  were  at  the  same  time  dressed 
with  a  good  layer  of  gravel. 

The  Front  and  Fort  Porter 

The  only  special  work  at  the  Front  was  to 
gravel  for  temporary  use  the  new  drive  through 
Fort  Porter,  and  also  the  "  Bank."  As  Massa- 
chusetts street,  from  the  Bank  to  Richmond 
avenue,  was  paved  with  asphalt  last  summer,  a 
large  proportion  of  the  pleasure  travel  between 
the  Front  and  the  Park  has,  since  it  was  paved, 
taken  this  convenient  "  short-cut"  route.  As  all 
this  travel  passes  over  the  Fort  Porter  drive  it 
is  desirable  that  this  important  link  of  the  park 
system  should  be  paved.  As  it  occupies  such  a 
prominent  position  for  obtaining  a  fine  .view 
over  river  and  lake,  it  is  a  very  popular  resort, 
and  its  unfinished  condition  is  not  creditable  to 
the  City. 

The  foot-path  accommodation  of  the  Front  is 
defective.  The  westerly  walk  between  the  South 
Gate  and  the  Terrace  is  too  narrow,  and  no 
permanent  path  has  yet   been  built  along   the 
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edge  of  the  bluff  on  the  outer  western  margin 
of  the  Terrace.  This  part  of  the  Front  is  more 
frequented  by  visitors  than  any  other,  because  it 
affords  the  broadest  prospect  of  the  lake.  The 
present  path  is  an  unsightly  foot-worn  track  in 
the  grass,  which  is  slimy  and  slippery  in  wet 
weather.  The  chief  walks  in  Prospect  place  are 
also  in  bad  condition  and  need  reconstruction, 
as  suggested  in  the  last  annual  report 

Police. 

Eight  park  policemen,  appointed  by  the  Board 
on  the  nineteenth  of  June,  served  on  the  parks 
from  that  date  till  the  first  of  December.  Dur- 
ing most  of  this  period  three  men  were  on  duty 
on  the  Park,  one  on  the  Parade,  one  on  Fillmore 
avenue,  one  on  the  Front,  one  on  Richmond 
avenue  and  the  west  side  approaches,  and  one 
on  Humboldt  parkway  and  the  Park  meadow. 
All  the  men  proved  to  be  active  and  vigilant 
officers — men  of  good  judgment  and  faithful  to 
their  trust.  Their  services  were  of  great  value 
in  preserving  order,  protecting  property  and 
preventing  many  petty  trespasses  that  were  be- 
coming quite  common  previous  to  their  appoint- 
ment. No  arrests  were  made  except  when 
absolutely  necessary,  owing  to  willful  and  fla- 
grant violation  of  the  park  ordinances.  The 
few  persons  arrested  were  all  tried  in  the  Munic- 
ipal Court  and  duly  fined. 
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Number  of  Park  Visitors. 

A  daily  record  of  the  number  of  visitors  to 
the  Park,  by  way  of  Lincoln  parkway,  was  kept 
for  five  months  by  one  of  the  officers.  A  similar 
record  of  visitors  entering  by  way  of  Humboldt 
parkway  was  kept  for  about  two  months.  An 
occasional  count  was  made  of  the  visitors  to  the 
Front  and  to  the  Parade,  sufficiently  often  to 
give  the  general  ratio  for  comparison  with  the 
Park  records. 

A  summary  of  the  figures  thus  compiled 
shows  that  for  the  four  months  of  July-October 
the  average  number  of  visitors  to  the  main  Park 
in  all  weathers  was,  \n  round  numbers,  4,000  on 
Sundays  and  1,000  on  other  days.  This  is  ex- 
clusive of  those  entering  by  the  horse  cars, 
which,  last  season,  averaged  only  350  daily,  a 
considerable  reduction  from  the  number  in  sev- 
eral former  years. 

At  the  Front  the  average  was  about  the  same 
on  week  days  as  at  the  Park,  and  about  1,000 
larger  on  Sundays.  At  the  Parade,  during  the 
same  months,  the  number  was  about  500  on 
week  days  and  from  8,000  to  10,000  on  Sundays. 
To  all  the  parks  the  number  of  visitors  varied 
very  much  from  day  to  day,  according  to  the 
weather  and  various  other  causes.  On  one  or 
two  Sundays  the  total  number  visiting  all  three 
parks  was  about  25,000,  while  on  a  rainy  day 
within,  perhaps,  the  same  week  the  count  would 
be  less  than  100. 
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Though  no  systematic  record  was  kept  in  any 
former  year,  occasional  counts  were  made  suffi- 
ciently often  for  a  general  comparison.  These 
indicate  that  the  number  of  visitors  to  the  main 
park  was  considerably  less  last  year  than  for 
several  years  back.  This  result  was,  no  doubt, 
in  large  measure  due  to  the  cool  and  rainy 
weather.  But  probably  the  chief  cause  was  the 
temporary  popularity  of  short  excursions  from 
the  City,  both  by  rail  and  water,  owing  to  the 
great  reduction  of  fares  made  last  season,  es- 
pecially by  steamboat.  For  a  trip  to  the  various 
landings  on  the  river  and  back,  or  for  a  sail  out 
on  the  lake  and  return,  the  fare  was  only  half  of 
former  rates,  and  it  is  currently  believed  that  the 
number  of  passengers  was  more  than  doubled. 

Labor  Force. 

The  daily  average  number  of  workmen  em- 
ployed during  the  year,  exclusive  of  work  done 
by  contract,  was,  in  each  month,  as  follows:  In 
January  fifteen,  February  five,  March  five,  April 
forty,  May  ninety,  June  107,  July  100,  August 
eighty-eight,  September  seventy-five,  October 
eighteen,  November  twenty,  December  seven- 
teen.  The  daily  average  for  the  whole  year  was 
forty-nine,  of  whom  eight  were  owners  or  drivers 
of  teams.  Respectfully  submitted, 

William  McMillan, 
SuperintendenL 
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FINANCIAL  STA  TEMENT,  1885. 


•  m  • 


Abstract  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures. 

Receipts* 

Appropriated  by  Common  Council..  $102,667.00 

From  Park  Improvement  Fund $4,294.60 

For  rents i  ,900 .  00 

For  hay 638.78 

For  trees 18.00 

For  broken  stone 153-25 

From  Secretary,  over-payments  on  pay 

rolls 31-63 

',036.26 


$109,703.26 

Disbursements. 

For  labor $16,703 .  22 

For  teams 8,543 .  24 

For  salaries 3,500.00 

For  construction 8,208 .  36 

For  manure  and  fertilizers 1,667  .60 

For  trees,  plants  and  seeds 615.72 

For  police 3»232 .  50 

For  tools  and  implements 1,175  .41 

For  gravel 2,609  •  ^7 

For  paving  Richmond  avenue 55»7i5-3o 

For  repairs    1,794.70 

For  local  taxes 2,252.69 

For  iron  foot  bridge 1,240.20 

For  feed  for  animals 289 . 7 1 

For  insurance 802 .  50 

For  printing,  stationery,  etc 165  .  88 

For  office  expenses 38-53 

For  lamps,  gas,  etc 305 .40 

For  miscellaneous 840.89 

$109,701 .03 

Balance , $2 .  26 
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APPENDIX  L 

Area,  Length  of  Drives  in  Use,  and  Cost 
OF  Construction  of  Each  Park,  Parkway 
AND  Place  to  January   i,  1885. 

Lineal  Feet  Cost  of  Lands 

Acres.  of  Drives.  and  Improve- 
ments. 

The  Park 35oJ<  18,000  S^53»7^x^ 

The  Parade 56  SiS^o  163,000 

The  Front 31}^  2,000  1 15,000 

Prospect  Place 73^  ...             

Total AA^\i  25*500  $93i»7oo 

Fillmore  Avenue 251^  11,100  $127,000 

Humboldt  Parkway 4314^  16,600  62,500 

Agassiz  Place 41^  450  3*300 

Total 73  28,150  $192,800 

Porter  Avenue 8  3»500  $47,000 

Richmond  Avenue \^%  6,000  22,250 

Bidwell  Parkway 10^4  4^650  21,800 

C^hapin   Parkway Z%  3i8oo  22,600 

Lincoln  Parkway i\  1,700  21,400 

Bidwell  Place 51^  ii75o  6,000 

Chapin  Place 5  1,700  11,600 

Soldiers'  Place 8^^  2,000  12,800 

The  Circle 4j^  1,000  21,400 

Fort  Porter  Bank 4  1,900  4»5oo 

Total  781^  28,000  $i9ii35o 

Total  in  Parks 445^^  25,500  $93^7oo 

Total  in  East  Side  Ap- 
proaches         73  28,150  192,800 

Total  in  West  Side  Ap- 
proaches         781^  28,000  191.350 

Grand  Total 597  81,650  $1,315*850 
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APPENDIX  IL 

Approximate    Distances  of   the    Park    from 

Seneca  Street,  etc. 

Feet. 

Seneca  Street,  by  Fillmore  Avenue,  the  Parade  House 
and  Humboldt  Parkway  to  Ledgewood  Gate,  near 
the  Rock  Ledges 23,500 

Seneca  Street,  by  Front  Avenue,  the  Lake  View 
House,  Massachusetts  Street  and  West  Side  Ap- 
proaches to  City  Gate  near  the  Boat-house '.     24,000 

Seneca  Street,  by  Jefferson  St.,  to  Ledgewood  Gate,    20,000 

Seneca  Street,  by  Michigan  St.,  to  Ledgewood  Gate,    20,000 

Seneca  Street,  by  Main  Street  horse-car  line,  to  City 

Gate 21 ,000 

Seneca  Street,  by  Delaware  Avenue  and  Parkways, 

to  City  Gate 19,000 

Seneca  Street,  by  Fillmore  Avenue,  to  Parade  House,    1 1,600 

Seneca  Street,  by  Front  Avenue  to  Lake  View  House,      9,250 

Parade  House,  by  Humboldt  Parkway,  to  Ledgewood 

Gate 1 2,000 

Lake  View  House,  by  Massachusetts  St.,  to  City  Gate,    14,750 

Lake  View  House,  by  Porter  Avenue  and  Parkways, 

to  City  Gate 16,300 

Lake  View  House,  by  Massachusetts  Street,  to  Boat- 
house  15,300 

Parade  House,  by  Humboldt  Parkway,  etc.,  to  Boat- 
house  1 8,300 

Parade  House,  by  Park  Boat-house  to  Lake  View 

House 33,600 

Parade  House,  by  Best  and  North  Streets,  to  Lake 

View  House : 1 7,500 

City    Gate,  by    South    Meadow    Drive  of   Park,  to 

Ledgewood  Gate 6,900 

City  Gate,  by  Northeast  Meadow  Drive  of  Park,  to 

Ledgewood  Gate 10,900 

Circuit  Drive  around  the  Park  Meadow 6,800 

City  Gate,  around  Meadow  and  back  to  City  Gate,    16,900 
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APPENDIX  III. 

Divisions    and    Dimensions    of    the    Parks, 

Parkways   and   Places. 

Acres.        Acres.        Acres. 

Park  Lake  or  Gala  Water 46^ 

Water  Border 75 

Water  Park  (west  of  Delaware  ave.),  i2i)i 

The  Meadow  (including  Deer  Paddock),  150 

Meadow  Border 79 

Meadow  Park  (east  of  Delaware  ave.),*  229 

The  Park 35o>< 

Parade  Green 20 

Parade  House  Plaza 4 

Parade  Border 32 

The  Parade 56 

Front  Play  Green ^H 

Terrace   Concourse 3 Ji 

Front  Border  and  Fort  Porter  Bank,  24^^ 

The  Front 35J^ 

Prospect  Place  (two  adjacent  blks.  each),  594  ft.  X  281  ft. 

Bidwell  Place  (Square) 510  ft.  X  465  ft. 

Chapin   Place  (Square) 500  ft.  X  420  ft. 

Soldiers'  Place  (Circle) 700  ft.  in  diameter. 

Agassiz   Place  (Circle) 490  ft.  in  diameter. 

The   Circle 500  ft.  in  diameter. 

Humboldt  Parkway 9>405  ft-  ^  200  ft. 

Lincoln  Parkway 1*695  ft.  X  200  ft. 

Bidwell  Parkway 2,323  ft.  X  200  ft. 

Chapin    Parkway 1,904  ft.  X  200  ft. 

Fillmore  Avenue 1 1,097  ft.  X  100  ft. 

Richmond  Avenue 6,022  ft.  X  100  ft. 

Porter  Avenue 3,500  ft.  X  100  ft. 

Porter  Avenue 975  ft.  X    50  ft. 


CHARTER  AMENDMENTS. 


The  following  are  the  Amendments  to  the 
Charter  referring  to  the  Park  Department,  being 
chapter  i8i,  Laws  of  1885. 

Section  22.  The  following  sections  are  hereby 
added  to  title  nine  of  said  act  (chapter  519,  Laws 
of  1870): 

§  22.  There  shall  be  a  board  of  park  commissioners 
of  the  City  of  Buffalo,  to  consist  of  fifteen  commis- 
sioners, who  shall  be  citizens  of  said  city,  and  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  mayor  thereof,  with  the  consent  of  a 
majority  of  all  the  members  of  the  common  council 
of  said  city;  the  said  mayor  shall  also  be  a  member  of 
said  board,  ex-officio.  The  name  and  style  of  said 
board  shall  be  "The  Park  Commissioners."  The 
present  park  commissioners  of  said  city  shall  constitute 
said  board  until  the  expiration  of  their  respective  terms 
of  office,  and  until  others  are  appointed  in  their  places; 
at  the  expiration  of  their  several  terms  of  office,  the 
vacancies  thereby  created  shall  be  filled  by  appoint- 
ment, as  hereinbefore  provided,  of  a  person  or  persons 
who  shall  hold  office  for  six  years,  and  until  their  suc- 
cessors are  appointed  and  qualified.  Should  a  vacancy 
occur  in  said  board  by  reason  of  death,  resignation  or 
otherwise,  except  the  expiration  of  term  of  office, 
there  shall  be  appointed,  in  the  manner  hereinbefore 
provided,  a  person  to  fill  such  vacancy,  whose  term  of 
office  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  the  term  of  the  one 
whose  vacancy  he  is  appointed  to  fill.  No  member 
of  said  board  shall  receive  any  compensation  for  his 
services,  but  each  commissioner  shall  be  entitled  to 
receive  his  actual  disbursements  for  expenses  in  visiting 
and  superintending  said  park,  when  such  visits  or 
service  shall  be  made  or  rendered  by  the  direction  of 
the  said  board  of  commissioners.  No  member  of  the 
common  council  of  said  city  shall  be  eligible  to  the 
office  of  park  commissioner. 
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§  23-  A  majority  of  the  board  of  the  said  park 
commissioners  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  trans- 
action of  business.  The  said  board  shall  have  the  full 
and  exclusive  power  to  make  rules  and  by-laws  for 
the  orderly  transaction  of  their  business;  to  govern, 
manage  and  direct  and  to  lay  out  and  regulate  the 
park  and  the  approaches  thereto ;  to  appoint  such 
engineers,  surveyors,  clerks  and  other  officers  as  may 
be  necessary,  including  a  police  force,  not  exceeding 
twelve  in  number ;  to  prescribe  and  define  their 
respective  duties  and  to  fix  the  amount  of  their  com- 
pensation, and,  generally  in  regard  to  said  parks  and 
the  approaches  thereto,  they  shall  possess  all  the 
power  and  authority  now  by  law  conferred  upon  or 
possessed  by  the  common  council  of  said  city  in 
respect  to  the  public  streets,  sidewalks,  squares  and 
places  in  said  city.  The  said  board  of  commissioners 
shall  have  sole  and  exclusive  power,  by  contract  or 
otherwise,  to  open,  grade,  construct,  repair  and  main- 
tain the  roadways  of  said  approaches,  and  the  assent 
of  adjacent  property  owners  thereto  shall  not  be 
necessary ;  but  no  such  work  shall  be  done  where  any 
part  thereof  is  assessable,  as  hereinafter  provided,  until 
notice  of  intention  to  order  it  shall  have  been  published 
in  the  official  paper  of  the  city,  by  order  of  said  board, 
at  least  twice  a  week  for  two  consecutive  weeks  before 
the  same  shall  be  ordered,  the  last  publication  to  be 
at  least  one  week  before  the  same  is  so  ordered,  and 
all  interested  parties  shall  have  an  opportunity  to  be 
heard  before  said  board  at  such  time  as  it  shall  appoint 
in  such  notice ;  provided  that  no  such  notice  or  hearing 
shall  be  necessary  in  the  case  of  work,  the  expense  of 
which  shall  not  exceed  two  hundred  dollars.  The  said 
board  shall  have  power  to  construct  and  lay,  or  cause 
to  be  constructed  and  laid,  sidewalks  on  the  said 
approaches  and  to  provide  by  ordinance  for  repairing 
the  same,  and  removing  snow,  ice  and  dirt  therefrom, 
by  and  at  the  expense  of  the  owners  and  occupants  of 
the  property  in  front  of  which  such  sidewalks  may  be, 
and  to  provide  fines  and  penalties  for  violation  of 
such  ordinances,  not  exceeding  twice  the  cost  of  such 
repairing  and  the  removing  of  such  ice,  snow  and  dirt, 
and  all   persons  violating  the  same   shall  be  deemed 
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guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  punished  as  hereinafter 
provided.  The  said  approaches  shall,  within  the  intent 
and  meaning  of  this  act,  be  deemed  to  include  all  lands 
within  the  boundaries  thereof,  together  with  all  rights 
and  easements  appurtenant  thereto,  and  such  portions 
thereof  as  may  be  within  the  boundaries  of  intersecting 
city  streets ;  provided,  nevertheless,  that  the  common 
council  of  said  city  shall  have  jurisdiction  of  said  inter- 
secting city  streets  up  to  the  curb  line  of  such  approach, 
and  the  expense  of  opening,  grading,  paving,  repairing 
and  maintaining  the  roadways  and  sidewalks  of  such 
portions  of  said  intersecting  city  streets  shall  be 
assessed  and  collected  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
expense  of  constructing,  grading  and  repairing  the 
city  streets  or  sidewalks.  Policemen  appointed  by  the 
said  board  shall  have  the  same  powers  as  patrolmen  of 
the  police  department  of  the  City  of  Buffalo,  and  shall 
be  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  park  commissioners  and 
i  the  park  superintendent,  or  such  other  officer  as  the 

board  may  designate. 

§  24.  It  shall  be  a  misdemeanor  for  any  park  com- 
missioner to  be,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  any  way 
pecuniarily  interested  in  any  contract  or  work  of  any 
kind  whatever  connected  with  said  parks  or  approaches 
thereto ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  person  who 
may  have  knowledge  or  information  of  the  violation 
of  this  provision,  forthwith  to  report  the  same  to  the 
mayor  of  the  City  of  Buffalo,  who  shall  present  the 
facts  of  the  case  to  the  Superior  Court  of  Buffalo. 
The  said  court  shall  hear,  in  a  summary  manner,  such 
commissioner  in  relation  thereto,  and  any  evidence  he 
may  offer;  and  if,  after  such  hearing,  the  said  court 
shall  be  satisfied  of  the  truth  of  such  charge,  the 
justice  holding   the  same   shall   by  an   order  of   said 

(court,  to  be  made  at  chambers  or  in  term,  immediately 
remove  such  commissioner.    Every  commissioner  shall, 
I  before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  take  and 

subscribe  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  constitution  of 
the  state,  which  oath  shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the 
clerk  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Buffalo. 

§  25.  The  said  park  commissioners  shall  in  the 
month  of  January  in  each  year,  make  to  the  common 

l! 
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council  of  said  city  a  full  report  of  their  proceedings 
and  a  detailed  statement  of  all  their  receipts  and 
expenditures. 

§  26.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  park  qommis- 
sioners  to  let  from  year  to  year,  or  for  any  term  not 
exceeding  ten  years,  any  buildings  and  the  grounds 
attached  thereto,  which  may  be  within  the  boundaries 
of  said  park  or  parks,  and  the  said  park  commissioners 
may  sell  any  building  improvements  and  products  of 
said  parks  or  approaches,  which  in  their  judgment  shall 
not  be  required  for  the  purposes  of  said  parks  and 
approaches ;  and  the  proceeds  of  such  leases  and  sales 
shall  be  deposited  with  the  treasurer  of  said  city  to  the 
credit  of  the  park  fund,  which  is  hereinafter  created  ; 
and  such  proceeds  shall  be  used  by  the  said  commis- 
sioners for  the  improvement  or  maintenance  of  the 
said  parks  or  approaches. 

§  27.  The  said  park  commissioners  shall  have 
power,  upon  such  terms  or  upon  the  payment  of  such 
yearly  license  fee  or  such  per  capita  tax  as  said  com- 
nriissioners  may  prescribe,  to  grant  to  any  street  railway 
company  in  said  city  the  privilege  of  laying  down  and 
operating  a  railway,  for  the  carriage  of  passengers 
only,  through  said  approaches ;  but  no  street  or  other 
railway  shall  enter  upon,  in  or  through  the  said  park 
or  parks  without  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the 
members  of  the  board.  The  said  commissioners  shall 
have  sole  power  to  license  hacks,  omnibuses  and  other 
vehicles  for  use  in  said  park,  parks  or  approaches  under 
such  regulations  as  the  said  commissioners  shall  pre- 
scribe. All  sums  of  money  which  may  be  received  by 
the  said  commissioners,  pursuant  to  this  section,  shall 
be  deposited  with  the  city  treasurer  to  the  credit  of  the 
park  fund,  and  shall  be  devoted  to  the  improvement 
and  maintenance  of  said  park,  parks  or  approaches. 

§  28.  The  common  council  of  said  city  shall  every 
year  grant  to  the  said  park  commissioners  such  sum  of 
money  as  they  shall  require  and  as  to  the  said  com- 
mon council  shall  appear  reasonable  and  just,  for  the 
government,  improvement,  paving  and  maintenance  of 
said  parks  and  approaches,  and  for  keeping  in  repair 
the  improvements  and  structures  therein,  and  for 
furnishing   a   suitable    office    for   said    commissioners. 
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One-half  of  all  the  expenses  for  opening,  grading, 
paving,  constructing,  repairing  (except  repairs  the 
expenses  of  which  shall  not  exceed  two  hundred 
dollars),  or  otherwise  improving  the  curbing  and  road- 
ways of  the  said  approaches,  shall  be  a  charge  upon 
the  property  adjacent  to  such  approaches,  and  bene- 
fited thereby,  and  shall  be  a  lien  thereon,  and  assessed, 
levied  and  collected  in  the  same  manner  as  other  local 
assessments,  and  when  collected  shall  be  paid  into  the 
park  fund ;  provided  that  where  any  approach  or  part 
of  an  approach  shall  have  three  roadways,  no  part  of 
the  expense  of  opening,  grading,  constructing,  paving, 
repairing  or  otherwise  improving  the  central  roadway 
shall  be  assessed  upon  private  property,  and  one-half 
the  expense  of  opening,  grading,  paving,  constructing, 
repairing  where  the  repairs  shall  cost  two  hundred 
dollars,  and  otherwise  improving  a  lateral  roadway, 
shall  be  assessed  upon  the  private  property  abutting 
on  such  lateral  roadway  and  benefited  thereby.  Where 
any  approach,  or  part  of  an  approach,  has  two  road- 
ways and  no  more,  the  expense  of  opening,  grading, 
constructing,  paving  and  repairing  (where  the  expense 
of  such  repairs  exceeds  two  hundred  dollars),  and 
otherwise  improving  each  roadway,  shall  be  assessed 
on  the  property  abutting  on  the  roadway  on  which  the 
work  shall  be  done.  The  common  council  of  said  city 
shall  order  one-half  of  the  expense  of  opening,  grading, 
constructing,  paving,  repairing  and  otherwise  improve- 
ing  such  approaches,  to  be  raised  by  general  tax,  and 
the  other  half  to  be  assessed,  levied  and  collected  as 
local  assessments,  as  hereinbefore  provided,  upon  the 
same  being  reported  to  them  by  the  board,  and  all 
such  taxes  and  assessments,  when  collected,  shall  be 
paid  into  the  park  fund.  The  said  commissioners  may 
construct,  repair  and  maintain  sidewalks  upon  said 
approaches  at  the  expense  of  the  owners  of  the  parcels 
of  land  in  front  of  which  the  work  is  done,  and  shall 
report  the  expense  of  the  work  to  the  common  council, 
which  shall  direct  the  same  to  be  assessed  upon  the 
parcels  of  land  in  front  of  which  the  work  was  done, 
or  is  to  be  done,  in  proportion  to  the  benefit ;  and  the 
board  of  assessors  shall  thereupon  assess  the  same. 
Such   assessments  shall    be   liens   upon   the   property 
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assessed,  and  be  levied  and  collected  in  the  same 
manner  as  other  local  assessments.  All  moneys  col- 
lected upon  such  assessments  shall  be  paid  into  the 
city  treasury  to  the  credit  of  the  park  fund.  The  said 
commissioners  shall  furnish  annually — and  the  sum 
estimated  in  this  year  for  the  improvement  of  Rich- 
mond avenue  shall  be  deemed  within  the  prov^isions  of 
this  act — an  estimate  of  what  sum  of  money  they  will 
require  for  the  government,  maintenance  and  improve- 
ment of  said  park,  parks  and  approaches,  specifying 
the  particular  improvements,  if  any  are  proposed  to  be 
made  on  any  park  approach,  and  the  said  council,  in 
making  its  annual  grant  to  said  commissioners,  shall 
specify  each  item  and  the  amount  of  each  item  of  such 
estimate  granted  for  improving  any  of  such  approaches, 
as  well  as  th^  total  amount.  Said  commissioners  shall 
not  apply  the  moneys  so  granted  for  any  particular 
improvement  on  any  park  approach  to  any  other 
purpose.  The  money  granted  by  said  common  council 
shall  be  paid  out  of  the  park  fund,  which  is  hereby 
created,  as  ordered  by  said  commissioners,  upon  their 
drafts,  signed  by  the  president  and  secretary^,  and 
countersigned  by  the  comptroller.  The  said  annual 
estimate  of  said  commissioner  shall  be  certified  by 
the  secretary  of  said  board  and  furnished  to  the  city 
comptroller  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  March  of 
each  year,  which  estimate,  as  furnished,  shall  be  in- 
cluded by  said  comptroller  in  his  annual  estimates. 

g  29.  The  said  board  of  commissioners  shall  have 
the  sole  power  to  determine  the  places  in  said  parks 
and  approaches  where  sewers  and  gas  and  water-pipes 
shall  be  laid  ;  and  no  trench  for  any  sewer,  gas-pipe  or 
water-pipe  shall  be  opened  in  any  of  said  parks  or 
approaches  until  said  commissioners  shall  have  desig- 
nated the  location  of  the  same.  They  shall  have 
power,  when  the  roadway  of  any  approach  is  con- 
structed or  repaired,  to  cause  connections  to  be  made 
and  extended  from  the  sewers,  gas-pipes  and  water- 
pipes  which  may  be  therein,  to  the  sidewalk  border 
thereof,  at  such  distances  apart  as  they  shall  determine 
to  be  necessary.  The  expense  of  making  such  con- 
nections shall  be  a  local  tax,  and  shall  be  ordered  by 
said  common  council  to  be  assessed  upon  the  parcels 
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of  land  with  which  such  connections  shall  be  made, 
upon  the  expense  thereof  being  reported  to  it  by  said 
commissioners.  The  city  may  recover  the  amount  of 
such  assessments,  with  the  additions  and  interest,  of 
the  owners  of  such  parcels,  by  action  in  its  name,  when 
they  shall  remain  unpaid  for  more  than  sixty  days 
after  the  rolls  shall  have  been  delivered  to  the  city 
treasurer,  and  may  enforce  the  same  as  provided  in 
title  seven  of  this  act.  Such  assessments  when  col- 
lected shall  be  paid  into  the  city  treasury,  to  the  credit 
of  the  park  fund. 

§  30.  None  of  the  said  park  commissioners,  nor  any 
person,  whether  in  the  employ  of  said  commissioners 
or  otherwise,  nor  said  common  council,  shall  have  the 
power  to  create  any  debt,  obligation,  claim  or  liability 
for  or  on  account  of  the  said  park  commissioners,  or  of 
said  park,  parks  or  approaches,  except  with  the  express 
authority  of  said  commissioners,  conferred  at  a  meeting 
thereof  duly  convened  and  held. 

§  31.  No  telegraph,  telephone,  or  electric-light  wires 
or  other  wires,  or  posts  or  supports  therefor,  shall  be 
erected  or  placed  in,  upon,  through  or  over  said  park, 
parks  or  approaches  without  the  consent  of  said  park 
commissioners,  and  the  said  commissioners  shall  have 
full  power  and  authority  to  designate  the  place  and 
places  for,  and  manner  of  erecting,  placing  and  main- 
taining the  same,  and  may  cause  the  places  and 
manner  of  maintaining  the  same,  whether  heretofore 
or  hereafter  erected  or  placed,  to  be  altered  at  such 
times  and  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  deem  best  for 
the  interests  of  said  park,  parks  and  approaches,  and 
may  require  such  wires  to  be  laid  underground. 

§  32.  The  office  of  any  one  of  the  said  park  com- 
missioners who  shall  not  attend  the  meetings  of  the 
board  for  three  successive  months,  after  having  been 
duly  notified  of  such  meetings,  without  reason  therefor 
satisfactory  to  said  board,  or  without  leave  of  absence 
from  said  board,  shall  by  said  board  be  declared  vacant. 

§  33.  Real  and  personal  property  may  be  granted, 
bequeathed,  devised  or  conveyed  to  the  said  city  for 
the  purpose  of  the  improvement  or  ornamentation  of 
the  said  parks  or  approaches,  or  for  the  establishment 
or  maintenance  therein  of  museums,  zoological  or  other 
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gardens,  collections  of  natural  history,  abservatories, 
libraries,  nonuments  or  works  of  art,  upon  such  trusts 
and  conditions  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  grantors 
or  devisors  thereof  and  agreed  to  by  the  mayor  and 
common  council  of  said  city.  All  property  so  devised, 
granted,  bequeathed  or  conveyed,  and  the  rents,  issues, 
profits  and  income  thereof  shall  be  subject  to  the 
exclusive  management,  directicfn  and  control  of  said 
park  commissioners.  Real  estate  may  also  be  con- 
veyed to  the  city  for  the  purpose  of  additions  to  said 
parks  or  approaches,  provided  that  the  location  of  such 
real  estate  and  the  conditions  of  the  conveyance  be 
agreed  to  by  the  mayor  and  common  council  of  said 
city  and  by  the  said  board  of  park  commissioners. 

§  34.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  said  board  of  park  com- 
missioners, at  any  meeting  thereof  duly  convened,  to 
pass  such  ordinances  as  they  may  deem  necessary  for 
the  use,  regulation,  protection  and  government  of  said 
parks  and  approaches,  not  inconsistent  with  the  ordi- 
nances of  the  City  of  Buffalo,  or  with  the  provisions  of 
the  sections  by  this  act  added  to  said  title  nine;  and 
may  impose  fines  and  penalties  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  dollars  or  imprisonment  in  the  Erie  County 
Penitentiary  not  exceeding  thirty  days,  or  both,  for 
their  violation.  Such  ordinances,  upon  their  passage, 
shall  be  published  for  ten  days  in  the  official  paper  of 
the  city.  The  secretary  of  the  said  board  of  park 
commissioners  shall  make  and  sign  a  record,  in  a  book 
to  be  provided  for  that  purpose,  of  every  ordinance 
enacted  by  said  board,  and  of  the  times  of  its  first  and 
final  publications ;  and  such  record,  or  a  copy  thereof, 
certified  by  the  president  or  secretary  of  said  board, 
under  his  hand,  shall  be  presumptive  evidence  in  all 
courts  and  places  of  the  due  passage,  enactment  and 
publication  of  such  ordinance,  and  of  the  times  of  its 
first  and  final  publications.  The  by-laws,  ordinances 
and  regulations  of  the  board  of  park  commissioners  of 
said  city,  as  now  constituted^  shall  be  the  by-laws, 
ordinances  and  regulations  of  the  board  of  park  com- 
missioners as  constituted  under  this  act,  until  the  same 
shall  be  repealed,  superseded,  altered  or  amended  by 
the  board  hereby  created.  Copies  of  the  record  of 
the  last  said  ordinances  kept  by  the  secretary'  of  the 
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present  board,  certified  by  the  secretar>'  of  the  board 
hereby  created,  shall  be  presumptive  evidence  of  their 
due  passage  and  publication. 

§  35.  Every  person  offending  against  the  ordinances 
of  said  board  of  commissioners  shall  be  deemed  guilty 
of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall,  upon  conviction  before 
the  police  justice  of  the  City  of  Buffalo  or  any  court 
of  competent  jurisdiction,  be  punished  by  fine  or 
imprisonment,  or  both,  as  prescribed  in  the  ordinance 
violated  ;  or  in  case  no  fine  or  imprisonment  be  pro- 
vided by  such  ordinance,  by  fine  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  not  exceeding 
thirty  days  in  said  penitentiary,  or  by  both  such  fine 
or  imprisonment:  and  said  police  justice  shall  have 
jurisdiction  of  all  offenses  against  said  ordinances,  and 
shall,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  sections  by  this 
act  added  to  said  title  nine,  have  the  same  power  and 
authority  as  to  such  offenses  and  the  trial  and  punish- 
ment of  all  persons  offending  against  the  said  ordi- 
nances, as  he  now  has  as  to  any  case  of  misdemeanor 
which  may  be  tried  before  him.  All  fines  and  penalties 
imposed  by  said  ordinances  may  also  be  recovered  as 
penalties  in  civil  actions  to  be  brought  in  the  name  of 
said  city,  in  the  Municipal  Court  of  Buffalo,  and  such 
suits  shall  be  brought  by  the  city  attorney  of  said  city, 
upon  complaint  made  to  him  by  said  board  or  the 
park  superintendent.  The  remedies  hereby  given  shall 
be  deemed  to  be  in  the  alternative  at  the  election  of 
said  board  or  superintendent,  and  not  to  be  cumulative. 
All  fines  and  penalties  collected  hereunder  shall  be 
paid  into  the  general  fund. 

§36.  The  terms  **park**  and  "parks,"  as  used  in 
the  sections  by  this  act  added  to  said  title  nine,  shall 
include  the  grounds  known  as  the  **  Park,'*  including 
"  Agassiz  place,"  **  The  Parade,"  "  The  Front "  and 
**  Prospect  place."  The  word  **  approaches  "  whenever 
it  occurs  in  the  said  sections  so  added  shall  include  the 
avenues  and  parkways  leading  to  or  connecting  said 
parks,  which  are  now  or  may  hereafter  be  under  the 
control  of  the  board  of  park  commissioners  of  said 
city,  and  the  "  Circle,"  "  The  Bank,"  "  The  Soldiers* 
place,"  **  Chapin  place  "  and  **  Bidwell  place." 
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§  37-  The  following  acts  and  parts  of  acts  are 
hereby  repealed  :  Of  chapter  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
five  of  the  laws  of  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-nine, 
sections  one,  twenty-one,  twenty-two,  twenty-three, 
twenty-four,  twenty-five,  twenty-seven,  twenty-nine, 
thirty,  thirty-one,  thirty-two,  thirty-three,  thirty-four, 
thirty-six  and  so  much  of  section  twenty-eight  as 
conflicts  or  is  inconsistent  with  this  act;  of  chapter 
five  hundred  and  sixty-nine  of  the  laws  of  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventy-two,  section  one :  also  all  acts  or 
parts  of  acts  amendatory  of  the  parts  of  acts  above 
mentioned,  or  which  may  be  inconsistent  herewith  ; 
provided  that  the  repeal  of  said  acts  and  parts  of  acts 
shall  not  in  any  manner  aflect,  impair,  change  or  annul 
any  act,  contract,  right,  duty,  obligation  or  penalty- 
done,  made,  acquired,  conferred,  imposed  or  created 
under  or  by  virtue  of  the  said  acts  and  parts  of  acts  so 
repealed,  or  under  or  by  virtue  of  the  lawful  exercise 
of  any  power  granted  by  such  acts  or  parts  of  acts. 
Nor  shall  the  repeal  of  such  acts  or  parts  of  acts  in 
any  manner  affect  the  validity  of  any  grant  of  money 
for  the  ensuing  year,  which  may  be  made  by  said 
common  council  to  the  present  board  of  park  commis- 
sioners, or  upon  their  request  and  estimates ;  but  such 
grant  shall  be  deemed  to  have  been  made  to  the  board 
of  park  commissioners,  hereby  created,  and  the  moneys 
granted  shall  be  paid  into  the  park  fund,  and  shall  be 
expended  by  the  last  said  board  for  the  uses  and  pur- 
poses for  which  it  may  be  granted ;  and  all  leases  and 
contracts  made  by  the  said  present  board  of  park 
commissioners  are  hereby  transferred  to  and  vested 
in  the  board  of  park  commissioners  hereby  created. 
Immediately  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  said  board 
of  commissioners  hereby  created  shall  meet  at  three 
o'clock,  post  meridian,  at  the  office  of  the  park  com- 
missioners in  said  city  and  organize ;  and  at  the  last 
said  time  and  place  the  said  present  board  of  park 
commissioners  shall  turn  over  to  the  board  hereby 
created  all  their  official  records,  papers,  documents  and 
property  of  every  kind,  together  with  all  moneys  which 
shall  be  in  the  hands  of  the  present  board  or  of  its 
secretary  and  treasurer;  and  the  board  of  park  com- 
missioners hereby  created  shall  thereupon  assume  all 
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the  lawful  contracts,  debts  and  liabilities  of  the  present 
board,  and  provide  for  the  payment  and  satisfaction  of 
the  same. 


Extracts  from  Park  Acts  Relating  to  Assessments. 

From  Section  rg.  Act  of  April  /^,  t86g. 

And  said  common  council  shall  annually  provide  by 
tax  for  the  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of 
the  bonds  issued  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  this  act. 
And  in  making  the  levy  of  taxes  in  this  section  pre- 
scribed, the  assessors  of  said  city  and  the  said  common 
council  shall  so  apportion  and  levy  the  same  that  one- 
half  of  all  sums  of  money  which  shall  be  levied  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  the  principal  and  interest  of  the 
bonds  which  may  have  been  issued  pursuant  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  levied  and  collected 
exclusively  upon  and  from  the  lands  deemed  to  have 
been  benefited  by  the  improvements  in  this  act  pro- 
vided for;  and  the  said  assessors  shall  take  such  proper 
action  in  the  premises  as  to  them  may  seem  wise,  to 
ascertain  what  lands  and  other  property  have  been 
benefited  by  the  said  improvements. 

From  Act  of  April  ^,  1871, 

Section  i.  Section  nineteen  of  an  act  entitled 
"  An  act  to  authorize  the  selection  and  location  of 
certain  grounds  for  public  parks  in  the  City  of  Buffalo, 
and  to  provide  for  the  maintenance  and  embellishment 
thereof,"  passed  April  fourteenth,  eighteen  hundred 
and  sixty-nine,  is  amended  by  adding  at  the  end 
thereof  the  following :  But  in  defining  the  territory 
benefited,  and  in  assessing,  apportioning,  levying  and 
collecting  the  one-half  of  said  taxes  aforesaid,  the 
said  assessors  shall  not  deem  the  lands  so  benefited 
to  embrace  all  the  lands  in  said  City  of  Buffalo,  and 
the  same  shall  not  be  assessed,  apportioned,  levied  or 
collected  upon  the  entire  lands  of  said  city,  but  shall 
be  assessed,  apportioned,  levied  and  collected  exclu- 
sively upon  the  lands  lying  in  the  vicinity  of,  and 
which  are  directly  benefited  by  said  improvements. 
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His  Honor  THE  MAYOR,  Ex-offido. 

SHERMAN  S.  JEWETT,         EDWARD  BENNETT, 
AUGUSTUS  FUCHS,  PAUL  GOEMBEL, 

JOHN    F.    MOULTON,  Term,  expire  May  ist,  xSSS. 


MICHAEL  NELLANY,  JOHN  C.  GRAVES, 

SOLOMON  SCHEU,  JAMES  MOONEY, 

FRED'K  L.   DANFORTH,  Xem.  expire  May  i.t,  1890. 


BRONSON  C.  RUMSEY,         BRITAIN  HOLMES, 
JAMES  R.  SMITH,  WILLIAM    HENGERER, 

JOHN    MAYER,  Term,  expire  M«y  ist.  189a. 


President, 
SHERMAN  S.  JEWETT. 


Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
WILLIAM    F.   ROGERS. 


Superintendent, 

WILLIAM  McMillan. 
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SHERMAN  S.  JEWETT,  President. 

WILLIAM  HENGERER,        JAMES  R.  SMITH, 
JOHN  MAYER,  PAUL  GOEMBEL. 
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PARK  COMMISSIONERS'  REPORT. 


•  •• 


To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council  of  the 

City  of  Buffalo: 

The  Park  Commissioners  respectfully  submit 
their  seventeenth  annual  report : 

Fillmore  Avenue. 

The  mosl  notable  and  important  work  of  the 
year  is  the  paving  of  Fillmore  avenue  with  Bar- 
ber's Trinidad  asphalt,  from  Genesee  street  to 
Seneca  street,  except  the  intersections  of  the 
several  street  and  steam  railroads  crossing  the 
avenue.  It  is  unfortunate  that  so  many  railroad 
tracks  cross  this  avenue,  all  of  them  on  the  same 
grade  as  the  roadway.  At  the  intersection  of  the 
Buffalo,  New  York  &  Philadelphia  road  six  tracks 
cross,  while  near  Howard  street,  where  three  dif- 
ferent roads  run  side  by  side,  the  number  of  tracks 
is  ten.  At  this  point  the  travel,  both  on  the  road- 
way and  rail,  is  so  constant  that  gates  will  soon  be 
necessary  at  the  crossings  of  both  Fillmore  avenue 
and  Howard  street.  The  general  surface  of  the 
land  in  the  vicinity  of  all  these  crossings  is  so  low 
and  level  that  roadway  bridges  over  the  tracks 


would  be  very  costly  and  also  inconvenient,  but 
probably  the  time  is  not  far  off  when  their  con- 
struction will  become  a  necessity. 

The  width  of  the  new  pavement  is  fifty  feet,  the 
length  is  about  two  miles,  and  the  cost,  exclusive 
of  engineering  and  superintendence,  is  $i  74,481.38. 
One-half  of  this  amount  was  assessed  on  the  abut- 
ting property,  and  the  other  half  was  paid  by  the 
Board  from  the  appropriation  of  iP88,cxx>,  included 
in  the  Park  Estimates  for  this  purpose.  The  work 
was  undertaken  by  the  Board  in  response  to  a 
petition  asking  for  the  pavement,  which  was  signed 
by  a  majority  of  the  owners  of  the  abutting  prop- 
erty. This  costly  improvement  is  a  great  benefit 
not  only  to  the  adjacent  property-owners,  but  also 
to  all  this  section  of  the  city  in  which  it  is  the  only 
six-rod  street  running  north  and  south.  Between 
William  and  Seneca  streets  it  is  the  only  outlet  for 
a  large  local  traffic,  there  being  no  parallel  street 
yet  open  for  travel  between  these  points  within 
half-a-mile  of  Fillmore  avenue  on  either  side  of  it 

As  on  Richmond  avenye  the  previous  year,  so 
on  Fillmore  avenue  now,  the  local  assessment  for 
the  pavement  is  more  than  equalled  by  the  in- 
creased value  of  the  adjacent  property  resulting 
from  these  improvements.  The  many  advantages 
to  be  secured  by  residence  on  a  broad,  well-paved 
roadway  have  brought  the  vacant  lots  into  active 
demand  as  sites  for  dwelling-houses,  and  both  ave- 


nues  are  already  being  rapidly  built  up  with  a  good 
class  of  liouses.  This  rapid  advance  in  the  value 
of  the  real  estate  adjacent  to  these  avenues  since 
the  pavements  were  ordered,  will,  in  all  probability, 
in  due  time  induce  the  owners  of  the  property 
on  the  line  of  some  of  the  other  park  approaches 
to  petition  the  Board  for  similar  improvements 
wherever  like  benefits  may  seem  probable.  The 
pavement  of  some  portion  of  these  parkways  will 
soon  be  necessary.  On  those  sections  where  there 
are  two  parallel  roadways,  only  one  has  been 
partially  stoned  or  graveled.  As  the  other  road- 
bed is  simply  the  clay  subsoil,  access  to  the  prop- 
erty abutting  thereon  is  almost  impossible  in  wet 
weather.  The  Macadam  pavement  of  the  Circle 
and  of  Porter  avenue  is  much  worn,  and  must 
soon  be  entirely  renewed  or  reconstructed. 

But  no  costly  paving  or  repaving  of  any  of  these 
roadways  will  be  recommended  by  the  Board  until 
the  necessity  for  such  work  shall  be  fully  shown, 
both  for  the  accommodation  of  the  local  traffic 
and  the  needs  of  the  pleasure  travel  to  and  from 
the  Parks.  While  the  initiative  in  urging  such 
work  may  be  taken  by  the  adjacent  property- 
owners,  the  Board  will  exercise  its  authority  to 
determine  the  character  and  extent  of  such  im- 
provements, and  the  time  most  favorable  for  their 
constructions.  As,  however,  the  interests  of  each 
party  are  identical,  the  cordial  co-operation  of  both 
may  at  all  times  be  reasonably  expected. 
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Additions  to  the  Park  and  the  Front. 

In  our  last  report,  mention  was  made  of  the 
proceedings  which  had  been  taken  by  the  City  for 
the  acquisition  for  park  purposes  of  twelve  acres 
of  land  adjacent  to  the  Park,  and  a  block  of  land 
on  each  side  of  Porter  avenue  between  the  Canal 
and  the  beach  of  Lake  Erie.  The  progress  made 
during  the  year  in  furtherance  of  the  objects  of 
these  proceedings  has  been  somewhat  delayed. 
On  January  28th  the  Superior  Court  confirmed  the 
award  of  the  Appraisal  Commissioners  for  the 
block  on  the  south  side  of  Porter  avenue.  The 
award  is  837,000,  and  the  Council  on  May  24th 
directed  the  Mayor  and  Comptroller  to  issue  City 
bonds  bearing  three  per  cent,  interest  to  the  value 
of  $50,000,  and  to  pay  the  award  from  the  proceeds. 
The  whole  of  the  award  has  not  yet  been  paid, 
owing  to  some  delay  by  the  owners  of  the  property 
in  furnishing  the  Comptroller  with  certain  legal 
papers  deemed  necessary  to  complete  the  trans- 
action. 

The  award  made  by  the  Appraisers  for  the  block 
on  the  north  side  of  the  avenue  was  confirmed  by 
the  Court  on  January  30th.  As  this  block  was 
owned  by  two  parties,  each  owning  about  a  half, 
the  award  was  apportioned  accordingly.  To  the 
owners  of  the  north  half  the  sum  of  $22,000  was 
awarded ;  to  the  owners  of  the  south  half,  abutting 
on  Porter  avenue  from  the  Cansd  to  the  Lake  and 
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including  the  site  of  the  ice-house,  the  sum  of  $31,- 
cxx).  The  owners  of  the  last  lot  have  refused  to 
accept  the  award,  and  have  taken  an  appeal  to  the 
Supreme  Court.  This  action  delays  the  proceed- 
ings pending  the  trial  of  the  case  in  the  higher 
court. 

The  area  of  land  taken  on  the  south  side  of  the 
avenue  is  about  nine  acres,  if  the  original  lot  lines 
be  measured  to  the  shore  of  the  lake,  as  it  existed 
in  1 816,  but  since  that  date  the  gradual  encroach- 
ment of  the  lake  has  reduced  the  area,  now  above 
water,  to  four  and  a  half  acres.  The  area  claimed  in 
the  two  lots  on  the  north  side  of  the  avenue  is  about 
eleven  acres,  but  of  this  also  nearly  a  fourth  is  now 
under  water ;  and  a  portion  above  the  level  pf  the 
lake  lies  so  low  that  many  thousand  yards  of  filling 
will  be  required  before  it  can  be  utilized  for  park 
purposes.  Much  filling  will  also  be  required  to 
raise  the  land  taken  on  the  south  side  of  the 
avenue  to  a  satisfactory  grade. 

No  large  expenditure  is  contemplated  in  the 
immediate  improvement  of  these  lands.  It  will 
probably  require  many  years  to  obtain  the  requisite 
filling  with  due  regard  for  economy.  No  perma- 
nent design  can  be  *  laid  out  on  the  site  until  the 
surface  can  be  raised  to  a  proper  grade.  Meantime, 
however,  advantage  can  be  taken  of  the  frontage 
secured  on  this  finely-sheltered  and  secluded  por- 
tion of  the  harbor,  to  provide  public  accommoda- 
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tions  for  boating,  bathing  or  fishing,  within  the 
limits  of  the  basin,  protected  and  partially  enclosed 
by  the  Bird  Island  pier  or  breakwater.  The  mere 
ownership  of  the  property,  without  any  further 
expenditure  for  improvements,  will  secure  to  the 
City  the  main  objects  for  which  this  land  is  taken, 
namely,  an  unobstructed  view  of  Lake  Erie  from 
the  Front,  and  convenient  public  access  to  an 
attractive  portion  of  the  Lake  Beach. 

Commissioners  to  appraise  the  value  of  the 
twelve  acres  of  land  on  the  south  line  of  the  park, 
easterly  of  Lincoln  parkway,  were  appointed  by 
the  Superior  Court  on  June  21,  1886.  Their 
award,  which  was  filed  on  July  20th,  was  confifmed 
by  the  Court  on  September  15th.  The  Commis- 
sioners fixed  the  award  at  $30,000,  because  that 
amount  is  the  limit  stated  in  the  Act  for  which  the 
City  could  issue  bonds  to  pay  the  award.  But  they 
state  in  their  report  that  the  evidence  produced 
before  them  showed  the  land  to  be  worth  much 
more,  as  much  as  $50,000  at  least.  To  prevent 
the  entire  failure  of  the  proceedings,  the  owners  of 
the  property  agreed  to  accept  the  amount  of  I30,- 
000  as  a  just  award,  provided  the  Appraisers  would 
in  their  report  recommend  that  the  City  pay  interest 
on  the  amount  for  the  two  years  the  proceedings 
had  been  pending,  and  also  the  City  and  County 
taxes  they  had  paid  on  the  land  during  the  same 
period.      This    recommendation    the  Appraisers 
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embody  in  their  report  The  alnount  claimed  in 
accordance  with  this  arrangement  is  ^4,204.68,  and 
the  Board  now  submits  this  recomn\endation  of 
the  Appraisers  for  your  information  and  action 
thereon. 

On  October  9th  the  Comptroller  paid  the  award 
and  the  owners  transferred  to  the  City  the  title  to 
the  land  taken.  Owing  to  the  late  date  at  which 
possession  was  obtained,  no  work  was  done  on  it 
during  the  year.  As  it  is  an  important  addition  to 
the  Park  on  the  side  nearest  the  City,  and  intended 
especially  to  give  better  accommodation  to  the 
large  crowds  who  occupy  the  picnic  grounds  each 
season,  it  is  highly  desirable  that  the  new  territory 
should  be  graded,  planted  and  fitted  for  public  use 
as  soon  as  possible.  In  preparing  the  park  esti- 
mates for  the  current  year,  a  sum  for  this  purpose 
will  probably  be  included. 


THE   SMALLER   PUBLIC   SQUARES,   ETC. 

In  accordance  with  an  Act  passed  by  the  last 
Legislature,  the  Council,  on  July  2d,  by  resolution, 
transferred  to  this  Board  the  care  and  control  of 
all  the  smaller  public  squares  in  the  City,  and  also 
numerous  small  triangles  at  the  junction  of  certain 
streets.  The  only  work  of  any  consequence  yet 
done  on  any  of  these  places  is  some  preliminary 
grading  on  the  Terrace  Parks  and  on  the  square 
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known  heretofore  as  Potter's  Field.  Before  decid- 
ing on  any  definite  plans  for  the  improvement  of 
the  lands  re{:ently  added  to  the  Park  and  the  Front, 
or  making  any  important  change  in  these  smaller 
squares,  we  have  deemed  it  prudent  to  request  the 
Superintendent  to  obtain  the  advice  and  assistance 
of  Mr.  Frederick  Law  Olmsted,  the  landscape 
architect  who  designed  the  plans  of  the  larger 
parks.  The  report  of  the  Superintendent  states 
the  progress  made  on  these  plans,  which  we  had 
hoped  could  be  completed  in  time  for  this  report. 
We  hope  to  receive  them  in  time  for  the  estimates 
for  the  current  jear,  and  to  include  therein  the 
amounts  necessary  for  the  construction  of  such 
portions  of  this  work  as  on  due  consideration  may 
seem  to  us  most  urgent  or  important. 

In  preparing  the  estimates  for  general  maint^ 
nance  of  the  Park  System,  and  the  further  embellish- 
ment of  the  several  plots  recently  added  thereto,  or 
now  committed  to  our  charge,  we  aim  to  apply  the 
utmost  economy  consistent  with  due  regard  for  the 
proper  care  and  government  of  the  parks,  and  their 
gradual  development  so  as  to  meet  the  public  uses 
for  which  they  have  been  established.  No  further 
large  or  costly  improvements  appear  to  be  neces- 
sary in  any  one  year,  and  in  all  work  done  our  aim, 
in  the  future  as  in  the  past,  will  be  to  avoid  all 
showy  decoration,  or  elaborate  designs  that  would 
be  expensive  to  maintain  permanently.    Gaudy 
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displays  of  *  flowers  and  foliage  plants,  and  similar 
costly  embellishments  on  a  large  scale,  are  common 
in  the  public  parks  of  some  other  cities,  and  are 
very  popular  as  long  as  the  fleeting  fashion  holds 
its  sway.  But  at  a  time  when  this  conmiunity  is  so 
heavily  taxed  for  so  many  other  necessary  and 
costly  improvements,  in  extending  the  sewerage, 
water  supply  and  street  pavements,  it  is  not  prudent 
to  copy  a  costly  style  of  park  decoration.  Under 
present  circumstances,  durability  and  relative 
economy  of  maintenance  are  more  important  factors 
in  all  park  work  than  fine  or  fancy  ornamentation, 
which  is  beautiful  while  in  its  prime,  if  fittingly 
placed  and  framed,  but  is  especially  attractive  for 
only  a  brief  portion  of  the  year.  Our  best  work  is 
"  not  for  present  delight  nor  for  present  use  alone," 
but  rathes  "such  work  as  our  descendants  will 
thank  us  for,"  when  they  see  the  full  development 
of  those  features  of  the  plan  and  of  the  plantations, 
which  seem  lacking  in  character  or  expression  until 
they  attain  large  growth  or  even  venerable  age. 

For  information  relative  to  the  details  of  the 
work  of  one  year,  and  the  general  condition  of 
roads,  grounds  and  structures,  we  refer  you  to  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Superintendent,  which  ia 
hereto  annexed : 
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RECEIPTS   AND    EXPENDITURES. 


The  total  receipts  of  the  Park  Fund  during  the  I 


year  from  all  sources  of  income  are *  $150,653  99 

The  total  expenditure  from  the  Fund  is 150,586  96 


Balance  in  City  Treasury $67  03 

This*  is  exclusive  of  warrants  to  the  amount  of 
$86,677.97  drawn  against  the  Local  Assessment 
for  one-half  the  cost  of  paving  Fillmore  avenue, 
and  payable  in  five  yearly  installments  from  the 
annual  proceeds  of  the  Assessment. 

A  full  abstract  of  all  receipts  and  expenditures, 
and  a  tabular  statement  of  each  voucher  in  detail, 
accompany  this  report.  It  will  be  seen  from  the 
abstract  that  the  cost  of  the  ordinary  maintenance 
of  the  parks  has  been  about  the  same  as  in  recent 
years.  The  unusually  large  expenditure  of  the  past 
year  is  due  to  the  paving  of  Fjllmore  avenue,  and 
of  Best  street  along  the  south  boundary  of  the 
parade,  the  building  of  the  sheep  bam,  the  outlet 
bridge,  and  other  new  improvements  specified  in 
the  report  of  the  Superintendent. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  S.  Jewett,  President, 
Philip  Becker, 
Bronson  C.  Rumsey, 
Edward  Bennett, 


: 
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Britain  Holmes, 
Solomon  Scheu, 
James  R.  Smith, 
Wm.  Hengerer, 
James  Mooney, 
Michael  Nellany, 
Augustus  Fuchs, 
Paul  Goembel, 
John  C.  Graves, 
John  F.   Moulton, 
John  Mayer, 
Fred  L.  Danforth, 


Buffalo,  January  22,  1887. 


SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 
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Park  Farmstead,  Jan.  4,  1887. 

To  the  Board  op  Park  Commissioners  : 

I  herewith  present  the  annual  report  for  the 
year  1 886 : 

MAINTENANCE    WORK. 

The  work  incidental  to  the  general  maintenance 
of  the  parks  has  differed  but  slightly  from  the 
ordinary  routine  of  former  years.  During  the 
winter  months  there  was  comparatively  little  skat- 
ing on  the  Park  lake.  A  small  area  near  the  boat- 
house  was  kept  clear  of  snow  for  a  time,  but  so 
few  skaters  used  it  that  in  February  the  work  of 
clearing  off  was  abandoned.  The  kindred  amuse- 
ment of  roller  skating  attracted  many  to  the  com- 
modious and  comfortable  rinks,  conveniently  situ- 
ated in  all  parts  of  the  city.  Several  large  tobog- 
gan slides  had  also  for  the  first  time  been  erected 
at  convenient  points,  and  the  novelty  of  this  out- 
door sport  made  it  far  more  attractive  than  the 
more  distant  ice  field.    The  travel  to  the  Park  Lake 


being  too  light  to  induce  the  street  railroad  com- 
pany to  run  its  cars  on  the  Park  branch  of  their 
road,  the  difficulty  of  reaching  the  lake  also  con- 
tributed to  prevent  its  use  by  skaters. 

About  the  first  of  April  the  usual  spring  pruning 
of  the  shrubberies  was  begun.  The  larger  masses 
were  extensively  thinned  out  wherever  the  growth 
had  become  so  rank  as  to  prevent  proper  develop- 
ment of  the  better  sorts  in  each  group.  Where 
the  soil  is  richest,  a  good  many  young  trees  were 
cut  down  for  similar  reasons.  With  the  continued 
growth  of  the  younger  plantations,  this  process 
of  thinning  out  to  prevent  permanent  damage  to 
adjacent  plants  must  every  season  be  carefully 
prosecuted.  Among  the  shrubbery  groups  a  par- 
tial renewal  must  gradually  be  made,  by  the  re- 
moval, from  time  to  time,  of  the  oldest,  the  rankest 
or  the  least  valuable  of  the  plants,  and  the  setting 
out  of  young  shrubs  in  their  place.  Last  spring 
about  seven  hundred  young  plants  were  set  out  in 
this  work,  most  of  them  being  taken  from  the  Park 
nursery,  and  the  space  they  occupied  filled  with 
younger  stock  bought  at  Rochester. 

As  there  was  no  frost  after  the  ninth  of  April, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  month  was  unusually 
warm,  all  vegetation  started  from  two  to  three 
weeks  earlier  than  ordinary.  Before  the  first  of 
May  all  the  shrubbery  showed  a  strong  tinge  of 
green,  and  the  lawn  mowing  was  begun.     On  the 


i8 

main  body  of  the  Meadow  Park,  and  a  few  out- 
lying  borders  of  the  Water  Park,  the  grass  was 
not  cut  till  the  middle  of  June,  and  about  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  tons  of  hay  were  obtained  from 
these  sections.  There  will  be  a  considerable  surplus 
for  sale  besides  feeding  the  sheep  and  other  stock 
now  at  the  Farmstead. 

To  maintain  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  and  secure 
the  continuance  of  a  thick  greensward  where  the 
grass  is  frequently  mowed  as  on  a  lawn,  or  periodi- 
cally cropped  for  hay,  occasional  top-dressing  of  the 
turf  with  manure  is  necessary;  For  this  purpose 
about  two  thousand  wagon-loads  of  stock-yard  ma- 
nure was  used  during  the  year.  It  was  spread  over 
the  grass  and  plantation  areas  most  in  need  of 
it  in  the  winter  months,  when  the  surface  of  the 
ground  was  frozen  hard  enough  to  bear  heavy 
loads  with  little  damage.  About  two-thirds  of  the 
quantity  was  spread  on  the  Meadow  Park,  and  the 
other  third  on  the  Parade  and  the  grass  belts 
or  planting  spaces  of  the  parkways.  Part  of  it 
was  obtained  from  the  large  stock-yards  at  East 
Buffalo,  and  part  from  dairy  stables  in  the  immedi- 
ate neighborhood  of  the  Parks. 

During  the  season,  occasional  repairs  of  the 
roads  of  the  Parks  and  Parkways  were  made 
wherever  necessary.  A  general  renewal  was  made 
of  the  graveled  portions  of  the  roads  in  Humboldt 
Parkway,  over  a  total  length  of  about  two  miles. 
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About  seven  hundred  loads  of  stone  chips,  broken 
fine,  and  twelve  hundred  loads  of  gravel  were  used 
in  this  work.  Throughout  the  whole  length  of  this 
Parkway  one  of  the  two  parallel  roadways  is  now  in 
good  condition.  Though  the  method  of  construc- 
tion is  only  of  a  temporary  character,  it  will  proba- 
bly serve  its  purpose  for  several  years.  Between 
Steele  street  and  Delavan  avenue,  and  also  between 
Ferry  street  and  the  Parade,  one  of  the  two  road- 
ways has  no  stone  or  gravel,  the  surface  being* 
simply  the  clay  of  the  roadbed  excavated  to  the 
sub-grade.  In  the  summer  and  autumn  this  style 
of  road  is  easily  maintained  in  fair  condition,  but 
in  very  wet  weather  it  is  almost  impassable,  and 
then  all  through  travel  is  necessarily  confined  to 
the  other  parallel  drive.  The  same  condition 
exists  on  Chapin  and  Bidwell  Parkways,  as  each 
has  only  one  drive  that  has  any  stone  or  gravel. 
Travel  through  the  clay  roads,  or  access  to  the 
property  abutting  thereon,  is  exceedingly  unpleas- 
ant for  a  time  after  every  rainstorm. 

New  plank  crosswalks  four  feet  wide  were  laid 
across  Chapin  Parkway  at  the  intersection  of  De- 
lavan avenue,  across  Bidwell  Parkway  at  Delavan 
and  Clinton  avenues,  and  across  Humboldt  Park- 
way at  Main,  Puffer  and  Ferry  streets.  On  each 
side  of  Humboldt  Parkway,  between  Ferry  street 
and  the  Parade,  a  plank  sidewalk  four  feet  wide 
was  laid  at  the  expense  of  the  owners  of  the  abut- 
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ting  property.  In  like  manner,  on  each  side  of 
Richmond  avenue,  between  the  Circle  and  Utica 
street,  the  abutting  property-owners  have,  at  their 
own  expense,  laid  a  stone  sidewalk  six  feet  wide. 

Owing  to  the  decay  of  the  floor  beams  and 
joists  of  the  large  veranda  in  the  rear  of  the 
Parade  house,  an  extensive  repair  was  necessary 
on  this  portion  of  the  house.  At  the  Front,  the 
Lake  View  house  was  entirely  repainted,  inside 
and  out,  and  various  incidental  repairs  of  the  in- 
terior were  made.  In  the  Park  Boat-house  ten 
small  bed-rooms  were  fitted  up  in  the  unfinished 
attic  story,  thus  adding  largely  to  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  servants  employed  during  the  sum- 
mer by  the  lessee  of  the  house. 

IMPROVEMENT    WORK. 

In  August  and  September  the  site  of  the  sheep- 
fold  at  the  Farmstead  was  paved  with  blocks  of 
Medina  sandstone  laid  in  a  deep  bed  of  sand. 
The  whole  area  paved  is  over  three  thousand 
square  yards,  including  the  yard  on  the  east  side  of 
the  site  and  the  carriage-drive  along  the  west  side. 
The  sheep  barn,  two  hundred  and  forty  feet  long 
by  thirty- six  feet  wide,  was  then  erected  by  Mr. 
H.  N.  Smith  under  contract,  and  in  accordance 
with  the  plans  of  Mr.  H.  L.  Campbell.  At  pres- 
ent, only  half  the  length  of  the  new  structure  is 
fitted  up  as  a  sheep  bam,  the  other  half  being  used 
for  the  storage  during  the  winter  months  of  the 
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picnic-ground  settees,  the  mowing  machines  and 

various  other  implements.     In  December  one  hun- 

» 

dred  and  eighty-two  sheep  were  bought  at  the 
stock-yards,  and  are  now  being  wintered  on  the 
hay  in  the  adjacent  barn.  All  are  lambs  of  last 
spring,  and  most  of  them  are  of  the  long-wooled 
breed,  known  by  dealers  as  "  Lincolns." 

In  October  the  abutment  walls  were  built  for  a 
new  wrought-iron  truss  bridge  at  the  waste-weir  of 
the  Park  lake.  The  walls  average  about  four  feet 
thick  by  about  fourteen  feet  in  depth  from  coping 
to  foundation.  The  south  wall  is  forty  feet  long, 
with  a  retaining  wing-wall  twenty  feet  long  on  the 
east  side.  The  north  wall  is  fifty  feet  long  without 
any  return  wing.  The  stone  is  limestone  from  the 
Park  quarry,  the  style  of  masonry  being  "  rock-faced 
ashlar,*'  of  heavy  blocks  laid  in  regular  courses. 
The  plan  includes  the  enlargement  and  reconstruc- 
tion of  the  adjacent  waste-weir,  but  the  work  was 
begun  too  late  to  complete  this  part  of  the  design. 

The  iron  superstructure  was  erected  by  the 
Union  Bridge  Company,  of  this  city.  The  span  is 
sixty-four  feet  in  the  clear,  and  the  width  of  the 
way  is  twenty-four  feet.  There  are  virtually  two 
bridges,  as  it  is  divided  by  a  third  girder  in  the 
centre  into  two  halves,  each  twelve  feet  wide.  The 
east  half  carries  the  foot-path  encircling  the  "  north 
bay,"  over  the  outlet  of  the  lake,  and  the  west  half 
connects  both   sections  of  the  new  bridle   path„ 
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recently  constructed  through  the  westeriy  end  of  the 
Park.  To  complete  the  connection  of  both  ride 
and  walk  at  this  point,  five  hundred  lineal  feet  of 
each  were  constructed  last  summer.  The  new 
section  of  ride  opened  for  use  by  the  construction 
of  this  bridge  is  about  three  thousand  feet  long,  thus 
more  than  doubling  the  length  of  the  bridle  road 
heretofore  in  use. 

A  small  cast-iron  drinking  fountain  for  horses 
was  erected  in  the  centre  of  the  "  Outlook  Con- 
course," one  hundred  feet  by  sixty  feet  in  area,  on 
the  south  margin  of  the  Park  drive,  a  short  dis- 
tance west  of  the  Delaware  avenue  arch.  This 
was  much  used  during  the  remainder  of  the  season. 
In  connection  with  the  similar  fountain  erected  the 
previous  year,  in  the  loop-drive  near  the  horse- 
sheds,  ample  facilities  for  watering  their  horses  are 
now  furnished  to  those  who  visit  the  Park  in  vehi- 
cles or  on  horseback.  For  pedestrians  drinking 
water  is  now  also  conveniently  provided  by  faucet 
hydrants,  seven  in  all,  located  at  the  points  in  each 
section  of  the  Park  where  people  gather  in  the 
greatest  numbers. 

FILLMORE   AVENUE    AND    BEST   STREET   SQUARE. 

The  chief  improvement  of  the  year  is  the  paving 
of  Fillmore  avenue  with  asphalt,  except  the  short 
block  between  Genesee  street  and  the  Parade, 
which  was  F>aved  with  Macadam  stone  ten  years 
ago.   The  total  length  of  the  new  pavement  is  about 
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ten  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  and  the 
width  between  curbs  fifty  feet.  A  space  of  about 
three  hundred  lineal  feet  has  not  been  paved,  being 
occupied  by  the  tracks  of  the  several  railroads  cross- 
ing the  avenue.  The  work  was  done  by  contract 
by  the  same  company  that  paved  Richmond  avenue 
the  previous  year,  and  in  general  accordance  with 
the  same  specifications. 

The  work  was  done  between  the  first  of  August 
and  the  middle  of  October,  except  a  few  hundred 
lineal  feet  near  Seneca  street,  on  which  the  asphalt 
was  not  laid  till  November.  Before  the  work  was 
begun,  gas,  sewer  and  water  mains  and  branches 
were  laid  wherever  necessary  under  the  roadbed. 
In  the  course  of  the  work  most  of  the  receivers 
on  the  avenue  had  to  be  reset  to  conform  to  the 
established  line  and  grade,  and  eleven  new  receivers 
were  placed  in  position  where  necessary.  The 
Water  Department  laid  a  sixteen-inch  pipe  in  the 
west  sidewalk  border,  between  Peckham  street  and 
Broadway.  By  order  of  the  Council,  the  lamp 
district  was  extended  between  William  and  Seneca 
streets,  and  the  Mutual  Gaslight  Company  laid  a 
four- inch  main  near  each  curb  line,  and  set  up 
thirty-three  lamps. 

From  October  20th  to  November  loth  the  Square 
at  the  junction  of  Best  and  Hermann  streets  was 
paved  with  asphalt  by  the  same  company.  The 
original  area  of  the  roadway  in  this  square,  which 
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forms  the  southwesterly  entrance  to  the  Parade,  was 
considerably  reduced  by  enlarging  the  borders  and 
rounding  the  curb  line  at  the  street  intersections. 
In  the  center  of  the  Square,  a  circle  of  twenty  feet 
in  diameter  was  reserved  as  a  site  for  a  large  orna- 
mental lamp  post,  with  five  globes,  the  construction 
of  which  is  now  under  contract.  The  paving  of 
this  Square  was  rendered  necessary,  in  connection 
with  the  new  asphalt  pavement  on  Best  street  and 
Walden  avenue,  which  have  this  year  been  paved 
by  the  Engineer  Department.  By  way  of  Best 
and  North  streets  and  Porter  avenue,  a  well-paved 
drive  on  a  nearly  direct  line  is  now  open  between 
the  Parade  and  the  Front. 

THE   SMALLER   CITY   PARKS. 

On  the  smaller  city  squares  and  public  grounds 
recently  placed  in  charge  of  the  Board,  little  work 
was  done.  In  August,  the  two  Terrace  Parks  were 
worked  over,  and  filled  up  to  a  proper  grade.  In 
September  and  October,  the  grading  of  the  lot 
formerly  known  as  "  Potters'  Field,"  on  the  west 
side  of  Masten  avenue,  between  Best  and  North 
streets,  was  prosecuted  as  far  as  it  could  be  done 
to  advantage,  pending  the  sale  of  sand  exposed  in 
the  progress  of  the  work.  About  two-thirds  of 
the  area  has  been  worked  over,  and  up  to  the  close 
of  the  season  about  two  thousand  four  hundred 
loads  of  sand  were  sold.  About  two  hundred  and 
fifty  loads   of  gravel,  and  one  hundred  loads  of 
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rich  loam  were  also  obtained  here,  and  used  in  top 
dressing  roads  and  grounds  at  the  Parade.  On 
the  other  small  public  grounds  recently  put  under 
your  control,  no  work  of  any  consequence  was  done. 
Their  care  and  general  maintenance  were  left  for 
the  remainder  of  the  year  to  the  keepers  appointed 
a  year  ago  by  the  Council. 

ADDITIONAL    PARK    LANDS. 

Two  slight  additions  to  the  Park  System  were 
made  by  purchase  during  the  year.  One  of  these 
containing  twelve  acres  is  situated  on  the  south 
boundary  of  the  Park,  east  of  Lincoln  Parkway. 
Part  of  it  is  a  natural  grove,  and  part  the  slop- 
ing banks  on  each  side  of  a  pleasantly  winding 
ravine.  When  properly  laid  out  and  planted,  this 
plot  will  add  much  to  the  convenience  of  all  per- 
sons frequenting  the  picnic  grounds,  the  area  of 
which  has  been  far  too  small.  The  other  addition 
is  a  portion  of  the  lands  nearly  opposite  the 
Front,  lying  on  each  side  of  Porter  avenue  be- 
tween the  canal  and  the  lake.  No  work  has  been 
done  on  either  of  these  lots,  as  possession  was  not 
obtained  until  near  the  end  of  the  year.  It  was 
also  advisable  that  a  careful  study  should  first  be 
made  of  a  plan  for  the  best  development  of  the 
capabilities  of  these  plots  for  public  use.  As  vari- 
ous changes  seemed  also  desirable  in  the  plans  of 
some  of  the  smaller  parks  recently  put  in  charge 
of  the  Board,  I  was  authorized  to  confer  with  Mr. 
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Olmsted  in  relation  to  the  matter,  and  to  invite 
him  to  visit  Buffalo,  inspect  all  the  premises  in 
question,  and  to  submit  to  the  Board  suitable  plans 
for  laying  out  each  plot.  In  response  to  this  invi- 
tation Mr.  Olmsted  visited  Buffalo  in  August,  and 
examined  the  location  and  character  of  all  the 
smaller  Parks  and  the  recent  additions  to  the 
Park  and  the  Front.  In  December  I  went  to  his 
home,  near  Boston,  taking  with  me  maps  of  the 
several  plots  in  question.  After  a  general  inter- 
change of  views  the  main  outlines  of  .design  were 
determined  for  plans  of  the  Terrace  Parks,  Pot- 
ters' Field,  Day's  Park  and  the  new  Territory  at 
the  Park.  Mr.  Olmsted  having  much  other  press^ 
ing  work  on  hand,  was  unable  to  finish  any  of  the 
plans  in  time  for  the  annual  meetmg  of  the  Board, 
but  he  will  complete  the  work  during  the  winter, 
and  will  probably  be  able  to  submit  the  plans  for 
your  approval  in  time  for  next  season's  work, 
together  with  some  notes  thereon,  and  on  the 
Park  System  generally. 

GENERAL    REMARKS. 

Portions  of  the  wooden  bridge  over  the  Park 
Lake  on  the  line  of  the  main  drive  are  much  de- 
cayed. The  parapet  railings  are  unsafe  and  sev- 
eral of  the  main  timbers  in  each  of  the  three 
arches  are  settling.  An  extensive  repair  or  re- 
construction will  soon  be  necessary,  and  if  repair- 
ing the  structure  be  deemed  best,  then  the  sooner 
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it  IS  done  the  better.  But  it  would  probably  be 
more  economical  in  the  end  to  build  a  new  bridge, 
substituting  iron  for  wood  in  the  main  girders  and 
the  trusses  supporting  the  floor.  It  is  almost  im- 
possible to  prevent  a  plank  floor  from  leaking  and 
speedily  rotting  all  wood-work  underneath.  An 
ordinary  iron  truss  would  be  offensive  to  good 
ta^te  in  such  a  beautiful  location,  and  care  should 
be  taken  to  make  the  structure  as  ornamental  as  a 
due  regard  for  economy  will  permit.  The  situa- 
tion is  the  focus  to  which  some  of  the  finest  views 
in  the  whole  Park  converge,  and  the  present  design 
is  an  admirable  central  feature  in  each  of  these 
prospects.  It  would  not  be  very  difficult  or  costly 
to  copy  in  iron  the  main  lines  of  the  present  ellip- 
tic arches,  without  making  any  change  in  the 
masonry  of  the  piers  or  the  abutments. 

The  condition  of  the  Macadam  roadway  of  the 
Circle  and  of  Porter  avenue  is  very  unsatisfactory 
in  wet  weather,  and  most  of  it  is  in  an  inferior 
condition  at  all  times.  It  has  borne  for  ten  years 
a  very  large  traffic  of  every  sort  in  all  conditions 
of  weather.  The  surface  is  uneven  and  the  crown 
is  much  worn  down.  A  general  renewal  or  re-, 
construction  is  now  desirable  and  will  soon  be 
,  absolutely  necessary.  As  half  the  cost  is  by  law 
assessable  on  the  abutting  property,  and  half  pay- 
able by  the  Board,  both  parties  in  interest  are 
equally   concerned  in   making  the  most  durable 
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repair  possible.     The  longer  the  work  is  delayed 
the  more  costly  the  repair  will  be,  as  when  the  sur- 
face becomes  seriously  broken  the  damaged  con- 
dition increases  in  a  constantly  accelerating  ratio. 
On  April  ist  seven  of  the  policemen  employed 
as  a  Park  guard  in  1 885  were  re-appointed.   They 
served  until  December  i  st.    The  general  detail  of 
the  patrol  service  was  the  same  as  in  the  previous 
year,  as  stated  in  last  year's  report.    Arrests  were 
made  only  for  the  more  serious  misdemeanors, 
a  timely  warning  being  sufficient    to  prevent  a 
repetition  of  many  petty  trespasses  committed  in 
thoughtlessness  or  ignorance.    The  few  persons 
arrested  were  tried  in  the  Municipal  Court,  except 
in  the  cases  of  some  drunk  and  disorderly  persons 
at  the  Front,  who  were  tried  by  the  Watch  House 
Justice  of   the   adjacent  Tenth  *  precinct.    It  is  a 
hardship  to  worthy  men  of  the  high  character,  gen- 
eral intelligence  and  special  information  required 
to  fit  them  to  be   efficient  park   policemen,  that 
their  employment  lasts  only  two-thirds  of  the  year. 
Capable  men  cannot  be  expected  to  remain  in  the 
service  from  year  to  year  under  such  discouraging 
conditions. 

All  carpenter  work  and  painting  on  the  several 
structures  built  or  repaired  during  the  year,  the 
iron  work  of  the  "  outlet  bridge,"  and  the  paving 
of  Fillmore  avenue  and  Best  street  square,  were 
done  by  contract.     All  other  work  was  done  by 
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the  day  labor  of  the  ordinary  maintenance  force. 
The  average  number  of  men  employed  daily  was 
in  each  month  as  follows :  In  January,  twenty  ; 
February,  three ;  March,  three  ;  April,  fifty-six  ; 
May,  seventy ;  June,  one  hundred ;  July,  eighty ; 
August,  sixty-five ;  September,  sixty-eight ;  Octo- 
ber, sixty-five ;  November,  twenty-five,  and  in  De- 
cember, eight. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

William  McMillan, 

SuperinteTtdeni, 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT,  t886, 


Abstract  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures. 

Receipts, 

Appropriated  by  Common  Council,  $146,550  00 
Transferred    to    Park    Fund    by 

Comptroller ^37^  50 

Brought  forward  from  Park  Fund, 

1885 2  23 

$147,928  73 

For  rents 700  00 

For  sand  sold 1,408  65 

For  hay  sold 570  61 

For  returned  insurance  premium...  25  00 

For  use  of  sprinkler 5  00 

For  trees  and  shrubs  sold 16  00 

2,725  26 

Toul  receipts $150  653  99 

Expenditures, 

For  labor $16,627  95 

For  teams 8.988  15 

For  salaries 3»5oo  00 

For  police 41I90  00 

For  trees,  shrubs  and  seeds 476  46 

For  tools,  implements,  etc i«4i5  42 

For  manure  and  fertilizers 1,086  55 

For  gravel 1,680  80 

For  repairs 1*476  74 

For  feed  for  animals 254  75 

For  local  taxes >>4i9  38 
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For  insurance $    487  50 

For  printing  and  stationery 1 64  20 

For  office  expenses 103  90 

F©r  construction 10,757  41 

For  paving  Fillmore  avenue 87,757  69 

For  paving  square  Best  and  Her- 
man streets 5»99'i  84 

For  awards  for  lands '»359  83 

For  lambs 1,174  32 

For  miscellaneous 673  57 

^$150,586  96 

Balance  to  General  Fund $67  03 

Divisions  and  Dimensions  of  the  Parks,  Parkways  and 

Places. 

Acres.        Acres.        AcrcK. 

Park  Lake  or  Gala  Water 46^ 

Water  Border r 75 

Water  Park  (west  of  Delaware  ave.)....  1 2 1  ;H2 

The  Meadow  (including  Deer  Paddock),   150 
Meadow  Border 79 

Meadow  Park  (east  of  Delaware  ave,),  229 

The  Park 350 J/2 

Parade  Green 20 

Parade  House  Plaza 4 

Parade  Border * 32 

The  Parade 56 

Front  Play  Green 7^ 

Terrace  Concourse 3^ 

Front  Border  and  Fort  Porter  Bank....  24J4 

The  Front 35>i 
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Prospect  Place  (two  adjacent  blks.  each),  594  ft.  '^<  281  ft. 

Bidwell  Place  (Square) 510  ft,   '  465  ft. 

Chapin   Place   (Square) 500  ft.    *   420  ft. 

Soldiers*  Place  (Circle)   700  ft.  in  diameter. 

Agassiz  Place   (Circle)  490  ft.  in  diameter. 

The  Circle 500  ft.  in  diameter. 

Humboldt  Parkway 9*405  ft.   ^   200  ft. 

Lincoln  Parkway '1695  ft.    >   200  ft. 

Bidwell  Parkway 2,323  ft.   \  200  ft. 

Chapin  Parkway 1,904  ft.  X  200  ft. 

Fillmore  Avenue 11,097  ft,  x  100  ft. 

Richmond  Avenue 6.022  ft.  x   100  ft. 

Porter  Avenue 3,500  ft.  x  100  ft. 

Porter  Avenue 975  ft-  ^     5°  ft- 

Jewett  Avenue 2,036  ft.  X     70ft. 

Niagara  Square. 

Terrace  Parks,  from  Erie  to  Court  Streets. 

Day's  Park,  Clifton  Place. 

Washington  and   Franklin   Parks,  Johnson  Place  and  Park 

Place. 
Wads  worth  Park,  Wadsworth  Place  and  College  Street. 
Lafayette  Square,  Main  and  Clinton  Streets. 
Potters'  Field,  North  and  Masten  Streets. 
Washington  Square,  Ohio  and  Chicago  Streets. 
Porter  Square,  Niagara  and  Parish  Streets. 
Market  Scjuare,    Niagara  Street,    north   and  south  sides  of 

Amherst  Street. 
Heacock  Park,  Abbott  and  White's  Corners  Roads. 
Bennett  Place,  Eagle  and  Pine  Streets. 
Triangle — P>ie  and  Church  Streets.      ♦ 
Triangle  -  Church  Street,  corner  of  Niagara  Street. 
Triangle — Eagle  Street,  northwest  corner  of  Morgan  Street. 
Triangle — Erie  and  Franklin  Streets. 
Triangle — Franklin  and  Mohawk  Streets. 
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Triangle— Main  Street,  corner  of  Genesee  Street. 
Triangle — Mohawk  Street,  corner  of  Morgan  Street. 
Triangle — Niagara  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street 
Triangle — Seventh  Street,  corner  of  Wilkeson  Street. 
Triangle — Swan  and  Seneca  Streets. 
Triangle — Eagle  and  Franklin  Streets. 
Triangle — Sixth  Street,  corner  of  Court  Street. 
Triangle — Ohio  Street,  corner  of  Moore  Street. 
Triangle— Niagara  Street,  corner  of  School  Street. 
Triangle — Porter  Avenue,  corner  of  Plymouth  Avenue. 
Triangle — Plymouth  Avenue,  corner  of  School  Street. 
Triangle — Niagara  Street,  corner  of  Hampshire  Street. 
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Executive  Committee. 

SHERMAN  S.  JEWETT,  President. 
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Auditing  Committee. 

MICHAEL  NELLANY,  JAMES  R.  SMITH, 

AUGUSTUS  FUCHS. 


PARK  COMMISSIONERS'  REPORT. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council  of  the  City 
of  Buffalo : 

The  Park  Commissioners,  as  required  by  law,  here- 
with submit  their  Eighteenth  Annual  Report. 

The  general  maintenance  work  has  not  differed 
materially  from  that  of  former  years,  and  nearly  all 
special  improvement  work  has  been  confined  to  the 
grounds  recently  added  to  the  main  Park,  and  to  the 
small  squares  and  places  recently  put  in  charge  of  the 
Board.  For  information  in  regard  to  the  details  of  the 
work  done  during  the  year  we  respectfully  refer  you  to 
the  report  of  the  Superintendent,  which  is  hereto 
annexed. 

A  steady  increase  is  noticeable  in  the  appreciation 
and  enjoyment  of  the  parks  by  the  people.  This  is 
shown,  not  only  by  larger  numbers  of  visitors,  but  also 
by  the  growth  of  a  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  the 
extension  of  the  Park  system  to  other  parts  of  the 
city.  The  remarkable  development  of  real  estate 
interests  and  great  rise  in  land  values  during  fche  year, 
in  those  portions  of  the  Twelfth  Ward  adjacent  to  the 
Park,  are  no  doubt  largely  due  to  that  proximity. 

Addition  to  the  Park. 

The  principal  new  work  undertaken  during  the  year 
is  the  improvement  of  the  twelve  acres  lately  added  to 


the  south  border  of  the  Park,  easterly  of  Lincoln 
parkway.  This  addition  nearly  doubles  the  area  of 
woodland  and  green  available  for  picnic  purposes ;  an 
enlargement  much  needed  in  view  of  the  disagreeable 
crowding  which  had  been  frequent  for  several  years 
past  on  the  grounds  used  as  a  "  common."  Across  the 
narrow  depression,  or  **  dell,"  which  divides  the  easterly 
part  of  these  new  grounds,  a  massive  stone  arch  has 
been  built,  affording  an  interesting  view  of  the  dell, 
and  nearly  direct  access  to  the  level  plot  of  lawn  on  its 
easterly  side  known  as  the  "Children's  Green."  A 
complete  system  of  foot-paths,  of  good  width  and  care- 
fully constructed,  has  been  laid  out  along  this  dell  and 
the  brows  of  its  sloping  banks,  by  which  facilities  for 
agreeable  rambles  are  provided.  The  plan,  in  general 
accordance  with  which  these  grounds  have  been 
improved,  was  furnished  by  Mr.  Frederick  Law 
Olmsted,  the  designer  of  the  Park  system. 


The  Minor  Squares  and  Places. 

Plans  for  the  improvement  of  several  of  the  small 
squares  and  public  places  in  the  heart  of  the  city, 
also  prepared  by  Mr.  Olmsted,  were  adopted  by  the 
Board.  During  the  .year  considerable  progress  has 
been  m^e  in  the  work  on  these  minor  grounds.  On 
the  so-called  Potter's  Field  the  preliminary  grading, 
which  has  been  very  heavy,  is  nearly  completed.  This 
new  public  possession  deserves  a  happier  name  than 
that  which  adheres  to  it  from  its  former  use  as  a 
burying-ground,  and  we  respectfully  recommend  that 
the  name  of  the  street  which  forms  its  easterly  bound- 
ary be  extended  to  the  place  itself.      The   memor>' 
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of  a  worthy  citizen  will  be  honored  if  the  new  grounds 
be  hereafter  named  and  known  as  Masten  Place. 

For  the  two  Terrace  park  plots  a  simple  plan,  well 
suited  to  the  locality,  has  been  adopted  and  all  the 
work  thereon  finished,  except  seeding  to  grass.  The 
adjacent  streets  have  been  made  more  commodious  by 
widening  the  sidewalk  borders  of  each  plot  and 
rounding  off  the  long,  sharp  angles  at  the  ends.  On 
the  borders,  thus  widened,  rows  of  trees  have  been 
planted  and  a  stone  walk  laid.  A  pleasant,  shady 
promenade  will  thus,  in  time,  be  provided  for  the 
residents  of  this  neighborhood. 

At  Day's  Park  a  graveled  space  has  been  made  in 
front  of  the  public  school,  which  affords  convenient 
access  to  the  school  and  adjacent  dwellings,  and  less- 
ens the  temptation  to  trespass  on  the  grass.  The  area 
left  in  turf  has  been  further  protected  by  a  suitable 
stone  curb. 

Some  minor  improvements  have  been  effected  on 
Johnson  Park  and  on  Lafayette  and  Niagara  squares. 

Little  work  has  been  done  on  the  newly  taken 
grounds  opposite  The  Front,  for  the  reason  that 
possession  of  the  whole  has  not  yet  been  obtained. 
Legal  proceedings  on  appeal  from  the  award  made  for 
a  portion  of  this  land,  are  still  pending. 


Bennett  Place. 

Since  our  last  annual  report,  your  Honorable  Body 
has  taken  for  a  public  pleasure  ground  the  property 
on  Clinton  and  Pine  streets,  generally  known  as  the 
Bennett  Place.  Here  the  only  work  yet  done  is  the 
filling  up  of  the  low  grounds,  the  taking  down  of  the 
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old  stone  mansion  and  the  inclosure  of  the  premises 
with  a  light,  wrought-iron  picket  fence.  The  plan 
adopted  for  further  improvements  provides  a  small 
central  lawn,  with  trees  and  shrubbery  on  the  borders; 
a  graveled  space  for  a  play-ground  on  the  Clinton 
street  side,  and  a  substantial,  plain  building  with 
lavatory  and  other  arrangements  of  public  convenience. 


The  Soldiers*  and  Sailors'  Monument. 

The  masonry  of  the  base  of  the  monument  in 
Lafayette  Square  has  settled  so  much  in  the  few  years 
since  it  was  built,  that,  we  believe,  it  will  be  necessarj- 
to  take  down  and  rebuild  the  steps,  platform  and 
pedestals.  The  foundation  of  these  parts  of  the 
structure  is  evidently  defective,  and  the  settling  due  to 
this  cause  has  not  only  opened  the  joints  of  all  the 
masonry  around  the  base,  but  has  also  cracked  and 
slightly  displaced  some  of  the  lower  stones  of  the 
shaft.  For  three  winters  temporary  protection  from 
further  damage  by  frost  has  been  sought  by  filling  up 
the  open  joints  by  cement.  But,  as  the  settling  con- 
tinues at  an  increasing  ratio,  a  thorough  reconstruction 
should  no  longer  be  delayed.  A  full  study  of  the 
defects  of  the  foundation  may  lead  to  some  changes  in 
the  general  plan  of  the  base.  Work  of  this  character 
is  costly ;  but  so  important  a  structure  must  be  made 
perfectly  solid,  at  whatever  cost. 


Proposed  South  Park. 

On   the   28th   of  February,  your   Honorable   Body 
adopted  a  resolution  approving  a    proposal  for    "the 


extension  of  the  present  Park  system  through  the 
Thirteenth  Ward,**  to  the  lake  shore,  and  referring  the 
subject  to  the  Park  Commissioners,  with  a  request  for 
favorable  action  thereon.  About  the  same  time  a 
petition  was  presented  to  the  Commissioners  praying 
for  the  extension  of  Fillmore  avenue  by  way  of  Smith 
street.  The  Board  thereupon  invited  Mr.  Olmsted  to 
examine  the  territory  in  question  and  submit  his  views 
on  what  was  proposed.  He  visited  Buffalo  in  March, 
made  a  cursory  inspection  of  that  part  of  the  city,  and 
after  a  study  of  the  more  prominent  conditions  of  the 
problem,  submitted  a  general  report,  which  was  duly 
transmitted  to  your  Honorable  Body. 

In  this  report  Mr.  Olmsted  expressed  very  forcibly 
the  advantages  to  be  secured  by  a  park  on  the  shore 
of  the  lake,  within  easy  reach  of  the  city  and  accessible 
by  lake.  He  thought  that  a  suitable  site  would  be 
found  near  the  southern  limits  of  the  city,  and  that  a 
park  could  be  made  there  of  a  very  distinctive  char- 
acter, with  an  agreeable  frontage  on  the  lake.  The 
swamp  lands  of  this  region,  which  are  flooded  by  every 
storm,  in  his  view  had  little  intrinsic  value,  were  more 
extensive  than  the  commercial  interests  could  occupy, 
and  a  portion  could  probably  be  acquired  at  much  less 
cost  than  the  higher  lands  and,  when  improved,  would 
conduce  greatly  to  the  benefit  of  that  section  of  the 
city.  Furthermore,  he  gave  his  opinion  that  the 
selection  of  any  specified  route  of  approach  to  the 
proposed  park  would  be  premature  until  the  pending 
question  of  abolishing  the  railroad  crossings  at  grade  on 
some  of  the  leading  thoroughfares  should  be  decided. 

An  act  of  the  Legislature,  subsequently  passed, 
gives  authority  to  the  Park  Commissioners  to  select 
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and  locate  in  the  Thirteenth  Ward  and  the  Town  of 
West  Seneca  such  lands  as  may  in  their  opinion  be 
desirable  for  a  park  or  parks,  and  also  to  locate  and 
lay  out  desirable  approaches  thereto ;  and  it  also 
provides  that  **  such  lands  when  taken  shall  be  main- 
tained and  improved  by  the  city/'  This  4ast  clause,  in 
effect,  repeals  the  provision  of  the  Charter  Amendments 
of  1885,  by  which  one-half  of  all  the  expenses  incurred 
in  opening  and  improving  park  approaches  is  made  a 
charge  on  the  property  adjacent  thereto  and  benefited 
thereby.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners,  this 
clause  should  be  changed  before  any  land  is  taken 
under  it  for  park  approaches,  so  that  these  approaches 
may  be  improved  and  maintained  under  the  same 
provisions  of  law  as  those  in  the  other  parts  of  the 
city. 

It  having  been  intimated  that  owners  of  real  estate 
in  the  Thirteenth  Ward  and  Town  of  West  Seneca 
were  willing  to  release  to  the  city,  for  a  nominal  fee, 
lands  suitable  for  parks  or  approaches  thereto,  a  public 
'invitation  was  extended  to  such  to  submit  propositions 
to  this  Board.  In  response,  numerous  offers  of  land 
for  approaches  were  received,  and  also  an  offer,  on 
certain  stipulations,  of  fifty  acres  of  land,  on  Cazenovia 
Creek,  for  a  park.  In  due  time  each  of  these  off"ersof 
land  will  be  carefully  considered  in  their  connection 
with  the  entire  project. 

Meanwhile  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  for  us  here  to 
suggest  to  these  public-spirited  citizens,  that  the  written 
agreements  which  have  thus,  with  much  labor,  been 
drawn  up  by  the  abutting  property-owners  on  the 
leading  avenues  of  the  Thirteenth  Ward,  stipulating  to 
give  the  lands  required    to   widen    these  streets  to  a 
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hundred  feet,  should  be  adhered  to,  whether  the  streets 
may  finally  be  put  in  charge  of  this  Board  or  not.  All 
of  these  projects,  if  carried  out  now,  will  in  time  be 
valuable  improvements  under  any  circumstances,  and 
the  projectors  should  not  let  slip  so  favorable  an  oppor- 
tunity for  united  action.  The  value  of  the  abutting 
property  would  be  increased  far  more  than  the  actual 
value  of  the  strip  added  to  the  street.  There  is  probably 
no  property  in  the  city  on  any  six-rod  street  that  is  not 
to-day  more  valuable,  "per  foot  front,*'  than  it  would 
be  if  the  street  had  been  narrower  and  the  abutting 
lots  proportionately  deeper. 

In  order  to  determine  the  best  available  site  or  sites 
for  park  purposes  on  the  southerly  side  of  the  city,  and 
to  enable  us  to  place  the  subject  before  you  in  a  definite 
shape,  the  Board  has  recently  engaged  Mr.  Olmsted  to 
make  a  fuller  study  of  the  scheme  and  to  prepare  a 
plan  defining  approximately  the  limits  of  one  or  more 
sites,  if  favorable  conditions  can  be  found,  and  showing 
the  general  features  of  design  he  would  deem  best 
adapted  thereto.  In  furtherance  of  this  work  a 
topographical  survey  of  the  lands  adjacent  to  the  city 
line  has  been  made.  A  careful  exaifiination  is  also  in 
progress  of  the  possible  advantages  or  disadvantages 
of  any  feasible  site  and  the  various  conditions  that  will 
have  to  be  met  in  the  work  of  construction,  and  in  the 
public  use  of  the  park  when  made. 

We  trust  it  will  not  be  deemed  improper  for  the 
Commissioners  to  say  that  while  from  the  first  they  have 
taken  a  warm  interest  in  this  park  extension  scheme, 
they  have  not  yet  been  able  to  find  any  attractive  site 
or  specially  favorable  conditions  for  a  park  in  the 
southerly  section  of  the  city.      The  greater  part  of  it 
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is  flat,  bare  and  monotonous,  and  much  of  it  is  marshy 
and  wet.  The  shore  of  the  lake,  to  which  access  has 
been  particularly  desired,  is,  with  the  exception  of  a 
single  narrow  point,  low  and  unattractive.  Every  west- 
erly storm  carries  a  flood  from  the  lake  for  a  mile 
inland,  while  so  unstable  is  the  beach  that  large  por- 
tions of  the  shore  line  are  washed  away.  There  is  no 
deep  water  inshore  for  a  landing- pier,  and  heavy  storms 
and  ice-jams  would  destroy  any  structure  less  sub- 
stantial than  the  sand-catch  jetty.  If,  on  full  examin- 
ation, it  shall  be  found  that  the  proposed  site  is  not 
readily  accessible  by  water,  nor  suitable  for  a  carriage 
promenade  near  the  beach,  the  chief  advantages  per- 
taining to  a  lake  shore  park  are  unattainable. 

It  is  a  disagreeable  duty  for  us  to  report  so  many 
difficulties  inherent  in  the  scheme  of  a  park  on  the 
south  side  of  the  city.  There  is  a  large  population  in 
that  section  to  which  the  Park  on  the  north  side  is  of 
little  benefit.  From  the  southeast  side  especially,  the 
route  to  the  main  Park  by  existing  street-car  lines  is 
long  and  indirect,  with  several  transfers  to  be  made. 
To  the  large  numbers  of  people  living  in  this  quarter 
who  own  no  horse  or  vehicle,  an  attractive  park  on  the 
south  side,  so  situated  that  it  might  be  directly  and 
quickly  reached  for  a  five  or  ten  cent  fare,  by  either 
rail  or  water  conveyance,  would  be  of  great  benefit.  It 
would  be  the  fit  complement  of  the  Park  on  the  north 
side,  and  if  connected  therewith  by  a  convenient  park- 
way would  make  the  Park  system  of  the  city  ideally 
complete. 

A  park  fronting  on  the  lake  and  accessible  by  boats 
would  have  great  natural  advantages,  if  a  site  can  be 
found    where    adequate    landscape    features    and   the 
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necessary  constructions  for  an  ornamental  park  of  suit- 
able size  could  be  provided  at  reasonable  cost.  Water 
communication  is  especially  desirable  on  account  of  the 
pleasure  of  a  short  boat-ride  on  the  lake.  The  popu- 
larity of  a  short  excursion  by  water  is  fully  attested  by 
the  great  success  of  the  lake  shore  resort  on  the 
Canadian  side,  at  **  Fort  Erie  Grove.'*  There,  however, 
is  a  shady  grove,  and  the  land  is  high  and  dry,  with  a 
rocky  beach  on  a  lee  shore,  where  a  short  and  relatively 
cheap  landing-pier  is  possible. 

The  sudden  popularity  of  this  resort  has  no  doubt 
served  to  arouse  the  present  desire  for  a  lake  shore 
park,  while  there  has  been  little  or  no  understanding 
of  the  much  less  favorable  conditions  existing  on  our 
own  shore  within  easy  reach  of  the  city.  It  is  probable, 
too,  that  the  success  of  the  Canadian  resort  is  due 
rather  to  the  recreation  afforded  by  the  pleasant  trip  to 
and  fro,  than  to  enjoyment  of  the  place  itself. 

With  delightful  excursions  on  our  broad  lake  and 
noble  river,  available  to  our  citizens  every  day  through- 
out the  summer,  it  is  doubtful  if  a  lake  shore  park  on 
the  low  flats  adjacent  to  the  city  would  ever  be  a  rival 
of  our  other  water-side  resorts. 

This,  however,  is  the  very  question  which  Mr.  Olmsted 
has  now  in  hand.  He  will  make  a  careful  study  of 
the  advantages  and  disadvantages,  in  all  their  bearings, 
of  all  practicable  sites  on  our  southern  limits.  When 
all  necessary  data  shall  have  been  obtained  and 
duly  weighed,  should  the  necessary  conditions  be 
deemed  favorable,  he  will  submit  a  plan ;  and  should 
they  seem  unfavorable  he  will  so  report,  with  the 
reasons  for  his  final  conclusions.  In  the  further  exam- 
ination of  this  subject,  whatever  decision  we  may  finally 
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reach,  it  will  be  as  speedily  as  possible  communi- 
cated to  your  Honorable  Body,  with  a  full  statement 
of  the  various  questions  and  principles  involved.  The 
importance  of  it,  and  the  large  expenditure  of  money 
it  is  likely  to  entail,  are  imperative  arguments  against 
any  course  of  action  which  has  not  been  considered 
with  the  utmost  care  and  deliberation. 


Financial,  Etc. 

The  amount  appropriated  by  your  Honorable  Body 
for  Park  purposes  in  1887,  was  $88,359.68.  Receipts 
from  all  other  sources  have  been  $3,198.90;  making  a 
total  income  to  the  credit  of  the  Park  Fund  of 
$91,558.58.  The  total  expenditures  from  the  fund 
amount  to  $91,089.92,  leaving  a  balance  unexpended  of 
$468.66. 

A  large  and  unlooked-for  addition  to  the  expend- 
itures of  the  year  was  that  of  the  moneys,  amount- 
ing to  $3,200,  stolen  from  the  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer of  this  Board,  in  their  office,  on  the  31st  of 
October,  the  last  day  of  an  official  term  of  over  seven- 
teen years,  during  which  General  William  F.  Rogers 
had  served  the  Commissioners  in  that  capacity.  The 
police  authorities  were  immediately  informed  of  the 
robbery,  but,  thus  far,  we  regret  to  say,  the  efforts  put 
forth  to  identify  and  secure  the  thief  have  been  with- 
out result.  At  a  meeting  held  the  day  after  the 
robbery,  the  Commissioners  directed  their  Secretary  to 
request  the  opinion  of  the  Corporation  Counsel  as  to 
the  liability  of  General  Rogers  and  his  sureties;  but  to 
this  request  no  reply  has  yet  been  received. 
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A  full  abstract  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of 
the  year,  and  a  tabulated  statement  of  all  vouchers  in 
detail,  accompany  this  report. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  Sherman  S.  Jewett, 

President 

Philip  Becker, 
Edward   Bennett, 
Fred.  L.  Danforth, 
Augustus  Fuchs, 
Paul  Goembel, 
William  Hengerer, 
Britain  Holmes, 
John  Mayer, 
James  Mooney, 
Michael  Nellany, 
N.  W.  Ransom, 
Bronson  C.  Rumsey, 
Solomon  Scheu, 
James  R.  Smith. 

Buffalo,  January  9,  1888. 


SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT 


To  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners: 

I   respectfully  submit  a  general  report  of  the  work 
done  on  the  parks  and  approaches  for  the  year  1887. 


General  Maintenance. 

The  usual  maintenance  operations  require  little 
notice,  as  they  differ  so  slightly  from  year  to  year. 
During  the  winter  there  was  little  skating  on  the  Park 
Lake,  and  only  a  small  area  near  the  boat-house  was 
for  a  short  period  kept  clear  of  snow.  Tobogganing 
being  more  popular,  the  lessee  of  the  house  erected  a 
**  slide "  from  the  north  balcony,  but  the  number  of 
persons  using  it  was  seldom  large,  owing  probably  to 
the  lack  of  any  means  of  public  conveyance  to  the 
Park.  There  was,  however,  much  good  sleighing,  and 
the  Park  drives  were  more  largely  used  than  in  any 
former  winter. 

Early  in  spring  the  usual  pruning  of  young  trees  and 
shrubbery  occupied  a  small  force  of  skilled  laborers  for 
over  a  month.  Considerable  planting  was  then  done 
at  various  points,  more  especially  on  the  borders  of 
the  new  ride  and  walk  along  the  dam,  at  each  end  of 
the  "  Outlet  Bridge,"  recently  built  at  the  Waste-weir. 
On  the  first  of  May  the  construction  work  of  both  walk 
and  ride  was  finished  and  this  new  route  opened  to  the 
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public.  Convenient  access  on  foot  or  on  horseback  was 
thus  provided  to  the  borders  of  the  **  North  Bay,'*  a 
quiet  and  attractive  corner  of  the  Park  heretofore  little 
used. 

During  the  season  of  active  vegetation  all  the  grass 
of  the  section  known  as  the  "  Water  Park"  was  mowed 
at  short  intervals.  All  of  the  other  section  called  the 
**  Meadow  Park,"  except  the  thickly  planted  borders, 
was  used  as  a  sheep  pasture.  The  number  of  sheep 
not  being  sufficient  to  keep  the  grass  short,  a  light 
crop  of  hay  was  reaped  in  June.  A  severe  drouth 
prevailing  in  July  and  August,  the  sheep  were  fed 
partly  on  hay.  During  the  rest  of  the  year  the  pastur- 
age was  ample,  and  the  grazing  kept  the  meadow 
sward  in  trim  condition. 

The  drouth  of  last  summer  was  quite  similar  in  ex- 
tent to  that  of  the  previous  year  during  the  same 
months.  Occurring  so  early  in  the  season  the  damage 
to  the  younger  trees  and  shrubs  is  greater  than  would 
be  caused  by  a  severer  drouth  later  in  the  year.  The 
most  noticeable  effect  of  these  frequently  recurring  sea- 
sons of  heat  and  drouth  is  an  unthrifty  condition  ot 
various  species  of  plants  of  European  origin,  in  regions 
where  the  summers  are  much  cooler  and  .  moisten 
Sycamore  maple  trees  seem  to  be  especially  liable  to 
damage  from  this  cause.  Half  of  Humboldt  parkway 
has  been  planted  with  this  species,  and  on  a  large 
proportion  of  the  trees  the  bark  has  dried  and  cracked 
open,  and  in  some  cases  peeled  off  in  large  patches 
near  the  ground,  on  the  side  of  the  trunk  next  the  sun. 
The  Norway  maples  on  the  other  half  of  this  parkway 
make  very  slow  growth,  as  the  soil  is  thin  and  the 
subsoil  all  stiff  clay.     Native  elms  or  oaks  would  be 
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much  better  adapted  to  these  unfavorable  conditions. 
It  seems  advisable  to  replant  the  whole  of  this  park- 
way, leaving  the  present  trees  in  place  so  long  as  their 
condition  is  not  unsightly,  and  until  the  younger  trees 
have  got  a  good  start. 

The  roadways  of  the  several  parks  and  approaches 
have  been  kept  in  fair  repair  by  an  occasional  dressing 
with  gravel  where  necessary.  On  Porter  avenue  and 
the  Circle  the  macadam  is  so  much  worn  that  a  gen- 
eral renewal  will  be  required  to  make  its  condition 
tolerable  in  wet  weather.  A  macadam  structure  is  not 
well  adapted  to  so  important  a  thoroughfare,  crowded 
with  both  pleasure  travel  and  heavy  traffic  at  all  sea- 
sons of  the  year.  Jewett  avenue  is  also  in  need  of 
re-surfacing,  but  as  there  is  relatively  little  travel  over 
it,  a  layer  of  crushed  stone  or  gravel  will  be  sufficient. 
The  west  drive  of  Humboldt  Parkway,  between  Ferry 
street  and  the  Parade,  being  simply  a  clay  road-bed 
on  the  sub-grade  level,  is  soft  and  sticky  after  every 
rain.  Several  dwellings  have  recently  been  built  on 
this  section  of  the  parkway,  and  access  to  these  houses 
with  a  loaded  wagon  is  at  times  almost  impossible. 

The  Common  Council  having  ordered  the  extension 
of  the  lamp  district  in  this  parkway  from  the  Parade  to 
Ferry  street,  the  Buffalo  Gas  Light  Co.  in  November 
laid  a  six-inch  main  in  each  roadway,  and  set  up  fifty- 
four  lamps,  which  have  been  lighted  nightly  since 
December  ist.  On  Best  street  square  a  large  orna- 
mental lamp-post  with  five  lamps  was  set  up  in  Janu- 
ary, and  has  been  in  use  since  ist  of  February. 

The  Water  Commissioners  have  laid  a  6-inch  main 
on  the  west  side  of  Fillmore  avenue,  between  Broadway 
and   Sycamore    street,  and  a   1 6-inch   main   between 
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Genesee  and  Best  streets.  By  permission  of  your 
Board  this  main  was  extended  across  the  .Parade,  in  a 
direct  line  from  Fillmore  avenue  to  Avenue  A.  In 
November  the  Water  Board  also  laid  a  20-inch  main  in 
the  east  side  of  Chapin  parkway,  between  (Clinton  and 
Delayan  avenues.  A  4-inch  pipe  was  also  laid  in  the 
east  side  of  Richmond  avenue,  between  Ferry  and 
Butler  streets. 

In  October  the  portion  of  Elmwood  avenue  inter- 
secting Bidwell  parkway  was  paved  in  conformity  with 
the  new  pavement  ordered  by  the  Council  on  this  avenue. 
The  width  between  curbs  is  forty-two  feet ;  a  strip 
in  the  center  sixteen  feet  wide,  intended  for  car  tracks, 
is  paved  with  stone,  and  the  remainder  with  asphalt. 
The  street  car  line  to  the  Park,  which  it  is  Jioped  will 
soon  be  laid  on  this  avenue,  will  tap  an  important 
section  of  the  city,  and  afford  the  residents  a  much 
shorter  route  to  the  Park  than  the  present  line. 


New  Grounds  of  the  Park. 

Throughout  the  season  a  large  force  of  men  and 
teams  was  constantly  employed  on  the  newly  acquired 
strip  of  twelve  acres  on  the  south  border  of  the  Park. 
The  rough  and  irregular  character  of  these  grounds 
made  much  excavation  and  filling  necessary  to  form  an 
even  surface  and  change  to  pleasing  slopes  the  water- 
worn  sides  of  the  ravine  which  divides  the  eastern  sec- 
tion. To  save  the  top  soil  for  the  new  surface  nearly 
the  whole  of  it  had  to  be  handled  twice.  In  the  old 
grove  on  Lincoln  Parkway  few  trees  were  in  a  thrifty 
condition,  or  in  position  where  the  requirements  of  the 
plan  made  it  possible  to  save  them. 
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The  crooked  ravine,  which  cut  into  separate  halves 
a  part  of  this  ground,  has  been  changed  into  a  pleasant 
little  **  dell,"  with  a  winding  foot-path  running  through 
it.  The  opposite  sides  have  been  connected  by  a  stone 
arch,  built  at  a  point  where  little  artificial  embank- 
ment was  necessary.  On  the  line  of  the  walk^in  the 
dell  the  span  is]  fifteen  feet  wide,  thirty  feet  long  and 
thirteen  feet  high  in  the  clear.  Transversely  to  the 
dell,  at  a  height  of  sixteen  feet  above  the  lower  walk, 
the  arch  carries  a  walk  which  connects  the  two  banks, 
thus  affording  a  nearly  direct  pathway  from  the  street 
car  entrance  of  the  Park  to  the  **  Children's  Green.'* 

The  stones  of  this  structure  are  of  large  size  and 
laid  in  regular  courses  of  rock-faced  masonry.  The 
abutment  walls  are  six  feet  thick  and  the  wing  walls 
four  feet,  the  stone  being  the  flint  rock  of  the  quarries 
on  Steele  street.  The  "  soffit "  of  the  arch  is  built 
with  limestone  from  the  Park  quarry,  laid  in  regular 
courses  and  smoothly  dressed.  The  top  of  the  arch  is 
covered  with  six  inches  of  cement  concrete,  on  top  of 
which  is  a  thick  coat  of  Trinidad  asphalt.  On  each 
side  of  the  upper  walk  a  planting  space  eight  feet 
wide  adjoins  the  low  parapet,  which  will  be  effectually 
screened  by  shruberry.  Ivy  and  other  vines  will  be 
planted  along  the  wings,  so  that  the  whole  structure 
will  be  as  unobtrusive  as  possible. 

The  steep  sides  of  this  small  dell,  being  unsuited  for 
use  as  a  common,  will  be  thickly  planted  next  spring. 
To  give  convenient  access  to  all  portions  of  the  grounds, 
and  ample  accommodation  for  occasional  throngs  with- 
out tempting  them  to  trespass  on  the  spaces  reserved 
for  greensward  and  shrubbery,  a  complete  system  of 
broad  walks  has  been  constructed.     They  have  a  stone 
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foundation,  nearly  a  foot  deep,  with  a  surfacing  of  fine 
gravel,  about  three  inches  thick.  Where  the  incline  is 
steep  enough  to  cause  a  wash  in  heavy  rain-storms,  a 
paved  gutter  has  been  laid  on  each  side. 

At  several  points  it  was  necessary  to  change  the 
location  of  the  old  walks  in  the  adjacent  portion  of  the 
Park,  so  as  to  make  convenient  connections  with  the 
new  work.  The  most  important  change  was  near  the 
Delaware-avenue  gate,  which  was  moved  about  150 
feet  farther  north.  The  foot-path  leading  along  the 
southern  bank  of  the  Lake,  not  having  any  stone  found- 
ation, was  dug  out  and  built  like  the  new  walks,  from 
the  "  Spire-house  "  beach  to  the  head  of  the  "  South 
Bay,"  a  distance  of  2,500  feet.  Including  this,  the 
total  length  of  new  walks  in  this  section  of  the  Park  is 
now  7,250  feet,  of  which  5,850  feet  is  ten  feet  wide,  and 
1,400  feet  is  twelve  feet  wide. 

To  secure  thorough  drainage,  an  extensive  series  of 
sewers  was  built.  The  total  length  is  about  2,500  feet, 
of  which  800  feet  is  of  vitrified  pipe,  eighteen  inches  in 
diameter,  and  the  remainder  in  smaller  sizes,  as  re- 
quired. Twenty-five  stone  silt  basins,  with  cast-iron 
gratings,  have  been  built  at  suitable  intervals  along 
the  walks. 

The  whole  area  of  these  new  grounds  has  been  well 
worked  over,  the  sub-soil  deeply  stirred,  and  the  sur- 
face-soil well  manured.  About  the  first  of  September 
it  was  sown  with  grass-seed,  and  a  thick  sward  had 
grown  up  before  winter  set  in.  This  new  section 
will  be  a  valuable  addition  to  the  Park.  The  picnic- 
ground  is  considerably  enlarged,  the  Children's  Green 
is  more  easily  reached,  and  the  borders  of  the  new 
walks  offer  more  intricacy  and  variety  of  scene  within 
a  small  compass  than  any  other  portion  of  the  Park. 
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Masten   Place. 

In  August  work  was  resumed  on  the  former  burying^ 
ground  on  Masten  street,  heretofore  known  as  the 
Potter's  Field.  The  bank  at  the  angle  of  Masten  and 
Best  streets,  being  about  eight  feet  above  those  streets, 
nearly  8,cxx>  cubic  yards  of  earth  had  to  be  removed  to 
lower  it  to  a  suitable  grade.  By  permission  of  the 
Water  Commissioners  most  of  this  material  was  de- 
livered on  the  adjacent  reservoir-lot  on  the  margin  of 
the  low  ground,  where  the  filling  will  be  useful  in  the 
construction  of  the  proposed  reservoir.  About  600  loads 
of  sand  were  sold,  200  loads  used  in  paving  around  the 
Terrace  Parks,  and  600  loads  in  the  cpnstruction  of  the 
walks  at  the  Park.  Much  good  sand  yet  underlies  this 
place,  but  at  a  depth  too  great  to  repay  the  cost  of 
uncovering  and  refilling. 

As  the  sand-holes  which  have  been  recently  filled  up 
will  require  a  season  to  settle,  the  grading  could  not  be 
entirely  finished  at  this  time.  The  construction  of  the 
foot-paths,  lawns,  and  other  features  of  the  design  pre- 
pared for  these  grounds,  has  therefore  been  deferred 
till  next  season.  The  bones  exhumed  in  the  progress 
of  the  work  filled  fifteen  coffin-cases.  These  were  re- 
interred  in  the  city  lot  in  Forest  Lawn,  which  was 
bought  by  your  Board  for  the  remains  found  on  the 
Circle  when  it  was  graded.  Masten  street  being  only 
fifty  feet  wide  opposite  the  Place,  and  sixty-six  feet 
wide  elsewhere,  a  strip  eight  feet  in  width  was  added 
to  the  street  from  the  Place. 

Terrace  Parks. 

These  two  narrow  strips  of  public  ground  have  been 
iniproved  in  accordance  with  the  adopted  design.     In 
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April  seventy-^ix  elm  trees  were  planted  in  four  rows, 
two  within  the  inclosed  space  and  one  on  each  outer 
border.  In  the  fall  the  sidewalk  borders  were  widened 
to  eighteen  feet,  and  a  flagstone-walk,  six  feet  wide,  laid 
around  each  plot,  ten  feet  from  the  curb-lines.  By 
rounding  the  ends,  a  large  area  was  added  to  the  road- 
ways, and  paved  with  stone.  The  central  area,  which 
is  now  only  sixty-one  feet  wide,  has  been  inclosed  with 
a  low  fence  of  one  stout  rail.  By  enlarging  the 
borders,  the  Upper  Terrace  street  was  widened  twelve 
feet  and  the  Lower  street  six  feet.  The  total  length  of 
the  new  stone  sidewalks  on  both  plots  is  2,200  feet. 


Bennett  Place. 

The  city  acquired  possession  of  this  place  for  park 
purposes  in  March.  It  has  a  frontage  of  364  feet  on 
Pine  street,  and  290  feet  on  Eagle  and  Clinton  streets. 
Most  of  the  area  was  below  the  grade  of  the  adjacent 
streets,  and  2,500  loads  of  earth  for  filling  were  deliv- 
ered free  during  the  season.  Before  filling  the  lower 
grounds,  the  surface-soil  was  removed  and  stored  for 
future  use.  On  the  side  next  Clinton  street,  where  the 
depression  was  greatest,  most  of  the  trees  were  cut 
down.  They  were  chiefly  old  fruit  trees,  of  little  use 
in  a  public  ground.  A  few  were  thrifty  forest  trees, 
but  situated  too  low  to  thrive,  after  the  ground  would 
be  filled  up. 

Late  in  the  fall  the  old  stone  mansion  was  taken 
down.  The  stone  was  piled  up  for  future  use  in  the 
improvement  of  the  grounds,  and  all  other  material 
sold,  if  salable,  or  given  away,  if  not.  In  December 
the  grounds  were  inclosed  with  a  wrought-iron  picket 


fence,  five  feet  high,  with  cast-iron  supports  sunk  four 
feet  deep,  and  filled  around  with  concrete.  There  are 
to  be  four  gates,  one  in  a  recess  at  each  corner,  but 
owing  to  stormy  weather,  these  have  not  yet  been 
hung.  The  gate  and  corner-posts  are  of  cast-iron,  of 
ornamental  design.  A  space  ten  feet  wide  has  been 
set  off  on  the  east  line  for  an  outside  passage  from 
street  to  street. 


Johnson  and  Day's  Parks. 

On  Johnson  Park,  500  loads  of  good  soil  were 
delivered  in  the  spring,  the  obsolete  sinuous  foot-paths 
were  all  filled  up,  and  the  whole  area  sown  with  grass 
seed.  In  November  an  important  change  was  made  in 
the  plan  of  Day's  Park  at  the  west  end.  This  portion 
had  become  much  disfigured  by  cross-cut  paths  through 
the  grass  to  the  school-house  and  to  the  adjacent  houses 
on  the  north  side.  The  proximity  of  so  large  a  school 
made  a  little  more  room  necessary  for  the  ready 
dispersion  of  the  pupils.  A  wide,  gravel  space  now 
affords  freer  access  to  and  from  the  school.  The  west 
end  of  the  grounds  has  been  shortened  100  feet.  This 
end  and  a  detached  circular  grass-plot,  76  feet  in 
diameter,  are  protected  by  a  heavy  stone  curb. 


Prospect  Place. 

This  finely  shaded  Place  is  much  used  as  an  airing 
ground  for  invalids  and  children  during  the  summer 
months.  Not  being  inclosed  there  is  much  business 
travel  across  it,  which  disregards  the  lines  of  the  walks, 
when  the  surface  is  rough    or  muddy,   or    where  the 
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curves  of  the  walks  are  inconvenient.  This  frequent 
trespass  on  the  adjacent  grass  seriously  mars  the 
appearance  of  the  Place,  and  lessens  its  value  as  a 
pleasure  ground,  where  half  the  enjoyment  should  be 
in  its  neat  and  orderly  condition.  These  walks  should 
be  reconstructed  on  more  direct  lines,  made  wholly  of 
flagstone  or  asphalt,  and  all  through  travel  kept  strictly 
to  the  allotted  lines.  For  the  same  reason,  better 
walks  should  .also  be  made  along  the  top  of  the  bluff 
through  the  Front  and  Fort  Porter.  The  small  stones 
in  the  Porter  avenue  sidewalk  on  the  south  side  of  each 
square  were  taken  up  and  replaced  with  stones  6  feet 
wide.  The  old  stones  were  used  in  the  work  on  Day's 
Park  and  on  the  triangle  at  Court  and  Wilkeson 
streets. 

Miscellaneous. 

At  the  foot  of  Porter  avenue,  on  the  block  of  land 
on  the  south  side,  considerable  filling  has  been  delivered 
during  the  year.  It  was  chiefly  ashes  and  street  dirt, 
with  occasionally  sub-soil  from  cellar  excavations. 
There  is  so  much  filling  required  here  before  these 
lands  can  be  utilized,  that  any  material  not  liable  to 
putrefaction  is  useful.  The  dumping  of  garbage  is 
prohibited.  In  November  considerable  work  was  done 
in  leveling  the  surface  of  the  dump,  and  moving  to  low 
ground  in  the  rear  a  ridge  near  the  street  where  the 
filling  had  become  too  high. 

Early  in  the  season  extensive  repairs  were  made  to 
the  Parade  House.  The  base  of  the  veranda  columns 
and  the  floor  beams  had  become  much  decayed,  and  a 
general  renewal  of  large  portions  was  necessary.  At 
the  same  time  nearly  half  of  the  house  was  repainted. 
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In  June,  six  electric  lights  were  distributed  through  the 
grounds,  four  of  them  being  placed  in  the  grove,  and 
the  gas  lamps  there  also  retained.  These  lamps  were 
lighted  for  three  hours  each  evening  for  four  months. 

During  the  last  month,  Mr.  Thomas  J.  Rogers  has 
made  a  topographical  survey  of  the  lands  near  the 
south  limits  of  the  city,  from  the  lake  shore  to  White's 
Corners  road.  The  field  work  is  completed  and  he  is 
now  engaged  on  a  map  with  a  contour  line  for  each 
foot  of  elevation  above  city  datum.  This  map  will 
largely  assist  Mr.  Olmsted  in  preparing  a  plan  for  the 
proposed  park  in  this  vicinity,  and  in  determining  the 
boundary  of  the  site. 

Toward  the  close  of  the  year  many  of  the  "sheep  in 
the  Park  showed  symptoms  of  being  affected  by  scab, 
a  skin  disease  of  an  infectious  nature  and  difficult  to 
cure.  The  best  sheep  were  sold,  from  time  to  time,  to 
the  city  butchers,  and  early  in  December  the  others 
were  sent  to  the  stock  yards  and  sold.  The  sum  of 
$586.69,  obtained  at  the  last  sale,  is  temporarily  held 
by  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  for  the  purchase  of 
another  flock  should  a  favorable  bargain  offer. 

The  average  number  of  laborers,  teamsters  and 
mechanics  employed  daily,  was  in  each  month  as 
follows:  In  January,  12;  February,  6;  March,  25; 
April,  55;  May,  no;  June,  125;  July,  no;  August, 
150;  September,  135;  October,  no;  November,  36, 
and  in  December,  25.  The  seven  policemen  on  duty 
the  previous  year  were  reappointed  on  the  ist  of 
April,  and  are  still  employed.  No  trespasses  worthy 
of  special  comment  have  occurred  during  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  McMillan. 
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Abstract  of    Receipts  and  Expenditures. 

Receipts. 

Appropriated  by  Common  Council $88,359.68 

Received  for  rents %  i . 550.00 

Received  for  hay 51? '02 

Received  for  sand 402 .49 

Received  for  sheep,  wool,  etc 5^3  '09 

Received  for  old  material  (Bennett  Place) I33-I5 

Received  for  sundry  small  sales 93 •  '5 

$3,198.90 

Total  receipts $9i»558.58 

Expenditures. 

Labor $29,804. 15 

Teaming 12,477.21 

New  Construction 19,214.43 

Police 4, 725 .00 

Salaries 3,999.96 

Office  expenses 89 .  61 

Keep  and  care  of  animals 277.60 

Printing  and  Stationery 94* 35 

Repairs,  buildings,  etc 3,980. 75 

Tools  and  implements « 921 .47 

Manure  and  fertilizers i,043 •  40 

Insurance 380.00 

Trees,  shrubs  and  seeds / . .  705 -©5 

Gravel  (for  road  repair) 1,706. 50 

Surveys  and  plans 1,570-50 

Local  taxes  5,826.51 

Miscellaneous 1,073 .43 

Moneys  stolen  October  31st. : 3,200.00 

Total  expenditures $91,089. 92 

Balance $468.66 
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1— Pay  rolls  for  January 

—Howard  Iroo  Works,  lamp  posto.  etc 

[—Baker,  Jones  A  Co.,  printing 

—The  Times  Company,  L.,  Daily  TimeH 

—Becker  A  Wickser,  sundries  

■J.  Orahling  &  Sons,  sleliehA 

—Bloomer  m  BuUard,  insurance 

[—Peter  Grabenstatter,  manure 

—George  Kager,  manure 

— Thos.  Msle,  manure 

—John  Holland,  manure 

— W.  H.  Barham,  manure 

— Erniit  Becker,  manure 

— C.  D.  Zimmerman  A  Co.,  feed 

—City  of  Buffalo,  local  taxes 

88— Pay  rolls  for  February 

1— Howard  Iron  Works.  labor  and  material 

[— Bnflklo  City  Water  Works,  labor  and  material . 

i— John  Ambruster,  stone 

[— C.  D.  Zimmerman  A  Co.,  feed 

[— C.  B.  Armstrong  A  Co.,  insurance 

[ — John  Blendinser,  manure 

[—Mrs.  Anna  Fischer,  manure 

. — John  Noeller,  manure 

[—Mrs.  Barbara  Blller,  manure 

—Henry  Gould,  manure 

—Joseph  Bursky,  manure 

.— Chas.  Htrasser,  manure 

28— Pay  rolls,  March  aeth 

1— Pay  roll  for  March 

5— A.  B.  Haywood,  Daily  Courier  to  Jan.  25 

A— William  Baynes,  setting  glass 

5— Smith's  Planing  Mill,  sheep  racks 

5— Times  Printing  House,  printing  Annual  Report. 

5— C.  D.  Zimmerman,  feed,  etc 

5— Buffalo  German  Ins.  Co.,  Insurance 

6— David  F.  Day,  services 

.5- Vosbursch,  whiting  &  Co.,  stationery 

18— Pay  rolK  Aprllieth 

2— Psy  rolls,  April  80th 

2 — Scheeler  A  Sons,  wire  screen 

2— R.  B.  Andrews,  sundries 

2  —Thos.  J.  McQuade,  labor  and  material 

2— Hiirdwicke  A  Ware,  valve 

2— Hoffslo  City  Water  Works,  labor  and  material  . 

2— Williams ville  Quick  Lime  Co..  Ume 

2— C.  D.  Zimmerman  &  Co.,  feed 

9— The  Courier  Co.,  Dally  Courier  to  July 

2— Henry  H.  Hale,  gravel 

1ft— Pay  rolls,  May  Uth 

16— tl.  J.  Sweeney,  painting  Parade  House 

:W -Pay  rolls.  May  28th 

.31- Pay  roll  for  month  of  May 

2— B.  C.  &  D.  P.  Rumsey.  tax  on  park  lands 

2  -The  Howard  Iron  Works,  Iron  castings 

2-C.  W.  Miller,  coach  hire ... 

2— tTohn  Lyth  A  Sons,  sewer  pipe  and  braAches  — 

2— Salem  G.  I^e  Valley,  powder  and  fhse 

2— Wm.  Lnmlny,  surface  soil  for  Johnson*s  Park.. 

2— French  k.  Klrkholder,  mdse 

2— Goodyear  Rubber  Co.,  hose  and  couplings 

2— Klwanger  &  Barry,  tree*  and  shnibs 


No.  ot 

Voucher. 

Amount. 

400 

«1,092.86 

401 

210.00 

4U2 

11.00 

408 

2.45 

404 

8.95 

405 

75.00 

406 

120.00 

4or 

148.50 

408 

21.00 

409 

70.00 

410 

27  00 

411 

10.00 

412 

19.00 

41S 

15.65 

414 

758.86 

415 

861.19 

416 

11.71 

417 

9.28 

4)8 

18  00 

419 

18.38 

420 

45.00 

421 

69.00 

422 

64.50 

428 

19.50 

424 

14  00 

425 

5.50 

426 

7.00 

427 

3.50 

428 

971.83 

429 

497.92 

480 

2.60 

481 

4.00 

482 

89.00 

4.33 

48.70 

434 

39  44 

485 

80.00 

486 

10  00 

487 

4.40 

488 

991.42 

488 

2,414.71 

440 

8.00 

441 

5.95 

442 

4.25 

448 

9.76 

U4 

10.28 

445 

240 

446 

13.55 

447 

4.00 

448 

80.80 

449 

2,060.84 

450 

200.00 

•461 

2,410.87 

452 

1,086.42 

453 

694.66 

4.54 

18.80 

455 

9  00 

466 

21.66 

457 

2.90 

456 

15.'25 

459 

15.00 

460 

19.46 

461 

83.10 

29 


June 


Ik 


July 


14 
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3— D.  Bogue,  trees 

2— Haryev  Bros.,  grass  seed 

2— Peter  Wilson,  miuiare , 

3— Thomas  Simpson,  liquid  manure 

8— George  FerKnson,  manure 

2— JohnTelton,  salt 

2— Wm.  F.  Kogers,  Sec'y,  office  disbursements 

2— C.  D.  Zimmerman  &  Co.,  feed 

8— S.  D  Colie,  lumber 

1^— The  Courier  Co..  advertising 

2— Weed  &  Co.,  tools,  implements,  etc 

2— Fred  Deming,  traveling  expenses 

18— Pay  rolls,  June  11th   

21— J.  J.  Sweeney,  painting  Parade  House 

27— Pay  rolls,  Juue  25th 

1— Pay  roll  for  June 

6— Henry  H.  Hale,  gravel '. 

5— John  Miller,  gravel 

5— F.  T.  Coppins,  painting 

5— Bickford  A  Francis,  hose  and  repairs 

5— John  Chapin,  laying  plank  sidewalks 

5— The  Citizens'  Ghs  Co.,  gas  at  Parade 

5— Vacuum  Oil  Company,  engine  oil 

5— The  Bell  Telephone  Co.,  rent  of  instrument   

5— John  Felton,  salt 

5— Lehr  Bros.,  labor  and  material  at  Parade  Hou«e    .   . 

5 — Jos.  Churchyard,  labor  and  material,  Pnrade  Hout*e, 

5— John  R.  Munroe,  labor  and  material 

.•i — J.  J.  Sweeney,  painting 

5—  Edward  L.  Cook,  labor  and  material 

5— French  A;  Kirkholder,  mdse 

5 — V^eed  A  Co.,  implements 

6— C.  D.  Zimmerman  A  Co.,  feed 

6— Buffalo  Oerman  Ins.  Co.,  insurance 

5— Buffalo  City  Cemetery,  crushed  stone 

5— John  Lyth  A  8on«,  sewer  pipe 

5— Mrs.  D.  Newlands,  bedding  plants 

.5— C.  F.  Christiansen,  bedding  plants 

6— William  Scott,  bedding  plants 

5— JnmeA  Hilley.  bedding  plants 

5— Conrad  Spiess,  bedding  plant)* 

'•         5— Buffalo  Gas  Light  Co  ,  gas  at  Park 

11— Pay  rolls.  July  9th 

26— Pay  rolls,  July  28d 

August  I— Pay  roll  for  July 

**         2— Bickford  &  Francis,  ho;<e  and  repairs 

2— Goodyear  Rubber  Co.,  hose  and  couplings 

2— Buffalo  Rubber  Co..  hose  and  couplings 

8— Walbridge  A  Co  ,  implements 

2— A.  A.  Ju-tin,  repairing  implements 

2— A.  R.  Fox,  repairing  mowing  machines 

2— John  Chapin,  plank  sidewalks 

2—8.  D.  Colie,  lumber 

2— Buffalo  City  Water  Works,  labor  and  material . . 

2— Wm.  S.  Bartleman,  drilling  well 

2— Becker  &  Wickser,  harness,  etc 

2— C.  D.  Zimmerman  A  Co.,  corn  and  meal 

2— R.  Ovens  Bakery,  broken  crackers 

•2— Weed  A  Co.,  hardware 

H— Pay  rolls.  Augnst  6th 

9— L.  P.  Beyer  jft  Co.,  labor  and  material 

9— Beals  A  Brown,  lawn  mower 

U— Bickford  A  Francis,  hose  and  couplings 

0— Lockwood  A  Oueh,  stationery 

9— Buffalo  German  Ins.  Co.,  insurance 

9— Citizens'  Gas  Light  Co.,  gas  consumed  at  Parade 

9— H.  L.  Campbell,  plans 

A— Buffalo  City  Water  Works,  labor  and  material 

22— Pay  rolls,  Angust  80th 

1— Pay  roll  for  August 

5— Pay  rolls,  Sept.  8d 

6— Thos.  Dark  A  Sons,  mason  work  at  stone  arch . . 
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No  of 
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468 
469 
470 
471 
472 
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474 
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478 
479 
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484 
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488 
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490 
491 
492 
493 
494 
495 
496 
49  r 
498 
49!i 
500 
501 
502 
508 
5(»4 
505 
r»06 
507 
506 
509 
510 
.511 
512 
513 
514 
515 
516 
517 
518 
519 
520 
521 
522 
523 
.  524 
525 
526 
527 
528 
529 
.VJO 
531 
532 
533 


.Amount. 

$  32.90 

3*. 10 

119.50 

49.50 

33  00 

36.40 

16  06 

33.96 

23.04 

10.00 

82.85 

40.00 

2.524.14 

220.00 

2,783  57 

1,047.89 

868.80 

231 .20 

208.55 

17.75 

2-».58 

3.011 

12.15 

25.00 

52.50, 

60.21 

1,884.15 

299.05 

214.35 

3.79 

7  25 
14.62 

4.48 

60.00 

86.10 

160.78 

10.00 

158.74 

132.39 

80.90 

50.00 

1.85 

3,520.20 

2  832.86 

1,035.42 

35  50 

180. 2^ 

45  50 

21.011 

86.56 

3.00 

46.24 

88.95 

36.00 

24  PO 

18.15 

17.95 

8  88 
38.58 

2,546.56 

248.89 

10.50 

59.18 

11.75 

00.00 

8.20 

20.00 

43.09 

8.361.86 

1,035.89 

3.122.24 

800.00 
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No.  01 

Voooher.  Amount. 

Sept.     0— John  Lyth  A  Sons,  sewer  pipe  iind  brsncbes 5S4  $  S8B.4S 

tt— Goodyear  Rubber  Co.,  Iiuse  and  couplings 585  76  75 

6— Blckford  <t  Francis,  hoM 590  16.(4 

6— a.  J.  Fox«  ooach  hire 5»7  800 

6— Lockwood  A  Ongh.  sUtlonery 5d8  7.au 

6— Qeorge  GlseU  bUcksmithlnic 589  1.25 

6— French  A  Klrkholder.  mdse 540  1.84 

6— (telein  G.  Le  Valley,  merchandise 541  It.W 

6— C.  D.  Zimmerman  A  Co..  feed 542  17.80 

6— Beals  A  Brown,  ImplemenU 548  90.85 

tt— The  Ooarler  Co.,  ciiy  dlrwlory iM  4.50 

«— Weed  A  COw,  hardware 016  8.M 

•-4.  D.  Colle,  lumber 546  66.9 

6— John  Lorenz,palnu 547  SS.tS 

6— Peter  G.  Stranb,  stone  sidewalk   ; 548  461.78 

6— Daniel  Hotallnc,  stone  sidewalk 540  454.01 

6— Daniel  W.  McGorry,  gravel 550  248.25 

6- Harvey  Brothers 661  l«.a« 

10— Pay  rolls.  September  17th 558  8,068.68 

Oct.        1— Pay  roll  for  September 668  1.047.94 

8— Pay  rolls.  October  1st 554  2,!ir2.04 

4— Thomaa  Dark  A  Sons,  mason  work 555  780. <tO 

4— Thoma<*  Dark  A  Suns,  setting  receivers 666  85. 65 

4— C.  D.  Zimm^rmsn  ft  Co.,  (bed 567  22.84 

4— The  Howard  iron  Works,  receivers 558  115.20 

4- Salem  O.  Le  VaUey.  powder 550  2.00 

4 -The  Courier  Co..  advertising 560  3.20 

4--Weed  A  Co.,  ImplemenU 561  4.65 

4~ Adam,  Meldrum  ft  Anderson,  shades 562  8.70 

4— Buffalo  City  Cemetery,  opening  grave 568  5.00 

4— William  F.  Kogers,  SeoreUry.  dlsbarsements 564  10.00 

4— The  Citlsens  Gas  Co.,  gas  ut  Parade 565  4.50 

4— Mrs.  Anna  Gehree,  stone  for  arch 566  9M.25 

4— Peter  G.  Straob,  sidewalks  in  Terrace 567  1,880.00 

4—1.  L.  Barber,  paving  stone 668  44100 

4— K.  Tierman,  sharpening  tools 569  15.96 

4— Buflklo  Cement  Co.,  L.,  cement 570  282.00 

4— John  Miller,  gravel 571  477.60 

17— Pay  rolls,  October  16th 572  2JMS.12 

*'       81— Wm.  F.  Rogers,  8ec>  ft  Trees,  pay  rolls  Oct  20th.  578  2,865.81 

81— Wm.  F.  Hogers,  8ec*y  ft  Trees,  pay  roll  for  October.  574  1,085.42 

Nov.      2— David  Gray,  Sec'y  ft  Trees,  to  make  good  robbery.  675  8,200.00 

2~Loegler  ft  Ladd,  tools  etc 576  76.15 

''        2— The  Howard  Iron  Works,  gratee  and  framee 577  66.04 

2-Fox  ft  HoUoway,  sand STB  244  «» 

**        »— Buffalo  City  Cemetery,  opening  graves 579  15.00 

2— Citizenii  Gas  Company,  gas  at  Parade 560  4.50 

2— H.  L.  Csmpbell,  plans,  etc.,  for  Bennett  pUoe 581  51 .50 

2— Peter  G.  Straub,  sldowiilks 582  224.94 

2— Daniel  HoUllng,  sidewalks 588  621.00 

2— M.  Gsrrity,  repairing  Soldiers'  Monument 684  40.00 

2— John  Lyth  ft  Sons,  sewer  pipe 565  478.66 

2— John  R.  Monroe,  fencing  on  Terrace  . .   686  279.68 

14-David  Grsy.  Sec'y  ft  Trees.,  pay  rolls  of  Nov.  14ih.  587  2,168.90 

Dec.       1— The  Bell  Telephone  Co.  of  Buffalo,  Instrument  6  mott.  588  25.00 

1— D.  W.  Hodge,  roofing  for  stone  arch  589  116.25 

1—D.  W.  Hodge,  roofing 600  48.78 

1— The  Buffalo  Cement  Co.,  cement 591  88.40 

1— Reals  ft  Brown,  tools  and  Implements 592  24  84 

1— The  Howard  Iron  Works,  graUs  and  frames 598  116.05 

1—C.  D.  Zimmerman  ft  Co..  reed 504  18.25 

I— A.  A.  Justin,  repairing  implements 505  7.75 

1— A.  L.  Barber,  stone 596  80.00 

1— A.  L.  Barber,  paving  at  Slmwood  ave.  and  Bldwell 

parkway 597  8,219.00 

1— The  Courier  Co.,  advertising 698  8.00 

1-John  Miller,  gravel     699  298.00 

l-City  ol  Buffalo,  local  taxes 600  989.48 

1—Wro.  McMillan,  paid  for  sheep  for  park fiOl  21.45 

1— David  Gray.  «ec'y  ft  Tieas..  pay  rolls  ol  Dec.  Ist. .  .  W8  502.75 

1— Drtvld  Gray,  Sec'y  ft  Treas..  pay  roll  t.f  November.  608  1.006.42 

20— David  Gray,  Sec'y  ft  Treas.,  pay  rolls  of  Dec.  20 604  754.97 
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No.  of 

1888.                                                                                              Voucher.  Amount. 

J«iry     4— Peter  G.  Stnmb,  stone  for  eidewHlks tf06  $     61.12 

4— City  of  Baffalo,  local  tax  (paving  on  Muten  at) 606  2,888.46 

4— Bealfl  A  Brown,  tools,  etc 607  15.18 

4— Jacob  Hess,  stakes  for  snrveyors 608  81.50 

4— F.  L.  A  J.  C.  Olmsted,  services  as  landscape  urchU 

tects 609  897.00 

4— Sdward  L.  Cook,  plambing 610  1.00 

4— John  B.  Robinson  A  Co.,  bhickamithing 61 1  161 . 78 

4— S.  D.  Colie,  lumber 612  76.62 

4— Weed  A  Co.,  hardware ....  618  22.86 

4~C.D.  Zimmerman  &  Co.,  feed 614  72.88 

4— The  Howard  Iron  Works,  Iron  fence  posts 615  489.74 

4— Daniel  Hotuling.  flagging  for  Terrace 616  822.48 

4— Brady  A  Maltby,  stone  Tor  sidewalks,  etc.,  Terrace.  617  632.40 

4— bmiih,  Davis  A  Co.,  insurance 618  20.00 

4—  George  P.  Germain  A  Son,  insurance 619  46.00 

4— Srhard  Fischer,  repairing  tools 620  8.80 

4— Henry  Unbehuun,  manure 021  8.5i 

4— Fox  ft  HoUoway.  sand 622  8.44 

4— L.  P.  Beyer,  plumbing 628  71.68 

4— Peter  Wilson,  manure 624  15  50 

4— George  H.  Jonee*  Sons,  iron  fence  for  Bennett  place.  525  2,411 .70 

4— George  H.  Hoover,  25  car  losds  manure         .  .• 626  250.00 

4— John  Lorena,  painting,  etc. ,  materiahi 627  45 .  S8 

4— City  of  Buffalo,  sundry  local  tuxes 628  2,852.81 

4— City  of  Buffalo,  sundry  local  taxes 629  1,710.76 

4--J0DnR  Monroe,  lumber 63ii  20.67 

4— David  Gray,  Sec'y  A  Treas.,  pay  roll  for  Dee.  1887  . .  681  1,047.89 

4— David  Gray,  Sec'y  &  Treas  ,  pay  rolls  of  Dec  81 , 1 887.  682  55 1 .  92 

$98,442.73 

Deduct  Order  No.  628  transferred  to  Fund  of  1888.  2,862  81 

Total  Bxpenditures  Park  Fund  of  1887.  $91,089 .  92 
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[APPENDIX.] 

PROPOSED    EXTENSION   OF    THE 

PARK   SYSTEM, 

Frederick   Law   Olmsted's  Letter,  TRANSMiriED    ro  the 
Common  Coincil,  April  ii,  1887. 

S.  S.  Jewett,  Esq.,  President  of   the  Board  of   Park  Commissioners 
of  the  City  of  Buffalo : 

Sir — The  Common  Council  having  asked  your  Board  to  take  the 
necessary  steps  to  realize  the  wishes  of  citizens  of  the  Thirteenth  Ward, 
petitioning  for  a  park  on  the  lake  shore,  and  for  a  pleasure  road  connect- 
ing it  with  the  existing  park  and  parkway  system  of  the  city,  and  the 
Board  having  asked  my  counsel  in  the  matter,  on  the  22d  inst.,  in  com- 
pany with  your  Committee  on  Roads  and  Grounds,  I  made  a  tour  of  the 
Thirteenth  Ward  and  of  a  part  of  the  town  of  West  Seneca,  and  the 
following  day  was  present  at  a  meeting  of  the  Board  at  which  a  hearing 
was  given  to  a  number  of  gentlemen  speaking  for  the  petitioners.  In  a 
conversation  that  followed  I  was  led  to  state  something  of  the  impressions 
that  had  been  made  upon  my  mind  by  what  I  had  thus  seen  and  heard 
and  was  asked  by  commissioners  to  report  the  substance  of  my  remarks 
in  a  written  communication  to  you.  Before  doing  so  I  should  like  to 
recall  certain  circumstances  of  the  past,  a  consideration  of  which  is 
necessary  to  an  understanding  of  the  present  situation. 

Nineteen  years  ago  I  was  asked  by  a  provisional  committee  of  citizens 
to  advise  in  the  selection  of  a  site  for  a  rural  park  for  Buffalo.  I  said 
at  once,  that  it  should,  if  possible,  be  on  the  shore  of  the  lake.  This, 
more  especially,  for  two  reasons:  First,  there  is  nothing  so  refreshing 
and  grateful  to  a  man  escaping  temporarily  from  the  confinement  of 
ordinary  city  life  as  an  unlimited  expanse  of  natural  scenery  such  as 
would  be  provided  without  cost  in  any  situation  overlooking  the  lake. 
F>ery  acre  of  park  land,  therefore,  so  situated,  may  be  worth  many 
acres  elsewhere.  Second,  it  is  a  great  advantage  to  a  city  to  have  a 
park  approachable  by  water.  Boats  are  cheap  and  pleasant  vehicles. 
Making  the  journey  to  a  park  in  a  boat,  the  refreshment  of  the  visitor 
begins  as  soon  as  he  takes  water.  It  is  a  much  better  means  of  anti- 
urban  recreation  than  that  of  moving  in  a  wheeled  vehicle  through  the 
midst  of  the  city.  The  most  beautiful  place  of  resort  in  the  world  is 
said  (in  the  Amt't-ictin  Cychpcdid)  to  be  a  public  park  in  Stockholm. 
No  other  is  more  generally  or  better  used  by  all  classes  of  people.     This 
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park  is  on  an  island  and  is  accessible  onfy  by  boats.  But  when  I  said 
that  I  should  think  that  the  best  place  for  a  park  near  Buffalo  must  be 
somewhere  on  the  shore  of  the  lake,  I  was  cautioned  not  to  suppose 
that  the  people  of  the  city  had  any  sympathy  with  the  sentiment  by 
which,  coming  from  the  seaboard,  it  was  presumed  that  I  was  moved. 
It  was  said  that  the  lake  brought  to  their  minds,  more  prominently  than 
anything  else,  harsh  winds,  wrecks  and  other  disasters,  dreary  fields  of 
ice  and  a  tedious  holding  back  of  spring,  and  that,  evfti  in  warm 
weather,  boating  was  not  popular,  nor  was  there  any  custom  prevalent, 
corresponding  to  that  which  leads  the  people  of  cities  near  the  ocean  to 
flock  to  its  shores.  More  than  once  it  was  said  to  me,  "  We  hate  the 
lake."  I  mention  this  because  a  directly  contrary  statement  has  been 
publicly  made  of  late.  If  a  change  of  popular  sentiment  in  this 
respect  has  occurred  it  is  probably  because  the  habit  of  seeking  recre- 
ation during  the  summer  by  excursions  from  the  town  has  been  growing 
rapidly  and  an  education  has  been  gained  in  sensibility  to  the  refresh- 
ment of  broad  aspects  of  nature.  What  finally  settled  the  question 
was  the  obvious  fact  that  north  of  Buffalo  creek  no  large  space  could  be 
found  along  the  shore  unoccupied  by  costly  buildings  or  undivided  by  a 
railroad  and,  south  of  the  creek,  none  which  could  be  made  pleasantly 
accessible  except  at  immoderate  cost.  Giving  up  a  large  park  on  the 
lake,  I  nevertheless  urged  the  importance  of  improving  the  Front,  as 
has  since  been  done,  and  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  securing  the 
space  of  ground  between  the  Front  and  the  lake,  which  the  city  is  now 
trying  to  obtain  possession  of  at  a  cost  many  times  greater  than  would 
have* been  necessary  had  my  advice  been  immediately  acted  upon. 
Making,  next,  a  tour  of  the  suburbs  of  the  city  at  a  distance  from  the 
lake,  I  found  no  ground  offering  valuable  advantages  for  a  rural  park 
within  the  limits  of  the  district  to  which  the  committee  were  willing  to 
go.  Looking  (against  their  wishes  and  entirely  of  my  ow^n  motion) 
beyond  these  limits,  I  found  a  situation  in  which  the  advantages  for 
forming  a  park  of  an  unusual  and  very  desirable  character,  at  moderate 
cost,  seemed  to  be  such  as  to  more  than  compensate  for  its  obvious  dis- 
advantages in  remoteness  from  the  people  of  the  southern  part  of  the 
city.  I  expressed  this  conviction  and  gave  reasons  for  it  and  they  were 
in  time  found  sufficient  to  induce  the  city  government,  though  not 
without  strenuous  opposition,  to  secure  the  greater  part  of  the  land 
advised.  The  little  which  it  failed  at  the  time  to  buy,  it  is  now  adding 
to  the  Park  at  a  price,  I  believe,  ten  times  greater  than  it  would  have  had 
to  pay.  I  refer  to  these  circumstances  prefatorily  to  the  following  obser- 
vation: If  the  population  of  Buffalo  should  increase  at  a  rate  not 
greatly  below  the  average  rate  of  its  increase  during  the  last  twenty 
years,  it  will  not  be  long  before  it  is  twice  as  large  a  city  as  it  was 
when  its  present  parkw^as  begun.  It  is  improbable  that  it  will  wait  even 
till  that  time  before  providing  som/ething  in  the  way  of  a  park  at  a  point 
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Opposite  that  of  the  present  park.  It  will,  then,  be  improvident  to  let 
whatever  tract  of  outlying  land  would  be  most  suitable  for  the  purpose 
become  occupied  with  structures  that  will  either  prevent  its  purchase 
when  wanted,  or  add  greatly  to  its  cost. 

As  to  the  choice  of  a  site  for  a  second  park,  the  following  propositions 
may  be  suggested.  Whenever  Buffalo  wants  another  park,  it  will  be 
best: 

First,  that  it  should  be  in  a  direction  from  the  city  opposite  that  of 
the  present  Park;  second,  that  it  should  command  a  broad  view  over 
the  lake;  third,  that  it  should  be  conveniently,  safely  and  pleasantly 
accessible  from  distant  parts  of  the  town  by  boats;  fourth,  that  it 
should  be  adapted  to  the  production  of  natural  features  of  rural  scenery 
(other  than  in  views  over  the  lake)  which  will  be  pleasing  and  refreshing 
in  a  different  way  from  those  of  the  present  Park,  so  that  it  cannot  be 
said  that  one  is  better  than  the  other;  only  that  each  is  excellent  of  its 
distinctive  kind  I  fijid  that  the  ground  which  the  petitioners  seem  to 
have  had  more  particularly  in  view,  or  ground  near  it,  is  satisfactor}'  in 
each  of  these  particulars.  It  is  in  the  required  direction  from  the  center 
of  the  city  ;  it  is  on  the  lake  ;  when  the  breakwater  shall  have  been 
extended,  as  I  am  told  it  is  likely  to  be  in  a  few  years,  there  will  be  a 
still-water  boating-way  to  it  from  the  northern  parts  of  the  city;  its 
topography  is  in  strong  contrast  to  that  of  the  present  Park.  Further 
than  this,  it  is  in  part  little  better  than  waste  land,  and  is  in  part  farming 
land,  at  a  distance  from  any  improvements  spreading  out  of  the  city, 
and  will  not  be  costly.  Owing  to  numerous  railroad  embankments  and 
bridges,  interrupting  the  natural  outflow  of  waters,  a  considerable 
quarter  in  the  southern  part  of  the  city  has  been  of  late  years  increas- 
ingly subject  to  be  flooded.  To  lessen  this  liability  the  city  engineer 
has  devised  a  scheme  for  turning  the  course  of  Cazenovia  creek  below 
a  certain  point,  and  giving  it  a  direct  outflow  into  the  lake.  From 
evidences  seen  on  the  twenty-second,  of  the  depth  of  a  recent  flood, 
covering  all  the  roads  and  sweeping  away  bridges  and  fences  on  several 
square  miles  of  land,  I  think  the  city  will  be  compelled  soon  to  pro- 
vide some  method  of  relief  from  this  evil.  Presuming  that  that  pro- 
posed by  the  city  engineer,  which,  at  a  glance,  seems  simple  and 
effective,  will  be  adopted,  it  is  to  be  noted  that  the  new  outlet  of  the 
creek  will  come  not  far  from  the  situation  had  in  view  for  the  park,  and 
may  easily  be  made  to  coincide  with  it. 

Having  been  instructed  to  submit  a  preliminary  design  for  the  pro- 
posed park,  I  am  disposed  to  consider  whether  advantage  cannot  be 
taken  of  the  copious  flow  of  water  that  the  turned  creek  will  supply, 
and  of  the  movement  of  earth  that  will  be  necessary  in  forming  its  out- 
let, to  establish  the  basis  of  a  passage  of  natural  scenery  of  an  unusual 
type  and  of  a  park  of  unique  character.  If  the  park  scheme  and  the 
drainage    scheme    are    designed    in    certain    respects    co-operatively, 
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economy  will  probably  be  gained  ior  both.  The  precise  situation  of 
the  land  to  be  taken  for  the  park  should  be  determined  with  regard 
partly  to  the  requirements  of  the  drainage  scheme,  and  partly  to  the 
price  at  which  different  properties  that  would  answer  the  two  purposes 
in  view  might  be  bought.  In  the  meantime  any  plan  for  the  park 
should  be  of  a  tentative  character.  In  order  that  a  better  judgment 
may  be  formed  of  what  is  practicable  and  data  obtained  which  would 
allow  a  preliminary  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  proposed  work  to  be 
made,  I  shall  wish  to  prepare  such  a  tentative  plan  in  consultation  with 
the  city  engineer,  and  I  advise  that  with  a  view  to  it  a  survey  of  the 
ground  to  be  considered  be  made.  This  will  best  be  done  at  once, 
before  the  leaves  come  out.  As  I  have  spoken  of  the  advantages  of 
water  communication  with  a  public  park,  it  may  be  best  at  this  time  to 
mention  that  in  laying  out  the  present  park  north  of  the  city  the  ques- 
tion of  a  water-way  to  it  was  considered,  and  it  was  concluded  that  it 
would  be  practicable  at  slight  expense  to  make  Scajaquada  creek  navig- 
able for  rowing  craft  and  steam  launches  to  the  Park,  and  a  basin  and 
landing  for  visitors  arriving  by  that  route  was  provided  for  in  the  plan. 
The  arrangement  is  still  available,  and  it  will  be  feasible  in  the  future 
to  have  a  line  of  pleasure  boats,  moved,  to  avoid  the  heat  of  steam 
boilers,  by  electric  motors  (such  as  are  now  used  by  street  cars),  plying 
between  the  north  and  south  parks  and  calling  at  various  landings  along 
the  city  front. 

I  shall  now  turn  to  another  branch  of  the  question  upon  which  the 
Common  Council  has  asked  the  commissioners  to  take  action. 

In  connection  with  the  plan  of  the  main  Park  of  Buffalo,  a  system  of 
roads  adapted  to  pleasure  travel,  by  which  the  Park  could  be  approached 
from  different  quarters  of  the  citv,  was  suggested  by  Mr.  Vaux  and 
myself  in  1868.  One  branch  of  this  system,  which  the  Park  Commis- 
sioners adopted  and  carried  out,  ran  through  the  eastern  outskirts  of 
the  city.  From  the  southern  end  of  this  branch  an  avenue  has  since 
been  extended,  by  order,  I  believe,  of  the  Common  Council,  which  is 
carried  at  grade  over  two  railroads.  Such  a  road  is  certainly  not 
adapted  to  pleasure  travel,  but  it  seems  to  be  classed  as  a  part  of  the 
parkway  system,  and  the  present  proposition  is  to  further  extend  this 
road,  under  the  name  of  a  parkway,  to  the  proposed  new  park  on  the 
lake.  It  differs  in  no  respect  from  other  ordinary  tree-bordered  avenues 
of  the  city. 

It  was  to  be  observed  that  the  gentlemen  who,  on  the  twenty-second, 
addressed  your  Board  on  behalf  of  the  petitioners,  scarcely  mentioned 
the  matter  of  the  park,  and  did  not  at  all  discuss  questions  of  its  site, 
extent  or  character.  But  they. were  all  warmly  interested  in  the  question 
of  the  route  of  the .  prospective  parkway.  Several  routes  for  it  were 
proposed  and  each  was  warmly  advocated.  All  of  them  had  the  same 
point  of  departure,  but  while  a  direct  route  from  this  point  to  the  point 
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had  in  view  for  the  park  on  the  lake  shore  would  be  not  more  than 
three  miles  in  length,  the  shortest  of  those  advocated  would  be  over 
four  miles,  the  longest  over  six.  Viaducts  for  getting  over  several  rail- 
ways were  proposed  in  each  case,  but  nothing  was  said  of  the  grade 
crossings  of  railroads  that  would  have  to  be  passed  before  the  initial 
point  could  be  reached  from  the  dwellings  of  a  greater  part  of  the 
people  of  the  city,  and  even  of  the  southern  part  of  the  city.  That  the 
park  had  been  asked  for  not  so  much  because  the  petitioners  had  felt 
the  need  of  a  park  in  the  southern  part  of  the  city,  as  because  they 
wanted  what  the  city  might  be  hoped  to  provide  under  the  name  of  a 
parkway,  would,  I  suppose,  be  denied  by  none  of  the  gentlemen.  The 
drift  of  the  argument  for  each  of  the  proposed  routes  for  the  parkway 
was  such  as  to  naturally  suggest  the  comment  made  in  a  newspaper 
report  of  the  proceedings  the  following  morning,  to  the  effect  that  each 
petitioner  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  most  suitable  route  for  the  park- 
way would  be  the  one  that  would  carry  it  nearer  his  front  door. 

I  indicate  the  impression  which  the  debate  was  adapted  to  make  as 
the  leading  motive  of  the  petitioners  with  entire  respect  for  them  and 
with  sympathy  with  that  motive.  It  seems  to  me  a  w^rong  state  of 
things  which  compels  them  to  ask  for  cake  when  they  are  in  dire  need 
of  bread.  For,  the  matter  which  I  understand  to  be  at  the  bottom  of 
their  solicitude  is,  in  my  judgment,  one  of  much  greater  moment  than 
that  of  a  park  or  of  a  pleasure  road  leading  to  a  park  ever  can  be. 
And,  as  I  cannot  advise  any  of  the  routes  to  be  proposed  to  be  adopted 
for  its  ostensible  purpose,  and  am  not  prepared  to  recommend  any  other, 
it  will  be  proper  for  me  to  say  what  chiefly  lies  in  my  way  to  do  so. 

In  a  paper  that  I  prepared  in  connection  with  an  exhibit  made  at  the 
international  exposition  in  Paris,  it  was  said  that  the  plan  of  no  other 
city  gave  more  evidence  of  shrewd  foreca.sting  study  of  the  future 
interests  of  its  citizens  than  that  of  Buffalo  as  originally  devised,  and  as 
the  limits  of  this  plan  were  outgrown  it  was  hoped  that  the  same  spirit 
might  characterize  the  enlargement  of  it.  Since  then  Buffalo  has  begun 
to  grow  overground  to  the  southward,  presenting  unusual  difficulties  in 
the  way  of  a  good  plan,  and  the  tendency  to  occupy  this  ground  for 
certain  purposes  is  probably  irresistible.  It  is  low,  flat,  liable  to  be 
flooded,  difficult  of  drainage,  and  so  cut  by  a  broad,  deep  and  exceed- 
ingly crooked  water-way,  that  to  extend  a  convenient  street  system 
through  it  under  any  circumstances  would  be  a  difficult  undertaking;  to 
construct  streets  over  it,  carrying  sewers  of  suitable  inclination  and  out- 
flow, a  costly  work;  to  prevent  a  manner  of  building  likely  to  invite 
pestilence  and  give  the  whole  city  a  bad  reputation  as  to  health,  an 
onerous  piece  of  municipal  administration. 

But  the  difficulties  natural  to  the  situation  in  these  respects  are  greatly 
increased  by  the  fact  that  a  number  of  railway  corporations  have  been 
allowed  to  take  possession  of   a  great  deal  of   the  land  immediately 
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adjoining  the  well-built  part  of  the  city,  and  to  obtain  rights  and  estab- 
lish structures,  each  with  little  regard  to  the  interest  of  others,  except, 
perhaps,  a  dog-in-the-manger  interest.  The  rails  of  these  com- 
panies are  carried  on  low  embankments,  interrupting  the  natural  surface- 
drainage,  and  extending  in  every  direction  through  a  belt,  crossing  the 
line  in  which  the  city  is  advancing,  more  than  half  a  mile  in  breadth. 
Within  this  belt  the  railway  lines  cross  and  re-cross  one  another,  and 
they  are  laid  at  an  elevation  which  will  be  intermediate  between  the 
natural  surface  and  the  lowest  level  at  which  sanitary  prudence  will 
allow  the  surface  of  streets  and  the  ground  floors  of  dwellings  to  be 
placed.  An  idea  of  the  number  of  these  tracks,  and  the  danger,  diffi- 
culty and  delay  that  they  already  establish  for  all  who  wish  to  pass  in  or 
out  of  the  city  on  the  south,  except  by  rail,  is  given  by  a  statement 
made  at  the  meeting  by  one  of  the  Park  Commissioners,  that  in  a  single 
visit  to  a  near  suburb  he  had  been  compelled  to  cross  twenty-four  lines 
of  railway,  all  on  grade.  It  was  stated  by  another  commissioner  that 
every  few  days  some  one  is  reported  to  have  been  killed  in  attempting 
the  passage,  and  that  in  course  of  a  year  a  more  terrible  loss  of  life 
occurs  in  consequence  of  the  arrangement  than  that  which  has  lately 
given  rise  to  so  much  public  feeling  by  the  burning  of  the  Richmond 
Hotel.  It  is  also  said  that  as  many  as  twenty  loaded  teams  are  already 
often  to  be  seen  at  a  crossing,  waiting  for  trains  to  pass,  and  that  the 
delays  and  cost  of  transportation  thus  occurring  are  beginning  to  be  felt 
as  a  heavy  tax  on  certain  branches  of  the  business  of  the  city. 

The  difficulties  in  the  way  of  establishing  a  judicious  system  for  such 
enlargement  of  the  city  to  the  southward  as  is  inevitable,  presented  in 
the  circumstances  that  have  been  mentioned,  are  every  year  increased 
by  new  constructions  planned  without  thought  of  the  common  and 
lasting  interests  of  the  city  as  a  whole.  Until  the  leading  outlines,  at 
least,  of  such  a  system  shall  be  defined,  no  man,  however  forethought- 
ful and  public  spirited  his  intention,  can  be  sure  that  any  factory,  ware- 
house, bridge,  or  road  that  he  may  build  or  urge  the  city  to  build, 
within  or  near  this  district,  will  not  add  to  the  complication  of  the 
problem. 

There  are  currents  of  progress  which,  sooner  or  later,  become  irre- 
sistible in  every  growing  city.  From  such  knowledge  of  these  as  has 
come  to  me  in  a  professional  experience  of  thirty  years  in  dealing  with 
the  corporations  of  numerous  cities,  I  cannot  doubt  that  Buffalo  must 
before  many  years  enter  upon  some  broad,  radical  and  far-seeing  policy 
of  improvement  for  this  district  and  require  that  no  private  or  public 
work  shall  thereafter  be  prosecuted  within  it  in  a  manner  that  will  add 
materially  to  the  cost  of  carrying  out  this  policy. 

I  am  told  that  the  6rst  step  to  such  a  policy  has  already  been  officially 
proposed  ;  that  it  assumes  that  the  several  railroad  corporations  may  be 
brought  to  work  co-operatively  one  with  another  and  with  the  city,  to 
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simplify  the  difficulty,  by  consolidating  some  of  their  lines,  bringing 
others  closer  together,  and  then  elevating  all  their  tracks  to  a  height 
that  will  allow  street  vehicles  to  pass  under  them. 

If  this  scheme  is  ever  realized  and  such  a  street  system  adopted  as 
will  thus  be  feasible  and  desirable,  any  parkway  that  may  have  been 
made  in  the  meantime  with  regard  only  to  the  present  system  or  no 
system,  will  be  superseded  and  the  city  put  to  the  expense  of  removing 
the  materials  that  will  have  been  used  for  getting  over  the  railroads  at 
their  present  level. 

But  it  was  said  at  the  meeting  that  the  opinion  prevails  among  those 
likely  to  be  well  advised  that  the  railroad  companies  would  strenuously 
resist  such  a  plan,  and  that  in  view  of  the  means  which  they  would  be 
able  to  use  for  indefinitely  prolonging  a  controversy  with  the  city  there 
will  be  no  general  disposition  to  adopt  it. 

Suppose  it  to  have  been  decided,  then,  that  the  rails  are  not  to  come 
up.  but  that  some  consolidation  of  the  different  lines  is  practicable,  that 
some  lines  may  be  abandoned  and  others  relocated,  so  that  the  space  of 
extreme  difficulty  will  be  narrowed  and  the  problem  made  a  little  less 
complex. 

Supi>ose  that  when  this  has  been  accomplished  the  duty  and  the 
interest  of  the  city  to  provide  for  safe  and  convenient  passage  between 
its  older  parts  and  all  of  the  different  parts  of  the  Thirteenth  Ward  has 
come  to  be  recognized;  the  duty  and  interest  of  the  city,  also,  to  secure 
direct  lines  of  common  travel  with  all  parts  of  the  great  tributary 
country  beyond  its  borders  on  the  south.  In  that  case  it  is  most  likely 
that  the  first  step  toward  a  rationally  comprehensive  system  of  improve- 
ment for  the  southern  part  of  the  city  would  be  to  build  a  single  viaduct 
carried  in  a  straight  line  over  all  the  railways.  One  end  of  it  would  be 
at  a  point  where  existing  streets  would  be  found  conveniently  diverging 
to  all  parts  of  the  city.  From  the  other  end,  lines  would  be  laid  down 
for  broad  avenues  in  several  directions,  so  that,  eventually,  without 
excessive  indirectness,  branches  from  them  would  really  come  to  every 
man's  door,  and  all  the  country  beyond  be  made  conveniently  accessible. 
One  of  these  radiating  avenues  would  certainly  lead  straight  to  any 
large  park  that  had  in  the  meantime  been  formed  in  that  quarter.  The 
viaduct  would  be  broad  enough  to  be  divided  into  several  ways,  one 
suitable  to  heavy  and  slow  traffic,  one  for  pleasure  carriages  and  light 
traffic,  one  for  street  cars,  and  one  or  more  for  footmen.  The  problem, 
in  an  administrative  point  of  view,  would  be  analogous  to  that  which 
leads  the  City  of  New  York  to  build  bridges,  causeways,  and  viaducts 
over  the  Harlem  River  and  marshes,  some  of  which  pass  over  the  rail- 
ways also. 

But  suppose  that  before  the  necessary  preliminaries  to  such  a  viaduct 
shall  have  been  determined,  devious  roads  have  been  made  upon  routes 
such  as  were  advocated  at  the  meeting  of  your  Board,  each  having  its 
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own  series  of  detached  viaducts  for  getting  over  the  railways,  as  the 
railways  now  stand.  Suppose  this,  and  it  will  be  evident  that  when  the 
time  shall  have  arrived  for  planning  a  system  of  roads  fitting  the  larger 
grand  trunk  viaduct,  the  difficulties  now  in  the  way  of  such  a  work  will 
have  been  enormously  increased. 

And  so,  whatever  comprehensive  and  broadly  economical  plan  shall 
be  finally  adopted,  until  it  is  known  what  it  is  to  be,  nothing  can  be  pro- 
posed with  a  purpose  of  mitigating  present  evils  that  will  not  be  likely 
to  have  the  effect  of  perpetuating  and  increasing  them. 

For  these  reasons,  I  submit  that  it  is  impracticable  to  determine  at 
present  upon  what  route  a  road  adapted  especially  to  pleasure  and  travel 
between  the  city  as  now  built  and  the  proposed  Park  site  can  be  judi- 
ciously laid  out. 

If  the  Board  should  adopt  this  conclusion  and  so  advise  the  Common 
Council,  it  may  be  within  its  province  to  represent  also  to  that  body  the 
urgent  occasion  that  exists  for  seeking  radical,  comprehensive  and  last- 
ing economical  expedients  for  meeting  the  wants  that  appear  to  have 
prompted  the  petition  of  the  citizens  of  the  Thirteenth  Ward. 

Respectfully, 

FREDERICK  LAW  OLMSTED, 

iMfidscape  Archittct. 
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PARK  COMMISSIONERS'  REPORT. 
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To  the  Honorable  the  COMMON  Council  of  the  City 
of  Buffalo : 

The  Park  Commissioners,  as  required  by  law,  here- 
with submit  their  Nineteenth  Annual  Report. 

The  amount  appropriated  by  your  Honorable  Body 
for  Park  purposes  in  1888  was  $97,350.  Receipts  from 
all  other  sources  have  been  $2,329  33,  making  a  total 
income  of  $99,679.33.  The  total  expenditures  amount 
to  $99,571.31.  An  abstract  of  all  receipts  and  expend- 
itures accompanies  this  report. 

The  new  improvements  made  during  the  year  have 
chiefly  been  confined  to  Bennett  Place  and  Masten 
Place.  The  ordinary  maintenance  work  has  not  dif- 
fered materially  from  that  of  former  years.  But  late  in 
the  year  extensive  repairs,  unexpected  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  season,  were  discovered  to  be  necessary  on 
two  important  structures  at  the  Park — the  waste  weir 
and  the  boat-house. 

At  the  overflow  of  the  dam  it  was  found  that  the 
force  of  the  waterfall  in  heavy  floods  had  undermined 
and  thrown  down  the  wing  walls.  It  had  also  impaired 
the  weir  itself  to  such  an  extent  that  all  the  water 
supply,  instead  of  flowing  over  the  dam,  was  escaping 


through  large  leaks  in  the  structure.  An  entire  re- 
construction on  a  more  durable  plan,  and  on  a  larger 
scale  than  before,  was  undertaken  and  prosecuted 
under  many  difficulties.  The  chief  of  these  were  the 
depth  at  which  the  foundation  masonry  had  to  be  laid, 
and  the  pressure  of  water  from  springs  below  and  the 
lake  above.  To  make  the  dam  thoroughly  water-tight 
it  was  necessary  that  the  wall  should  be  laid  on  a  dry 
and  firm  foundation  and  the  mason  work  be  built  with 
the  utmost  care.  The  cribwork,  masonry  and  ma- 
chinery of  the  weir  as  now  reconstructed  are  unusually 
water-tight,  massive  and  durable.  The  new  wing  walls 
connect  with  the  abutments  of  the  outlet  bridge,  both 
forming  virtually  one  structure. 

At  the  boat-house  the  framework  of  the  boat-haven 
was  found  to  be  so  rotten  that  the  broad  open  balcony, 
or  platform,  which  rested  on  it  was  deemed  unsafe 
should  a  large  crowd  gather  upon  it.  The  sides  were 
taken  down,  brick  walls  built  in  their  place,  and  the 
rest  of  the  structure  so  extensively  overhauled,  that 
the  whole  of  it  is  virtually  renewed:  An  iikiportant 
alteration  was  also  made  on  the  south  side  of  the  house 
to  prevent  further  damage  by  frost.  The  bridge  over 
the  lake  near  the  boat-house  should  have  been  rebuilt 
last  summer,  as  portions  of  the  foot-path  are  unsafe. 
As  the  amount  put  in  the  annual  estimates  for  this  work 
was  struck  out,  the  weakest  portions  were  fenced  o£f 
by  a  temporary  picket  railing. 

The  addition  made  the  previous  year  to  the  Park 
area  on  the  south  border  was  ready  for  public  use  at 


the  opening  of  the  season.  This  enlargement  of  the 
picnic  grounds,  and  the  attractive  features  developed 
in  the  improvement  and  embellishment  of  the  new 
section,  have  been  highly  appreciated  by  visitors.  In- 
stead of  loitering  in  the  vicinity  of  the  street-car  en- 
trance they  now  ramble  through  the  walks  of  the  new 
ground,  and  often  make  the  circuit  of  the  lake  along 
the  bordering  paths.  Thus  they  find  out  and  enjoy 
many  open  vistas  and  quiet  nooks  more  attractive  than 
any  on  the  beaten  tracks  where  large  crowds  assemble. 
A  wrought  iron  picket- fence  2,100  feet  long  has  been 
built  on  the  new  boundary  line  from  Lincoln  park-way 
to  Delaware  avenue. 

A  notable  advance  was  made  last  season  in  the 
street-car  service  to  the  Park.  No  transfer  charge  was 
made  on  the  Park  branch  of  the  Main  street  line,  and 
the  Niagara  and  Jersey  street  lines  were  both  extended 
to  the  Park  and  no  extra  fare  charged.  Next  year  the 
Jefferson  street  line  will  make  free  transfers  at  Cold 
Spring,  and  the  Elmwood  avenue  line,  which  is  now 
under  construction,  will  probably  be  opened.  With 
these  five  lines  carrying  through  passengers  for  a  five- 
cent  fare  the  people  in  all  sections  of  the  City  will 
have  cheap  and  convenient  conveyance  to  the  Park. 
Though  this  service  is  only  for  the  summer  and  dull 
months,  the  company  deserves  credit  for  this  rapid  ex- 
tension  of  its  lines. 

At  the  Parade  a  new  carriage  entrance  has  been 
made  at  Avenue  A,  and  the  partially-built  drive 
through   the   grove   has    been    closed.     A    short  cut 
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through  the  Parade  on  the  smooth  drives  is  so  tempt- 
ing to  all  persons  engaged  in  traffic  from  one  side  to 
the  other,  that  the  services  of  two  policemen  are  need- 
ed to  prevent  the  destruction  of  the  Parade  drives  by 
heavily  loaded  wagons.  Considerable  damage  is  now 
done  every  year  by  business  wagons  that  are  suffered 
to  pass  through,  as  a  public  convenience  in  wet 
weather,  when  the  outside  streets  are  nearly  impass- 
able. The  attention  of  your  Honorable  Body  is  called 
to  the  need  of  paving  these  streets. 

The  improvement  of  Masten  and  Bennett  Places  has 
been  prosecuted  during  the  year  in  general  accordance 
with  the  plans  published  in  our  last  annual  report.  A 
small  brick  building  with  water-closet,  lavatory  and 
other  conveniences  has  been  erected  on  each.  Both 
buildings  are  plain  and  solid,  and  especially  designed 
to  withstand  rough  usage.  The  building  at  Bennett 
Place,  being  in  the  midst  of  a  dense  population,  is 
made  twice  as  large  as  the  other,  is  well  adapted  to  its 
special  purpose,  and  is  a  fitting  ornament  to  the  place. 
The  grading  of  both  Places  is  practically  completed, 
and  both  will  probably  be  ready  for  use  by  the  first  of 
next  June.  The  work  at  the  west  end  of  Masten  Place 
has  been  delayed,  pending  the  proceedings  to  annex 
the  adjacent  cemetery  recently  begun  by  the  City. 

The  repair  of  the  Soldiers*  monument  on  Lafayette 
square  has  not  been  made  because  the  appropriation 
of  $3,000  was  deemed  insufficient.  Competitive  plans 
for  the  entire  reconstruction  of  the  base  have  been  sub- 
mitted by  several  architects,  and  are  now  under  con- 
sideration. 
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The  extensive  and  unforseen  repairs  which  were 
necessary  at  the  Park  dam  and  the  boat-house  were  so 
urgent  and  important  that  we  thought  it  wise  and 
proper  to  spend  here  the  $3,000  which  could  not  this 
year  be  expended  to  advantage  on  the  monument. 
The  settlement  of  the  base  still  continues  at  the  same 
ratio.  The  opening  joints  have  again  on  the  approach 
of  winter  been  temporarily  closed  with  cement. 

Litigation  is  still  pending  with  regard  to  the  awards 
for  a  portion  of  the  lands  taken  for  Park  purposes  op- 
posite the  Front.  A  decision  adverse  to  the  City  was 
rendered  by  the  General  Term  of  the  Superior  Court  last 
June.  After  consultation  with  the  Corporation  Coun- 
sel we  have  authorized  him  to  carry  the  case  to  the 
Court  of  Appeals.  Meantime  there  are  two  lots,  the 
owners  of  which  accepted  the  awards.  We  understand 
that  full  payment  has  not  yet  been  made  for  these.  We 
recommend  that  the  former  owners  be  paid  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  the  act  under  which  the 
lands  were  taken. 

During  the  past  two  years  the  general  Government 
has  rebuilt  on  a  new  plan  the  officers*  quarters,  the 
barracks  and  accessory  buildings  of  Fort  Porter.  This 
plan  virtually  adds  to  the  Front,  in  landscape  effect, 
nearly  one-half  the  area  of  the  Post.  The  stone  fort 
has  been  demolished,  and  the  stables  and  old  sheds  on 
the  point  of  the  bluff  will  be  removed  during  the  win- 
ter. 'The  drive  can  then  be  built  in  accordance  with 
the  plans  submitted  to  and  approved  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 
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The  retention  of  Fort  Porter  as  a  military  post 
and  the  reconstruction  of  the  barracks  and  other  build- 
ings are  largely  due  to  Gen.  P.  H.  Sheridan.  Previous 
to  his  succeeding  to  the  chief  command  his  prede- 
cessor, Gen.  Sherman  had  recommended  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  Post.  In  commemoration  of  his  action 
and  influence  in  retaining  the  Post  and  reconstructing 
the  quarters  we  have  named  this  drive  and  the  bold 
bluff  on  which  it  is  laid  out  **  Sheridan  Terrace."  The 
magnificent  prospect  obtained  from  this  Terrace  makes 
it  a  popular  promenade.  We  hope  the  name  will  be 
generally  known  and  used  and  the  Terrace  be  a  fitting 
memorial  of  Gen.  Sheridan  for  all  generations. 


PROPOSED  SOUTH   PARK. 

The  problem  of  locating  lands  suitable  for  one  or  more 
Parks  on  the  southerly  side  of  the  City  is  yet  unsolved, 
though  we  have  now  been  at  work  on  it  for  nearly  two 
years.  Mr.  Olmsted,  at  our  request,  made  a  thorough 
study  of  the  question,  and  in  October  submitted  an 
elaborate  plan,  together  with  an  exhaustive  report  ex- 
planatory  of  the  plan  and  of  the  reasons  which  had 
controlled  his  choice  of  a  site  and  of  the  approaches 
thereto.  This  report  and  plan  have  been  widely  cir- 
culated in  pamphlet  form,  and  also  fully  illustrated  and 
explained  in  the  leading  newspapers  of  the  City. . 

The  site  lies  on  each  side  of  the  City  line,  and  con- 
tains 85  acres  east   of   the  railroads,  for  a  rifle  range 
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and  winter  sports,  and  about  240  acres  of  Park  proper 
between  the  railroad  tracks  and  the  lake  shore.  It 
includes  all  the  high  land  near  the  lake  in  that  vicinity, 
to  which  his  attention  had  been  specially  invited. 

While  fully  realizing  the  merits  of  this  magnificent 
design,  and  acknowledging  the  full  force  of  the  argu- 
ments by  which  it  was  supported,  we  were  constrained 
to  reject  the  scheme  for  various  reasons,  which  still 
seem  to  us  conclusive.  The  chief  of  these  are  the 
great  cost  of  construction,  the  risk  of  frequent  damage 
by  storms  on  the  lake,  the  distance  of  the  site  from  the 
residence  section  of  the  Thirteenth  ward,  and  the  ex- 
tremely small  area  of  adjacent  property  high  enough 
for  buildings  to  be  built  upon  it.  The  many  attractive 
features  of  the  plan  touch  our  imagination  strongly, 
especially  the  sail  to  and  from  the  Park,  either  by  Lake 
Erie  or  the  proposed  Parkway  Canal,  the  smooth  bath- 
ing beach,  the  broad  outlook  upon  the  Lake,  the  dis- 
tinctive character  of  the  Water  Park  scenery,  and  the 
convenience  of  the  proposed  methods  of  navigation 
through  its  winding  channels.  But  the  realization  of 
these  is  impossible  except  at  a  cost  to  the  City  which 
we  cannot  recommend  your  Honorable  Body  to 
incur. 

Not  being  able  to  sanction  the  lake  shore  site,  we 
have  sought  for  one  or  more  inland  sites,  but  have  as 
yet  found  none  entirely  satisfactory.  We  append  here- 
to a  report  of  the  Superintendent,  descriptive  of  the 
special  features  and  general  adaptability  for  park  pur- 
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poses  of  three  other  localities.  Whether  any  of  these 
ought  to  be  selected  depends  largely  on  the  probable 
cost  of  the  land  and  on  the  public  sentiment,  which  a 
full  discussion  of  the  question  may  elicit. .  It  is  un- 
fortunate that  the  arguments  heretofore  submitted  for 
or  against  any  locality  have  chiefly  come  from  interested 
property  owners.  If  the  Park  to  be  established  is  to  be 
a  small  one  for  neighborhood  use  only,  then  the  local 
feeling  may  properly  be  heeded.  But  if  a  Park  is 
wanted  for  general  use  by  all  citizens,  it  must  be 
cheaply  and  conveniently  accessable  from  all  sections 
of  the  City,  must  have  sufficient  area  and  variety  of 
features  to  make  it  attractive  and  enjoyable  to  all;  and 
the  general  demand  for  it  must  be  unmistakable. 

No  site  will  be  chosen  until  we  receive  authoritative 
assurance  in  advance  from  the  land  owners  that  it  can 
be  appraised  at  its  fair  market  value.  For  this  reason 
we  have  publicly  invited  the  owners  of  the  several  sites 
above  indicated,  and  any  others  who  may  fancy  their 
lands  are  suitable  for  the  purpose,  to  submit  to  the 
Board  the  lowest  price  they  are  willing  to  accept,  and 
give  a  guarantee  that  no  higher  will  be  claimed  before 
the  Commissioners  of  Appraisal. 

Some  public  impatience  at  the  long  delay  is  evident 
and  natural.  Due  diligence  will  be  given  to  the  de- 
cision of  this  difficult  and  tedious  problem,  but  no 
hasty  action  will  be  taken,  and  no  final  decision  made 
until  we  can  be  fully  satisfied   that  a  majority  of  our 
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citizens  will  indorse  the  choice,  and  will  support  meas- 
ures to  raise  the  funds  necessary  to  establish  and  main- 
tain  the  Park. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SHERMAN  S.  JEWETT, 

President. 

PHILIP  BECKER, 
FRED  L.  DANFORTH, 
JACOB   BOLD, 
JOHN  C.  GRAVES, 
BRITAIN  HOLMES, 
WM.  HENGERER, 
JACOB  HASSELBECK, 
JAMES  MOONEY, 
JOHN  MAYER, 
MICHAEL  NELLANY, 
N.  W.  RANSOM, 
JAMES  A.  ROBERTS, 
B.  C.  RUMSEY, 
JAMES  R.  SMITH, 
LOUIS  ZITTEL. 

Buffalo,  January  21,  1889. 


POSSIBLE  SOUTH  PARK  SITES. 


To  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  : 

In  compliance  with  your  instructions  I  submit  a 
brief  report  on  possible  sites  in  the  southeasterly 
quarter  of  the  City  for  one  or  more  small  Parks  for 
local  use,  or  for  one  larger  ground  of  sufficient  area 
and  diversity  of  natural  features  to  make  it  suitable  for 
the   general  public. 

There  is  very  little  land  in  this  section  naturally 
adapted  for  a  public  pleasure  ground,  large  or  small. 
It  is  mainly  a  flat,  open  plain,  with  few  trees,  little  sur- 
face undulation  and  no  rock,  ridge,  dell,  ravine,  pond, 
hollow  or  other  prominent  natural  feature  to  lend  par- 
ticular interest  or  attraction  for  Park  purposes.  There 
are  two  prominent  knolls  in  the  southeastern  angle 
of  the  City  line,  neither  of  them  near  a  railroad,  and 
both  three  miles  from  the  nearest  settled  margin  of 
the  City.  There  are  two  small  groves,  one  near  the 
City  line  and  a  little  west  of  the  White's  Corners  road 
and  bordered  by  five  railroads.  The  other  is  near  Seneca 
street  and  the  Mineral  Spring  road,  and  quite  close  to 
the  Western  New  York  &  Pennsylvania  railroad.  The 
former  could  not  be  made  an  agreeable  picnic  resort, 
without  extensive  draining  and   land  filling  that  would 
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be  too  costly  for  a  small  ground,  and  would  also  de- 
stroy most  of  the  trees. 

The  grove  near  the  Mineral  Spring  road  is  also  wet, 
except  in  the  dryest  months  of  the  year,  and  an  ugly 
slough  divides  it  near  the  middle.  But  it  could  be 
easily  drained  at  moderate  expense  and  be  graded  to 
an  even  surface  without  much  damage  to  the  trees. 
Even  in  its  present  condition  it  has  evidently  consider- 
able value  as  a  picnic  resort,  having  for  some  years 
been  known  as  the  '*  Red  Jacket  Park,"  and. frequently 
visited  by  excursion  parties. 

An  attractive  local  park  could  be  made  here  at  little 
expense,  except  for  the  land  and  drainage.  The  wood 
has  an  area  of  nearly  ten  acres,  the  shade  is  deep,  most 
of  the  trees  are  in  good,  thrifty  condition,  and  some  of 
them  are  of  large  size.  There  is  also  a  number  of 
large  trees  in  an  adjacent  level  field  of  like  size.  The 
area  to  be  taken  might  range  from  twenty  to  sixty 
acres,  according  to  the  extent  of  open  play  green  and 
garden  ground  that  it  may  seem  desirable  to  combine 
with  the   grove. 

Besides  its  frontage  on  Seneca  street,  the  Mineral 
Spring  road,  and  the  railroad,  this  site  could  be  easily 
accessible  from  the  eastern  outskirt  of  the  City  by 
Ogden  street.  This  is  the  widest  thoroughfare  east  of 
Fillmore  avenue,  and  runs  from  Walden  evenue  nearly 
due  south  for  three  and  one-half  miles  to  the  Mineral 
Spring  road,  at  the  east  end  of  the  site.  An  iron 
bridge  on  the  line  of  this  street  was  built  last  summer 
across  Buffalo  creek,  and  the  new  street  will  be  opened 


i6 

throughout  next  year.  Extensive  improvements  arc 
in  progress  along  the  eastern  half  of  Seneca  street.  It 
will  soon  be  paved  from  Fillmore  avenue  to  the  Red 
Jacket  bridge  and  perhaps  farther.  A  street  railroad 
has  been  projected  from  Main  street  to  the  creek. 

Another  possible  site  for  a  local  Park  of  similar  size 
and  character  is  found  on  the  southwesterly  side  of  the 
Abbot  Corners  road,  opposite  a  tract  of  land  recently 
plotted  into  streets,  and  named  Cazenovia  Park.  This 
site  is  smoother  and  dryer  than  the  other,  and  there  is 
is  a  goodly  number  of  thrifty  trees  of  fair  size  and  fine 
form  scattered  over  it.  But  it  is  nearly  a  mile  from  any 
railroad  line,  and  two  miles  from  the  present  margin  of 
the  City's  growth.  It  would  therefore  have  no  present 
value,  but  as  it  is  near  the  center  of  the  most  eHgible 
residence  quarter  of  the  Thirteenth  ward  it  might  be- 
come extremely  valuable  in  the  future.  With  this 
end  in  view  it  might  be  worth  securing  now,  in  order 
to  preserve  the  trees  on  it. 

The   grove   first    mentioned,     near  the   City  Hnc^ 
west  of  White's  Corners  road,   though  of  little  worth 
for  Park  purposes  by  itself,  because  the   ground  is 
so  low  and  marshy,  could  be  made  valuable  as  a  p^ 
of  a  large  Park  by  going  beyond  the  City  line  and  add- 
ing nearly  all  of  the  adjacent   land  between  it  and  the 
Ridge  road.     This   would   embrace  an  area  of  about 
275  acres.     The  topographical  features  make  it  desir- 
able to  include   nearly  all  of  this,  or  none  at  all-    ^ 
twenty-acre  strip  might  be  left  out  about  350  feet  ^^"^ 
along  the  summit  of  the   ridge   from  White's  CaftJers 
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road  to  the  west  line  of  the  Howard  cemetery.  This 
would  exclude  all  the  occupied  portion  of  the  ceme- 
tery, a  private  burial  ground,  and  the  bu  ildings  and 
gardens  of  three  farmsteads,  the  purchase  of  which 
would  be  costly,  because  of  these  improvements. 

Through  the  centre  of  this  site  from  east  to  west 
there  is  a  gently  sloping,  irregular  depression,  draining 
into  a  crooked  runnel,  which  in  wet  weather  widens  at 
its  lower  end,  and  this  portion  of  the  swale  becomes 
a  broad  water-covered  swamp.  A  body  of  water 
seventy-five  acres  in  area,  of  a  pleasing  variety  of  aspect 
and  outline  could  readily  be  formed  in  this  basin.  It 
would  stretch  from  White's  Corners  road  to  the  Marilla 
street  crossing  of  the  railroads,  a  distance  of  i,6oo  feet. 
It  would  have  the  character  of  a  crooked  slack-water 
brook  in  its  upper  reaches,  and  open  into  a  broad,  ir- 
regular expanse  in  its  lower  course. 

The  land  slopes  gently  up  from  the  runnel  on  either 
side  with  a  gradually  increasing  steepness  on  the  south 
side,  until  the  summit  of  the  ridge  is  reached  at  a 
height  of  about  fifty  feet  above  the  runnel.  On  the 
City  side  of  the  line  the  soil  is  thin  and  poor,  only  a 
few  acres  are  arable,  and  as  a  whole  it  has  less  pro- 
ductive value  in  its  present  condition  than  any  other 
equal  area  within  the  City  limits.  On  the  West  Seneca 
side  nearly  the  whole  area  is  arable,  and  the  soil  is 
much  better,  especially  towards  the  eastern  side. 

Several  play-grounds  with  ample  stretches  of  nearly 
level  greensward  could  be  formed  in  various  sections  of 
the  site.     The   dryer  portions  of  the  grove  and  two 


i8 

other  clumps  of  wood  would  afford  shady  picnic 
quarters  until  new  plantations  grow  up.  A  drive  bor- 
dering the  water  and  skirting  the  ridge  would  be  from 
two  to  three  miles  long,  and  would  give  to  visitors  in 
vehicles  a  fair  view  of  all  parts  of  the  ground.  From 
the  summit  of  the  ridge  a  commanding  prospect  would 
be  obtained  with  Lake  Erie  and  the  whole  southerly 
front  of  the  Cit}'  in  full  view.  The  area  for  boat  row- 
ing and  skating  would  be  a  third  larger  than  at  the 
North  Park.  The  water  supply  would  be  sufficent  in 
winter,  but  in  summer  the  lake  would  have  to  be  fed 
by  a  tile  pipe  line  from  Cazenovia  creek. 

The  accessibility  by  rail  is  remarkably  good,  as  the 
immediate  proximity  of  five  rival  lines  would  insure 
a  cheap  fare  and  frequent  trains.  For  road  vehicles 
the  distance  from  the  City  Hall  would  be  about  five 
miles,  about  half  of  it  north  of  the  Abbott's  road 
bridge  and  half  of  it  south.  North  of  the  creek  the 
difficulties,  dangers  and  discomforts  of  the  zigzag  route 
over  narrow  and  roughly  paved  streets,  crossing  so 
many  railroads  at  grade,  and  the  long  monotonous 
stretch  south  of  the  bridge  will  make  the  number  of 
South  Park  visitors  in  road  vehicles  so  very  few  that  a 
distinctive  parkway  for  their  special  accommodation  is 
not  an  urgent  necessity.  If,  however,  a  parkway 
should  be  provided,  the  White's  Corners  road,  though 
the  longest,  would  probably  be  the  most  preferable 
route,  because  its  improvements  would  be  the  easiest 
and  give  the  greatest  immediate  local  benefit.  !*> 
however,  the  property-owners  on  either  Hopkins  street 
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or  Abbey  street  wish  to  widen  their  street  sufficiently 
to  give  it  a  more  parkway  character  than  an  ordinary 
six-rod  street,  then  that  route  should  be  selected  which 
would  in  the  end  furnish  the  shortest  route,  and  the 
widest  and  best  embellished  parkway. 

If  either  Abbey  or  Hopkins  street  be  chosen  there 
would  be  little  or  no  general  traffic  over  the  road,  and 
the  Park  travel  would  be  confined  to  the  season  of  the 
year  when  the  weather  is  dry  and  mild.  A  dirt  road 
might  thus  be  sufficient  for  many  years,  and  the  cost 
of  a  paved  roadway  be  deferred  accordingly.  The 
principal  Park  entrance  can  be  placed  at  the  head  of 
whichever  of  these  three  streets  may  be  selected  for 
the  parkway.  If  on  Abbey  street  the  distance  from 
the  bridge  would  be  10,000  feet,  on  Hopkins  street 
11,500  feet,  and  on  the  White's  Corners  road  15,000 
feet. 

Compared  with  the  lake  shore  site,  this  inland  one 
would  have  some  notable  advantages  and  disadvan- 
tages. About  an  equal  proportion  of  each  is  outside 
the  City  limits,  but  if  these  limits  were  extended,  the 
inland  site  is  nearer  the  most  eligible  residence  section  of 
the  ward,  and  Park  construction  would  increase  the  tax- 
able valuation  over  a  much  larger  adjacent  area.  There 
would  be  little  difference  in  the  price  of  the  land;  and 
the  cost  of  the  water  supply,  lake  excavation,  road  and 
walk  construction,  and  general  grading,  planting  and 
furnishing  would  be  nearly  the  same.  B^|t  the  inland 
lake  would  not  require  any  water-tight  embankment, 
and  of  course  the  cost  of  pier,  haven    and  shore  break- 
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water  would  be  ^civoided.     This  would  probably  make 
the  cost  of  construction  about  one-fourth  less. 

On  the  other  hand  this  site  being  a  mile  inland  will 
have  no  lake  frontage  nor  water  approach,  no  superior 
boating  equipment  nor  distinctive  landscape  features. 
Instead  of  having  a  distinctive  character  of  its  own,  its 
landscape  will  be  a  weak  imitation  of  the  North  Park, 
so  inferior  to  it  in  many  respects  as  to  provoke  odious 
comparisons.-  It  will  also  have  the  other  serious  dis- 
advantage that  being  on  the  leeward  side  of  four 
railroads,  trains  will  be  passing  in  quick  succession,  and 
each  will  float  a  dense  cloud  of  smoke  across  the  Park, 
which  will  be  especially  annoying  to  summer  visitors  in 
light  dresses. 

I  submit  a  plan  of  the  Thirteenth  ward  showing  the 
location  of  the  three  sites  above  mentioned,  and  also  a 
topographical  map  of  the  large  site  on  the  City  line, 
with  contour  lines  a  foot  apart,  and  an  outline  sketch 
of  the  proposed  lake,  drives,  picnic  grounds  and  play 
greens. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WM.  McMillan. 

Buffalo,  December  5  th.  1888. 
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•     The  Park.  January  7th,  1889. 

To  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners: 

I  respectfully  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1888. 

THE  PARK. 

During  January  and  February  the  usual  area  of  the 
ice  in  the  Park  lake  in  the  vicinity  of  the  boat-house 
was  kept  clear  of  snow.  The  winter  sport  of  skating 
was  practiced  more  largely  than  for  several  previous 
seasons,  but  there  was  no  large  crowd  at  any  time. 
Alternate  snows  and  thaws  kept  the  ice  in  unfit  con- 
dition except  on  the  portion  specially  prepared  for 
skating.  The  winter  use  of  the  Park  for  driving  in- 
creases yearly,  especially  whenever  the  sleighing  is 
good. 

While  the  ground  was  frozen  and  covered  with  snow 
the  central  portion  of  the  meadow  Park  was  top- 
dressed  with  1,250  loads  of  manure.  This  was  chiefly 
obtained  from  farmers,  dairymen,  and  garden-truck 
growers  in  the  vicinity.  The  ice  on  the  lake  being 
strong  enough  to  bear  heavy  loads,  the  opportunity 
was  improved  to  widen   the  beach  walk   on  the  north 
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margin  of  the  picnic  grounds.  Two  hundred  and  fifty 
loads  of  stone  chips  and  fifty  loads  of  gravel  were  used 
in  this  work. 

In  March  and  April  the  usual  pruning  and  trimming 
of  young  trees  and  shrubs  was  done.  Along  the  east 
boundary  of  the  Water  Park  an  extensive  thinning  out 
was  necessary.  Here  the  soil  being  chiefly  a  rich 
muck  for  a  depth  of  several  feet,  the  growth  of  the 
plants  has  been  exceedingly  strong.  Many  evergreen 
trees  had  been  planted  to  screen  the  adjacent  boundary 
street  and  the  cemetery  behind  it.  Wherever  these 
were  coming  into  close  contact  with  each  other  the 
less  valuable  trees  were  cut  down  to  prevent  permanent 
damage  to  the  others. 

In  May,  the  new  addition  of  twelve  acres  on  the 
south  boundary  of  the  Park  was  planted  with  stock- 
specially  prepared  for  the  purpose  by  several  years' 
cultivation  in  the  Park  nursery.  The  clay  sub-soil  of 
the  nursery  being  ill-fitted  for  the  propagation  of 
scions  and  seedlings,  four  hundred  loads  of  sandy  loam 
and  seventy-five  loads  of  barnyard  manure  were  spread 
over  it.  The  ground  was  then  ploughed  deeply,  and 
thoroughly  tilled,  and  2,500  young  trees  and  shrubs 
from  Rochester  Nurseries  were  set  out  for  future  use 
in  the  Parks.  • 

In  the  new  grounds  the  deep  filling  behind  the  abut- 
ments of  the  stone  viaduct  across  the  dell  settled  much 
during  the  winter.  Several  hundred  loads  of  loam 
from  Masten  Place  were  used  in  filling  up  the  slopes 
here  and  at  some  other  points  along  the  dell.  As  soon  as 
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planted  all  the  bare  surface  of  the  new  section  was  sown 
with  grass  seed  ;  and  with  slight  exceptions  the  whole 
area  of  this  new  section  presented  a  fresh  and  close 
greensward  at  the  opening  of  the  summer  season. 

To  fit  the  new  walks  for  immediate  use  the  sharp 
gravel  was  dressed  with  sandy  loam,  and  all  the  older 
paths  encircling  the  lake  were  similarly  treated  wher- 
ever the  surface  was  gritty.  The  varied  attractions  of 
the  new  grounds,  together  with  the  fine  condition  of 
the  paths,  induced  a  much  larger  dispersion  of  pedes- 
trians than  formerly,  thus  materially  relieving  the 
older  picnic  grounds  from  their  crowded  condition. 
The  prominence  of  the  new  foot-path  entrance  at  the 
junction  of  Delaware  and  Forest  avenues  has  also 
helped  this  general  dispersion,  many  having  learned 
that  this  entrance  is  equally  near  to  the  Main  street 
cars,  and  leads  the  visitor  at  once  to  the  most  attractive 
portion  of  the  grounds.  The  walks  along  the  south 
and  east  bays  and  on  the  north  bank  of  the  lake  afford 
sonie  charming  views,  but  heretofore  this  interesting 
ramble  has  been  very  little  used. 

Early  in  July  the  Forest  avenue  extension  of  the 
Niagarsr  street  car  line  was  opened  to  the  Park  and  was 
at  once  largely  patronized.  In  September  the  Baynes 
street  extension  of  the  Jersey  street  line  was  also 
opened  and  the  cars  ran  to  the  street  car  entrance  of 
the  Park.  The  Jefferson  street  line  was  opened  about 
the  same  time  to  the  car  barns  at  Cold  Spring,  and  pas- 
sengers to  the  Park  from  the  east  side  of  the  city  can 
now  be  transferred  to  the  Main  street  Park  line  with- 
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out  extra  charge.  On  this  line  there  was  no  transfer 
charge  last  season,  and  each  of  the  three  new  lines 
charges  only  a  five  cent  fare  through  to  the  Park. 
While  the  fare  has  thus  been  reduced  nearly  one-half 
the  number  of  lines  has  quadrupled.  The  street  car 
service  to  the  Park  during  the  summer  season  is  now 
remarkably  cheap  and  convenient.  The  Elmwood 
avenue  route,  which  is  now  being  built,  will  be  opened 
next  season,  and  the  Park  will  be  accessible  by  a  com- 
paratively direct  street  car  route  from  every  quarter  of 
the  city  for  one  fare. 

During  the  summer  months  no  work  was  done  on  the 
Park  except  that  incidental  to  the  usual  maintenance 
of  the  grounds.  All  the  open  lawns  and  glades  were 
kept  closely  mown,  except  the  large  meadow  which  was 
used  as  a  sheep  pasture,  as  in  the  previous  year.  A 
light  crop  of  hay  was  secured  from  the  portions  on  the 
planted  borders  of  the  meadow  beyond  the  ordinary 
range  of  the  flock.  This  will  b6  sufficient  for  the  win- 
ter fodder  of  the  sheep,  and  for  the  yearly  consump- 
tion of  the  Park  horses.  The  number  of  sheep  bought 
with  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  former  flock  was 
eighty- five,  and  the  present  number  is  120. 

In  the  fall  an  entire  reconstruction  of  the  waste  weir 
of  the  Park  dam  was  made.  The  weir  was  fifty-two 
feet  wide  and  the  fall  varied  from  four  to  six  feet, 
according  to  the  relative  levels  of  the  Park  lake  and 
harbor.  During  heavy  floods  the  volume  of  water 
passing  over  the  weir  was  about  six  feet  deep.  The 
swirl  of  this  strong  current  below  the  fall  had  under- 
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mined  and  carried  away  the  wing  walls  and  weakened 
the  foundation  of  the  weir,  which  already  showed 
serious  leaks  at  several  points. 

Two  coffer-dams  were  built,  one  to  turn  the  lake 
overflow  into  the  creek  by  a  temporary  channel,  the 
other  to  shut  off  the  creek  from  the  Park  pool  below 
the  dam.  On  the  margin  of  this  pool  near  the  asylum 
fence  a  duplex  steam  engine  and  two  centrifugal  pumps 
were  set  up.  When  the  water  was  pumped  out  inside 
these  coffer-dams  it  was  found  that  along  the  edge  of 
the  wooden  apron  at  the  foot  of  the  fall  a  large  hole,  60 
feet  wide  by  10  feet  deep  in  the  center,  had  been  exca- 
vated in  the  gravelly  subsoil.  In  the  bottom  of  this 
pit  a  large  spring  had  burst  out  nearly  equal  to  the 
capacity  of  a  six  inch  pump.  This  made  constant 
pumping  necessary  during  the  six  weeks  that  the  work 
was  in  progress. 

The  weir  was  lengthened  12  feet  and  the  old  portion 
was  made  water  tight.  In  the  new  part  a  20  inch  water 
pipe  with  valve  was  built,  at  a  level  low  enough  to 
drain  the  Park  lake  if  necessary.  The  wing  walls  were 
entirely  rebuilt  on  new  lines  with  deeper  and  broader 
foundations.  The  length  of  each  wall  is  about  40  feet 
the  average  thickness  4  feet,  and  the  depth  from  coping 
to  foundation  14  feet.  The  masonry  is  all  of  heavy 
blocks  of  limestone  from  the  Park  quarry,  correspond- 
ing in  plan  and  finish  with  the  abutments  of  the  outlet 
bridge,  of  which  it  virtually  forms  a  part. 

While  this  work  was  in  progress  the  bottom  of  the 
lower  pool  was  excavated  about  two  feet  deeper  so  as 
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to  give  a  uniform  depth  of  six  feet  at  the  ordinary  har- 
bor level.  As  the  channel  of  the  creek  from  the  Park 
line  to  Black  Rock  harbor  is  nowhere  less  than  six  feet, 
boats  of  that  draft  can  now  enter  the  Park  should  this 
water  route  at  any  time  be  opened.  To  fill  up  the 
above  pot-shaped  hole  275  loads  of  large  stones  were 
hauled  from  the  quarry  and  rolled  in  promiscuously 
like  an  ordinary  riprap  breakwater.  To  complete  the 
improvements  at  this  point  new  gates  and  new  hoisting 
machinery  were  placed  in  the  weir.  Lifting  the  gates 
prevents  the  water  from  rising  in  the  Park  lake  during 
floods  in  the  creek  and  lowers  the  lake  level  two  feet  nine 
inches  during  the  winter  season. 

Late  in  the  fall  extensive  repairs  were  made  on  the 
boat  house.  The  outer  flight  of  stone  steps  and  the 
flag  stone  walk  over  the  water  closets  had  been  opened 
by  frosts  and  water  dripped  through  the  brick  arches  of 
the  closets.  The  stone  work  was  relaid  and  this  por- 
tion of  the  building  roofed  in  so  as  to  form  a  part  of 
the  main  structure.  On  the  opposite  end  of  the  house 
the  broad  balcony  leaked  badly  and  the  wood  work  of 
the  boat  haven  underneath  was  becoming  so  rotten  as 
to  be  unsafe.  The  whole  frame  work  was  rebuilt,  the 
sidewalks  being  built  of  brick.  Several  of  the  truss 
girders  were  also  renewed  and  new  flooring  and  bal- 
cony rail  laid.  The  whole  exterior  of  the  building  was 
also  given  two  coats  of  paint. 

On  the  new  boundary  line  of  the  Park  from  Lincoln 
Parkway  to  Delaware  avenue  a  wrought  iron  picket 
fence  five  feet  high  has  been  constructed.     There  are 
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two  gates  for  pedestrians  each  twelve  feet  wide — one 
near  Delaware  avenue  and  the  other  at  the  terminus  of 
the  street  railroads.  There  is  also  a  gate  of  8  feet  at 
the  head  of  a  new  street,  and  two  private  gates  to  the 
house  and  barn  of  the  assistant  superintendent.  As  the 
whole  of  the  post  and  board  fence  on  the  north  and 
east  line  of  the  Park  is  much  decayed,  a  certain  portion 
might  be  replaced  from  year  to  year  with  an  iron 
picket  fence  similar  to  the  above  till  the  whole  is 
enclosed. 

The  wooden  bridge  near  the  boat  house  will  soon  be 
unsafe  for  vehicles.  Portions  of  each  foot  path  were  so 
rotten  last  spring  that  it  was  necessary  to  construct  a 
low  temporary  picket  rail  on  each  side  to  shut  people 
off  from  the  outer  half  of  the  footpaths. 

THE  PARADE  AND   HUMBOLDT  PARKWAY. 

At  the  Parade  a  new  carriage  entrance  was  opened 
at  the  head  of  Avenue  *'A".  The  new  branch  from  the 
main  drive  at  this  point  is  about  250  feet  long  by  40 
feet  wide.  It  is  constructed  like  thfc  main  drive  with  a 
substructure  of  large  stone  well  packed  and  rolled, 
averaging  12  inches  in  depth.  On  top  of  this  is 
placed  six  inches  of  finely  broken  stone  and  three 
inches  of  gravel.  Most  of  the  stone  used  was  obtained 
from  a  partially  constructed  part  of  the  picnic  grove 
branch,  which  has  now  been  closed,  filled  in  with  soil 
and  sown  to  grass. 

There  is  a  large  amount  of  business  traflic  constantly 
crossing  the  Parade  both  by  Avenue  "A"  and   Hum- 
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boldt  Parkway.  Though  most  of  this  is  contrary  to  the 
letter  of  the  Park  ordinances  the  short  cut  is  such  a 
public  convenience,  so  long  as  the  streets  around  each 
end  of  the  Parade  are  unpaved  and  in  wet  weather 
almost  impassable,  that  a  strict  enforcement  of  the 
rules  would  often  seem  very  unjust  to  the  public.  For 
this  reason  only  heavy  traffic  is  strictly  shut  off  and 
there  is  constant  friction  on  the  ill  defined  line  of  what 
may  and  what  may  not  pass  through.  In  wet  weather 
the  amount  of  general  traffic  now  crossing  does  serious 
damage  to  the  drives.  To  remedy  this,  at  least  in  part, 
it  is  important  that  both  East  and  West  Parade  ave- 
nues should  be  paved  and  also  the  west  road  of  Hum- 
boldt Parkway.  Since  the  paving  of  Utica  street  from 
Jefferson  street  to  the  Parkway  last  summer  the  travel 
through  this  part  of  the  Parkway  has  largely  increased 
and  the  clay  bed  of  the  road  becomes  in  wet  weather 
an  impassable  mire.  Where  there  is  so  much  traffic  a 
macadam  road  is  not  durable.  Last  year  the  necessary 
repairs  of  the  macadamized  portions  of  this  Parkway 
required  nearly  i,cxx)  loads  of  stone  chips  and  gravel. 
The  like  repairs  on  the  short  macadam  portions  of  Fill- 
more avenue  between  the  Parade  and  Genesee  street 
were  proportionately  expensive. 

The  paving  of  Genesee  street  last  summer  made  it 
necessary  to  grade  the  two  public  triangles  near  the 
intersection  of  Genesee  and  Best  streets.  New  plank 
walks  were  then  laid  on  the  sidewalk  borders  of  each 
plot.  The  walks  bounding  the  Parade  on  East,  North, 
and  West  Parade  avenues  being  badly  rotted  were  also 
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renewed.     The  total  lengths  of  these  several  walks  is 
4,250  feet. 

Extensive  repairs  of  the  boundary  fence  were  neces- 
sary. In  the  vicinity  of  the  picnic  grove  the  post  and 
rail  fence  affords  no  protection.  There  are  several 
popular  outside  resorts  near  by  and  unruly  persons  are 
continually  jumping  over  and  breaking  down  the  fence. 
No  seclusion  can  be  obtained  by  quiet  visitors  to  the 
grove,  nor  desirable  security  to  their  children,  until  the 
whole  section  of  the  grounds  from  Avenue  A  to  Fill- 
more avenue  be  enclosed  with  a  substantial  iron  picket 
fence.  In  the  fall  the  tar  and  gravel  roof  of  the  rear 
veranda  of  the  Parade  house  having  become  very  leaky 
it  was  all  stripped  off  and  a  new  roof  laid  of  similar 
character. 

MASTEN  PLACE. 

The  improvement  of  this  place  it  now  well  advanced. 
On  the  highest  part  of  the  ground,  at  the  point  shown 
on  the  map  published  with  last  year's  report,  a  small, 
plain,  brick  structure  has  been  built  for  the  convenience 
of  the  people  using  the  ground.  It  is  thirty-two  feet 
long  by  sixteen  feet  wide  with  a  veranda  ten  feet  wide 
on  the  west  side.  There  are  three  small  rooms,  a 
water  closet  room  for  each  sex  and  a  tool  room.  Over 
head  is  a  storage  room  for  the  winter  keep  of  the 
benches  and  other  furniture  of  the  place  in  summer. 

In  completing  the  grading  of  the  grounds  about 
2,000  cubic  yards  of  sandy  loam  were  hauled  to  the  lots 
opposite   the  Front,  500  loads  to   the  Park  and  500 
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loads  to  the  Parade  and  Humboldt  Parkway.  About 
I, OCX)  loads  of  sand  were  also  obtained,  suitable  for 
bedding  the  flagstone  walks  of  this  place,  of  Prospect 
Place  and  of  Bennett  Place.  Flag  walks  6  feet  wide 
have  been  laid  on  the  Best,  Masten,  and  North  street 
sides  of  the  Place,  and  diagonal  walks  lo  feet  wide  have 
been  laid  from  each  corner  or  street  opening,  both 
series  making  a  total  area  of  about  26,000  square  feet. 
The  walk  planned  for  the  west  end  of  the  Place  has  not 
been  laid,  as  its  location  is  uncertain  until  it  be  known 
whether  the  old  cemetery,  38  feet  wide  at  this  end,  can 
be  added  to  the  Place.  The  grounds  have  been  sown 
with  grass  seed  but  the  planting  has  been  left  until 
next  spring.  The  character  of  the  planting  will  depend 
largely  on  whether  or  not  the  Place  shall  be  enclosed. 
If  it  is  to  be  left  open  no  shrubbery  can  be  used  in  its 
embellishment. 

BENNETT  PLACE. 

The  plan  adopted  for  this  Place  is  now  definitely 
fixed  on  the  ground,  but  owing  to  numerous  delays  in 
the  erection  of  the  public  building  no  part  of  the  gar- 
den or  ground  work  has  been  finished.  The  structure 
is  of  brick  with  stone  trimmings  and  flagstone  floors. 
The  outer  foundation  walls  measure  42  feet  by  5 1  feet. 
Half  of  this  area  on  the  south  side  is  a  covered  plat- 
form or  veranda ;  the  other  half  is  provided  with  clos- 
ets for  each  sex,  waiting  room  and  tool  room.  The 
storage  room  overhead  is  the  full  size  of  the  founda- 
tion.    On  the  north  side  of  the  building  all  the  space 
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is  stoned  and  gravelled  to  give  free*  scope  to  the  chil- 
dren in  romping  and  racing  sports.  The  other  portion 
of  the  ground  is  laid  out  with  a  central  lawn  encircled 
by  a  winding  flagstone  walk  and  outer  borders  to  be 
planted  lyith  shrubbery.  .The  stones  for  the  walk  are 
on  the  ground  but  have  not  yet  been  laid  in  place.  The 
large  amount  of  filling  necessary  to  raise  the  ground  to 
a  proper  grade  has  involved  the  destruction  of  most  of 
the  trees,  especially  on  the  north  side.  A  stone  walk 
five  f^et  wide  has  been  laid  in  the  outer  lane  on  the 
east  side. 

THE  TERRACE,  PROSPECT  PLACE  AND  THE  CIRCLE. 

As  soon  as  the  ground  was  dry  enough  to  work  in 
the  spring,  the  two  plots  on  the  Terrace  were  dressed 
with  ICO  loads  of  street  dirt.  The  ground  was  then 
well  tilled,  smoothed  on  the  surface  and  sown  with 
grass  seed.  The  grass  was  regularly  mowed  during  the 
season.  The  enclosing  fence,  though  simple  and  rude, 
has  served  to  prevent  general  tresspassing  on  or  across 
the  plots,  and  so  the  general  aspect  of  the  grounds 
during  the  summer  has  been  quite  pleasing. 

On  Prospect  Place  the  old  gravel  path  crossing  from 
the  corner  of  each  square  were  graded  and  relaid  with 
stone  flagging  six  feet  wide.  During  the  continuous  wet 
weather  of  the  last  three  months  of  the  year  these  stone 
walks  have  been  a  great  convenience  to  the  large  num- 
bers who  daily  cross  this  place.  These  four  diagonal 
walks  are  each  about  700  feet  long.     Seven  small  tri- 
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angles  in  different  parts  of  the  city  have  been  more  or 
less  improved. 

At  the  Circle  the  abutting  property  owners  have  laid 
a  6  foot  stone  walk  around  the  borders  from  Porter 
avenue  to  Richmond  avenue,  North  street  and  Wads- 
worth  street.  As  there  are  no  stone  crosswalks  at  the 
broad  intersections  of  the  roadways  the  crossings  here 
are  very  slimy  in  wet  weather.  Because  of  the  rounded 
angles  at  the  junction  of  these  streets  stone  crosswalks 
would  be  very  long  and  seem  awkwardly  placed. .  They 
would  also  be  objectionable  to  persons  in  vehicles  as 
there  is  always  an  unpleasant  jolt  at  each  edge  of  every 
stone  crossing  now  on  Porter  avenue,  because  the 
wheels  abrade  and  pick  up  the  gravel  surface.  As  an 
asphalt  pavement  can  be  laid  here  without  any  other 
base  than  the  present  macadam  foundation,  the  best 
remedy  for  the  mud  and  dust  of  the  Circle  and  of  Por- 
ter avenue  is  to  surface  both  with  asphalt.  The  road- 
way surface  of  the  west  half  of  Porter  avenue  is  so 
worn  down  and  uneven  that  some  permanent  recon- 
struction is  necessary.  The  line  of  the  street  car  track 
at  the  Junction  of  Wadsworth  and  Pennsylvania 
streets  should  be  changed  so  as  to  separate  it  from  the 
footpath  in  accordance  with  the  alternate  plan  agreed 
to  by  the  Company  in  the  original  contract. 
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THE  FRONT  AND  FORT  PORTER. 

At  the  Front  the  only  special  work  done  was  the 
filling  in  and  grading  of  the  new  lot  west  of  the  canal 
and  south  of  Porter  avenue.  A  further  dressing  of  good 
soil  is  needed  before  a  good  sward  of  grass  can  be  ob- 
tained. The  gravel  used  in  the  walks  and  play  grounds 
of  Bennett  Place  was  taken  from  the  beach  back  of  the 
ice  house. 

The  Government  has  built  a  powder  magazine,  sta- 
bles and  storehouses  in  the  old  quarry  bed  below  the 
bluff.  When  these  are  occupied  the  old  frame  sheds  on 
the  line  of  the  drive  through  Fort  Porter  will  be  torn 
down.  The  drive  can  then  be  located  at  this  point, 
according  to  the  intended  plan,  and  the  permanent 
construction  of  the  roadway  made  from  the  Terrace  of 
the  Front  to  the  Bank  at  Massachusetts  street.  The 
recent  demolition  of  the  stone  fort  and  ^he  removal  of 
the  old  barracks  will  permit  a  better  adaptation  of  the 
Fort  grounds  to  the  lines  and  levels  of  this  drive  and  to 
the  adjacent  boundary  line  of  the  Front. 

The  average  number  of  laborers,  teamsters  and 
mechanics  employed  daily  during  the  year  was  in  each 
month  as  follows:  In  January  35,  February  5,  March 
55,  April  90,  May  120,  June  130,  July  105,  August  108 
September  93,  October  70,  November  60,  December  15. 
The  police  force  of  seven  men  was  employed  the  whole 
year.  There  was  no  chauge  among  the  men  and  there 
has  been  no  trespass  worthy  of  special  notice. 
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In  December,  Stafford  Bros,  of  this  city,  made  a  do- 
nation of  40  quail  to  the  Park.  They  have  been  placed 
in  temporary  quarters  at  the  farmstead. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WM.  MCMILLAN, 
Superintendent. 
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Abstract  of  Reciipts  and  Expenditures. 

Receipts. 

Appropriated  by  Common  Council,  $85,350  00 
Transferred    to    Park    Fund    by 

Comptroller 12,000  00 

Balance  from  fund  of  1887,  $468  66 
Less   am't   drawn   Feb.  8, 

1888,  for  taxes 468  34  $32   97,350  32 

Received  for  rents $i>85o  00 

"  hay 201  00 

"  sheep,  wool,  etc ...  •        105  75 

'*  fowls 62  76 

"  trees  and  shrubs,. . .         7 1  00  * 

'<  sundry  small  sales. .         38  50 


Total  receipts 2,329  oi 

Expenditures, 

Labor,  ordinary  maintenance $19,220  58 

Teams 5,481  15 

Salaries 3,261  28 

Police 6,267  50 

Repairs  to  buildings,  etc 10,512  81 

"       "    road  and  walks 3,822  97 
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Tools  and  machinery $i»i73  oi 

Manure  and  fertilizers 872  50 

Trees,  plants  and  seeds 1,714  81 

Keeping  of  animals 628  44 

Insurance 662  50 

Office  Expenses 94  07 

Printing,  stationery,  etc 165  60 

Local  assessments 1 1,327  04 

Improvement    of    minor    squares 

and  places 19,116  74 

Improvement  of  Bennett  place. ...  10,168  66 

Iron  fence  around  Park  extension  3,867  45 

Surveys  and  plans 849  30 

Contingencies 364  90 

Total  expenditures 99»57i  31 

Balance 108  02 


EXPENDITURES  IN  DE  TAIL. 
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Warrant  No. 

4— City  of  Buffalo,  local  taxes  of  1887. . .  628 
I — David  Gray,  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 

pay  rolls  for  January 633 

I — David  Gray,  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 

pay  rolls  for  February 634 

8 — Becker  &  Wickser,  harness  repairing.  635 

8--F.  S.  Pease,  oil. *  636 

8 — The  Buffalo  Cement  Co.,  cement     . .  637 

8— C.  W.  Miller,  coach  hire 638 

8 — Weed  &  Co. ,  tools  and  implements. . .  639 

8 — Matthews  &  Northrup,  printincr 640 

8 — The  Courier  Co.,  daily  paper 641 

8 — Lockwood  &  Ough,  stationery 642 

8  —City  of  Buffalo,  local  taxes 643 

8 — David  Gray,  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 

disbursements  and  office  expenses..  645 

8 — Mrs.  Barbara  Bieler,  manure 646 

8 — Jacob  Noeler,  manure 647 

8 — G.  Strasser,  manure 648 

8 — Jos.  Bradsky,  manure 649 

8 — Henry  Linke,  manure. 650 

8 — August  Sanderman,  manure 651 

8 — John  Bielman,  manure 652 

8 — George  Goldman,  manure 653 

8 — Henry  Unbehaun,  manure 654 

8 — Chas.  Marshall,  manure 655 

8 — ^John  Blendinger,  manure 656 

8 — Peter  Grabenstatter,  manure 657 

8 — John  RoUand,  manure 658 

8 — Geo.  J.  Kager,  manure 659 

8 — Peter  Wilson,  manure 660 

8 — Thos.  Simpson,  manure 661 

8 — Thos.  Male,  manure 662 

8 — W.  H.  Barham,  manure 663 

8 — ^John  C.  Nicolai,  manure 664 

8 — Ernst  Becker,  manure 655 

8 — Martin  Ferrick,  manure 666 

8 — Henry  Stevens,  manure 667 

8^Lafayette  Hill,  manure 668 


Amouot. 
♦2,352.81 

1,035.39 

1,756.16 

6.10 

12.63 

81.60 

3.50 

5-45 
30.00 

3  56 

13-30 

173.03 

6.60 
12.00 
23.00 

5.50 
15.00 
11.50 
34.00 
10.00 

6.50 
19.00 
16.00 
95.00 
123.00 
38.00 
30.00 
73-O0 
16.50 
28.00 
13.50 

6.50 
23.50 
20.00 
34.00 

19.50 
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i883.  Wamat  No.       Aaoaiit, 

Feb'y     8 — Geo.  J.  Hoppoch,  manure 669  fi^-S^ 

8 — Augustus  Twitchell,  manure 670  13.00 

8 — Joseph  Casper,  manure 671  65.CO 

*<        8 — Tho8.  J.  Rogers,  drawing  topograpical 

map  (south  side) 673  260.00 

**        g — f  he  Courier  Co.,  printing  annual  re- 
port   673  60.00 

March    i — David  Gray,  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 

pay  rolls  for  February 674  1.035.42 

I — David  Gray,  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 

pay  rolls  of  March  i 675  453-43 

8 — Loegler  &  Ladd, repairs  of  implements.  676  4-5S 

8 — Jacob  Hess,  surveyors*  stakes 677  13.50 

8 — F.  T.  Coppins.  painting  signs 678  3^0 

8— Weed  &  Co.,  hardware 679  1.44 

8— S.  S.  Jewett  &  Co.,  stove,  etc 680  3>a5 

8 — C.  D.  Zimmermann,  feed  and  coal...  681  86.42 

8— City  of  Buffalo,  local  taxes 682  218.64 

8 — Wm.  McMillan,  traveling  expenses. . .  683  40*00 

8 — The  Courier  Co.,  advertising 684  2.85 

8 — Peter  GrabensUtter.  manure 685  18.00 

8 — Leonard  Weigand.  manure 686  6.00 

April      3 — Wm.    McMillan,   Secretary  pro  tem, 

pay  rolls  for  March 687  IJ36-35 

' '        4'City  of  Buffalo,  local  taxes 688  87.S5 

4 — Buffalo  Gas  Light  Co.,  gas  for  park 

police  station  689  4032 

4 — Bloomer  &  BuUard,  insurance  on  hay 

bam 690  3750 

4 — Buffalo  City    Water   Works,   moving 

hydrant,  etc 691  21.76 

"        4 — C.  D.  Zimmerman,  corn,  oats  and  feed  692  6.10 

"        4 — J.  N.  Matthews,  advertising 693  4-40 

"        4 — Buffalo  Cement  Co..  cement 694  1.60 

*'       16 — Wm.    McMillan,   Secretary  pro  tem, 

pay  rolls  of  April  14 695  1,267.72 

'*      30~Wm.    McMillan,   Secretary  pro  tem, 

pay  rolls  of  April  30 696  2,971-94 

May     14 — G.   H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  of  May  I3 697  2,332. 72 

*'      14 — Bloomer  &  BuUard,  insurance  on  Pa- 
rade House 698  60.00 
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1888, 

May      14 — Alex.  Martin,  agent,  insurance  on  Pa- 
rade House 

14 — Alex.  Martin,  agent,  insurance  on  Pa- 
rade House 

14 — Harvey  Bros. ,  grass  seed 

14 — Orange  W.  Clark,  grass  seed. ....... 

14 — C.D.Zimmerman,  oats,  corn  and  meal. 
14 — Ellwanger  &  Barry,  nursery  stock. . . . 

14 — Wm.  S.  Little,  nursery  stock 

14 — John  Charlton,  clematis  plants 

14 — Anthony  Wakrer,  rhododendron  plants 
14 — E.  A.  Snow,  fr't  ch'g's  on  plants.  . . . 
14 — Wm.    McMillan,   fr't  ch'g's  on  trees 

and  shrubs 

14 — Howard  Iron  Works,  iron  field  roller. 
i4^Thos.  J.  McQuade,  Plumbing  at  Lake 

View  House 

i47~Louis  Rupp,  manure 

14 — Leonard  Weigand,  manure 

14 — John  R.  Munroe,  picnic  bench  slats. . 
14 — Becker  &  Wickser,  harness  repairs. . . 

14 — C.  W.  Miller,  coach  hire 

14 — The  Courier  Co.,  daily,  Jan.  i,  1887, 

to  April  I,  1888 

14 — F.  T.  Coppins,  painting  fountains... 

14 — B.  M.  Watson,  shrubs 

28— G.   H.   Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  of  May  26 

31 — G.  H.   Selkirk,  Secretary  and   Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  of  May  31 

June      6 — Ransom  &  McDowell,  balance  due  on 

sheep 

6— Lockwood  &  Ough,  stationary 

6 — Ellwanger  &.  Barry,  plants 

6 — Niagara  Envelope  M'fy,  envelopes. . . 
6 — Smith,  Davis  &  Co.,  insurance  prem.. 

6 — ^Jas.  Elliott  &  Son,   awning 

6 — Goodyear  Rubber  Co.,  hose,  pipe,  etc. 
6 — Bell  Telephone  Co.,  rent  to  Nov.  15, 

6  months 

6— F.  S.  Pease,  oils  and  oiler 

6 — G.  H.  Jones'  Sons,  iron  gates,  Bennett 

Place 731  200.00 
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699 

$45  00 

700 

30.00 

701 

41.80 

702 

22.05 

703 

22.44 

704 

674.32 

705 

352.45 

706 

17.50 

707 

26.50 

708 

9.70 

709 

33.9S 

710 

36.00 

7" 

19.23 

712 

24.00 

713 

5.00 

714 

8.10 

715 

9.50 

716 

11.50 

717 

2.00 

718 

23.42 

719 

62.05 

720 

2,748.69 

721 

930.03 

722 

3.53 

723 

1. 10 

724 

10.75 

725 

13.00 

726 

90.00 

727 

12.00 

728 

121.75 

729 

25.00 

730 

2. 28 
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>888.  Warrant  No.       Anoont. 

June.       6 — Weed  &  Co.,  Hardware 732  $45.28 

6 — C.  D.  Zimmermaiip  com  and  oats. .  733  26.39 

6 — A.  A.  Justin,  repairs  to  sprinklers,  etc.  734  152.16 

6 — ^John  Lorenz,  oils  and  paints 735  65.81 

6 — E.  D.  Haskins,  horses 736  300.00 

6 — ^John  Miller,  gravel 737  400.00 

6 — S.  D.  Colie,  lumber 738  71.65 

6 — P.  Wilson,  manure 739  35.00 

II — G.    H.   Selkirk,   Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  of  June  9th 740  2,639.34 

25 — G.   H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  of  June  33d 741  2,658.60 

30 — G.   H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  of  June  30 742  981.25 

July       9 — G.    H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  of  July  7 743  2,329.51 

23— G.    H.   Selkirk,  SecreUry  and  Treas- 
urer, j>ay  rolls  of  July  21 744  2.33793 

31 — G.   H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and   Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  of  July  31       745  968.73 

August  6— G.   H.   Selkirk,   Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  of  August  4 746  2,232.63 

7 — Goodyear  Rubber  Co.,  sprinkler,  etc..  747  41-05 

7— W.  H.  Glenny  Sons  &  Co.,  globes,  etc.  748  1625 

8— Weed  &  Co.,  hardware 749  50-43 

8— Walbridge&Co.,  hardware 750  HM 

8 — ^John  Wende,  veterinary  services 751  3^ 

8— C.  W.  Miller,  coach  hire 752  7-50 

8 — The  Courier  Co.,  stationery 753  2.50 

8 — The  Courier  Co.,  advertising 754  10.25 

8 — F.  T.  Coppins,  painting 755  32-^3 

8— G.    H.   Selkirk,  SecreUry  and  Treas- 

urer,  office  disbursements 756  1146 

8 — Bickford  &  Francis,  washers 757  '  5^ 

8— Buffalo  City  Water  Works,  repairing 

hydrant 758  4-50 

8 — Scheeler  &  Sons,  wire  work 759  21.25 

8 — Becker  &  Wickser,  harness  etc 760  26.30 

8 — C.  D.  Zimmerman,  feed 761  4  93 

8 — A.  A.  Justin,  machinery  and  repairs..  762  1^^-99 

8— Wm.  Scott,  plants 763  134-36 
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i888. 
August  8 — French    &    Kirkholder,    basket    and 

brooms 

*'        8 — H.  L.  Campbell,  on  account  services 
as  architect 

8 — E.  L.  Cook,  plumbing 

8 — Rebstock  Stove  Co,,  repairs 

8 — ^James  Milley,  plants 

8 — C.  F.  Christensen,  plants 

8 — Bickford  &  Francis,  washers 

8 — Buffalo  Cement  Co. ,  cement 

8 — Walbridge  &  Co.,  hardware 

8 — Buffalo  Gas  Light  Co.,  gas  at  park 
office 

8 — Louis  S.  Morgan,  ins.  Parade  House. 

8 — Weed  &  Co.,  hardware 

8— City  of  Buffalo,  local  taxes 

8 — John  R.  Munroe,  fence  material 

8 — Bloomer  &  Bullard,   insurance  Lake 
View  House 

8 — French  &  Kirkholder,  brooms 

8 — C.  W.  Miller,  coach  hire 

8 — The  Courier  Co.,  City  directory 

8 — Howard  Iron  Works,  receiver 

8 — C.  D.  Zimmerman,  feed 

8 — A.  A.  Justin,  repairs  to  machine 

8 — Smith,  Davis  &  Co.,  ins.  Parade  House 

8 — L.  P.  Beyer  &  Co.,  plumbing 

8 — John  Lyth  &  Sons,  tiles 

8— John  Felton,  salt 

8— Weed  &  Co.,  hardware 

8 — H.  L.  Campbell,  on  account  services 
as  architect 

8 — Weed  &  Co.,  hardware 

8 — Conrad  Speiss,  plants 

8 — ^John  Miller,  gravel 

8 — Peter  G.  Straub,  on  acc*t  for  flagging. 

8 — A.  P.  Kehr,  on  account  cut  stone  Ben- 
nett Place 

20— Geo.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  roll  of  August  i8 

31 — Geo.  H.  Selkirk,  SecreUry  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  of  August  3  £ 


Warrant  No. 

Amount. 

764 

•6.75 

765 

125.00 

766 

2.77 

767 

1.30 

768 

105.75 

769 

118.40 

770 

4.83 

771 

4.80 

772 

23.62 

773 

5.60 

774 

30.00 

775 

9.40 

776 

2,163.85 

777 

76.11 

778 

40.00 

779 

'7.25 

780 

28.00 

781 

4.50 

782 

11.70 

783 

41.35 

784 

21.66 

785 

30.00 

786 

112.97 

787 

67.97 

788 

4.80 

789 

4.70 

790 

125.00 

791 

12.44 

792 

48.90 

793 

224.80 

794 

3,000.00 

795 

250.00 

796 

2.339.72 

797 

968.74 
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Warrant  No.    Amoott. 
4— Geo.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Trcas- 

pay  rolls  of  Sept.  i   798  t2.>75.37 

4 — Harvey  Bros.,  grass  seed 799  26.57 

4— Citizens  Gas  Co.,  gas  at  Parade 800  5.76 

4 — C.  D.  Zimmermann,  feed 801  24.37 

4 — A.  A.  Justin,  repairs  to  machinery. . .  802  3.50 

4 — Smith,  Davis  &  Co..  insurance.    803  115.00 

4 — M.  S.  Boland,  printing 804  3.50 

4 — C.  W.  Miller,  coach  hire 805  3.00 

4— City  of  Buffalo,  local  taxes 806  «. 294-72 

4 — ^'  &  J-  Lannen,  on  acc't  mason  work.  807  1,500.00 

4 — H.  L.  Campbell,  architect  ...;...    .  808  50.00 

4 — ?•  G.  Straub,  stone  flagging 809  2,700.00 

4 — S   D.  Colie,  lumber  for  walks 810  723.88 

4 — L.  Weigand,  manure 8ii  6.00 

4 — J.  Unbehaun,  manure 812  9.00 

17 — Geo.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  of  Sept.  15,  1888 813  2,200.05 

29 — G.   H.   Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  of  Sept.  29,  1888  ..!  814  981.23 

29 — Geo.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  of  Sept.  29,  1888. . . .  814  2,587.06 
2 — City  of  Buffalo,  paving  Genesee  street  816  3.265.39 

2 — The  Courier  Co. ,  advertising 817  17.60 

2 — Smith,  Davis  &  Co.,  insurance 818  40.00 

2 — Harvey  Bros.,  grass  seed 819  29.73 

2 — Goodyear  Rubber  Co.,  rubber  goods. .  820  14.00 

2 — Citizens  Gas  Co.,  gas  at  Parade 821  5.92 

2 — Buffalo  Cement  Co.,  cement 822  67.20 

2 — Weed  &  Co.,  hardware 823  735 

2 — F.  T.  Coppins,  cleaning  boat  house..  824  73-74 

2 — Scheeler  &  Sons,  sand  screen 825  4.00 

2 — Beals  and  Brown,  hardware 826  7.27 

2 — L.  P.  Beyer  &  Co.,  plumbing 827  161.38 

2 — C.  D.  Zimmerman,  feed 828  43.52 

2 — A.  A.  Justin,  repairs  to  machinery  . .  829  9.00 

2— S.  D.  Colie,  lumber 830  198.58 

2 — James  White,  painting. . .  , 831  85.00 

2 — James  White,  painting .  832  115.25 

2 — P.  G.  Straub,  on  account  flagging 833  2,951.90 

2 — A.  P.  Kehr,  cut  stone,  Bennett  Place.  834  430.00 
15 — Geo.  n.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  of  Oct.  13,  1888 835  1,685.91 
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Oct. 


(* 


Nov. 


<i 


29 — G,  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  of  Oct.  29,  1888 

31 — Geo.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Tre^- 

urer,  pay  rolls  of  Oct.  31,  i888 

10 — Geo.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  of  Nov.  10,  1888 

4 — Bloomer  &  BuUard,  insurance 

4 — Loegler  &  Ladd,  repairs  of  tools 

4 — R.  Ovens*  Bakery,  crackers 

4 — The  Courier  Co.,  daily,  one  quarter. . . 

4 — Geo.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, fr*t,  etc.,  on  maps 

4 — H.  H.  Baker,  oakum,  etc 

4 — Citizens  Gas  Co.,  gas  at  Parade 

4 — Laycock  Lumber  Co.,  lumber 

4 — Buffalo  Gas  Light  Co..  coke 

4 — Weed  &  Co. ,  hardware 

4 — Beals  &  Brown,  hardware 

4 — Schwabl   Bips.,   expenses   at    Parade 
House 

4 — Howard  Iron  Works,  iron  fence  posts 

4 — Buffalo  Water  Works,  labor,  materials. 

4 — Buffalo  Cement  Co.,  cement 

4 — N.  G.  Huntington,  feed 

4 — S.  D.  Colie,  lumber 

4 — John  Lorenz,  paints  and  oils 

4 — Beier  &  Brinker,  coal 

4 — Worthington  &  Sill,  insurance 

4 — Chas.  Berrick,  mason  work  

4 — H.  L.  Campbell,  architect 

4 — Hoeffler  Bros.,  on  contract 

4 — P.  G.  Straub,  on  contract 

4 — E.  &  J.  Lannen,  on  contract 

4 — Wm.  Heinrich  &  Son,  on  contract. . . 

4 — George  Gesel,  blacksmithing 

4 — W.  A.  McKay,  on  contract 

26 — Geo.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  of  Nov.  24,  1888 

30 — Geo.  IL  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  of  Nov.  30,  1888. . . . 


Warrant  No.       Amount. 
836  $1,452.22 

936.23 


837 

838 

839 
840 

841 

842 

843 

844 

845 
846 

847 
848 

849 

850 

851 
852 

853 
854 
855 
856 

857 
858 

859 
860 

861 

862 

863 

864 

865 

866 

867 

868 


1.253.87 
90.00 
21.00 

3.24 
2.00 

22.00 

23.95 

6.72 

83.67 

125.00 

12.45 
22.57 

31.70 

775.12 

147.18 

105. 60 

17.08 

22.68 

198.90 

20.69 

45.00 

22.37 

100.00 

300.00 

450.00 

1,400.00 

1,000.00 

21.40 

75.00 

1,192.25 
968.75 
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Warrant  No.       Amoait. 

S — Beals  &  Brown,  hardware 899  |i4*27 

5 — D.  L.  Smith,   roofing    Parade   House 

shed 870  249.91 

5— City  of  Buffalo,  local  ass*m't  Court  St.  871  123-95 

5 — The  Courier  Co.,  advertising 872  3.60 

5 — D.  R.  &  H.  Fogelsonger,  stone 873  20.25 

5 — W.  D.  Collingwood.  cut  stone. .    874  172.50 

5 — N.  G.  Huntington,  feed 875  54  25 

5— The  Bell  Telephone  Co.,  to  May  15. 

Z889 876  25.00 

5— John  Lyth  &  Sons,  tile 877  38.84 

5 — Buffalo  Cement  Co.,  cement 878  16.00 

5 — L.  P.  Beyer  &  Co.,  contract,  Bennett 

Place 879  850.00 

5 — Union  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  premium 880  10.00 

S-'A.  P.  Kehr  &  Co.,  Bennett  and  Mas- 
ten  Place ...  881  291.27 

5 — J.  H.  Tilden,  mason  work 882  705>92 

5 — H.  N.  Smith,  work  on  boat  house. . . .  883  400.00 

5 — J.  W.  Atwood,  work  on  boat  house. . .  884  462.00 

5 — E.  &  J.  Lannen,  work,  Masten  Place.  885  122.00 

5 — Champion  Iron  Fence  Co,  iron  fence.  886  3*076.33 

5— P.  G.  Straub,  flagstone 887  200.00 

5— Nelson  Holland,  gravel 888  292.00 

5 — Thos.  Dark  &  Son,  use  of  machinery.  889  462.60 

5 — ^J.  E.  Robson  &  Co.,  blacksmithing. .  890  190.77 

5— Hoeffler  Bros.,  work  Masten  Place. . .  891  200.00 

5— W.  A.  McKay,  painting 892  7500 

10— Geo.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  roll,  Dec  8,  1888 893  23597 

31— Geo.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  roll,  Dec.  31,  1888 894  1,076.24 

9— A.  Twichell,  weighing  hay 895  3-5^' 

9 — T.  R.  Marvin  &  Son,  printing  reports 

South  Park 896  392.80 

9— Walbridge&Co.,  hardware 897  1.45 

9— M.  S.  Boland,  printing 898  2.50 

9 — Buffalo  Gas  Light  Ca,  gas,  park  police 

station 899  6.73 

9 — Weed  &  Co.,  hardware 900  4-05 

9 — Beals  &  Brown,  hardware 901  21.38 


45 
1889. 

Jan'y  9 — Geo.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, office  expenses 

9 — C.  W.  Miller,  coach  hire 

9 — R.  E.  Andrews,  repairing  level 

9 — D.  R.  &  H.  Fogelsonger,  stone  chips 

9 — City  of  Buffalo,  local  assessments. . . . 

9 — Becker  &  Wickser,  harness 

9 — Farrar  &  Treft,  iron  work,  waste  weir. 

9 — Smith's  Planing  Mill,  work  on  boat 
house 

9 — John  R.  Monroe,  wood  work 

9 — N.  G   Huntington,  feed 

9 — Hager  &  McGorey,  plumbing,  Masten 
Place 

9 — H.  L.  Campbell,  services  as  architect. 

9 — W.  Heinrich  &  Son,  bal.  contract  Ben- 
nett Place 914  392.00 

9— HoefHer  Bros.,  bal.  contract   Masten 

Place 915  15500 

9 — W.  A   Lund,  sheet  iron  and  tin  work.        916  100.73 

9 — D.  Hotaling,  flagstone  walks. ... 917  5. 12 

9 — P.  G.  Straub,  flagstone  walks 918  1,300.00 

9 — W.  A.  McKay,  painting 919  194.26 

9 — ^J.  Lorenz,  paints  and  oils 920  77. 18 

9 — Geo.  E.  Mathews  &  Co.,  advertising.         921  i.oo 

9 — Geo.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  roll  to  Jan.  12,  1889 922  118  25 


Warrant  Na 

A«ount. 

902 

$13-95 

903 

7.50 

904 

1.50 

905 

3.75 

906 

1,646.80 

907 

12.80 

908 

167.13 

909 

999.86 

910 

39.10 

911 

3- 4a 

912 

800.00 

913 

14057 

Total  expenditures,  park  fund,  1888.  $99f57i-3i 


APPENDIX  I. 

Divisions    and    Dimknsions  of  the  Parks,  Parkways 

AND  Minor  Places. 

Acres.       Acres.      Acrw. 

Gala  Water  (Park  Lake) 46 >4 

Water  Border 86>^ 

Water  Park  (west  of  Delaware  ave) ,.  133 

The  Meadow(inctuding  Deer  Paddock),  150 
Meadow  Border 79 

Meadow  Park  (east  of  Delaware  ave)  229 

The  Park 3^2 

Parade  Green 20 

Parade  House  Plaza 4 

Parade  Border 32 

The  Parade S^ 

Front  Play  Green    7  J4  . 

Terrace  Concourse 3 J^ 

Front  Border  and  Sheridan  Terrace. . .  24 J4 

New  Lands  (west  of  Canal)  i3}4 

The  Front 47 

PARK    APPROACHES. 

Humboldt  Parkway . .  •. 9,405  ft.  X  200  ft. 

Lincoln  Parkway 1,695  ft.X2oo  ft. 

Bidwell  Parkway 2,323  ft.xaoo  ft. 

Chapin  Parkway 1,904  ft.xzoo  ft. 

Fillmore  avenue ",097  ft  xioo  ft. 

Richmond  avenue 6,022  ft  x  100  ft. 

Porter  avenue 3%5oo  ft  x  1 00  ft. 

Porter  avenue 975  ft.  x  50  ft. 

Jewett  avenue 2,036  ft.x  70  ^t. 


• 
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MINOR   PLACES. 


Prospect  Place  (two  squares  each) 594  ft  x 281  ft. 

Bidwell  Place  (Square) 5 10  ft.X465  ft. 

Chapin  Place  (Square) 500  ft.X42o  ft. 

Soldier's  Place  (Circle) 700  ft.  in  diameter. 

Aggassiz  Place  (Circle) 490  ft.  in  diameter. 

The  Circle 500  ft.  in  diameter. 

The  Bank, 300  ft.  in  diameter. 

Niagara  Square  460  ft.  x  460  ft. 

The  Terrace  (two  plots)..... ]  ^S  hx  6^  S: 

Day's  Place 670  ft.x  90  ft. 

Johnson  Place 487  ft.x  94  ft. 

Wadsworth  Place 300  ft.  x  87  ft. 

Lafayette  Square 200  f t.  x  1 60  ft. 

Masten  Place 580  ft  X580  ft. 

Washington  Square,  Ohio  and  Chicago  streets. 

Porter  Square,  Niagara  and  Parish  sts. .  364  ft.x  198  ft. 

Market  Square,  Niagara  and   Amherst 

streets  (two  plots)  each 198  ft.x  33  ft. 

Heacock    Place,   Abbott    and    White's 

Corners  Roads,  about 150  ft.  x  150  ft. 

Bennett  Place 365  ft.  x  290  ft. 
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SMALL   TRIANGLES. 

Triangle — Niagara  and  Church  streets. 
Triangle — Erie  and  Church  streets. 

Triangle — Eagle  street,  northwest  corner  of  Morgan  street. 
Triangle — Erie  corner  Franklin  street. 
Triangle — Franklin  corner  Mohawk  street. 
Triangle — Main  street  corner  Genessee. 
Triangle — Front  avenue  corner  Court  street. 
Triangle — Mohawk  street  corner  Morgan  street. 
Triangle — Niagara  street  corner  Franklin  street 
Triangle — Eagle  street  corner  Franklin  street. 
Triangle — Seventh  street  corner  Wilkeson  street. 
Triangle — Swan  corner  Seneca  streets. 
Triangle — Ohio  street  corner  Moore  street. 
Triangle — Niagara  street  corner  School  street. 
Triangle — Porter  avenue  and  York  street. 
Triangle — Porter  avenue  corner  Plymouth  avenue. 
Triangle — Plymouth  avenue  corner  School  street. 
Triangle — Niagara  street  corner  Hampshire  street. 
Triangle — Massachusetts  corner  Utica  streets. 
Triangle — Genesee  street  and  Walden  avenue. 
Triangle — Genesee  street  and  East  Parade  avenue. 


APPENDIX  II. 

Approximate    Distances  of   the  Park   from   Seneca 

Street,  etc. 

Feet. 

Seneca  street,  by  Fillmore  avenue,  the  Parade 
House  and  Humboldt  parkway  to  Ledgewood 
Gate,  near  the  Rock  Ledges 23,500 

Seneca  street,  by  Front  avenue,  the  Lake  View 
House,  Massachusetts  street  and  West  Side  Ap- 
proaches to  City  Gate,  near  the  Boat-house 24,000 

Seneca  street,  by  Jefferson  St.,  to  Ledgewood  Gate,    ao,ooo 

Seneca  street,  by  Michigan  St.,  to  Ledgewood  Gate,    20,000 

Seneca  street,  by  Main  street  horse-car  line,  to  City 

Gate 2 1,000 

Seneca  street,  by  Delaware  avenue  and  Parkways, 

to  City  Gate 19,000 

Seneca  street,  by  Fillmore  avenue,  to  Parade  House,    1 1,600 

Seneca  street,  by  Front  avenue,  to  Lake  View  House,     9,250 

Parade  House,  by  Humboldt  parkway,  to  Ledge- 
wood Gate 1 2,000 

Lake  View  House,  by  Massachusetts  St.,  to  City  Gate,    14,750 

Lake  View  House,  by  Porter  avenue  and  Park- 
ways, to  City  Gate 16,300 

Lake   View    House,   by    Massachusetts    street,    to 

Boat-house *5>3oo 

Parade  House,  by  Humboldt  parkway,  etc.,  to  Boat- 
house  18,300 

Parade  House,  by  Park  Boat-house,  to  Lake  View 

House 33,600 

Parade  House,  by  Best  and  North  streets,  to  Lake 
View  House   ^ 7,500 

City  Gate,   by  South    Meadow   Drive  of  Park,  to 

Ledgewood  Gate 6,900 

City  Gate,  by  Northeast  Meadow  Drive  of  Park,  to 

Ledgewood  Gate 10,900 

Circuit  Drive  around  the  Park  Meadow 9,800 

City  Gate,  around  Meadow  and  back  to  City  Gate,    16,900 
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TWENTIETH 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


BUFFALO  PARK 


COMMISSIONERS. 


JANUARY,  1890. 


BUFFALO: 
HMa  &  Klela,  Pib.,  Cor.  Seneca  St.  and-Teiraee. 


■»ii»»»»«»««»»!ia>»i»»»***«ii^y3l! 


TWENTIETH 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


BUFFALO  PARK 


COMMISSIONERS. 


JANUARY,  1890. 


BDFFALO; 

Haaa  &  Klein,  Pri.,  Cor.  Seneo  SI.  and  Tenace. 

|8» 


HARVARD  COLLEGE  I  BKARY 

GIFT  OF 

WARREN  H.  MANNINQ 

NOV  13  1925 


COMMISSIONERS. 


*»> 


His  Honor  THE  MAYOR,  Ex-officio. 

SHERMAN  S.  JEWETT,  JACOB  HASSELBECK, 

JAMES  A.  ROBERTS,  LOUIS  ZITTEL, 

N.    W.    RANSOM,  Terms  expire  M«y  lat,  i«94. 

MICHAEL  NELLANY,  JOHN  C.  GRAVES, 

JACOB  DOLD,  JAMES  MOONEY, 

FRED    L.    DANFORTH,  Terms  expire  M«y  m,  18,0. 

BRONSON  C.  RUMSEY,  BRITAIN  HOLMES, 

JAMES  R.  SMITH,  WM.  HENGERER, 

JOHN    M  AY  E  R ,  Terms  expire  May  i»t.  i8<)2. 


President, 
SHERMAN  S.  JEWETT. 


Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
GEORGE  H.  SELKIRK. 


Superintendent, 

WILLIAM  McMillan. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 


Executive  Committee. 

SHERMAN  S.  JEWETT,  President. 

WILLIAM  HENGERER,        JAMES  R.  SMITH, 
JOHN  MAYER,  LOUIS  ZITTEL. 


Committee  on  Grounds  and  Roads. 

JAMES  MOONEY,  BRONSON  C.  RUMSEY, 

JOHN  C.  GRAVES,        JAMES  A.  ROBERTS, 
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PARK  COMMISSIONERS'  REPORT. 


To  the  Honorable  the  COMMON  Council  of  the  City 
of  Buffalo : 

The  Park  Commissioners  submit  herewith  their 
twentieth  annual  report : 

The  general  maintenance  work  is  practically  the 
same  from  year  to  year,  and  last  year  nothing  was  done 
requiring  any  special  comment.  But  various  new  im- 
provements have  been  prosecuted  each  year  for  several 
years  past,  and  similar  works  were  continued  in  1889. 
The  most  important  of  these  were  the  completion  of 
the  construction  work  on  Bennett  place,  the  grading  of 
the  addition  made  to  Masten  place  by  the  acquisition 
of  the  adjacent  burying  ground,  the  paving  of  a  portion 
of  Humboldt  parkway  with  macadam,  the  paving  of 
the  Circle  and  the  Bank  with  asphalt,  and  the  taking 
down  and  partial  reconstruction  of  the  Soldiers*  Mon- 
ument. 

Early  in  spring  the  work  on  Bennett  place  was  re- 
sumed, and  completed  by  the  end  of  May,  when  it  was 
opened  to  the  public.  This  work  embraced  the  laying 
of  10,000  square  yards  of  flagstone  pavement,  the  sur- 
facing of  the  play-ground,  the  seeding  of  the  lawns,  and 
a  border  planting  of  a  large  variety  of  flowering  shrubs. 


This  small  square  was  at  once  fully  occupied  by  the 
residents  of  the  thickly-settled  neighborhood,  especially 
the  children.  Its  plan  of  embellishment  and  its  facili- 
ties for  quiet  recreation  have  given  general  satisfaction. 
The  rules  for  the  orderly  behavior  of  visitors  have  been 
duly  respected,  and  the  ornamental  features  of  the 
place  fully  appreciated.  At  the  end  of  October,  the 
weather  becoming  cold,  it  was  but  little  used,  and  was 
closed  for  the  winter.  In  November,  flagstone  sidewalks 
six  feet  wide  were  laid  on  the  Clinton  and  Pine-street 
sides. 

By  the  completion  of  the  negotiations  between  the 
City  and  Bishop  Ryan  for  the  exchange  of  the  aban- 
oned  school  house  and  lot  on  Church  street,  opposite 
the  City  Hall,  for  the  abandoned  Catholic  burying 
ground  on  the  west  border  of  Masten  place,  the  City 
acquired  possession  of  the  cemetery.  According  to  the 
agreement  the  remains  found  in  the  ground  were  re- 
moved by  the  Bishop  to  the  "  Holy  Cross*'  Cemetery 
on  Limestone  Hill.  The  plot  was  then,  on  September 
3d,  put  in  charge  of  this  Board  and  added  to  the 
adjacent  place.  Its  improvement  was  at  once  begun 
by  filling  up  the  low  grounds  to  conform  to  the 
established  grade.  This  work  required  several  thous- 
and cubic  yards,  all  of  which  was  delivered  free  by 
contractors  paving  neighboring  streets.  The  construc- 
tion of  foot  paths  and  the  seeding  and  planting  of  the 
addition  have  been  deferred  until  next  season. 


HUMBOLDT   PARKWAY. 

The  construction  of  a  macadam  pavement  on  the 
west  drive  of  Humboldt  parkway,  from  Ferry  street  to 
the  Parade,  is  an  important  improvement  that  was 
much  needed.  At  first  there  was  some  local  opposi- 
tion to  this  work,  under  the  impression  that  an  asphalt 
pavement  would  be  more  satisfactory.  But  we  believe 
that  the  abutting  property  owners  who,  under  the  law^ 
pay  one-half  of  the  cost,  became  fully  satisfied  as  soon 
as  they  understood  the  substantial  character  of  the 
work.  It  has  been  built  in  accordance  with  the  most 
approved  methods,  and  will  probably  last  longer  than 
asphalt.  The  macadam  pavement  was  decided  on  after 
a  full  study  of  the  question  and  after  duly  weighing  the 
arguments  advanced  against  it.  The  strongest  objection 
urged  was  that  a  macadam  pavement  is  muddy  in  wet 
weather  and  dusty  in  dry  weather.  But  as  the  City  is 
charged  with  the  whole  cost  of  ordinary  maintenance 
of  the  parkways  the  abbutting  property  owners  will  be 
at  no  expense  for  the  removal  of  mud  or  the  prevention 
of  dust.  If  the  roadway  be  kept  in  proper  condition 
there  should  be  little  annoyance  from  either  cause.  It 
is  desirable  to  maintain  in  the  parkway  roads  a  distinct- 
ive character,  specially  adapted  for  pleasure  driving  on 
all  those  approaches  where  heavy  traffic  is  prohibited. 
The  macadam  pavement  on  Porter  avenue  is  not  now 
in  good  condition,  but  it  has  lasted  eleven  years,  and 
a  large  part  of  it  fourteen  years,  without  any  general 
repair  and  without  traffic  restrictions.      The  macadam 
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roadways  of  the  circle  under  the  same  conditions  have 
lasted  15  years.  The  Humboldt-parkway  pavement  is 
more  substantial  than  either  in  several  respects,  and 
will  probably  be  still  more  durable.  If,  after  12  or  15 
years,  it  shall  need  a  general  repair,  a  new  surface 
layer  of  crushed  stone  will  not  be  expensive. 

The  depth  of  stone  in  the  pavement  is  two  feet,  the 
lower  half  built  with  large  blocks  of  flint  rock,  laid  on 
edge  in  regular  courses  across  road-bed.  The  upper  half 
is  crushed  stone  of  small  size  in  three  layers  of  about 
four  inches  each.  Each  layer  of  the  macadam  stone 
was  rolled  separately  with  a  heavy  steam  roller,  and 
also  the  bottom  causeway.  The  four  street  intersec- 
tions crossing  the  parkway  at  Northampton,  Landon, 
Utica  and  Ferry  streets  were  paved  in  like  manner. 
The  total  area  of  the  new  pavement  is  over  12,500 
square  yards,  and  the  cost  about  ^32,500,  of  which 
$14,750  has  been  assessed  on  the  abutting  property. 
The  work  was  done  by  contract  by  the  firm  of  McCon- 
nell  &  Williams. 

The  large  and  ugly  gap  which  has  so  long  remained 
an  eyesore  in  this  parkway  in  the  low  bottom  lands  at 
the  intersection  of  Scajacquada  creek,  has  been  caused 
partly  by  the  lack  of  earth  to  fill  up  the  low  lands  to 
grade,  and  partly  by  the  necessity  of  first  building  a 
permanent  stone  culvert  to  carry  the  waters  of  the 
creek  under  the  parkway.  Last  season  5,ocx>  yards  of 
earth,  obtained  in  excavating  to  subgrade  the  road 
bed  of  the  macadam  pavement,  were  deposited  in  this 


depression.     But  the  two  lateral  roadways  of  the  park- 
way plan  cannot  be  opened,  nor  the  borders  graded  and 
planted,  until  the  culvert  is  built.     This  must  necessar- 
ily be  of  ample  size  to  pass  freely  the  large  volume  of 
water  delivered  by  the  heaviest  floods  to  which  the 
creek  is  liable.      The  site  must  be  some  distance  north 
of  the  temporary  bridge  to  avoid  the  sharp  bend  in  the 
present  channel  and  give  a  free  outlet  for  the  water  at 
the  west  end  of  the  culvert.      The  parkway  grade  has 
so  little  elevation  above  the  creek  that  it  will  be  nec- 
essary to  deepen  the  channel  for  some  distance  on  each 
side,  and  to  build  the  culvert  with  two,  or  possibly 
three,  acqueducts,  each  with  a  cross  section  of  about 
twenty  feet  wide  by  five  feet  high.     As  the  length  of 
each  must  be  200  feet  (the  width  of  the  parkway)  the 
structure  will  be  of  considerable  size  and  relative  cost, 
but  it  should  be  built  without  further  delay  so  as  to 
permit  the  opening  of  the  lateral  roadways,  and  the 
final  grading  and  planting  of  this  wide  gap  in  the  park- 
way plan. 

THE  CIRCLE  AND  THE  BANK. 

At  the  Circle  much  annoyance  has  always  been 
caused  to  pedestrians  by  the  mud  at  the  crossings  in 
wet  weather.  This  could  not  be  obviated  by  stone 
crosswalks,  as  on  Porter  avenue  and  Humboldt  park- 
way, because  the  awkward  junction  here  of  five  road- 
ways, each  with  broadly  rounded  corners,  involved  so 
many  diagonal  lines  of  travel  all  of  great  length.      As 


Id 

the  macadam  pavement  was  in  need  of  a  general  sur- 
face renewal,  it  was  decided  to  coat  it  with  asphalt.  A 
change  of  plan  was  made  at  the  juncture  of  Wadsworth 
and  Pennsylvania  streets  by  widening  the  turn,  and 
removing  to  the  roadway  the  street-car  track  which 
formerly  occupied  the  sidewalk  line.  This  improve- 
ment was  much  needed,  as  the  former  route  was  a  con- 
stant annoyance  to  pedestrians.  The  whole  work  was 
done  by  contract  by  the  Barber  Asphalt  Company  for 
$10425,  half  of  which  is  a  charge  against  the  property 
benefited. 

An  asphalt  pavement  of  a  somewhat  different  char- 
acter has  been  laid  on  the  Bank.  Four  bids  for  this 
work  were  received,  each  upon  different  specifications. 
The  bid  of  the  German-rock  Asphalt  and  Cement  Com- 
pany being  the  lowest,  the  work  was  given  to  it  at 
$7,475.00.  The  chief  ingredient  of  this  pavement  is  an 
imported  asphalt  mastic  obtained  from  bituminous 
rock.  In  laying  the  pavement  about  1-6  of  Trinidad 
asphalt  and  ^  of  sharp  sand  is  added  to  the  mastic, 
the  whole  being  heated  in  kettles  on  the  ground  and 
spread  on  the  street  in  a  semi-fluid  condition.  The 
asphalt  coat  is  2^  inches  thick  laid  on  a  six-inch  base 
of  concrete.  As  this  is  the  only  street  pavement  of  the 
kind  in  the  city  its  merits  are  not  yet  fully  known,  but 
it  is  laid  under  a  guarantee  of  five  years,  the  same  as  is 
given  by  the  Barber  Asphalt  Company. 
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soldiers'  and  sailors*  monument. 

Plans  for  the  construction  of  a  broader  and  stronger 
base  for  the  Soldiers'  Monument,  prepared  by  Mr.  H. 
L.  Campbell,  were  approved  by  the  Board,  and  a  con- 
tract for  the  work  made  with  McDonnell  &  Sons  at 
$9,000.00,  exclusive  of  all  excavation  and  masonry  for 
new  foundation.  As  soon  as  the  contractor  had  re- 
moved the  granite  blocks  surrounding  the  base,  the  dis- 
covery was  made  that  the  settling  of  the  masonry  was 
not  wholly  due  to  defects  in  the  outer  foundations,  as 
had  been  supposed.  The  masonry  supporting  the  main 
shaft  was  also  badly  cracked  and  crumbled.  The  indi- 
cations were  strong  that  it  would  continue  to  settle  and 
soon  become  unsafe.  A  few  of  our  most  prominent  arch- 
itects and  builders  were  consulted  and  asked  to  examine 
the  structure  carefully  and  report  their  conclusions.  In 
this  report  they  stated  that  they  had  found  the  whole 
foundation  settling  and  the  shaft  of  the  monument 
several  inches  out  of  plumb.  They  advised  that  the 
only  remedy  would  be  to  take  it  all  down  and  rebuild 
on  a  new  foundation.  With  these  facts  and  opinions 
before  us  no  other  course  seemed  practicable,  and  we 
were  forced  to  the  same  conclusion. 

Bids  were  accordingly  invited  for  taking  down  and 
resetting  all  the  granite  work  above  the  plinth  level. 
To  secure  the  utmost  solidity  in  the  new  foundation  it 
was  decided  to  rebuild  all  the  masonry  below  the  corner 
stone  with  labor  hired  by  the  day.  All  of  the  foun- 
dation was  torn  up  except  the  concrete  footing  which 


12 

was  found  perfectly  solid.  In  rebuilding  a  much  broader 
foundation  was  laid  and  the  new  masonry  was  built  in 
the  most  substantial  manner  which  the  previous  failure 
could  suggest.  The  work  had  reached  the  former 
plinth  level  when,  owing  to  cold  weather,  it  was  stopped 
during  the  winter. 

The  cause  of  this  remarkable  instability  in  a  monu- 
ment meant  to  last  for  all  time  was  readily  seen  as  soon 
as  the  foundation  masonry  was  exposed  to  view.  The 
stones  were  of  small  size,  uneven  in  shape,  the  beds 
undressed,  and  laid  to  a  large  extent  without  proper 
bond  or  a  full  bed  of  mortar.  Above  the  ground  level 
the  masonry  behind  the  granite  facing  was  of  still  more 
inferior  character.  Even  the  granite  masonry  from  the 
level  of  the  corner  stone  up  to  the  base  of  circular  shaft 
was  only  a*  thin  shell,  built  without  any  bond  or  clamp 
to  hold  it  fast  to  the  interior  core  of  rubble  work-  At 
the  level  of  the  statues  the  narrow  core  was  not  masonry 
at  all,  but  filled  up  with  small,  roughly-shaped  stones 
evidently  dropped  into  place  and  mortar  afterwards 
poured  in,  but  not  in  sufficient  quantity  to  fill  all  the 
openings,  or  else  too  thick  to  flow  into  them.  This 
filling  of  course  yielded  under  the  heavy  shaft  and  the 
whole  weight  being  thrown  on  the  granite  shell,  dis- 
placed and  cracked  the  large  stones  near  the  base. 

But  the  damage  was  not  confined  to  the  foundation 
masonry.  Serious  damage  of  a  nature  very  difficult  to 
repair  had  also  been  done  to  several  of  the  largest  cir- 
cular blocks  of  the  shaft.      At  the  joints  the  granite 
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had  chipped  off  all  around  the  drum  from  one  to  two 
inches  in  depth  and  breadth.  This  was  caused  by  cut- 
ting the  center  of  the  beds  of  these  cylinders  so  concave 
that  the  mortar  did  not  fill  the  joints  except  at  the 
outer  edge,  which  thus  bore  the  whole  weight.  The 
important  inscription  cut  on  the  chief  member  of  the 
shaft  has  been  partly  obliterated  by  the  chipping  ex- 
tending to  the  lettering  of  the  lowest  line.  This 
necessitates  a  new  stone  or  else  an  unsightly  makeshift 
restoration  of  the  present  one.  The  same  alterna- 
tives are  presented  by  similar  damage  done  to  the 
sculpture  on  the  prominent  bands  between  the 
cylinders. 

It  seems  that  the  copper  box  filled  with  memorial 
papers  and  other  mementos  was  placed  with  impres- 
sive public  ceremonies  in  a  false  corner-stone.  On 
taking  down  the  masonry,  when  the  corner-stone  was 
lifted  the  chamber  which  had  been  cut  in  it  was  found 
to  be  empty,  and  the  absence  of  the  box  was  for  a  time 
a  puzzling  enigma.  But  afterward  it  was  found  three 
feet  lower  in  the  foundation  and  embedded  in  the 
rubble  masonry  as  if  it  had  been  a  stone  that  could 
bear  the  weight  that  must  rest  on  it.  The  pressure 
had  cracked  the  solder,  and  water  entering  the  seams 
had  soaked  the  contents,  blackening  the  documents 
and  partly  reducing  them  to  pulp. 

With  such  careless  workmanship,  the  monument  no 
doubt  began  to  settle  before  the  emblematic  cap-stone 
figure   had   crowned   its  summit.     The  blame  for  this 
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most  disgraceful  result  on  so  costly  and  important  a 
structure  must  be  attributed  in  some  measure  to  every 
one  in  any  way  concerned  in  the  actual  work  of  con- 
struction. The  plans,  the  specifications,  the  superin- 
tendence, and  the  masonry — all  exhibit,  or  imply,  gross 
ignorance  or  carelessness.  It  is  really  a  disgrace  to 
our  civilization  that  so  prominent  a  structure,  designed 
to  stand  as  a  memento  of  our  patriotism  to  all  genera- 
tions, should  be  built  so  insecurely  that  it  must  be 
taken  down  within  six  years  of  its  erection.  The  bur- 
den of  the  great  cost  of  reconstruction  which  the  com- 
munity must  bear  is  of  small  account  compared  with 
the  weight  of  indignation  and  mortification  felt  by  our 
citizens  because  of  so  shameful  a  failure. 

STREET-CAR  TRAVEL  TO  THE  PARK. 

The  improvement  made  last  year  by  the  street-car 
company  in  the  service  of  all  its  lines  to  the  park  de- 
serves special  notice  and  commendation.  The  opening 
of  the  Elmwood  avenue  line  and  the  Jefferson  street 
line,  and  the  installation. of  the  electric  line  in  place  of 
horses  on  the  Cold  Spring  branch,  have  nearly  doubled 
the  facilities  formerly  furnished.  It  is  gratifying  to 
record  that  there  was  at  once  apparent  a  corresponding 
increase  in  the  number  of  people  entering  the  park  by 
the  street-car  gate.  It  is  probable  that  the  number  of 
visitors  is  now  sufficient  to  justify  an  attempt  to  pro- 
vide some  sort  of  light  carriage-service  on  the  park 
drives  between   the   street-car  terminus  and  the  most 
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distant  portions  of  Meadow  park.  There  are  two 
shady  groves  there  rarely  visited  by  pedestrians,  proba- 
bly because  of  the  fatigue  incident  to  so  long  a  walk. 
Negotiations  with  this  end  in  view  are  now  in 
progress. 

GALA  WATER  BRIDGE. 

The  wooden  bridge  across  the  lake  near  the  boat- 
house  being  quite   rotten  in  many  places,  a  contract 
was  made  with  the  King  Iron    Bridge   Company   of 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  to  erect  an  iron  bridge  in  its  place. 
Upon  the  invitation  of  the  Boards  several  excellent 
designs  were  submitted  by  engineers.     The  one  select- 
ed was  deemed  the  most  ornamental  and  most  befitting 
the   site,    which   is  one  of  the  most  prominent  in  the 
park.     It  was  submitted  by  Mr.  Geo.  K.  Radford,  who 
designed  and  built  the  present  structure,  while  serving 
Board    as    the    Park     Engineer-in-charge,     seventeen 
years    ago.     The    new  design    is  in   general   outline 
a  reproduction  in  iron,  as  near  as  may  be,  of  the  present 
wooden  bridge,  which   has  always  been  an  attractive 
object  in  the  landscape.     Before  the  structural  material 
built  at  the  works  of   the  company  was  ready  for  de- 
livery, the  season  was  too  far  advanced  for  its  erection 
in  place.     This  work  was,   therefore,  postponed  until 
next  spring.     No  payment  has  been  made  on  account, 
and  we  recommend  that  the  amount  appropriated  for 
this  purpose  ($14,50x^.00)  be  transferred  to  next  year's 
estimate. 
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ESTIMATES  AND  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  total  amount  appropriated  by  your  Honorable 
Body  for  all  purposes  was  $140,500.00.  Receipts  from 
all  other  sources,  including  the  balance  from  the  fund 
of  1888,  have  been  $3,697.82,  making  a  total  of  $144,* 
197.82.  The  total  expenditures  to  February  4th  amount 
to  $127,55 1.90.  Thebalance,  $16,645.92,  will  be  required 
for  the  bridge  and  the  unfinished  work  on  the  Soldiers' 
Monument.  A  general  £^bstract  of  all  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures accompanies  this  report. 

Of  the  amount  appropriated  last  year,  $28,000.33  was 
paid  for  local  assessments  against  numerous  small 
squares  and  triangles.  This  Board  had  no  special 
knowledge  of  the  most  of  this  work  in  advance,  no  con- 
trol over  it,  nor  responsibility  for  it.  It  therefore  seems 
an  unjust  burden  on  the  Park  Fund,  which  should  be 
borne  by  the  departments  ordering  the  work  and  re- 
sponsible for  its  proper  construction.  All  similar  as- 
sessments for  like  improvement  upon  property  in  charge 
of  the  Police,  Fire,  Water,  and  School  Departments  are 
paid  from  the  Comptroller's  estimates  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Grounds.  The  amounts  to  be  paid,  will 
of  course,  be  the  same  in  either  case,  but  the  proposed 
change  will  put  the  Park  Department  on  the  same  foot- 
ing as  others.  The  estimates  can  be  prepared  with 
much  better  judgment  by  the  Engineer  or  Comptroller. 

Among  the  assessments  recently  levied  against  this 
department  for  street  improvements  fronting  on  the 
smaller  squares  and  triangles  are  two  bills  of  $1,142.12 
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and  $980  38  for  paving  Parish  Street  and  Dearborn 
Street  in  front  of  Porter  Square.  The  location  of  this 
square  is  practically  in  a  railroad  yard,  which  makes  it 
wholly  useless  as  a  public  pleasure-ground.  No  plan  of 
improvement  could  make  it  an  attractive  resort.  Be- 
sides, nearly  half  the  square  is  covered  with  ten  railroad 
tracks  and  five  station  buildings,  most  of  them  placed 
there,we  believe,  without  permission  from  your  Honor- 
able Body.  We  are  informed.that  in  1872  a  right  of  way 
for  two  tracks  across  the  square  was  granted  to  the 
Junction  Railroad  Company,  and  that  on  July  23,  1887, 
and  again  on  October  16,  1882,  permission  to  erect  a 
building  was  given,  but  that  no  further  privileges  have 
since  been  given.  If  this  be  the  fact,  then  this  ex- 
tensive occupation  of  the  square  is  contrary  to  legal 
right.  The  result  is  that  the  railroad  companies  oc- 
cupy all  this  land  without  any  liability  for  either  rent, 
general  tax,  or  local  assessment.  This  anomalous  situa- 
tion is  evidently  more  advantageous  to  them  than  an 
unconditional  gift  of  the  property.  It  would  be  better 
for  the  city  to  give  the  title  fee  than  to  grant  the  right 
of  way,  if  it  rightfully  implies  such  incidental  privileges. 
The  same  injustice  is  illustrated  by  a  similar  assessment 
of  $926.41  against  the  Terrace  parks,  for  repaving  of 
Erie  Street  in  front  of  the  section  occupied  by  the 
New  York  Central  &  Hudson  River  Railroad  Company. 
We  cite  these  cases  and  respectfully  ask  that  your 
HonoraUe  Body  direct  the  Corporation  Counsel  to  in- 
vestigate the  facts  and  report  whether  the  city  is  liable 
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for  the  above  assessments,  the  payment  of  two  of 
which  is  meanwhile  withheld.  We  may  add  in  this 
connection  that  Washington  Square  is  also  used  wholly 
as  a  railroad  yard,  and  also  without  any  legal  right  for 
such  occupation,  to  the  best  of  our  knowledge  and  belief. 

SOUTH   PARK  SITES. 

The  very  difficult  task  of  selecting  one  or  more  sites 
in  the  Thirteenth  Ward  or  the  town  of  West  Seneca 
suitable  for  park  purposes,  has  occupied  our  attention 
most  of  the  year.  We  are  still  unable  to  report  any 
final  decision  of  the  whole  matter.  The  difficulty  lies 
not  merely  in  the  generally  unsuitable  character  of  the 
lands  in  this  section,  but  chiefly  in  our  inability  to  feel 
any  assurance  that  the  lands  that  may  be  selected  will 
be  appraised  at  their  fair  market  value.  Our  doubts 
have  been  increased  by  the  result  of  other  similar  ap 
praisal  proceedings  in  recent  instances,  of  which  it  is 
apparently  the  common  belief  that  the  valuations  were 
fixed  at  much  higher  prices  than  the  property  would 
bring  in  the  open  market.  Yet  the  awards  were  in 
accordance  with  the  testimony.  The  difficulty  is  that 
so  many  witnesses  are  unable  or  unwilling  to  weigh  in 
the  scales  with  strict  impartiality  the  public  interests 
of  the  City  against  the  private  interests  of  the  property 
owners. 

Finally  on  October  2ist  the  Board  by  resolution 
selected  two  sites  and  recommended  that  your  Honor- 
able Body  take  the  necessary  steps  to  contlemn  the 
lands  for  park  purposes  by  public  appraisal.      One  of 
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these  containing  about  thirty  acres  is  on  Seneca  street 
and  the  Mineral  Spring  Road,  and  heretofore  described 
and  designated  as  the  Red  Jacket  Park.  The  other 
site  containing  about  156  acres  lies  mostly  adjacent  to 
the  city  line,  in  the  town  of  West  Seneca,  between  the 
White's  Corners  Road  and  the  several  lake  shore  rail- 
roads, the  boundary  lines  of  which  are  given  in  the 
above  mentioned  resolution.  On  further  reflection  we 
were  compelled  by  various  considerations  and  circum- 
stances to  request  your  Honorable  Body  to  delay  action 
on  the  previous  recommendation  until  the  law  can  be 
so  amended  that  if  the  awards  in  any  case  are  made  at 
a  price  that  seems  to  us  more  than  the  property  is 
worth,  we  can  in  that  case  abandon  all  proceedings. 

Before  suitable  parkways  or  approaches  can  be 
located  it  is  desirable  that  the  Appraisal  Commissioners 
shall  have  power  to  take  testimony  as  to  the  probable 
benefit  to  abutting  lands  in  fixing  damages  for  lands 
taken  for  such  boulevards.  Without  such  powers  and 
the  liberty  to  drop  all  proceedings  at  any  stage  before 
the  confirmation  of  the  awards  by  the  courts,  we  be- 
lieve the  interests  of  the  city  cannot  be  fully  protected. 
We  therefoVe  respectfully  ask  the  co-operation  of  your 
Honorable  Body  in  securing  the  passage  of  the  pro- 
posed Park  Act  through  the  Legislature  at  its  present 
session,  and  renew  our  request  that  in  the  meantime  all 
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further  action  in  this  matter  be  delayed. 

Probably  much  regret  is  felt  by  most  of  our  citizens 
that  no  park  site  has  been  selected  on  the  lake  shore. 
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If  any  practicable  location  on  or  near  the  shore  could 
have  been  found  within  reasonable  distance  of  the  city 
that  could  have  been  bought  and  utilized  at  reasonable 
cost,  its  selection  would  have  been  exceedingly  grati- 
fying to  every  member  of  the  Board.  But  the  only 
land  within  eight  miles  of  the  City  Hall,  that  is  not 
liable  to  overflow  by  the  lake,  is  Stony  Point,  and  the 
whole  area  there,  west  of  the  turnpike,  left  uncovered 
by  the  high  flood  of  last  January,  is  only  about  fifteen 
acres,  and  none  of  it  is  five  feet  higher  than  this 
flood  level.  The  site  has  not  a  single  shade  tree,  the 
beach  is  strewn  with  rocky  boulders,  the  shore  is  at  no 
point  fit  for  bathing  purposes,  and^the  water  off  shore 
is  so  shallow  that  at  least  600  feet  of  pier  would  have 
to  be  built  to  reach  eight  feet  of  water. 

This  site,  taken  by  itself,  is  altogether  too  small  to 
justify  the  great  cost  of  a  'permanent  landing  dock 
of  such  stability  as  to  withstand  the  most  destructive 
storms.  It  is  thus  inaccessible  by  water,  except  by 
row  boats  on  a  calm  day.  It  is  also  a  mile  from  any 
railroad  station,  and  a  tedious  day's  journey  to  reach  it 
by  road  vehicle  and  return.  The  Olmsted  scheme  to 
transform  a  large  area  of  the  adjacent  low  flats  into  an 
attractive  water  park,  would  require  too  large  an  ex- 
penditure for  construction,  as  was  fully  explained  in 
our  last  report.  We  have  for  these  reasons,  and  many 
others  of  minor  force,  been  unable  to  select  any  lake- 
shore  site. 
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LANDS  IN  LITIGATION  AT  THE  FRONT. 

The  improvement  of  the  land  acquired  or  condemned 
opposite  the  Front,  has  been  seriously  delayed  by  the 
long-pending  litigation  with  regard  to  the  ice-house  lot. 
As  was  stated  in  previous  reports  the  owners  of  land 
and  buildings  appealed  from  the  award  of  the  Appraisal 
Commissioners,  when  confirmed  by  the  judge  of  the 
Superior  Court,  on  January  30,  1886.  In  1888  the 
above  decision  was  reversed  by  the  General  Term  of 
the  Superior  Court,  whereupon  we  authorized  the  Cor- 
poration Council  to  carry  the  case  to  the  Court  of 
Appeals.  It  has  not  yet  been  tried,  but  its  place  is 
now  so  near  the  head  of  the  calendar  that  it  probably 

will  be  decided  in  a  few  weeks. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SHERMAN  S.  JEWETT, 

President. 

CHAS.  F.  BISHOP, 

FRED.  L.  DANFORTH, 

JACOB  DOLD, 

JOHN  C  GRAVES, 

BRITAIN  HOLMES. 

WM.   HENGERER. 

JACOB  HASSELBECK, 

JAMES  MOONEY, 

JOHN  MAYER, 

MICHAEL  NELLANY, 

N.  W.  RANSOM, 

JAMES  A.  ROBERTS, 

B.  C.  RUMSEY, 

JAMES.  R.  SMITH, 

LOUIS  ZITTEL. 
Buffalo,  Jan.  20,  1890. 


SUPERINTENDENTS   REPORT. 


Park  Farmstead,  7th  January,  189a 
To  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners: 

I  respectfully  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1889. 

The  first  half  of  the  winter  was  so  unusually  mild 
that  the  Park  Lake  was  not  permanently  frozen  over 
until  after  the  middle  of  January.  Though  afterwards 
there  was  good  ice  for  skating,  it  was  so  late  in  the 
season  that  general  interest  in  the  sport  did  not  awaken. 

ORDINARY  MAINTENANCE  WORK. 

In  February,  as  soon  as  the  ground  was  frozen  hard 
enough  to  bear  the  wheeling  of  heavily  loaded  wagons, 
about  2,400  loads  of  stable-yard  manure  were  spread  on 
the  turf  of  the  several  parks.  Of  the  above  quantity, 
250  loads  were  applied  on  the  Parade,  200 on  the  Front, 
200  on  Masten  place,  and  1,750  loads  on  the  Park 
Meadow.  Except  150  loads  from  the  Park  Farmstead, 
chiefly  sheep  manure,  it  was  all  bought  from  dairymen 
and  hot-bed  truck  growers  in  the  vicinity  of  the  grounds 
on  which  it  was  used. 

Manure  thus  spread  in  mid-winter  can  of  course  do 
no  good  until  its  fertilizing  substances  have  been  dis- 
solved by  spring  thaws  and  rains.      Then,  as  soon  as 
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the  grass  starts  into  growth,  it  is  necessary  to  prepare 
for  the  lawn  mowing  by  raking  off  the  rankest  litter 
long  before  it  has  been  fully  leached.  This  annual  top 
dressing  would  be  much  more  efficient  if  done  in 
autumn,  when  the  sward,  if  the  season  be  dry,  is  firm 
enough  to  bear  heavy  wheeling  without  damage.  The 
pressure  of  other  work,  and  a  less  favorable  market, 
have  usually  prevented  this  work  being  done  at  that 
time. 

In  March  and  April  the  usual  prunning  and  thinning 
of  the  plantations  were  done.  Some  of  the  older 
shrubbery  groups  were  partially  renewed  with  young 
stock,  and  the  gaps  made  in  the  Park  Nursery  replen- 
ished anew.  The  newly  improved  grounds  of  Masten 
place  were  planted  with  200  trees,  and  of  Bennett  place 
chiefly  with  shrubs.  During  the  season  the  usual 
maintenance,  care  and  keeping  were  bestowed  on  all 
grounds  and  roads.  The  Park  Meadow  was  partially 
pastured  with  120  sheep  and  partly  cropped  for  a  winter 
supply  of  hay. 

The  Parade  House  received  extensive  repairs  of 
the  exposed  woodwork  of  the  large  verandas,  and  the 
main  building  was  all  repainted.  The  plan  and 
materials  of  this  house  require<|[  a  heavy  expenditure 
each  year  to  maintain  the  structure  in  fair  condition. 
At  the  Front  the  Lake  View  House  was  also  repainted, 
and  at  the  Park  portions  of  the  Shelter  House  and  the 
residence  near  the  Delaware-avenue  gate.  The  flagging 
over  the  kitchen  vaults  of  the  boathouse  becoming 
leaky  was  taken  up  and  relaid. 
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The  macadam  drives  of  the  approaches  have  been 
frequently  scraped  when  muddy,  and  occasionally 
dressed  with  gravel  where  necessary.  Most  of  the  cir- 
cuit drive  of  the  Meadow  Park  was  also  dressed  with  a 
heavy  coat  of  gravel.  In  all  about  2»cxx>  cubic  yards 
were  used,  about  half  of  it  on  the  park  drives  and  half 
on  the  approaches.  The  roadway  of  Porter  avenue  is 
generally  in  poor  condition.  It  is  subject  to  much 
heavy  traffic,  and  has  become  so  flat  that  slight  dress- 
ings of  gravel  here  and  there  do  little  good.  If  it  be 
deemed  inadvisable  to  surface  it  with  asphalt,  the  sur- 
face should  be  broken  up  and  repaved  with  macadam 
stone  to  an  average  depth  of  six  inches.  Jewett 
avenue  is  in  similar  condition. 

HUMBOLDT  PARKWAY  PAVEMENT. 

A  Telford-macadam  pavement  has  been  constructed 
in  the  west  drive  of  Humboldt  parkway,  from  the 
Parade  to  Ferry  street.  The  length  is  2,688  feet,  the 
width  38  feet  between  curbs,  and  the  depth  of  stone  is 
two  feet.  The  curbs  are  six  inches  thick,  by  two  feet 
deep,  with  seven  inches  face.  The  gutters  are  paved 
two  feet  four  inches  wide  with  Medina  stone  blocks  of 
uniform  size.  The  intersections  across  the  middle  grass 
belt  of  the  parkway  at  Northampton,  Landon,  Utica, 
and  Ferry  streets,  were  also  paved.  Stone  crosswalks 
four  feet  wide  were  laid  across  the  macadam  on  the 
sidewalk  lines  of  each  of  these  streets.  Fourteen  silt- 
basin  receivers  carry  the  gutter  drainage  into  the  park- 
way sewer. 
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The  roadway  construction  was  in  accordance  with 
the  best  methods,  and  may  be  stated  briefly.  The 
roadbed  was  excavated  two  feet  below  the  established 
grade  and  well  rolled  with  a  steam  roller  of  ten  tons 
weight.  The  lower  or  "  Telford  "  part  of  the  pavement 
consists  of  rough  blocks  of  rubble  stone,  about  twelve 
inches  in  depth,  by  six  to  nine  inches  in  thickness,  laid 
on  edge,  in  a  good  bed  of  sand,  in  regular  courses  across 
the  street.  The  open  spaces  were  filled  with  sharp  grave' 
and  stone  chips,  and  then  the  whole  foundation  was 
compacted  by  the  steam  roller.  The  upper  or  macadam 
part  is  crushed  stone  of  suitable  fineness  in  three  layers 
of  about  four  inches  each.  Each  layer  was  separately 
rolled  until  no  further  depression  could  be  made.  The 
surface  was  the^  dressed  with  enough  sharp  sand  to 
blind  and  bond  the  macadam,  and  the  whole  road. 
way  was  repeatedly  rolled  and  watered  until  the  surface 
became  solid  and  watertight. 

THE  CIRCLE  AND  THE  •BANK. 

The  old  macadam  drives  of  the  Circle  have  been 
surfaced  with  Trinidad  asphalt  by  the  Barber  Co.  The 
total  area  is  5,350  square  yards,  inclusive  of  the  stone 
paving  in  the  vicinity  of  the  car  track  at  the  junction 
of  Wadsworth  and  Pennsylvania  streets.  An  impor- 
tant change  in  the  plan  was  made  at  this  point.  The 
sharp  triangle  which  projected  so  far  beyond  the  true 
curb  lines  was  cut  off  and  added  to  the  pavement. 
This  made  it  practicable  to  change  the  street  car  tracks 
from  the  sidewalk  line  to  the  roadway,  thus  abating 
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the  constant  annoyance  to  pedestrians  caused  by  the 
former  location.  The  new  pavement  is  also  a  great 
convenience  to  all  persons  crossing  the  Circle  on  foot 
in  wet  weather,  because  of  its  relative  cleanness  and 
dryness. 

The  new  asphalt  pavement  laid  on  the  Bank  by  the 
German  Rock  Asphalt  and  Cement  Co.  differs  materi- 
ally in  composition  from  that  laid  on  the  Circle,  or 
heretofore  on  any  city  street.  The  methods  of  mani- 
pulating the  ingredients  and  laying  the  pavement  are 
wholly  different,  with  the  exception  of  the  six-inch 
foundation  of  concrete.  The  base  of  this  asphalt  mix- 
ture is  a  limestone  rock  which  contains  about  Qi^e  per 
cent  of  natural  bitumen,  or  asphalt  In  preparing  it 
for  distant  transportation  the  rock  is  ground  to  powder 
by  machinery;  the  powder  is  then  heated  in  kettles  to 
a  certain  temperature,  is  mixed  with  some  Trinidad 
asphalt  to  make  it  fluid,  and  is  then  run  into  moulds 
of  convenient  size  and  form.  When  cooled  the  blocks 
can  be  readily  handled,  easily  stored  for  market,  or 
shipped  in  commerce. 

In  laying  the  Bank  pavement  these  blocks  were 
broken  up  and  again  melted  in  large  kettles  on  the 
ground.  About  one  sixth  part  of  Trinidad  asphalt  was 
melted  with  them,  with  which  was  also  incorporated 
one  third  part  of  sharp  sand.  When  fully  cooked  the 
mess,  in  a  semi-fluid  condition,  was  taken  out  in 
bucketfuls,  poured  on  the  concrete  base,  and  spread 
and  compressed  to  a  uniform  thickness  with  wooden 
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trowels.  It  was  laid  in  two  coats,  the  under  one  an 
inch  thick,  the  upper  one  an  inch  and  a  half.  The 
total  area  laid  is  2,875  square  yards. 

THE  soldiers'  AND   SAILORS*   MONUMENT. 

The  taking  down  and  rebuilding  of  the  Soldiers* 
Monument  in  Lafayette  Square  is  work  of  a  nature  as 
unpleasant  as  it  is  uncommon.  At  first  it  was  supposed 
that  the  main  foundation-masonry  was  solid  and  that 
the  settling  of  the  base  was  due  solely  to  weakness 
in  the  detached  walls  supporting  the  steps,  platform 
and  statue  pedestals.  But  as  soon  as  the  central  foun- 
dation was  uncovered  it  was  seen  to  be  badly  cracked 
on  each  side  to  the  bottom  of  the  masonry,  eight  feet 
below  the  ground  level.  An  instrumental  inspection 
of  the  shaft  showed  it  to  be  leaning  four  inches  off  the 
plumb.  To  merely  repair  the  outworks  of  the  base 
would  be  useless  with  the  central  core  left  unstable. 
It  was  therefore  necessary  to  take  down  the  shaft  and 
all  the  masonry  under  it  as  far  as  any  defect  was  visible. 
The  foundation  concrete,  17  feet  square  by  4  feet  deep 
was  found  perfectly  solid,  and  was  not  torn  up. 

As  the  plan  adopted  for  reconstruction  provided  a 
much  broader  base  the  soil  was  excavated  to  the  neces- 
sary width,  as  deep  as  the  bottom  of  the  old  concrete, 
or  12  feet  below  the  surface  grade.  New  concrete,  four 
feet  deep  by  six  feet  wide,  was  placed  around  the  old 
core  in  the  shape  of  an  octagon,  measuring  29  feet 
across  the  sides.  New  masonry  resting  on  this  has 
been  built  to  the  plinth  level  at  the  base  of  the  shaft. 
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^t  which  point  work  was  stopped  for  the  winter.  It  is 
all  built  of  massive  blocks  of  flint  rock,  with  dressed 
beds,  and  laid  with  the  utmost  care  to  insure  perfect 
solidity. 

MINOR  PLACES. 

The  improvement  work  of  Bennett  Place  was  com- 
pleted early  in  the  season.  Over  i,ooo  square  yards  of 
flagstone  walks  were  laid,  as  shown  on  the  plan  of  the 
grounds.  The  lawn  was  sown  with  grass  seed,  and  the 
borders  thickly  planted  with  about  i,6oo  flowering 
shrubs.  On  Decoration  day  it  was  opened  to  the  public, 
and  it  was  at  once  freely  occupied  and  enjoyed  by  the 
people  of  the  neighborhood,  especially  the  children. 
A  matron  was  in  constant  attendance  in  charge  of  the 
women's  division  of  the  house,  and  the  keeper  of  the 
grounds  kept  occasional  watch  of  the  other  half. 
With  a  few  exceptions  good  order  was  easily  main- 
tained, and  all  the  patrons  of  the  place  seemed  to  be 
well  satisfied  with  the  general  accommodations,  and 
the  facilities  for  quiet  recreation  furnished  by  so  small 
a  plot.  The  gravel  play  ground  was  especially  service- 
able to  the  children  for  romping  and  racing  sports.  It 
was  kept  open  for  about  12  hours  daily,  being  closed 
at  dusk.  About  the  end  of  October  it  was  closed  for 
the  winter. 

In  Masten  Place  there  is  no  space  level  enough  for  a 
general  play  ground,  and  therefore  no  gravel  area  has 
been  provided.      When  the  young  turf  has  been  well 
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established,  portions  of  it  can  perhaps  be  set  apart  for 
certain  quiet  games,  or  for  general  play  at  special  hours. 
But  unrestrained  use  of  an  unfenced  square  in  such  a 
thickly  settled  neighborhood  would  quickly  destroy  all 
the  grass,  and  also  encourage  usages  that  would  make 
the  place  more  a  nuisance  than  an  ornament.  The  turf 
not  being  old  enough  for  much  trampling  the  public 
use  of  the  ground  has  been  chiefly  in  the  passage  of 
pedestrians  through  it  on  the  flagstone  walks;  there- 
fore the  closet  rooms  of  the  house  were  not  opened. 
In  September,  upon  obtaining  possession  of  the  adjacent 
burying  ground,  the  work  of  grading  this  addition  in 
conformity  with  the  general  plan  was  begun  and  prose- 
cuted until  the  close  of  the  season.  A  large  amount  of 
filling  was  necessary,  all  of  which  was  delivered  free  of 
charge. 

The  large  triangular-shaped  placed  at  the  junction  of 
Hampshire  and  Albany  streets  was  put  in  charge  of  the 
Board  by  the  Common  Council  on  March  25th.  The 
general  grade  was  nearly  three  feet  too  high,  all  of  it 
stiff  clay.  This  was  excavated,  hauled  to  Sheridan 
Terrace  artd  dumped  over  the  bluff  at  the  lower  turn 
of  the  drive.  In  all  about  1,500  loads  of  clay  were  re- 
moved, and  then  the  lot  was  dressed  with  about  450 
loads  of  good  soil. 
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THE  FRONT  AND  FORT  PORTER. 

At  the  Front  the  new  stables  and  storehouses  of  the 
Fort  Porter  garrison,  built  below  the  bluff,  were  occu- 
pied about  mid-summer,  and  the  old  buildings  on  the 
line  of  Sheridan  Terrace  were  removed.  As  soon  as 
possession  was  thus  obtained,  the  Terrace  drive  was 
opened  round  the  turn,  and  the  adjacent  borders 
graded.  No  permanent  walk  has  yet  been  constructed 
along  the  top  of  this  bluff,  nor  along  the  corresponding 
bank  through  the  Front.  As  this  is  the  main  route 
followed  by  nearly  all  visitors  on  foot,  it  is  very  desir- 
able that  a  gravel  or  flag-stone  walk  should  now  be 
built  here.  The  construction  of  a  macadam  drive  the 
full  length  of  the  Terrace  is  also  desirable,  now  that 
the  Bank  is  paved,  and  the  reconstruction  of  the  mili- 
tary grounds  has  been  completed. 

The  public  privileges  allowed  in  the  use  of  the  Fort 
grounds  make  them  a  valuable  adjunct  to  the  Front. 
The  demolition  of  the  ruined  remnants  of  the  old  fort, 
the  construction  of  substantial  barracks  and  quarters 
on  a  symmetrical  plan,  the  formation  of  two  separate 
greens  for  drills,  and  the  grading  of  all  the  grounds 
adjacent  to  the  Front  and  the  Terrace  in  general  con- 
formity with  the  plans  of  the  Front,  add  much  to  the 
enjoyment  of  the  public  visiting  this  park.  It  is  only 
fitting  in  this  connection  that  due  credit  be  given  to 
Capt.  Chas.  Hay  who  had  the  immediate  charge  of  all 
this   work   from   beginning   to   end.     His    work    was 
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planned  with  the  special  object  of  making  the  Fort 
grounds,  as  far  as  possible,  an  attractive  addition  to  the 
Front. 

IMPROVEMENTS   ON  ABUTTING  STREETS. 

During  the  year  extensive  improvements  were  made 
by  the  Engineer  and  Water  Departments  on  streets 
bounding  the  Park,  the  Parade,  and  various  minor 
Squares  and  Places.  Sewers  have  been  built  in  Amherst 
street  from  Colvin  street  to  Parkside  avenue,  thence  in 
Parkside  avenue  to  Oakwood  place,  and  in  Jewett 
avenue  from  the  Park  to  Main  street.  The  aggregate 
length  of  the  above  sections  is  about  5,600  feet,  nearly 
all  of  it  cut  through  solid  rock.  A  12-inch  water  pipe 
was  laid  in  the  south  side  of  Jewett  avenue,  and  ex- 
tended into  the  Park  to  a  junction  with  the  Park  pipe. 
This  line  gives  *'  Holly  "  pressure  to  the  hydrants  at 
the  Farmstead  and  Ledgewood  Concourse,  which  had 
become  nearly  useless  under  reservoir  pressure.  Since 
the  completion  of  the  Parkside  avenue  sewer,  all  the 
Farmstead  drainage  has  been  diverted  into  it,  thus 
freeing  the  Park  lake  from  the  sewerage  of  these 
buildings. 

Other  street  improvements  affecting  park  interests 
are  the  paving  of  West  Parade  avenue  and  Northamp- 
ton street  abutting  on  the  Parade;  North  street  on 
Masten  Place;  Clinton  street  on  Bennett  Place;  Park, 
Johnson,  and  College  places  on  Johnson  Place;  Niagara 
street  on  Prospect  place;  Delaware  avenue  on  Niagara 
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Square;  the  enlargement  of  Franklin  street  at  St.  Mar- 
garet Place,  and  Dearborn  street  on  Porter  Square. 
Some  of  these  works  have  made  it  necessary  to  grade 
anew  several  sidewalk  borders,  and  to  lay  new  stone 
walks,  aggregating  over  i,ooo  feet  in  length  by  six 
feet  wide.  A  four-foot  stone  walk  was  also  laid  on 
College  street  opposite  Wadsworth  Place. 

STREET-CAR  TRAVEL  TO  THE  PARK. 

About  midsummer  the  street  car  facilities  for  travel 
to  and  from  the  Park  were  largely  increased,  and  there 
was  for  the  months  of  July  and  August  a  correspond- 
ing increase  in  the  number  of  visitors  by  these  lines. 
On  July  1st  the  £lmwood-a venue  line  was  opened,  and 
on  the  2 1st  electric  cars,  run  by  the  overhead  wire  and 
trolley  system  were  substituted  for  the  horse  cars  on 
Park  branch  of  the  Main-street  line.  At  the  same  time 
the  Jefferson-street  line  was  extended  to  the  Cold 
Springs  barns,  where  its  passengers  were  transferred 
free  to  the  electric  cars.  Whenever  the  travel  was 
heavy,  extra  cars  were  hitched  behind  the  electric  cars, 
and  the  trains  thus  made  up  readily  accommodated  the 
combined  travel  of  both  lines.  During  the  busiest  hours 
of  the  day  four  electric  cars  were  run,  each  with  one  or 
more  cars  attached,  and  each  making  two  round  trips 
per  hour.  When  the  travel  was  in  full  tide  the  number 
of  cars  arriving  and  departing  at  the  Park  terminus  was 
over  30  per  hour,  inclusive  of  the  horse  car  lines.  AH 
the  horse  lines  were  kept  running  until  November,  and 
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the  electric  line  has  been  kept  in  regular  service  all 
winter,  though  the  cars  run  empty  most  of  the  time. 

This  large  increase  in  the  number  of  pedestrians  has 
at  times  caused  an  unpleasant  congestion  of  the  main 
picnic  grounds.  The  footpaths  of  the  Water  Park,  ag- 
gregating 3j4  miles,  have  been  kept  in  the  best  condi- 
tion possible,  and  they  give  convenient  access  to  all 
parts  of  this  section.  At  all  points  also  the  landscape 
view  as  a  whole,  and  the  local  embellishments  in  detail, 
are  more  varied  and  attractive  than  the  picnic  grove  in 
itself.  Yet  the  number  of  visitors  who  ramble  through 
the  more  distant  portions  is  relatively  few,  while  the 
two  shady  groves  of  the  Meadow  Park  are  scarcely  ever 
visited  by  pedestrians.  To  many  persons,  especially  to 
women  and  children,  a  walk  of  even  moderate  length  is 
fatiguing.  It  would  be  a  boon  to  these,  and  probably  to 
many  others,  if  some  cheap  and  regular  carriage  service 
could  be  established  on  the  park  drives.  Apart  from 
the  accommodation  of  those  using  the  vehicles,  such  a 
line  would  have  a  desirable  influence  in  effecting  a  more 
general  distribution  of  pedestrians  away  from  the 
present  picnic  ground. 

EQUESTRIANS. 

This  year  there  was  also  a  noticeable  increase  in  the 
number  of  Park  visitors  on  horseback,  and  some  dissat- 
isfaction has  occasionally  been  expressed  at  the  regula- 
tions restricting  their  use  of  the  turf.  In  the  driest 
season  the  Meadow  can  be  used  only  half  the  year — 
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from  May  ist  to  November  ist,  while  after  each  heavy 
rain  it  must  be  closed  for  a  time.  When  the  Meadow 
was  first  opened  to  equestrians  it  was  done  with  the 
expectation  that  no  distinct  route  would  be  habitually 
followed.  In  riding  at  random  the  grass,  it  was  thought, 
would  generally  have  time  to  recover  from  the  tem- 
porary damage  of  each  foot  print  before  the  same  spot 
would  be  again  trampled  down.  But  unfortunately 
equestrians  have  shown  a  decided  tendency  to  follow 
the  same  lines  in  many  places,  chiefl}^  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  circuit  drive,  and  more  or  less  parallel  with  it 
Thus  the  grass  is  beaten  down  or  is  killed  out,  and  the 
tracks  become  very  unsightly.  A  further  extension  of 
the  bridle  road  as  provided  in  the  accepted  plan  would 
tend  to  prevent  this  result  of  using  the  meadow  turf. 
It  would  also  be  of  much  convenience  to  equestrians  in 
early  spring  and  late  autumn  when  the  meadow  is  closed. 

THE  BOATING. 

The  business  done  at  the  boat  house  increases  in 
proportion  with  the  increase  of  Park  visitors.  The 
70  boats  on  hand  were  insufficient  to  the  demands 
at  certain  hours  of  the  busiest  days.  At  least  20 
more  should  be  furnished  for  next  season.  Late 
in  August  three  boats  of  the  peculiar  pattern  known 
as  "swan"  boats  were  introduced.  Their  novelty 
attracted  considerable  patronage  for  a  short  time, 
but  the  season  was  too  far  advanced  for  a  fair  test 
of  their  merits.      They   have   certain   advantages  for 
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timid  people,  and  for  the  diversion  of  young 
children.  There  is  no  risk  in  the  use  of  the  row  boats, 
except  from  thoughtless  actions  or  foolish  pranks.  On 
the  4th  of  last  July  an  accident  occurred  to  a  party  of 
three  adults,  by  which  a  young  man  was  drowned.  It 
was  caused  by  careless  movements  in  changing  seats. 
This  is  the  only  loss  of  life  that  has  happened  on  the 
Park  Lake  since  it  was  first  used  for  boafing  in  1873 — 
16  years  ago. 

FLOWER  AND  FOLIAGE  BEDS. 

Last  summer  there  was  some  comment  made  by 
many  citizens  on  the  insignificant  quantity  of  bedding 
plants  used  in  our  public  grounds,  compared  with  the 
immense  number  planted  in  the  parks  of  some  other 
cities.  This  arises  partly  from  the  lack  of  any  propa- 
gating house,  and  partly  because  the  style  of  embellish- 
ment must  vary,  as  the  prominent  natural  features  of 
each  park  differ.  Wherever  any  special  flower  or  foliage 
garden  is  placed  it  should  have  an  appropriate  setting 
and  surrounding.  No  large  display  looks  well  unless 
the  inherent  character  of  the  grounds,  and  the  general 
garden  plan  be  in  full  harmony  and  fair  proportion  with 
the  floral  exhibition.  In  a  large  country  park  where 
all  the  dominant  features  of  the  natural  landscape  are 
strictly  rural  and  pastoral  in  expression,  any  stray  bits 
of  garden  finery  will  seem  as  inconsistent  and  offensive 
to  good  taste  as  the  most  elaborate  and  fanciful  designs. 
For  this  reason  exotic  bedding  plants,  except  in  imme- 
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mediate  proximity  to  the  buildings,  as  heretofore,  would 
be  wholly  out  of  place  in  the  broad  pastures  or  the 
bordering  woodlands  of  the  Meadow  Park,  or  in  the 
open  glades  that  border  the  shrubbery  coppice  on  the 
steep  slopes  of  the  Water  Park.  There  is  nowhere  any 
detached  or  secluded  space  where  the  lay  of  the  land 
is  suitable  for  artificial  decoration  of  a  wholly  different 
type. 

But  near  the  Parade  House,  and  on  any  or  all  of  the 
Minor  Places  throughout  the  city,  floral  decoration  on 
a  prominent  scale  would  be  appropriate  and  attractive, 
provided  the  plants  can  be  properly  protected.  Where 
a  square  can  be  closed  at  night,  like  Bennett  Place,  or 
the  beds  be  raised  up  on  ornamental  masonry,  as  in 
Lafayette  Square,  the  plants  will  be  reasonably  safe 
from  damage.  But  where  they  are  exposed  at  all  hours 
to  the  gambols  of  dogs,  or  the  burrowing  of  cats,  and  to 
all  the  many  untoward  incidents  of  city  life,  flower  beds 
become  badly  defaced,  if  not  utterly  destroyed  in  the 
course  of  the  season.  The  damage  done  each  season  at 
the  Parade  is  quite  extensive,  and  the  worst  of  it  is 
that  much  of  it  is  done  from  dishonest  or  malicious 
motives.  Last  summer  the  beds  in  the  Circle,  Day's 
Place  and  Johnson  Place  were  partially  but  not  seriously 
disfigured.  But  the  only  places  wholly  free  from  such 
depredations  were  Lafayette  Square  and  Bennett  Place. 

So  long  as  the  extent  of  floral  decorations  is  wholly 
dependent  on  the  ordinary  market  supply  the  display 
of  bedding   plants   must   remain   very  meagre  as  at 
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present.  Last  summer  about  8,500  plants  were  set  out 
altogether.  With  due  regard  to  quality  and  variety, 
the  quantity  used  now  is  about  as  large  as  can  be  pro- 
cured from  year  to  year  with  any  certainty  or  safety 
with  the  present  precarious  supply.  If  a  fuller  display 
be  deemed  desirable  a  propagating  establishmc  nt  must 
be  built,  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  proposed  gar- 
dens on  whatever  scale  you  may  determine.  The  cost 
of  annual  maintenance,  as  well  as  the  first  cost  of  con- 
struction, must  be  considered,  in  view  of  the  uncertainty 
of  obtaining  sufficient  yearly  appropriations  for  this  pur- 
pose as  well  as  for  the  many  other  more  essential  needs 
of  the  Park  system. 

WEATHER   EXTREMES. 

The  weather  of  the  year  invites  remark,  as  it  was 
unprecedented  in  several  respects,  though  on  the  whole 
not  unfavorable  to  Park  work,  or  the  growth  and 
maturity  of  vegetation  in  general.  The  first  half  of 
the  winter  was  unusually  mild,  the  summer  relatively 
cool  and  rainy,  and  the  last  two  months  of  the  year 
remarkably  warm  and  wet.  It  is  perhaps  worthy  of 
note  that  the  year  both  opened  and  closed  with  little 
or  no  frost  in  the  ground.  The  mean  temperature  of 
December  was  37°.  2,  and  as  a  natural  result  our  City 
lawns  are  still  in  vivid  green,  and  some  garden  weeds 
are  still  in  bloom.  On  Christmas  day,  pansy,  periwin- 
kle, groundsel  and  shepherd's  purse  were  in  flower  in 
sheltered    nooks,  and   in   this   first   week  of  January, 
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chickweed,  dandelion,  English  daisy,  and  meereon 
daphne,  are  blooming  abundantly  in  open  ground. 

On  the  loth  of  last  January  a  wind  storm  of  extra- 
ordinary severity  blew  down  several  large  trees  in  the 
Park  and  in  Prospect  Place.  At  the  local  Signal  Service 
Station  the  maximum  velocity  was  74  miles  per  hour, 
and  an  average  of  60  miles  was  maintained  for  6  hours. 
There  being  no  ice  on  Lake  Erie  the  storm  did  much 
damage  to  the  beach  and  to  the  shore  buildings  at  the 
Front.  In  the  lee  of  the  railroad's  embankment  the 
still  water  rose  7^  feet  while  on  the  windward  side  the 
waves  washed  up  to  the  tracks  at  a  height  of  15  feet. 
Beyond  the  City  line  on  one  of  the  proposed  South 
Park  Sites  the  still-water  mark  on  the  flats  behind  the 
shelter  of  Stony  Point  showed  a  rise  of  10  feet,  and 
the  surf  mark  on  the  bluff  a  rise  of  15  feet.  At 
the  Waste-Weir  of  the  Park  lake,  the  water  of  Black 
Rock  Harbor  backed  up  6  feet,  a  height  of  i  foot  above 
the  gates.  The  lake  water  flowed  up  the  Creek  to  the 
centre  of  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery,  a  distance  of  2}^  miles. 

On  the  morning  of  May  29,  ice  was  formed  }i  inch 
in  thickness.  The  young  shoots  of  more  than  20  spe- 
cies of  trees  and  shrubs  were  blackened  On  several 
of  our  native  trees  and  climbing  vines,  the  twigs  were 
killed  back  to  the  old  wood,  but  they  soon  budded 
afresh.  On  the  native  Catalpa  Yellowwood,  Redbud 
and  White  Fringe,  and  on  Chinese  Magnolias,  Japan- 
ese Maples  and  European  Silver  Firs,  the  damage  left 
a  blighted  aspect  all  the  season.     To  some  of  these,  and 
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to  some  choice  shrubs,  the  check  was  so  severe  that  no 
healthy  growth  was  reproduced,  and  not  a  few  have 
died.  Fortunately  so  late  a  frost  is  extremely  rare,  and 
it  is  therefore  worth  while  to  note  its  occurrence,  and 
some  of  its  immediate  effects. 

Exclusive  of  contract  work  the  average  number  of 
workmen  employed  daily  during  the  year  was  in  each 
month  as  follows:  In  Jan.  9;  Feb.  40;  March,  25; 
April,  77;  May,  97;  June,  87;  July,  84;  Aug.  90;  Sept. 
71;  Oct.  76;  Nov.  54;  Dec.  15;  average  for  the  year  60. 
The  tearing  down  and  rebuilding  of  the   foundation  of 
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the  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Monument  was  done  with 
men  employed  by  the  day. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WM.  McMillan, 

Superintendent. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT,  1889. 


Abstract  of  Receipts  ani>  Expenditures. 

Receipts, 

Appropriated  by  Common  Council,  $133,500.00 
Transferred     to     Park     Fund     by 

Comptroller 7,000.00 

Balance  from  fund  of  1888 108. 02$  140,608.02 

Received  for  rents 2,533  43 

**  rebate      tax,      paving 

Franklin  and  North  streets 536.85 

Received  for  labor  at  Normal  School, 

etc  275  95 

Received  for  sheep,  wool,  etc >  1544 

"          hay 80.63 

"         trees  and  shrubs 37-5o 

"         sundry  small  sales 10.00       3,589.80 

Total  receipts (144,197.82 

Expenditures, 

Labor,  ordinary  maintenance $19,043.67 

Teams,  ordinary  maintenance 4,570.78 

Salaries 3,600.00 

Park  police 6,300.00 

Repairs  of  buildings 3,835  03 

Repairs  of  roads  and  walks 5*804, 13 
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Tools  and  machinery 1,005.80 

Manure  and  fertilizers 1,207.50 

Trees,  plants  and  seeds 1,370.00 

Keeping  of  animals 314^3 

Insurance 49^*25 

Office  expenses 90.24 

Printing,  stationery,  etc 276.02 

Local  assessments 28,000.33 

Bennett  Place 4^259.05 

Maston  Place 2,225.06 

Surveys  and  plans 370.00 

Minor  squares  and  triangles 3,780.17 

Soldiers'  monument 7,381.74 

South  Park  surveys 5,43i- 1 1 

Paving  Humboldt  parkway 14,968.03 

Paving  the  Bank 4,209.85 

Paving  the  Circle 5,212.50 

Paving  Humboldt  parkway  intersec- 
tions   3,065.14 

Contingencies 73467  127,551.90 


Balance $16,645  9^ 


PARK  FUND,  1889.  DISBURSEMENTS. 


tS89. 


WuTAQt  No. 


Feb'y  i — Geo.  H.  Selkirk.  Secretary  and  Treas^ 
urer,  pay  roll  to  January  31,  1889. 
**  I — Geo.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer,  pay  roll  of  January,  1889.. 

6 — J.  D  Warren's  Sons,  advertising 

6 — Geo.  H.  Jones*  Sons,  iron  work 

6 — The  Courier  Co.,  advertising 

6 — Edward  Fisher,  blacksmithing 

6 — Howard  Iron  Works,  grate  frames. . 

6 — G.  &  T.  Macnoe,  copying  reports. . . . 

O^Smith,  Davis  &  Co.,  insurance 

6— A.  P.  Kehr  &  Co.,  cut  stone 

6 — Geo.  E.  Matthews  &  Co. ,  advertising, 

6 — Thos.  J.  Rogers,  surveys  and  plans. . 

6 — H.  L.  Campbell,  services  as  architect, 

6 — Florian  Feyl,  painting 

March  1 — Geo.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary.and  Treas- 
urer, pay  roll  of  February  ^,  1889. 

I — Geo.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  roll  to  March  i,  1889. . . . 

8 — Chas.  E.  Berrick,  repairs  at  Parade 
House 

8 — City  of  Buffalo,  local  assessments  . . . 

8 — Niagara  Envelope  MTy,  envelopes.. 

8 — Buffalo  Evening  News,  advertising. . 

3 — Geo.  E.  Matthews  &  Co ,  engraving, 

8 — J.  D.  Warren's  Sons,  advertising  . . 

8 — J.  Churchyard's  Sons,  repairs  at  Pa- 
rade  House 

8 — M.  S.  Boland,  printing 

8 — Becker  &  Wickser,  harness 
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March  8 — Schwabl     Bros.,     plumbing    Parade 

House 948 

8 — N.  G.  Huntington,  feed 949 

8— Weed  &  Co.,  hardware 950 

8 — E.  Becker,  manure 951 

8 — ^J.  Link,  manure 952 

8 — ^J.  Unbehaun,  manure 953 

8 — C.  Travis,  manure 954 

8 — Chas   Baur,  manure 955 

8 — L.  Weigand,  manure 956 

8 — Mrs.  Noeller,  manure  957 

8 — G.  Stauser,  manure 958 

8 — I.  Blendinger,   manure 9S9 

8 — P.  Grabbenstatter,  manure q6o 

8 — J.  Bellman,  manure 961 

8 — G.  Goldman,  manure 962 

8 — L.  W.  Hill,  manure 963 

8 — L.  Malone,  manure 964 

8 — C.  Spoonhalz,  manure 965 

8 — Fred.  Kessinger,  manure 966 

8 — Geo    Kager,  manure 967 

8 — G.  Huppuch,  manure. . 968 

8 — J.   Casper,  manure  969 

8 — P.  Wilson,  manure 970 

8 — ^J.  Twitchell,  manure..* 971 

8 — W.  Barham,  manure 972 

8 — F.  Grabbenstatter,  manure 973 

8 — H.  Snowstein,   manure 974 

8 — J.  Mang,  manure 97i) 

8 — J.  Durkle,  manure 976 

8 — T.  Welch,  manure 977 

8 — L.  Rupp,  manure  978 

8 — Haas  &  Klein,  annual  reports 979 

8 — Matthews  &  Northrup,  illustrations   .  980 

April    I — Geo.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls    of  March,  1889  ...  981 
I — Geo.  H.Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  April  i.  18S9 982 

4 — Mackwirth  Bros.,  contracts,  Masten 

and  Bennett  Places 983 

4 — Bloomer  &  Bullard,  insurance 984 


Warrant  No         Amount. 
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«< 


ti 


6.09 
77.69 
14.12 
22.00 
53.50 
15  50 
9.50 
16.50 
20.50 
16.50 
8.00 
91.00 

249.50 
40.50 
16.50 
12.50 
19.50 
18.50 
34.00 

108.50 
19.50 

7750 

122.50 

12.00 

12.00 

68  00 

14.50 

3350 

12.50 

4.00 

25.00 

65.00 

80.00 

1,014.57 

954.60 

548.00 

38.75 
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1889  Wanrant  No.       Amoont 

April     4 — Daily  Times,  advertising 965  $        5.07 

"       4 — Thos.  Simpson,  manure 986  41-50 

"       4 — Chas.  Langfeldt,  manure 987  2.50 

4 — Florian  Feyl,  contract,  Masten  Place,  988  148.00 

**       4 — Geo.  P,  Germain  &  Son,  insurance,  989  4500 

**       4 — The  Courier  Co.,  advertising,  etc 990  5.42 

**       4 — Kate  Tolge,  feed  for  sheep 991  6.10 

"       4 — N.  G.  Huntington,  feed 992  I3*30 

*•     22— Geo.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  April  20,  1889. . .  993  1516.81 
May      I — Geo.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  roll  for  April,  1889 994  1017.07 

7 — Geo.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  roll  to  May  4,  1889  . . .  •  995  1567.37 
7 — F.    L.   &  J.   C.   Olmsted,  plans  for 

South  Park 996  4905.51 

7 — H.    E.   Schaft,    repairs.   Lake  View 

House 997  92  88 

7 — Wm.  McMillan,  freight  on  shrubs. .  998  25.63 

7 — J.  H.  Tilden,  mason  work 999  18.90 

7 — Harvey  Bros  ,  grass  seed 1000  saoo 

7 — W.  H.  Gibson,  turnips looi  6. 50 

7 — ^J.  T.  Neal,  joiner  work 1002  5.80 

7— J.  Lyth  &  Son,  tiling 1003  8.62 

7 — Geo.    £.    Matthews    &    Co.,    Daily 

Express 1004  2.00 

7 — Thos.  Meahan  &  Son,  trees,  shrubs, 

etc -. .  1005  177.71 

7 — EUwanger  &  Barry,  trees,  shrubs,  etc  ,  1006  290.27 

7 — W.  S.  Little,  trees,  shrubs,  etc 1007  218.50 

7 — P.  G.  Straub,  flagging 1008  786.35 

7 — H.  L.  Campbell,  plans  for  monument,  1009  50.00 
7 — M.  E.  Beebe  &  Son,  plans  for  monu- 
ment     loio  50.00 

7 — F.  A.  Calkins,  plans  for  monument,  loiz  50.00 
14 — Geo.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  May  11,  1889.  •  •  •  1012  2,274.63 
June     I — Geo.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  roll  of  May,  1889 1013  1,0x7.07 

3 — Geo.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  June  i,  1889 1014  1,871.23 


I* 

•  « 

11 

»« 
f  f 


If 
<i 
It 

!• 
«« 


l( 


I< 
(f 
1( 
<l 
<l 
II 
II 
(< 

«* 


45 

1889.                                                                                        Warrant  No.  Amoaot 

June     6— French  &  Kirkholder,  wooden  ware. .  1015        $      19.28 
•*       6 — Bell  Telephone  Co.,  rental  to  Nov. 

15,  1889 1016  25.00 

•'       6 — D.  W.  Harrington,   medical  services,  1017  5.00 

"       6— M.  S.  Boland,  printing 1018  5.00 

6 — S.  D.  Colie,  lumber 1019  53*88 

6 — N.  G.  Huntington,  feed  1020  21.98 

6 — Weed  &  Co.,  hardware 1021  25.38 

6^Bickford  &  Francis,  washers 1022  2.08 

6— John  Felton,  salt 1023  4.80 

6^Harvey  Bros.,  grass  seed 1024  20.00 

6— F.  S.  Pease,  oil 1025  1. 14 

6 — ^Jos.    Churchyard's   Sons,   repairs  of 

buildings 1026  67.45 

6 — F.  T.  Coppins,  painting 1027  7.00 

6 — A.  A.  Justin,  repairs  of  machinery. .  1028  228.54 

6— S.  G.  Le Valley,  powder  and  fuse  . . .  1029  4.45 
6 — Buffalo   Fine  Arts   Academy,    lawn 

seed 1030  24.00 

6 — Geo.  E.  Matthews  &  Co.,  advertising,  1031  2  67 

6 — P.  G.  Straub,  flagging 1032  213.00 

6 — Thos.  J.  Rogers,  tracings  of  bridge..  1033  lo.oo 
6 — H.  E.  Schaft,  boiler,  etc..  Lake  View 

House 1034  38.05 

18 — Geo.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  June  15,  1889. . . .  1035  ^^53. 25 
July      1 — Geo.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Tfeas- 

urer,  pay  roll  of  June,  1889 J036  1.029.57 

**       1 — Geo.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  June  29,  1889  . . .  1037  1,861.10 
2 — The  City  of  Buffalo,  local  assessments,  1038  9*059.03 

2 — Walbridge  &  Co.,  hardware 1039  77' 64 

2 — Goodyear  Robber  Co.,  hose,  etc  ....  1040  37- 50 

2 — ^J.  Elliott  &  Son,  repairing  awning. .  1041  7.50 
2 — Howard  Iron  Works,  lawn  seats  and 

grate 1042  202.46 

2 — J.  Lorenz,  painting  and  materials...  1043  661.22 

2 — Beals  &  Brown,  hardware 1044  23.75 

2 — C.  W.  Miller,  livery 1045  27  50 

2 — Weed  &  Co.,  hardware 1046  29.55 

2 — John  Felton,  salt 1047  4>oo 
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1889.  WarrsRi  No.        Amomat 

July     s— J.  F.  Dunham,  feed 1048        $      16.66 

a -H.  L.  Campbell,  services  as  architect,  1049  loaoo 

2 — French  &  Kirkholder,  wooden  ware.  1050  5.05 

2 — Geo  E.  Matthews,  advertising 105 1  2  51 

2 — Wm.  Rudolph,  repairing  mower 1052  2.00 

2 — ^A    A.  Justin,  repairing  machinery.  1053  68.00 
2— J.  £.  Robinson  &  Co. ,  blacksmithing,  1054  86.07 
2 — Thos.  J.  Rogers,  surveys  and  plans,  105s  120.00 
16 — Geo.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  July  13.  1889 1056  1,807.97 

29 — Geo.  H  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  July  27,  1889. . .  1057  1,776  2S 
2g — Geo.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  roll  of  July,  1889 1058  1,017.07 

Au^.    6 — Buffalo  East    Side    Street    Railway, 

paving  near  boat  house 1059  34  00 

6 — The  R.  Ovens*  Bakery,  crackers 1060  1.65 

6— C.  W.  Miller,  livery 1061  4000 

6— Buffalo  Gas  Light  Co.,  gas  at  Park 

Lake io6a  24.96 

6— Jas.  Milley,  plants 1063  75.20 

6— Becker  &  Wickser,  harness 1064  7.45 

6— Weed  &  Co.,  hardware 1065  16  85 

6— Florian  Feyl,  painting 1066  559-35 

6 — Smith  &  Davis,  insurance 1067  105.00 

6— John  T.  Neal,  joiner  work 1068  22  03 

•  •       5 — ^jos.    Churchyard's  Sons,    work   on 

Parade  House 1069  1,29361 

••       6— L.  P.  Beyer  &  Co.,  plumbing 1070  241.64 

••       6— F.  S    Pease,  oil 1071  7.98 

«       6 — Buffalo  Germicide  Co.,  use  of  attach- 
ments   1072  27.00 

6 — Geo.  E.  Matthews  &  Co.,  advertising,  1073  3.90 

6— Hersee  &  Co.,  furniture 1074  29.85 

6 — Hoeffler  Bros  ,  work  at  Masten  Place,  1075  10.00 

6 — A.  A.  Justin,  repairs  of  machinery. .  1076  38.90 

6— John  Lorenz,  paints  and  oil 1077  ^   105.40 

6— Howard    Iron    Works,    grates    and 

frames 1078  59-37 

6-~Walbridge  &  Co.,  hardware 1079  i'-?^ 

6— M.  S.  Boland,  printing 1080  8.50 
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t889-  Warrant  No.        Amount. 

Aug.     6 — H  L.  Campbell,  services  as  architect*  1081  $    15000 

6 — C.  F.  Ghristensen,  plants 1083  269  86 

6 — J.  F.  Dunhatn,  feed 1083  63.59 

6— Citizens  Gas  Co.,  gas  at  Parade 1084  6  08 

6— John  Miller,  gravel 1085  516.00 

6 — P.  G  Straub,  flagging,  Bennett  Place,  1086  334.30 

6 — Mrs.  D.  Newland,  plants 1087  10.00 

6 — Wm.  8cott,   plants 1088  235.33 

6 — Jacob  Hess,  stakes 1089  15-75 

6 — Conrad  Spiesz,  plants 1090  7.50 

13 — Geo»  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Aug.  10,  1889...  1091  1,970.09 
*     36 — Geo.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas^ 

urer,  pay  rolls  to  Aug.  34,  1889. . . .  1093  1.^90.43 
*'     31 — Geo  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  roll  of  Aug.  1889 1093  1,017.07 

Sept.     3 — Bickford  &  Francis,  leather  hose ....  1094  30. 14 

3 — C.  W.  Miller,  livery 1095  9. 50 

3 — Geo.  E.  Matthews  &  Co.,  Daily  Ex- 
press 3  mos 1096  3.00 

3 — The  Courier  Co.,  Directory 1097  4. 50 

3 — Goodyear  Rubber  Co. ,  repairing  hose,  1098  21. 75 

3 —Union  Insurance  Co.,  insurance....  1099  40.00 

3— F.  S.  Pease,  oil uoo  8.38 

3 — The  City  of  Buffalo,  local  assessments,  i  loz  567.03 

3 — Loegler  &  Ladd,  tools iioa  9.30 

3 — French  &  Kirkholder,  wooden  ware,  1103  4.50 

3 — Henry  Hartke,  stepping  stones .. .   .  1104  30.00 

3 — A.  A.  Justin,  repairs  to  machinery .. .  1105  4.45 
3 — McConnell  &  Williams,  on  contract 

paving  Humboldt  Parkway 1106  5,000.00 

3 — McConnell  &  Williams,  on  contract 

paving  Humboldt  Parkway 1107  ^,500.00 

3 — Wm.  McMillan,  traveling  expenses.  1108  6.50 

3 — S.  D.  Colie,   lumber 1109  840.94 

3 — Thos.  Dark  &  Sons,  repairing  foun- 

«      tains,  etc mo  78.37 

9 — Geo.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Sept.  7,  1889  ...  mi  1,633.56 
33 — Geo.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Sept.  31,  1S89. ...  ma  1,376.03 
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Nov. 


44 
<l 

44 
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44 
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30 — Geo.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  roll  of  Sept.  1889 

I — R.  E.  Andrews,   steel  measure  

I — Buffalo  Cement  Co.,  cement 

I — Buffalo  Gas  Light  Co.,  moving  lamps, 

I — M.  S.  Boland,   printing 

I — Goodyear  Rubber  Co.,  hose 

I — Weed  &  Co  ,  hardware 

I — ^J.  Lyth  &  Son.  tiling 

I — Bickford  &  Francis,  hose 

I — G   E.  Matthews  &  Co.,  advertising.. 

I — Citizens  Gas  Co. ,  gas  at  Parade  .... 

I — Bloomer  &  Bullard,  insurance. ...... 

I — City  of  Buffalo,  local  assessment  . . . 

I — Becker  &  Wickser,  harness 

I — Thos.  J.  Rogers,  surveys  and  plans, 

I — H    L.  Campbell,  services  as  architect, 

I — McConnell  &  Williams,  on  contract, 
Humboldt  Parkway 

I — Levi  J.  Waters,  Inspector  paving  . . . 

I — J.  E.  Robinson  &  Co.,  repairs  of  ma- 
chinery  

I — A.  A.  Justin,  repairs  of  machinery. . . 

I — ^J.  R.  Munroe,  lumber,  etc 

I — ^John  Lorenz,  paints  and  oils 

I — Richard  Johnson,  services  as  engineer 

7 — Geo.  H.  Selkirk.  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Oct.  5,  1889 

ai — Geo.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Oct.  19,  1889. . . . 
31 — Geo.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  roll  of  Oct.  1889 11 38 

6~Geo  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Nov.  a,  1889. . . .       T139 

13 — Loegler  &  Ladd,  hardware 1140 

13 — Geo.  E  Matthews  &  Co.,  Daily  Ex- 
press 3  mos 1 141 

13— J.  Lyth  &  Son,  tile 1142 

13— D.  Hotaling,   flagging 1143 

13— Walbridge  &  Co. ,  hardware 1144 

13 — Buffalo  Gas  Light  Co. ,  moving  lamps,      1 145 


WammtNo 

Amoont. 

III3 

$1,029.57 

II 14 

600 

III5 

560 

III6 

14.00 

III7 

4.50 

1118 

2.25 

1119 

13.71 

tI20 

126.80 

1 121 

12.00 

1 129 

3.60 

IZ23 

5.76 

1 124 

45.00 

II25 

3,004.02 

II26 

2.83 

1127 

140.00 

II28 

150.00 

1x29 

7,000.00 

II30 

go.  00 

II31 

ioa36 

II32 

4.00 

"33 

149.65 

"34 

18.74 

"35 

125.00 

1 136 

i.5»6.45 

"37 

1.724.85 

1,017.07 

1,723  22 
a.75 

2.00 

13.72 
116.20 

1.70 

12.00 
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13 — J.  F.  Durham,  feed.. ...   

13— Citizens  gas  Co.    gas  at  Parade  . .   . 
13 — Buffalo  Germicide  Co.,  use  of  ma- 
chines   

13— Weed  &  Co.,  hardware 

13 — Barber  Asphalt  Co.,    crushed  stone, 
13 — Barber  Asphalt  Co.,  on  contract  for 

paving  Circle 

13 — Brady  &  Maltby,  cut  stone 

13 — City  of  Buffalo,  local  assessments. . . 
13 — G.  &  T.  D.  Macnoe,  copying  specifi- 

cations 

13 — S.  D.  Colie,  lumber 

13 — Beier  &  Brinker.  coal 

13 — A.  P.  Kehr  &  Co.,  on  coutract,  stone 

for  monument 

13 — G.  H.  Jones's  Sons,  repairing  fence . . 

13 — T.  J.  Rogers,  surveys  and  plans 

13 — R.  Johnson,  services  as  engineer. . . . 

13 — P.  G.  Straub,  flagging 

19 — Geo.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Nov.  16,  1889. . . 
2 — Geo.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  roll  of  Nov.  1889 

2— Geo.  H.  Selkirk.  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Nov.  30,  1889... 
4 — McConnell  &  Williams,  paving  inter- 
section Humboldt  Parkway 

4 — German  Insurance  Co.,  insurance. . . 
4 — German  Rock  Asphalt  Co.,  on  con- 
tract paving  bank 

4 — McConnell  &  Williams,  stone 

4 — Nich.  Batt,  gravel 

4 — ^John  Miller,  gravel 

4 — Jacob  Hess,  stakes 

4 — A.  M.  HoUoway,  cut  stone 

4 — Wm.  Baynes,   sweeping  park  roads, 

4 — S.  D.  Colie,  lumber 

4 — L.  J.  Waters,  Inspector t . 

4 — L.  D.  Waters,  Inspector 

4 — G.  W.  Gillespie,  Inspector 


Warrant  No. 
1 146 
1147 

1 148 

1 149 

1 150 

II51 
1152 

'153 

II54 
"55 
1156 

"57 
1158 

"59 
1160 

1161 

1 162 

1 163 

1164 

1165 
1166 

1 167 
1168 
X169 
1 170 
I171 
1 172 

"73 

"74 

"75 
1176 

"77 


Amount. 

$       62.87 

8.16 

21.00 

13.08 
120.80 

5»2I2.50 

192.42 

9.834  42 

2  00 
16659 

9-45 
z,ooooo 

6.38 

70.00 
400  60 
428.00 

1,882.16 

1,017.07 

834,49 

2,402.83 
20.00 

3,500.00 
51.00 

429.75 

421.60 

5.«7 
47.63 
200.00 
12.68 
78.00 
82  00 
54.00 
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1  278.40 

II79 

1,200.00 

II80 

1.30 

II8I 

2.45 

1 183 

«3-50 

1 183 

127.92 

II84 

100.00 

1185 

25.00 

1186 

142.50 

II87 

7.50 

XI88 

444.86 

1189 

256.18 

50 

X889.  Warrant  No.       Amooat. 

\ — Barber  Asphalt  Co.,  crushed  stone. . 

\ — D.  Hotaling,  flagging 1179 

\ — Geo.  E.  Matthews  &  Co.,  advertising. 

\ — L.  G.  LeValley,   powder 

-C,  W.  Miller,  livery 

(—Buffalo  City  Water  Works,  hydrants, 

pipe,   etc 

\ — Thos.  Dark  &  Sona,  receivers 

\ — Bell  Telephone  Co.,   rental  to   May 

15,  1890 .   . . 

\ — Stringer  &  Cady»  insurance 

\ — ^J.  D.  Warren's  Sons 1187 

16 — Geo.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Dec.  14,  1889  ■  •  -  • 
31 — Geo.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Dec.  31,  1889. . . 
•'     31— Geo.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  roll  of  Dec.  1889 1190  1,029.57 

1890. 
Jan'y     8 — Buffalo  Cas  Light  Co.,  gas  at  Parade^       1x91  12.64 

8 — Weed  &  Co ,  hardware        1 193  16. 19 

8 — Courier  Co.,  advertising x  193  3  60 

8 — Barber  Asphalt  Co.,  curbing 1194  6  6o 

8 — Buffalo  Xews,  advertising 11 95  9,00 

8 — Buffalo  Vulcanite  Co.,  use  of  roller. .       1196  154-33 

8— C.  W.  Miller,  livery 1197  10.00 

8 — G.  W.  Gillespie,  inspecting  bank....       1x98  51.00 

8 — Henry  Harter,  stone i  X99  9.00 

8 — M.  S.  Boland,  printing X20o  4.00 

8 — ^J.  E.  Robinson  &  Co.,  repairs  of  ma- 
chinery         1201  50. 57 

'*       8 — German  Rock  Asphalt  Co.,   paving 

bank 1203  132.50 

4«       g — Henry  Umbehaum,  manure 1203  4.00 

'*       8 — Becker  &  Wickser,  harness 1204  i.oo 

<•       8 — w.  A.  Lund,  repairs  of  machinery. . .  1205  2.50 

•••       8 — City  of  Buffalo,  local  assessments .. .  1206  5»059.23 

*•       8 — E.  Fischer,  blacksmithing 1207  7.05 

8 — J.  F.  Dunham,  feed 1208  34-44 

8 — L.  P.  Beyer  &  Co.,  plumbing. 1209  200.00 

**       8 — Chas.  Berrick,  material  soldiers'  mon> 

ument i3io  Ii9i7.i£ 
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iSgo.                                                                                   Warrant  No.  Amount. 

Jan.      8 — H.  L.  Campbell,  services  as  architect,  121 1  $    100.00 

8 — Nicholas  Batt,  gravel 1212  28  50 

8 — McDonnell  &  Sons,  work  on  soldiers' 

monument 1213  2,000.00 

8 — Geo.  £.  Matthews  &  Co.,  Daily 12 16  1.84 

8— John  T.  Neal,  joiner  work 1217  4.30 

8 — J,  Felton,  salt 12x8  1.25 

8 — ^Geo.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, office  disbursements r2i9  83-65 

8— J.  Lyth  &  Son,  tile 1220  83.01 

8^City  of  Buffalo,  local  assessments .. .  1221  485.50 


Total  expenditures  Park  Fund,  1889. . .  $187,551.90 
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To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council  of  the  City 
of  Buffalo : 

The  Park  Commissioners  submit  herewith  their 
twenty-first  annual  report : 

RECEIPTS  AND   EXPENDITURES. 

The  amount  of  the  annual  appropriation  was  $92,150.00 

Balance  on  hand  from  the  fund  of  1889 16,645.92 

Receipts  from  rents  and  sundry  sales 2,852.42 

Total  resources $11 1,648.34 

Total  expenditures  amount  to 1 10,148.34 

Balance  to  fund  of  1891 $     1,500.00 

A  general  abstract  of  all  receipts  and  expenditures 
is  appended  to  this  report. 

The  balante  on  hand  of  $1,500  is  the  amount  ap- 
propriated to  pay  one-half  of  the  cost  of  repairing 
Jewett  avenue.  The  preliminary  proceedings  for  this 
work  were,  from  various  causes,  so  long  delayed  that 
the  assessment  to  pay  the  other  half  of  the  cost  was 
not  levied  in  time  to  permit  the  work  to  be  done  in 
proper  season.  The  law  provides  that  in  work  on 
any  park  approach  where  one-half  the  cost  is  to  be  paid 
by  local  assessment,  the  other  half  appropriated  from 
the  General  Fund  shall  not  be  used  for  any  other  pur- 
pose. The  above  sum  must  therefore  be  carried  for- 
ward as  a  balance  to  be  used  for  this  work  next  season. 


In  the  general  management  of  the  work,  desirable  to 
be  done  during  the  year,  we  have  been  much  hampered 
by  the  unusual  action  of  the  Common  Council,  of  last 
year,  in  cutting  down  by  more  than  one-third  the  esti- 
mates submitted  by  this  Department  for  ordinary 
maintenance  and  usual  repairs.  The  estimate  was 
made  on  the  basis  of  the  actual  and  necessary  expen- 
diture of  former  years  as  shown  in  several  previous 
reports.  No  material  reduction  under  these  heads 
could  be  made  except  by  permitting  slovenly  and  im- 
provident conditions  of  maintenance  discreditable  to 
the  City.  The  reduced  appropriation  caused  a  de- 
ficiency of  nearly  $15,000,  which  had  to  be  made  up 
by  postponing  for  a  year  several  minor  improvements, 
and  transferring  the  sums  appropriated  for  these  items 
to  pay  for  maintenance  work  which  was  absolutely 
necessary. 

The  annual  estimates  are  carefully  considered  by 
the  Appropriate  Committee,  and  the  report  of  this 
Committee  is  reviewed  by  the  Board  item  by  item, 
nothing  being  allowed  except* what  seems  necessary  to 
meet  the  most  pressing  needs  of  the  Department. 
Estimates  were  submitted  for  some  important  im- 
provements which  the  Council  disallowed.  New 
improvements,  however  important,  may  at  times  be 
postponed  for  a  year  or  more  without  serious  disadvan- 
tage, but  the  delay  only  makes  their  construction  all 
the  more  urgent  in  the  immediate  future.  The  local 
improvement  of  a  large  area  of  the  low  lands,  adjacent 
to  Scajaquada  creek  on  each  side  of  Humboldt  Park- 
way, is  prevented  by  the  delay  in  building  the  perma- 


nent  culvert-bridge  necessary  across  the  full  width  of 
this  Parkway,  the  estimate  for  which  was  one  of  the 
items  disallowed.  The  sewerage  of  the  abutting  lands 
must  also  await  the  completion  of  the  grade  of  the 
Parkway  in  this  section. 

NEW   IRON   BRIDGE. 

At  the  Park  the  only  important  new  work  of  the 
year  is  the  iron  bridge  on  the  line  of  the  main  drive 
across  the  northerly  arm  of  the  lake.  It  is  built  on  the 
same  masonry  foundations  as  the  former  wooden 
structure,  and  was  erected  during  the  summer  months 
without  any  stoppage  of  the  Park  travel.  It  is  a  struc- 
ture of  considerable  importance,  not  only  as  a  roadway 
bridge,  but  also  as  a  prominent  feature  in  the  land- 
scape, the  site  it  occupies  being  the  focus  of  many 
attractive  points  of  view  on  either  side.  Seen  from 
the  drive  the  asphalted  roadway  and  footpaths  give 
the  bridge  an  aspect  of  solidity  like  that  of  any  street 
pavement.  Viewed  from  the  water  the  successful 
combination  of  the  structural  and  ornamental  features 
is  strikingly  prominent,  if  near  enough  to  be  seen  in 
detail,  while  at  a  distance  its  light  and  graceful  form  is 
a  pleasant  picture  worthy  of  its  place  in  the  scene. 

The  series  of  narrow  concrete  arches  with  asphalt 
•surface  which  form  the  bridge  floor  is  a  comparatively 
new  departure  in  such  work.  Under  the  trying  con- 
ditions to  which  it  will  be  exposed  it  is  somewhat  of 
an  experiment,  as  success  will  so  largely  depend  on 
the  surface  being  kept  perfectly  water-tight.  The 
principle  of  construction  is  the  same  as  in   fireproof 


8 

buildings  where  the  narrower  spaces  between  the 
iron  floor  beams  are  bridged  with  low  arches  of  brick, 
or  tile,  or  concrete  on  corrugated  iron  plates  as  in  the 
bridge.  The  plans  were  drawn  by  Mr.  George  K. 
Radford  of  New  York,  and  the  iron  work  was  con- 
structed and  set  in  place  by  the  King  Iron  Bridge  Co., 
of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  The  total  cost,  including  inciden- 
tal work  on  the  masonry  and  road  bed  of  the  abut- 
ments, is  about  $14,000,  which  was  paid  from  the 
appropriation  made  for  this  work  the  previous  year. 


THE   PARK   PICNIC   GROVES. 

As  stated   in   the  last  report  negotiations  were  in 

progress  at  the  end  of  the  year  for  the  establishment 

of  a  line  of  park  phaetons,  or  other  light  vehicles  of 
suitable  capacity,  to  run  between  the  picnic  grounds 

near  the  street  car  terminus  and  the  Oak  Grove  on  the 

northeast  side  of  the   Meadow.     If  some  cheap  and 

regular  conveyance  to  and   from  this  grove  could  be 

furnished  to  park  visitors,  it  was  believed  that  it  would 

soon  become  a  popular  picnic  resort,  to  the  great  relief 

of  the  present  grounds  which  are  often  overcrowded. 

A  contract  was  finally  made  with  John  C.  Level  &  Co., 

to  furnish  four  phaetons,  and  place  them  on  the  above 

route  early  in  the  summer.     They  were  also  to  make 

such  connections  with   Belt   Line  trains  at  Colvin  or 

Main  streets  as  might  after  trial  be  deemed  expedient. 

But  owing  to  some  unfortunate  business  difficulties 

the  control  of  the  vehicles  passed  into  other  hands 

about  the  time  they  were  ready  for  the  service,  and 


they  were  withdrawn  for  use  elsewhere,  after  two  of 
them  had  in  fact  begun  running  on  the  park  route. 

In  connection  with  this  carriage  service  it  was  in- 
tended to  build  in  the  northeast  grove  a  suitable  pavil- 
ion for  public  use,  and  also  a  small  structure  with  the 
necessary  lavatory  and  closet  accommodations.  It  had 
also  been  contemplated  to  construct  a  loop  drive  from 
the  North  Meadow  gate  to  the  Farmstead,  the  route 
passing  near  the  grove.  This  would  not  only  give  con- 
venient access  to  the  grove  as  a  picnic  ground,  but  would 
also  furnish  an  agreeable  alternative  route  to  visitors 
in  vehicles  making  the  circuit  of  the  meadow.  But 
both  drive  and  buildings  had  to  be  postponed  because 
of  the  deficiency  in  the  Maintenance  Fund. 

The  large  area  in  this  section  of  the  park  exterior  to 
the  circuit  drive  was  originally  designed  as  a  pasturage 
for  deer.  But  the  carrying  out  of  this  plan  has  hitherto 
been  prevented,  partly  by  the  cost  of  enclosing  so  large 
a  range  with  a  fence  of  sufficient  height  and  strength, 
partly  by  the  belief  that  the  fence  would  be  an  un- 
sightly feature  in  the  landscape,  and  partly  by  the 
desire  to  utilize  this  section  for  picnic  amusements  and 
athletic  sports,  for  which  the  site  has  many  special  ad- 
vantages, not  possessed  by  the  present  picnic  grounds. 
This  work  should  be  done  the  coming  season  as  the 
present  grounds  will  soon  have  little  greensward  left  if 
the  excessive  tramping  of  the  crowds  be  not  abated. 
Apart  from  the  proposed  carriage  service  the  Meadow 
Park  will,  hereafter,  be  conveniently  accessible  to  the 
general  public  by  the  electric  street  cars  on  Main  street 
now  running  out  beyond  the  Park. 
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REPAIRS  OF  BUILDINGS,   ETC 

Several  of  the  park  structures  are  being  damaged 
by  sun  and  rain  for  want  of  painting  and  other  minor 
repairs,  which  have  necessarily  been  postponed  for  a 
year.  Repairs  of  this  nature  when  not  done  in  time 
become  very  costly  by  delay,  as  the  damage  goes  on  at 
a  constantly  increasing  rate.  In  fact  all  maintenance 
work,  the  care  and  keeping  of  either  buildings,  grounds, 
or  roads,  is  done  at  least  expense  when  done  properly 
at  the  right  time.  But  in  wooden  buildings  the  evil 
effects  of  delay  are  perhaps  more  quickly  seen  and 
more  easily  understood.  The  boundary  fences  of  the 
Park  and  of  the  Parade  are  becoming  especially  un- 
sightly and  discreditable.  Put  up  at  first  in  the  '*  post 
and  board  **  form  as  a  cheap  and  temporary  make-shift, 
they  have  been  allowed  to  remain  much  longer  than 
was  originally  intended,  and  are  now  at  all  points  in  a 
very  shaky  and  dilapidated  condition.  Gaps  are  con- 
tinually being  made  either  by  accident  or  design,  and 
wherever  they  occur  the  temptation  to .  the  dishonest 
passerby  to  break  down  and  steal  is  apparently  irresist- 
able.  Much  damage  to  the  border  grounds  and  plan- 
tations is  also  done  by  the  general  invitation  to  trespass 
which  is  constantly  held  out  by  any  rail  fence.  All  the 
wooden  fencing  should  be  replaced  with  a  boundary 
fence  of  iron  pickets,  which  is  durable,  impassable, 
relatively  cheap,  and  unobstructive  to  the  view  from 
either  side. 

SOLDIERS*  AND  SAILORS*   MONUMENT. 

The  reconstruction  of  the  Soldiers'  and  Sailors' 
Monument,  in    Lafayette  Square,  is   now  practically 
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completed.  During  last  winter  a  large  amount  of 
tedious  work  was  done  in  repairing  the  damaged  con- 
dition of  the  carving  and   lettering  on   certain  of  the 

circular  stones  of  the  shaft.  On  two  of  the  stones  it 
was  necessary  to  remove  all  trace  of  the  former  sculp- 
ture by  cutting  off  the  surface  for  more  than  an  inch 
in  depth  all  around.  The  two  long  inscriptions  on  the 
principal  stone  of  the  shaft  were  thus  cut  off  and 
again  inscribed.  Owing  to  prolonged  delay  in  the 
delivery  from  the  quarries  in  Maine,  of  several  granite 
stones  fpund  to  be  necessary  in  addition  to  the  speci- 
fications of  the  first  contract,  the  work  of  rebuilding 
was  not  resumed  until  mid-summer.  This  delay  pro- 
voked considerable  public  impatience,  but  when  the 
work  was  resumed  rapid  progress  was  made,  and  the 
masonry  was  finished  in  good  season. 

Below  the  corner  stone  level  all  the  work  is  new,  and 
the  plan  is  wholly  different  from  that  of  the  former 
base.  This  change  remedies  an  acknowledged  defect 
of  the  original  plan,  which  was  partly  hidden  by  placing 
a  mound  of  earth  all  around  the  rubble  masonry  above 
the  general  ground  level.  The  new  portion  is  a  broad 
and  massive  buttress  of  granite,  octagon  in  form,  with 
steps  on  four  of  the  sides  leading  up  to  a  raised  plat- 
form or  promenade,  surrounding  the  base.  Eight 
broad  coping  stones  projecting  at  the  angles  are  in- 
tended as  pedestals  on  which  may  be  placed  mortars, 
cannon,  cannon  balls,  or  other  trophies  of  the  late  war. 
We  hope  the  City  will  be  able  to  obtain  these  relics 
from  the  War  Department  by  formal  application  there- 
for, or  by  petition  to  Congress,  if  necessary.     So  long 
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been  steadily  encroaching  on  the  shore,  and  filling  is 
liable  to  be  washed  away  unless  first  protected  by  some 
efficient  shore-wall  or  breakwater.  As  the  water  is 
shallow  for  a  long  distance  from  the  shore  line  the  area 
of  this  section  could  be  nearly  doubled  by  building  the 
protecting  wall  or  bulkhead  near  the  line  of  navigable 
water,  which  is  near  the  old  shore  line,  to  which  the 
lots  formerly  extended.  The  land  behind  the  wall 
could  be  filled  up  to  any  level  desired,  and  a  very  at- 
tractive promenade  could  be  laid  out  along  its  frontier 
margin.  The  adjacent  water  front  could  be  utilized 
for  boating  and  bathing,  by  building  suitable  piers, 
slips,  shelter  houses,  and  sanitarium  pavilions. 

This  Department  having  full  control  of  the  shore 
could  probably  obtain  a  fair  income  as  rent  for  all 
structures  to  be  built  thereon.  It  could  exercise  or 
lease  the  exclusive  right  to  use  the  boat  landings,  and 
make  such  regulations  for  the  hiring  of  boats  that  the 
large  body  of  smooth  water  now  partly  enclosed  and 
protected  by  the  long  mole  or  breakwater,  known  as 
^'  Bird  Island  Pier,"  could  be  safely  utilized  for  boating 
recreation  by  the  public,  in  much  the  same  manner  as 
on  the  Park  Lake.  But  such  opportunities  for  health- 
ful and  popular  recreation  as  the  site  may  afiFord,  are 
partly  offset  by  the  limitations  imposed  by  the  close 
proximity  of  the  canal,  the  railroad,  and  the  ship 
channel,  all  lying  near  together  and  really  dividing  the 
Front  into  three  detached  sections.  As  the  best 
method  of  preparing  this  new  section  for  public  use  is 
an  important  problem,  we  have  requested  Mr.  F.  L. 
Olmsted,  the   Park  Architect,   to  study  the  question 
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and  submit   a  plan  of  improvement   for  our  examin- 
ation. 

PROPOSED  SOUTH  PARK  SITES. 

The  question  of  selecting  one  or  more  suitable  sites 
for  park  purposes  on  the  south  side  of  the  city  con- 
tinued to  occupy  our  attention  for  a  large  part  of  the 
year.  As  stated  in  our  last  annual  report  two  sites  had 
at  that  date  been  selected,  and  the  resolutions  embody; 
ing  such  action  had  been  sent  to  the  Common  Council 
for  ratification  or  rejection.  But  on  our  recommen- 
dation further  action  thereon  was  delayed,  pending  the 
passage  of  an  Act  by  the  State  Legislature  giving  the 
Park  Board  authority  to  abandon  the  proceedings  in 
any  case,  if  the  awards  made  under  such  proceedings 
should  seem  to  the  Board  to  be  higher  than  the  prop- 
erty would  be  worth  to  the  City  for  park  purposes. 
An  Act  giving  this  power  was  passed  on  April  2 1st. 

The  whole  question  was  then  taken  up  anew,  and 
once  more  a  careful  study  was  made  of  the  advantages 
and  disadvantages  of  all  available  sites.  As  a  result  of 
this  further  investigation  the  Board  on  June  9th  adopt- 
ed resolutions  rejecting  the  first  site  formerly  chosen 
on  the  Mineral  Spring  road  and  Seneca  street  contain- 
ing about  30  acres,  and  in  its  stead  locating  a  tract  of 
about  76  acres  on  both  banks  of  Cazenovia  creek  on 
the  south  side  of  Cazenovia  street. 

The  second  site  formerly  located  on  the  west  side  of 
White's  Corners  road,  near  the  City  Line,  was  again 
approved  with  the  same  boundary  lines  as  before.  The 
area  of  this  tract  is  about  141  acres,  exclusive  of  about 
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IS  acres  of  the  unoccupied  part  of  "Howard  Cemetery," 
which  must  necessarily  be  included  to  obtain  a  satis- 
factory boundary  line,  and  to  secure  to  the  best  advan- 
tage the  public  use  of  the  adjacent  lands  of  the  site. 
As  this  Cemetery  now  belongs  to  the  City,  this  portion 
of  it  in  which  very  few  interments  have  yet  been  made, 
can  be  set  apart  for  park  purposes  whenever  such  action 
shall  be  found  to  be  desirable. 

A  third  site  was  located  on  the  Lake  Shore  on  the 
South  Margin  of  the  City  Line,  and  including  all  the 
land  west  of  the  Hamburg  Turnpike,  generally  known 
as  ^^  Stony  Point."  It  contains  about  62  acres,  and 
has  a  frontage  on  the  Lake  of  nearly  3,000  feet.  The 
total  area  of  the  three  sites  is  about  294  acres,  includ- 
ing the  vacant  part  of  '*  Howard  Cemetery." 

On  July  28th,  the  above  action  of  the  Board  was 
confirmed  by  the  Common  Council,  and  resolutions 
were  passed  making  application  to  the  Superior  Court 
for  the  appointment  of  three  Appraisal  Commissioners 
to  take  testimony  and  determine  the  value  of  the  lands 
and  the  buildings  thereon.  On  September  3d  the 
Court  appointed  Messrs.  Jewett  M.  Richmond,  George 
Sandrock,  and  James  M.  Humphrey,  as  the  members 
of  this  commission.  During  the  next  three  months 
these  Commissioners  held  many  sessions  and  gave  full 
hearing  to  all  legal  testimony  offered.  On  December 
31st  they  submitted  their  reports  to  the  Court.  The 
amount  awarded  for  the  first  site  is  $46,944.00,  for  the 
second  site  $86,515.00,  and  for  the  third  site  $39,098.75, 
the  whole  awards  footing  up  $172,557.75. 
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In  order  to  reserve  to  the  City  the  right  to  reject 
or  accept  separately,  different  sections  of  the  lands, 
without  affecting  the  proceedings  taken  for  the  others, 
nine  separate  proceedings  were  instituted.  The  Ap- 
praisal Commissioners  accordingly  acted  on  each  pro- 
ceeding independently,  and  have  rendered  to  the  Court 
nine  separate  reports.  For  the  Stony  Point  property 
there  were  four  proceedings,  for  the  White's  Corners 
tract  four,  and  one  for  the  several  parcels  and  premises 
on  Cazenovia  creek. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  held  on  January 
6th  the  awards  made  under  each  of  the  several  pro- 
ceedings were  duly  considered.  It  is  the  opinion  of 
the  Board  that  the  awards  as  a  whole  are  as  fair  and 
just  to  the  City  as  can  reasonably  be  expected  under 
the  unfavorable  conditions  which  prevail  in  all  public 
condemnation  proceedings,  and  which  are  liable  to 
affect  the  impartiality  of  the  testimon}'  given.  A 
resolution  was  therefore  adopted  by  the  Board  en- 
dorsing the  report  of  the  Appraisal  Commission,  and 
requesting  the  Corporation  Counsel  to  apply  to  the 
Court  for  its  confirmation.  But  our  action  is  not  bind- 
ing either  on  the  City  or  on  the  owners  of  the 
property  condemned.  The  whole  matter  will  now 
come  before  the  Court,  where  argument  may  be  heard 
either  for  or  against  the  confirmation  of  the  reports 
of  the  Appraisers.  The  decision  of  the  Court  will  be 
binding  on  both  sides  unless  appeal  be  taken  to  a 
higher  tribunal. 

In  all  our  action  on  this  difficult  problem  the  Board 
has  endeavored  not  only  to  select  the  most  available 
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and  practical  sites,  but  also  to  be  guided  by  public 
opinion  as  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  general 
scheme. '  The  project  for  the  creation  of  one  or  more 
parks  in  the  13th  ward,  or  town  of  West  Seneca,  has 
now  been  before  our  citizens  for  about  four  years.  In  such 
an  important  matter  involving  a  large  expenditure  of 
money,  not  only  for  the  lands,  but  for  future  improve- 
ments and  maintenance,  this  Board  has  acted  with  due 
deliberation,  in  order  that  the  question  in  all  its  bear- 
ings might  be  /uUy  understood  by  the  people,  and 
their  wishes  be  fully  expressed.  Our  share  in  the  work 
of  establishing  a  South  side  system  of  Parks  has  not 
been  to  initiate  or  force  any  special  project,  but  sinply 
to  comply,  to  the  best  of  our  judgment,  with  the  Reso- 
lutions of  the  Common  Council  and  the  Acts  of  the 
Legislature.  If  public  sentiment  be  opposed  to  the 
acquisition  of  these  lands  for  park  recreation,  it  has  not 
been  strongly  manifested  through  the  press  or  other- 
wise. We,  therefore,  hope  that  our  work  as  it  now 
draws  toward  its  final  conclusion  will  be  fully  endorsed 
by  your  honorable  body  and  by  the  community  at  large. 

SOUTH  SIDE  PARKWAYS. 

As  soon  as  these  condemnation  proceedings  are  defi- 
nitely settled,  the  related  question  of  park  approaches 
will  come  up  for  consideration.  The  law  authorizes  the 
Board  to  locate  certain  parkways  either*  on  the  leading 
lines  of  expected  park  travel  in  the  future,  or  on  lines 
connecting  the  several  parks  with  each  other.  In  any 
proceedings  for  the  taking  of  lands  for  the  opening  or 
widening  of  such  streets,  the  costs  to  the  city  will  be 
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very  slight  as  the  appraisers  in  fixing  the  awards,  (if 
condemnation  proceedings  be  necessary),  may  estimate 
and  determine  the  benefits  as  well  as  the  damages. 
This  is  the  rule  in  all  like  proceedings  with  regard  to 
other  city  streets,  and  there  is  no  just  reason  why 
parkways  should  be  an  exception.  Neither  is  there  any 
reason  why  the  city  should  assume  one  half  the  cost 
of  improving  such  approaches  unless  they  are  of  extra 
width  to  permit  of  special  park-like  embellishment,  or 
are  so  located  that  nearly  all  the  travel  to  and  from 
these  parks  in  the  future  will  naturally  concentrate 
upon  them. 

In  this  connection  the  present  seems  an  opportune 
occasion  for  us  to  renew  a  suggestion,  made  in  a  pre- 
vious report,  viz  :  that  all  the  leading  avenues  of  this 
region  from  Abbey  street  to  the  Potters'  Corners  road 
inclusive,  should  be  widened  to  lOO  feet.  Fortunately 
there  are  as  yet  few  or  no  buildings  in  the  way.  The 
widening  would  not  only  benefit  abutting  property  by 
giving  a  frontage  on  a  wider  street,  but  also  by  facil- 
itating the  future  development  of  all  the  section  south 
of  the  river.  The  question  of  building  electric  street 
car  lines  for  rapid  transit  on  some  of  these  avenues  is 
already  being  mooted.  Let  us  be  warned  in  time  by 
witnessing  the  sad  spectacle  of  the  cramped  conditions 
under  which  rapid  transit  is  now  being  attempted  in 
the  adjacent  region  north  of  the  river. 

On  the  other  hand,  let  us  try  to  imagine  how  differ- 
ent the  conditions  for  the  future  welfare  and  conven- 
ience  of  the  residents  of  the  whole  east-half  of  the  City 
would  have  been  to-day  if  the  old  trunk  lines  of  travel 
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from  the  Country  toward  the  City  had  all  been  estab- 
lished, when  first  laid  out,  with  the  same  width  as 
Broadway.  It  would  thus  have  been  now  a  simple 
problem  to  provide  double  track  lines  of  electric  cars 
on  such  streets  as  Elk,  Seneca,  Clinton,  William,  Syca- 
more, Genesee,  Jefferson  and  Michigan.  The  benefit 
to  abutting  property  would  have  been  immeasurably 
greater  than  is  now  possible,  and  so  certain  to  follow, 
that  rapid  transit  would  be  welcomed  where  now  it  is 

feared.       The     "  penny-wise    pound-foolish "    policy 

• 

which  permitted  the  golden  opportunity  to  slip  by  un- 
improved should  not  any  longer  be  followed  south  of 
the  River.  We  take  the  liberty  of  again  calling  public 
attention  to  this  matter,  because  it  is  related  intimately 
with  any  parkway  scheme,  and  because  the  time  to  ac- 
complish such  an  important  improvement  is  emphat- 
ically *'  now  or  never." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SHERMAN  S.  JEWETT, 

* 

President. 
CHAS.  F.  BISHOP, 
JOHN  C.  GRAVES, 
JACOB  HASSELBECK, 
WILLIAM  HENGERER, 
BRITAIN  HOLMES, 
JOHN  MAYER, 
JAMES  MOONEY, 
MICHAEL  NELLANY. 
DANIEL  O'DAY, 
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NORMAN  W.  RAMSOM, 

JAMES  A.   ROBERTS, 

BRONSON  C.  RUMSEY, 

AUGUSTUS  F.  SCHEU, 

JAMES  R.  SMITH, 

LOUIS  ZITTEL. 
Buffalo,  Jan.  19,  1891. 
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Park  Farmstead,  January  5th,  1891. 

To  THE  Board  of  Park  Commissioners: 

I  herewith  submit  a  report  of  the  Park  work  of  the 
year  ending  1890,  and  of  the  present  general  condition 
of  the  grounds  and  roads. 

GENERAL   MAINTENANCE. 

Last  winter,  like  the  previous  one,  was  so  mild  that 
there  was  no  ice  on  the  Park  Lake  strong  enough  for 
skating  until  late  in  February.  Though  cold  weather 
then  continued  until  the  middle  of  March  the  ice  was 
seldom  in  good  condition,  partly  owing  to  the  large 
proportion  of  snow-ice  on  top,  and  partly  to  the  fre- 
quent softening  of  the  surface  by  the  daily  thawing  at 
midday  in  clear  weather.  Though  the  Electric  Street 
Car  line  was  running  daily  to  the  Park  terminus,  skaters 
on  the  lake  were  never  numerous  as  in  former  seasons, 
when  the  skating  generally  began  about  the  Christmas 
holidays.  The  present  winter  the  season  has  opened 
early,  and  the  popularity  of  the  sport  returns. 

On  January  13,  a  wind  storm  occurred  nearly  equal  in 
severity  to  that  of  January  ioth,*89,  noted  in  the  last  an- 
nual report.  It  did  considerable  damage  on  the  Lake 
shore  opposite  the  Front,  and  raised  the  water  of  Black 
Rock  harbor  until  it  filled  the  Park  lake  nearly  a  foot 
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above  the  level  of  the  waste  wier.  Though  on  the 
whole  little  damage  was  done,  this  very  high  stage  of 
the  Harbor  water  at  midwinter  two  years  in  succession 
is  worth  recording.  Winter  storms  of  great  force  are 
not  uncommon,  but,  Lake  Erie  being  ice-bound,  they 
do  little  or  no  damage  either  in  City  Harbor  or  open 
shore. 

During  the  brief  cold  snap  in  the  latter  end  of  Feb- 
ruary, and  iirst  week  of  March,  advantage  was  taken  of 
every  day  when  the  ground  was  frozen  enough  to  bear 
up  loaded  wagons,  to  haul  manure  on  to  various  sec- 
tions of  the  several  parks  where  a  better  turf  was  de- 
sirable. About  2,300  loads  were  spread  on  the  Park 
Meadow,  300  on  the  Parade  Green,  and  100  loads  on 
Masten  Place.  It  was  all  stable  manure  obtained  from 
small  farms  and  gardens  in  the  vicinity  of  the  parks, 
and  consequently  the  cost  of  hauling — the  principal 
item — was  relatively  light. 

In  March  and  April,  the  annual  pruning  and  trimming 
of  the  younger  plantations  was  the  chief  work  until  the 
grounds  became  in  good  condition  for  planting  and 
seeding  on  various  sections  where  such  work  was  re- 
quired. On  the  new  addition  on  the  west  side  of  Mas- 
ten  Place  a  strip  was  prepared  for  use  as  a  nursery  for 
the  propagation  and  culture  of  young  trees  and  shrubs. 
About  5,000  plants  were  then  set  out  in  it,  two  thirds 
of  which  was  native  stock  from  neighboring  wood- 
lands, and  one  third  bought  from  commercial  nurseries. 
About  500  native  thorns,  found  growing  wild  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Park  were  dug  up  and  planted  as  a  thick 
screen  along  the  margin  of  the  steep  slope  near  the  pic* 
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nic  grounds,  to  protect  this  section  from  serious  dam- 
age, to  which  it  was  subject  by  the  frequent  trespassing 
of  unruly  visitors. 

Many  petty  trespasses  of  this  character,  or  of  sim- 
ilar nature,  such  as  the  jumping  over  and  breaking 
down  of  the  boundary  fences,  are  due  to  the  wanton 
behavior  of  many  visitors,  who  think  they  should  be 
permitted  to  go  through  the  grounds  anywhere  and 
everywhere  and  do  as  they  please,  regardless  of  all 
notices  or  ordinances  to  the  contrary.  Because  as  a  rule 
the  damage  done  by  each  trespasser  separately  is  in 
itself  scarcely  perceptible,  few  realize  the  great  destruct- 
ion, both  to  the  greensward  and  the  shrubbery,  which 
must  soon  result  from  the  constant  repetition  day  after 
day  of  petty  trespasses,  each  one  in  itself  insignificant. 
But  the  worst  of  it  is  that  as  soon  as,  at  any  point, 
some  special  line  of  trespass  begins  to  leave  a  clear 
trace  behind  it,  the  evidence  of  the  damage  done  in- 
stead of  restraining  others  seems  rather  to  tempt  every 
passer  by  ^^  to  go  and  do  likewise.'*  In  proportion  as 
the  tasteful  or  ornamental  character  of  the  place  dis- 
appears, there  seems,  of  course,  always  the  less  reason 
why  regard  should  be  given  to  any  stray  remnants  of 
the  original  habit  in  which  it  was  dressed.  Forcible 
examples  of  this  unfortunate  tendency  of  the  general 
public,  not  to  submit  to  the  restraints  necessary  for  the 
preservation  of  the  most  attractive  features  of  a  pleas- 
ure ground,  may  be  seen  in  all  our  smaller  squares,  and 
especially  at  the  Parade.  There  (and  also  at  the  Front) 
all  the  finer  shrubbery  has  been  destroyed,  and 
beaten  footpaths  fast  becoming  as  wide  as  roadways, 
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criss-cross  through    the  greensward  on  more  than  a 
dozen  different  lines. 

During  the  summer  and  autumn  months  the  usual 
routine  of  Maintenance  work  was  carried  on  with 
little  or  no  difference  from  that  of  former  years. 
The  flower  and  foliage  beds  were  filled  with  such 
suitable  plants  as  the  market  supply  could  furnish 
to  the  best  advantage.  New  beds  were  set  out  in  Mas- 
ten  Place  and  St.  Margaret's  Place.  All  the  green- 
sward of  the  several  parks  and  places  was  regularly 
mowed.  A  crop  of  hay  for  the  winter  feed  of  the  stock 
was  secured  from  the  portions  of  the  Meadow  Park  not 
closely  cropped  by  the  sheep.  Owing  to  wet  weather 
during  the  haying  time  in  the  last  half  of  June  about 
half  of  the  crop  was  damaged  by  rain.  But  the  loss 
is  relatively  slight  as  whatever  is  not  flt  for  fodder  is 
needed  for  litter.  The  number  of  sheep  remains  the 
same — 120 — the  natural  increase  being  offset  by  the 
sale  of  the  oldest  ewe§,  and  about  half  of  the  lambs. 

In  the  maintenance  of  the  several  buildings  at  the 
Park  picnic  grounds,  the  Farmstead,  and  the  Parade, 
such  repairs  only  were  made  as  were  absolutely  neces- 
sary. Much  repainting  and  minor  carpentry  repairs  that 
should  have  been  done,  were  deferred  for  a  year  be- 
cause of  the  expense.  The  landing  pier  at  the  boating 
headquarters  in  the  Park  is  in  a  tumble-down  condi- 
tion, and  the  wall  must  now  be  entirely  rebuilt.  The 
masonry  of  the  fountain  in  Day's  Place  is  in  a  similar 
condition  and  should  be  reconstructed  on  a  much  more 
substantial  plan  than  formerly.  The  boundary  fences 
of  the  Park  and  of  the  Parade  are  in  most  places  be- 
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coming  too  rotten  for  repair.  They  are  so  easily 
broken  down  that  it  is  difficult  to  prevent  their  wanton 
destruction. 

In  the  care  of  the  roads  eight  sprinkling  wagons  are 
brought  into  use  during  dry  weather.  A  street  sweep- 
ing machine  was  purchased,  and  the  asphalt  pavements 
of  Richmond  and  Fillmore  avenues  were  swept  with  it 
semi-weekly.  The  Autumn  weather  being  unusually 
cloudy  and  rainy,  little  sprinkling  was  needed,  but  on 
the  other  hand  to  prevent  the  macadam  approaches 
from  becoming  muddy,  the  cost  of  frequent  scraping 
and  removing  of  the  dirt  was  unusually  heavy.  The 
'^  wear  and  tear  "  on  these  roads  was  correspondingly 
great,  but  owing  to  lack  of  funds  only  slight  repairs, 
confined  to  the  worst  places,  could  be  made.  The  bad 
condition  of  Porter  avenue  and  of  Chapin  and  Bid  well 
Places,  is  especially  noticeable. 

RIDING  ON  THE  MEADOW. 

Another  result  of  the  wet  weather  of  September  and 
October  is  the  poaching  of  certain  parts  of  the  Park 
Meadow  by  Equestrians*  during  the  open  season.  As 
during  these  months  there  is  more  horseback  riding  in 
the  Park  than  at  any  other  time  it  would  have  seemed 
a  harsh  regulation  to  have  closed  the  Meadow  entirely. 
To  have  forbidden  all  riding  upon  it  for  a  day  or  two 
after  every  recurring  rain  storm,  with  equally  brief 
periods  of  permission  between,  changing  with  every 
change  of  weather,  would  have  caused  so  much  con- 
fusion  and  unavoidable  friction  in  working  the  rule,  that 
no  restriction  was  enforced  until  near  the  end  of  Octo- 
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ber.  Owing  to  similar  weather  in  May  and  June  the 
Meadow  could  not  be  opened  to  equestrians,  and  thus 
the  turf  was  in  fit  condition  for  less  than  three  months. 
The  objection  to  the  poaching  of  the  sod  when  soft  is 
not  merely  the  damage  to  the  appearance  of  the  turf, 
but  also  the  risk  to  both  horse  and  rider  when  in  a  dry 
time  the  deep  footprints  harden  to  a  crust,  the  holes 
being  in  some  places  so  numerous  that  no  secure  foot- 
ing can  be  found.  The  only  preventive  of  this  growing 
evil  is  the  early  construction  of  a  proper  bridle  path 
encircling  the  Meadow  on  a  line  exterior  to  the  Cir- 
cuit drive. 

NORTH  MEADOW  GROVE  AND  GATE.  * 

The  oak  grove  on  the  northeast  side  of  the  Meadow 
has  for  several  years  been  occasionally  used  for  picnic 
purposes.  For  such  use  of  these  grounds  one  draw- 
back has  been  the  lack  of  suitable  water  supply,  and  of 
a  sewerage  outlet  for  any  building  with  rooms  and 
closets  sufficient  for  the  proper  accommodation  of  the 
public.  The  recent  building  of  a  sewer  and  the  laying 
of  a  water  pipe  line  in  Amherst  street  alongside  this 
grove  made  it  possible  to  remedy  these  defects.  Be- 
fore the  street  was  paved  the  past  season,  branch  con- 
nections with  both  the  sewer  and  the  water  pipe 
were  made  near  each  end  of  the  grove.  These  extend- 
ed inside  the  grounds  to  the  vicinity  of  two  sites,  one 
suitable  for  a  general  headquarters  or  pavilion,  and  the 
other  for  secluded  closets.  No  buildings  could  be 
erected  because  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  appropria- 
tion. 
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The  new  asphalt  pavement,  recently  laid  on  Amherst 
street  from  Main  to  Colvin  streets,  does  not  follow  the 
former  roadway-plan   at   its  junction  with  the  North- 
Meadow  Gate.     A  portion  of  the  adjacent  drive  has 
therefore   been   taken   up,  filled  in  with  soil  and  the 
lines  of  the  approach  altered  to  conform  better  to  the 
new  pavement.    The  widening  of  Colvin  street  to  lOO 
feet  and  extensive  changes  in  the  street  plan  of  the  ad- 
jacent  territory   on    each   side    of   it,    make    further 
changes  in  the  plan  of   this  entrance  drive  desirable 
Colvin   street   is   now   a   wider  and    more   important 
thoroughfare  than  Amherst  street,  and  the  Park  Gate 
here   should  face  the  former  instead  of  the  latter  as 
heretofore.     This  will  involve  a  corresponding  change 
in    the    lines    of    the     branch    drive    from    the    en- 
trance to  the  Circuit  drive.      If  the   adjacent   grove 
becomes  a  popular   picnic  resort  better  access  to  and 
through  this  section  by  a  loop  drive  may  also  be  neces- 
sary. 

GALA  WATER  BRIDGE. 

In  May,  work  was  begun  on  the  removal  of  the  de- 
cayed wooden  bridge  across  the  arm  of  the  Park  lake 
on  the  line  of  the  main  drive,  and  the  erection  on  its 
site  of  an  iron  structure  under  the  contract  made  the 
previous  year  with  the  King  Iron  Bridge  Co.  of  Cleve- 
land, Ohio.  Half  of  the  old  bridge  was  reserved  for 
travel  while  the  first  half  of  the  new  one  was  building, 
and  then  the  travel  passed  over  the  new  part  while  the 
work  proceeded  on  the  other  half.  As  only  a  few 
mechanics  were  employed  by  the  Company  slow  pro- 
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gress  was  made,  and  the  work  was  not  finished  until 
August. 

The  floor  of  this  bridge,  bbth  in  plan  and  material,  is 
a  wide  departure  from  the  ordinary  plank  flooring  of 
iron  bridges.  Steel  beams  are  laid  across  the  lon- 
gitudinal girders  at  distances  of  5  feet  apart.  Sheet 
iron  galvanized  plates,  corrugated  and  bent  in  arch 
form,  span  the  spaces  between  the  beams  resting  on 
their  lower  flanges.  The  haunches  of  these  arches  are 
filled  in  with  cement  concrete,  and  over  all  is  spread  a 
layer  of  concrete  about  six  inches  thick.  The  wearing 
surface  laid  on  this  concrete  is  a  coat  of  asphalt  two 
and  a  half  inches  thick,  the  construction  and  general 
appearance  of  both  roadway  and  sidewalk  being  the 
same  as  in  the  asphalt  pavements  of  the  city  streets. 
A  six-inch  gas  pipe  was  laid  under  the  east  sidewalk, 
and  the  line  extended  to  the  North  Gate. 

In  general  design  the  new  structure  closely  resembles 
the  old.  No  material  changes  were  made  in  either 
piers  or  abutments.  The  width  of  the  roadway  is 
thirty-four  feet  and  of  each  sidewalk  ten  and  a  half 
feet.  On  each  sidewalk  are  two  semi-circular  balcon- 
ies projecting  beyond  the  parapet  line  over  the  ends  of 
the  two  piers.  There  are  three  ellipitical  spans  of  thirty- 
flve  feet  each,  and  the  whole  length  of  way  between 
the  parapet  railings  is  125  feet.  There  are  M^wrought 
iron  girders  in  each  span,  and  the  height  of  the  arch 
above  the  water  is  six  feet.  As  a  prominent  feature  in 
the  landscape  the  lines  of  the  bridge  are  pleasing  to  the 
eye,  and  the  character  of  the  design  in  detail  is  equally 
satisfactoiy,  the  structure  as  a  whole  being  from  many 
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points  of  view  one  of  the  most  attractive  ornaments  of 
the  Park. 

MINOR  PLACES. 

On  the  Minor  Places  very  little  new  work  has  been, 
done.  Part  of  the  grounds  recently  added  to  Masten 
Place  was  graded,  soiled,  manured,  and  seeded  to  grass. 
A  flag  stone  walk  ten  feet  wide  and  about  600  feet 
long  was  laid  across  the  Place  near  the  western  border, 
the  line  being  chiefly  on  the  newly  added  strip.  The 
triangle  at  the  junction  of  Hampshire  and  Albany 
streets  wsis  also  dressed  with  good  soil,  planted  with 
young  elm  trees,  and  sown  with  grass  seed.  This  place 
cannot  be  niaintained  in  creditable  condition.  It  is 
not  large  enough  to  be  worth  enclosing  with  a  perman- 
ent fence,  and  being  open  on  all  sides,  the  grass  will 
soon  be  all  trodden  out  by  the  number  of  people  con- 
tinually crossing  it  to  cut  off  adjacent  street  angles,  and 

by  the  children  daily  racing  about  in  it.    Even  persons 

* 

in  vehicles  do  not  scruple  to  drive  across  the  plot  re- 
gardless of  the  great  damage  done  by  such  glaring  and 
wanton  trespassing.  Possibly  some  of  the  young  trees 
may  survive  the  hard  usage  to  which  they  are  subject, 
and  in  due  time  become  of  some  value  for  their  verdure 
and  shade.  But  otherwise  instead  of  being  an  orna- 
ment to  the  neighborhood  it  is  liable  to  become  a 
nuisance. 

SOLDIERS*   MONUMENT. 

The  most  important  work  of  the  year  is  the  rebuild- 
ing of  the  Monument  on  Lafayette  Square:     Work 
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Was  delayed  until  near  midsummer  waiting  for  granite 
from  Maine  for  an  extra  base  course,  next  below  the 
corner  stone  at  the  level  of  the  plinth,  the^  point  where 
the  work  had  stopped  the  previous  season.  When  the 
stone  arrived  the  rebuilding  of  the  structure  proceeded 
rapidly,  and  soon  the  emblematic  figure  which  crowns 
the  shaft  was  again  in  place.  From  the  ground  to  the 
head  of  the  statue  the  height  is  now  ninety  feet.  As 
soon  as  the  scaffolding  was  removed  the  construction 
of  the  new  buttress  around  the  base  was  begun.  The 
soil  was  excavated  to  the  original  bed-gravel  at  a  depth 
of  about  ten  feet.  A  foundation  of  concrete  was  laid 
two  feet  thick  on  the  average,  by  over  five  feet  broad 
all  around  the  main  foundation.  The  masonry  wall 
up  to  the  ground  level  was  built  by  day  labor  with 
large  stones  of  flint  rock  laid  in  the  most  substantial 
manner.  On  this  the  buttress  steps  and  platform  were 
built  of  granite  by  the  contractor  in  accordance  with 
the  accepted  plan.  It  being  now  late  in  the  season, 
and  the  appropriation  exhausted,  the  necessary  repair 
or  reconstruction  of  the  ground  plan  adjacent  to  the 
Monument  was  postponed  till  next  year. 

Exclusive  of  contract  work  on  the  bridge  and  the 
Monument,  the  average  number  of  workmen  employed 
daily  was  in  each  month  as  follows:  In  January,  15  ; 
February,  28;  March,  55;  April,  60;  May, 62;  June, 
75  ;  July,  82  ;  August,  46;  September,  40;  October, 
40 ;  November,  1 5  ;  December,  8. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WM.  McMillan. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT.  1890. 


Abstract  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures. 

Receipts. 

Appropriated  by  Common  Council,  $92,150.00 

Balance  from  fund  of  1889 16,645.92^108,795.92 

Received    for   rents 1,890.00 

hay 226.22 

sheep  and  wool.   . . .  426.72 

tree-planter 250.00 

old  iron 38.85 

sundry  small  sales. .  20.63       2,852.42 


$111,648.34 


Expenditures. 

Labor,  ordinary  maintenance $18,576.04 

Teams,  ordinary  maintenance 6,673.92 

Salaries 3,600.00 

Park  police 6,300.00 

Keep  of  animals 329.71 

Printing,  stationery,  etc 158.87 

Tools  and  machinery i>393-7o 

Manure  and  fertilizers 1,399.00 

Repair  of  buildings 914.56 

Repairs  of  roads  and  walks 2,164.80 
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Insurance $    315.00 

Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  monument. .....  16,875.42 

Iron  bridge  over  Park  lake i3>^37-7i 

Miscellaneous 367*49 

Trees,  plants  and  seeds 1,279.16 

Local  assessments 33,221.13 

Office  expenses 49*47 

South  Park  survey  and  plans 1,271.31 

Minor  squares  and  triangles 1,366.05 

Surveys  and  plans 55*oo  <  io>i4^-34 


Balance $1,500.00 


PARK  FUND,  1890,  DISBURSE AfENTS. 
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1890  Warrant  No.       Amount. 

Jan'jr  31— G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secreury  and  Treas- 
urer»  pay  roll  of  January,  1890. . . 
Feb'y    3— G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  roll  to  February  ist,  1890 
"      28— G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  roll  of  February,  1890. . 
March  4 — G.  H.  Selkirk.  Secretary  and  Treas^* 
urer,  pay  roll  to  March  i,  1890. . . 

5 — Chas.  Berrick,  repairs 

5 — Bloomer  &  Bullard,  insurance 

5 — J.  F.  Dunham,  feed 

5 — Weed  &  Co.,  hardware 

5 — Schmidt    Bros.,    examining   monu- 
ment  

5 — J.H.  Marling,  examining  monument, 
5 — Jas.  Boland,  examining  monument. 
5 — ^J.  H.  Tilden,  examining  monument. 
5 — W.  W.  Carlin.  examining  monument 
5 — Green  &  Wicks,  examining  monu- 
ment  

5 — King  Iron  Bridge  Co.,  on  contract. 

5 — P.  Wilson,  manure 

5 — Thos.  Simpson,  manure  

5 — Haas  &  Klein,  printing  reports  .    . 

5 — L.  Weigand,  manure 

5 — H.  Umbehaum,  manure 

5 — Chas.  Krebs,  manure 

5 — Chas.  Bauer,  manure 

18— G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  March  15,  1890. 
31 — ^G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  roll  of  March,  1890 
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$1,017.07 

I2I5 

566.00 

1222 

1.017.07 

1223 

1,264.02 

1224 

338 

1225 

iao.oo 

1226 

73.*  7 

1227 

22.75 

1228 

25.00 

1229 

25.00 

1230 

25.00 

I23I 

25.00 

1232 

25.00 

1233 

25.00 

1234 

6.200.00 

"35 

98.00 

1236 

64.50 

"37 

65.60 

1238 

21.50 

1239 

26.50 

1240 

14.00 

1241 

20.00 

1242 

«  744.03 

"43 

1,029.57 
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Warrant  No.        Amount. 
I — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  March  29,  1890.  1244  $   886.71 
2 — Matthews,  Northrup  &  Co  ,  illustra- 

* 

tions 1245  36.25 

2 — C.  B.  Armstrong  &  Co.,  insurance.  1246  45<oo 

2 — M.  S.  Boland,  printing 1247  10.00 

2 — Ernst  Becher,  manure 1248  21.00 

2 — Florian  Gebhard,  manure 1249  6,50 

2 — Geo.  Huppuch,  manure 1250  19.00 

2 — Austin  Twichell,  manure 1251  10.00 

3 — Frank  Grabbenstatter,  manure. . .  .  1252  168.00 

2 — John  Goldman,  manure 1253  5.00 

2 — Henry  Linke.  manure 1254  40.00 

2 — Wm.  Barham,  manure 1255  19.50 

2 — Jas.  Forsyth,  manure 1256  14.50 

2 — Chas.  Strasser,  manure 1257  10.00 

2 — Geo.  Keller,  manure 1258  15-00 

2 — ^John  Maul,  manure 1259  6.00 

2 — Wm.  Bierma,  manure 1260  37.50 

2 — Wm,  Corney,  manure 1261  27.50 

2 — Louis  Rupp,  manure 1262  21.00 

2 — Geo.  Kager,  manure 1263  144.00 

2 — ^John  Roland,  manure 1264  69  00 

2 — Peter  Grabensiatter,  manure 1265  448.00 

2 — Frank  Roland,  manure 1266  31.50 

2 — Jos.  Oldenschlager,  manure 1267*  10.50 

2 — Henry  Schnurstein,  manure 1268  6.50 

2 — John  Mumm,  manure...   1269  7.00 

2 — J.  F.  Dunham,  feed  .     . . , .  1270  93-42 

2 — Wm.  McMillan,  expenses  to  Boston.  1271  40.00 
14 — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  April  12,  1890. .  1272  890.65 
28 — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  April  26,  1890..  1273  1,496.98 
30^G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  roll  of  April,  1890 1274  1,017.07 

6 — City  of  Buffalo,  local  assessments. .  1275  3,619.88 

6^Harvey  Bros.,  grass  seed 1276  22. 15 

6 — Beier  &  Brinker,  coal 1277  5  25 

6 — Goodyear  Rubber  Co.,  hose,  etc.. .  1278  40.75 
6^W.   H.   Buchanan,  part    water  bill 

Front 1279  10.00 

6 — Wm.  McMillan,  freight  of  Tt^^trees 

and  shrubs 1280  10.90 
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6 — Secretary  of  State,  copy  of  law  143. 

6— Ellwanger  &  Barry,  trees  and  shrubs. 

6— A.  A.  Jnatia's  Sons,  machinery 

15— G.  H.  Selkirk,  SecreUry  and  Treas. 
urer,  pay  rolls  to  May  10,  1890. .. 
a6— G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer,  pay  rolls  to  May  24.  1890. . . 
31 — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  roll  of  May,  189P 

4 — Buffalo  Water  Works,  hydranu,  etc 

4 — Chas  Berrick  &  Sons,  work  on  mon- 
ument  

4 — Bickford  &  Francis,  washers 

4 — ^Weed  &  Co.,  hardware 

4^Bell  Telephone  Co.,  use  of  telephone 
six  months 

4 — ^The  Courier  Co.,  daily, three  months 

4 — Citizens  Gas  Co.,  gas  at  Parade. . . . 

4 — ^J.  F.  Dunham,  feed 

4— J.  Felton,  salt 

4 — A.   A    Justin's  Sons,   repairing  of 
machinery 

4 — ^Temple  &  Beard,  plants 

4^Rich.    Johnson,    services    and   ex- 
penses to  June  I,  X890 

4 — Nicholas  Batt,  gravel 

4-~L.  P.  Beyer  &  Co.,  plumbing. .  . . 

10— G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  June  7,  1890 

33— G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  June  ai,  1890. . 
30— G.  H.  Selkirk,  SecreUry  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  roll  of  June,  1890 

3— J.  E.  Elliott  &  Son,  awning 

3 — M.  S.  Boland,  printing 

3 — H.  H.  Baker  &  Co.,  hardware 

3 — Beals  &  Brown,  hardware 

3— Citizens  Gas  Co.,  gas  at  Parade. . . . 

3— C.  W.  Miller,  carriages 

3 — ^J.  F.  Dunham,  feed 

3 — S.  D.  Colie,  lumber 

8 — Weed  &  Co.,  hardware 

3 — J.  Felton,  salt 

3 — ^Goodyear  Rubber  Co.,  hose,  etc. . « 


Warrant  No. 
1381 
1383 
1383 

1384 

1385 

1386 
1387 

1388 
1389 
1390 

1 391 
1393 
1393 
1394 
1395 

1396 
1397 

1398 
1399 
1300 


1303 


Amoonc 

$        1.90 

393.03 

474-37 
1,460.82 

1.208.75 

975.41 
35.35 

33.07 
1.25 

18.15 

35.00 

3.00 

3.25 

15  01 

60.80 

70.84 
355.88 

76.94 

606.75 

13.40 


1301  1.591-78 
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987.91 
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61.00 
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8.00 
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7.00 
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97.23 
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10.35 
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31.00 
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29.31 
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30.00 

1320 

23.25 

I32I 

76.00 

1322 

9.00 
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1890.  Warrant  No.        Amount. 

July       2 — Buffalo  Water  Works,  hydrant,  etc.         131 5        $      35.98 

2 — L.  P.  Beyer  &  Co.,  plumbing 1316  70.12 

2 — City  of  Buffalo,  local  assessments. .      '  1317  3.998.02 

2 — Buffalo  Gas  Light  Co.,  gas  at  park 

lake 1318  6.00 

2 — Buffalo  German  Insurance  Co.,  in- 
surance.  

2 — Becker  &  Wickser,  harness 

2 — A.  A.  Justin's   Sons,   repairing  of 
machinery..... 

2 — F.  T.  Coppins,  painting 

2 — Rich.    Johnson,    services    and    ex- 
penses to  July  i 1323  171.41 

2 — J.  E.  Robinson  &  Co.,  repairing  of 
machinery 

2 — W.  Scott,  plants .  « 

2 — Jas.  Milley,  plants  

*  2 — Mrs.  D.  Newland.  plants 

2 — C.  F.  Christensen,  plants 

8 — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  July  5,  1890. . . 
15 — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  July  12,  1890. . . 
21* — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  July  19.  1890. . . 
29 — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  July  26,  1890 . . . 
31 — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  roll  of  July,  1890 

Aug.     4 — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  roll  to  August  2,  1890. . 

6— Beals  &  Brown,  hardware 

6^Smith  &  Miller,  joiner  work. 

6— Walbridge  &  Co.,  hardware 

6 — ^John  Lorenz,  paints,  etc 

6 — Goodyear  Rubber  Co.,  couplings, etc. 

6— Buffalo  German  Insurance  Co.,  in- 
surance   

6— John  Felton,  salt 

6 — Weed  &  Co.,  hardware 

6 — C.  W.  Miller,  carriages 

6 — J,  F.  Dunham,  feed 

6 — Citizens'  Gas  Co.,  gas  at  parade. . . . 

6^F.  S.  Pease,  oil » . 


1324 

42.25 

1325 

349  34 

1326 

III. 05 

1327 

57.00 

1328 

166.31 

1329 

1.798-57 

1330 

906  76 

I33I 

848.93 

1332 

914  50 

1333 

975.41 

1334 

808.39 

1335 

32.55 

1336 

130.56 

1337 

73.33 

1338 

10.90 

1339 

65.00 

1340 

60.00 

I34I 

12.00 

1342 

6.85 

1343 

13-50. 

1344 

40.70 

1345 

1545 

1346 

21.36 
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WuTUit  No.       Amoant. 

6— City  of  Buffalo,  local  assessments. .  1347      $18,700.86 

6— French  &  Kirkholder,  pails,  etc. . . .  1348  13.50 

6 — H.  C.  Harrower,  examining  bridge.  1349  20.00 
6 — A.  A.  Justin's  Sons,   repairing  of 

machinery     1350  25 .62 

6— Rich.  Johnson,  services  to  August 

1,1890 1351  170.36 

6— S.  G.  Le  Valley,  powder,  etc 1352  4.50 

6— McDonnell  &  Sons,  work  on  monu- 
ment   1353  5,700.00 

6— Buffalo   Germicide   Co.,  service  to 

Aug.  I,  1890 I3S4  27.00 

6 — M.  Davey,  surveying 1355  5.00 

6 — H.  L.  Campbell,  architect  on  acc't.  1356  200.00 

6— John  Miller,  gravel 1357  60.00 

6 — Nich.  Batt,  gravel 1858  99-oo 

12 — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Aug.  9,  i860...  1359  510.19 
19 — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Aug.  16,  1890  .  1360  558. 62 
25— G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Aug.  23,  1890. .  1361  554-53 
30 — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  roll  of  Aug.,  1890 1362  975-41 

2— G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Aug.  30,  1890..  1363  616.14 
3 — King  Iron  Bridge  Co.,  balance  con- 
tract and  extra  work 1364  6,412  59 

3 — The  Courier  Co.,  Directory,  etc  ...  1365  6.50 

3 — Geo.  Gesl,  horseshoeing 1366  2.85 

3 — German  Rock  Asphalt  Co.,   paving 

at  bridge 1367  245.87 

3 — Mrs.  Gehres,  stone 1368  143 -50 

3 — Buffalo  Water  Works,  hydrants,  etc  1369  99- 01 
3 — L.  P.  Beyer  &  Co.,  plumbing  at 

Parade  House 1370  260.00 

3 — J.  Lythe  &  Sons,  tile 1371  21.95 

3 — Buffalo  Cement  Co.,  cement 1372  ISS^^S 

3 — P.  G.  Straub,  Flagging 1373  750.00 

3 — Buffalo  German  Insurance  Co.,  in- 
surance   1374  60.00 

3 — A.   A.  Justin's  Sons,  repairing  ma- 
chinery ....   1375  40.72 

3 — Loegler  &  L^dd,  hardware 1376  6.20 
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1890.  Warrant  No.        Amount . 

Sept.     3— S.  D.  Colie,  lumber 1377        $     saaS 

**       3 — A.  P.  Kehr  &  Co.,  balance  contract 

stone 1378  525.00 

3 — Thos.  J.  Rodgers,  surveys  and  plans.  1379  55.00 
3 — Rich.  Johnson,  services  as  engineer 

to  September  i,  1890 1380  177.81 

3 — Barber  Asphalt  Co.,  crushed  stone.  1381  46.20 

3 — G.  K.  Radford,  plans  of  bridge 1382  43400 

"        3 — H.  L.  Campbell,  services  as  archi- 
tect and  superintendent 1383  86  00 

9— G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Sept.  6,  1890. . .  1384  425.43 
**      i&^G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Sept.  13,  1890. . .  1385  433-37 
22 — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Sept.  20,  1890.  1396  475*oo 
30 — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Sept.  27,  1890. .  1387  439«24 
3o^G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  of  Sept.,  1890. . . .  1388  987.91 
Oct.      7 — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas-   . 

urer>  pay  rolls  to  Oct.  4,  1S90. . . .  1389  572.54 

8 — Citizens'  Gas  Co.,  gas  at  Parade.   .  1390  3.00 

8 — ^J.  Churchyard's  Sons,  woodwork. . .  1391  44* 3S 

8 — Beals  &  Brown,  hardware 1392  3.75 

8 — John  Felton,  salt 1393  5. 10 

8 — Harvey  Bros.,  grass  seed 1394  13*50 

8 — The  Courier  Co.,  advertising 1395  24.52 

8 — S.  G.  Le  Valley,  powder 1396  1.90 

8 — D.  0.  Baker,  map 1397  2.50 

8 — ^Weed  &  Co.,  hardware 1398  2.35 

8 — Goodyear' Rubber  Co.,  couplings...  1399  i.oo 

8 — M.  S.  Boland,  printing 1400  18.00 

8 — A.   A.   Justin's  Sons,   repairing  of 

machinery 1401  55.16 

8— J.  F.  Dunham,  feed . .  1402  48. 57 

8 — Rich.  Johnson,  services  as  engineer 

to  Oct.  I,  1890 1403  174.81 

8 — ^John  Lorenz,  painting  bridge 1404  135.00 

8 — Becker  &  Wickser,  harness 1405  4.15 

8 — A.  P.  Kehr  &  Co.,  stonework 1406  16.50 

14— G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Oct.  11,  1890. . .  1407  648.73 
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1408 

$    677.75 

1409 

626.61 

I4IO 

806.06 

141 1 

6.902.35 

1413 

130.68 
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tSoo. 

Oct.     ao— G.jH.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Oct.  18.  1890. . . 
*'        27 — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Oct.  25,  1890. . . 
Nov.     3— G.  H    Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer,  pay  rolls  to  Nov.  i,  1890. . . 
6 — City  of  Buffalo,  local  assessments . . 

6 — L.  P.  Beyer  &.  Co.,  plumbing 

6 — D.  Hotaling,  flagging 

6 — J.    E.    Robinson   &   Co.,   repairing 

machinery 1414  95-66 

6 — D.   R.   &    H.    Fogelsonger,    black- 
smithing 1415         •        1.45 

6 — Loegler  &  Ladd,  hardware 1416  2.20 

'*         6 — C.  W,  Miller,  carriage  hire 1417  5.50 

6 — J.  F.  Dunham,  feed 1418  29.53 

6^A.  A.  Justin's  Sons,  repairing  ma- 
chinery          1419  27.36 

6~A.  Applebaugh,  manure 1420  2.00 

6 — J.  Mumm,  manure 1421  10.00 

6 — G.  Fogelsonger,  manure 1422  2.00 

6 — C.  Maul,  manure 1423  3.50 

6 — A.  P.  Kehr  &  Co.,  stone 1424  156.00 

6— H.  L.  Campbell,  architect 1425  300.00 

10— G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 

urerr  pay  rolls  to  Nov.  8,  1890..  1426  620.25 
13 — Barber  Asphalt  Co.,  labor  and  ma- 
terial, Amherst  street 1427  565.00 

17--G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  ahd  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to* Nov.  15,  1890..         1428  474*75 
*'        24 — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Nov.  22,  1890. .         1429             329.25 
Dec.      I — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Nov.  29,  1890..         1430  366.29 
'*         3 — McDonnell  &  Sons,  work  on  monu- 
ment          1431          9,040.00 

**         8 — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Dec.  6,  1890....         1432  320.66 
15 — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Dec.  13,  1890...         1433  349>I2 
22 — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Dec.  20,  1890..        1434             329.39 
29 — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Dec.  27,   1890. .         1435              473<66 
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Jan'y    6^Smith  &  Miller,  lumber,  etc 1436  $  29.14 

6^Beals  &  Brown,  hardware 1437  i.oo 

6 — Howard   Iron  Works  carting    ma- 
chinery   1438  700 

6— G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secreuryand  Treas- 
urer, office  disbursements 1439  15-97 

$110,148.34 


APPENDIX. 


Divisions   and   Dimensions   of   the  Parks,  Parkways 

AND  Minor  Places. 

Acres.    Acres.      Acres. 

Gala  Water  (Park  Lake) 46^^ 

Water   Border 86>^ 

Water  Park  (west  of  Delaware  ave) .  133 

The  Meadow  (inside  circuit  drive).. .  122 

Meadow  Border  (outside  circuit  drive)  107 

Meadow  Park  (east  of  Delaware  ave)  229 

The  Park , 362 

Parade  Green 20 

Parade  House  Plaza 4 

Parade  Border 32 

The  Parade 56 

Front  Play  Green yji 

Terrace  Concourse 3^ 

Front  Border  and  Sheridan  Terrace. . .  24^ 

New  Lands  (west  of  Canal) 12  J4 

The  Front 47 

Total  area  of  (3)  Parks 465 

PARK    APPROACHES. 

Humboldt  Parkway 9,405  ftx2oo  ft- 

l.incoln  Parkway 1,965  ft.x2oo  ft. 

Bidwell  Parkway 2,323  ft.xt 00  ft. 

Chapin  Parkway 1,904  ft.x20o  ft. 

Fillmore  avenue 1 1,097  ft.xioo  ft. 

Richmond  avenue 6,022  ft.xioo  ft. 
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Porter  avenue 3,500  ft.xioo  ft. 

Porter  avenue 1.800  ft.x  50  ft. 

Jewett  avenue 2,136  ft.x  70  ft. 

Total  area  of  Park  approaches  124  acres. 

MINOR    PLACES. 

Prospect  Place  (two  squares  each) 594  ft.x28i  ft. 

Bid  well  Place  (Square) 510  ft.X46s  ft. 

Chapin  Place  (Square) 500  ft,X42o  ft- 

Soldier's  Place  (Circle) 700  ft.  in  diameter. 

Aggassiz  Place  (Circle) 490  ft.  in  diameter. 

The  Circle 500  ft.  in  diameter. 

The  Bank 300  ft.  in  diameter. 

Niagara  Square 460  ft.x46o  ft. 

The  Terrace  (two  plots) i  4^©  ft.x  60  ft. 

^        ^       ^  1 500  ft.x  60  ft. 

Day's  Place 670  ft.x  90  ft. 

Johnson  Place 487  ft.x  94  ft. 

Wadsworth  Place 300  ftx  87  ft. 

Lafayette  Square ...  200  ft.xi6o  ft. 

Masten  Place 580  ft.x58o  ft. 

Porter  Square,  Niagara  and  Parish  sts. .  364  ft.x  198  ft. 

Market   Square,  Niagara  and  Amherst 

streets,  (two  plots  each) 198  ft.  x^^  ft. 

Heacock  Place,  Abbot  and  White's  Cor- 
ners Roads,  about 150  ft.xi5o  ft. 

Bennett  Place. . 365  ft.x29o  ft. 

Total  area  of  Minor  Places 57^^  acres. 


Distance   from    several    leading  points   to  and 

through  the  Parks. 

Miles. 

Niagara  Square  to  Parade  House  by  Genesee 
street (about)  2^ ^ 

Niagara   Square   to   Lake  View   House   by 

Front  avenue "  i  ^ . 

Niagara  Square  to  Park  Boathouse  by  Dela- 
ware avenue,  etc **  3  J4. 

The  Circle  to  Parade  House  by  North  and 

Best  streets "  2  ^ . 

The  Circle  to  Lake  View  House  by  Porter 

avenue **  i. 

The  Circle   to  Boathouse  by  Richmond  ave., 

etc "  2>4. 

The  Parade  House  to  Boathouse  by  Hum- 
boldt Parkway "  3  >^. 

Circuit  Drive  around  the  Park  Meadow "  itV 

Length  of  Drives  in  "  the  Park  " "  3. 

"        **    Ride "  I. 

"   Walks  in  the  "  Water  Park  " "  3^^. 

"   circuit  Walk  around  "  Gala  Water"  "  2. 

**        **    Parkways  200  feet  wide **  3^. 

"        "    Avenues  100  feet  wide "  4. 
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COMMISSIONERS. 


-•♦»■ 


His  Honor  THE  MAYOR,  Ex-officio. 
SHERMAN  S.  JEWETT,  JACOB  HASSELBACH, 

JAMES  A.  ROBERTS,  LOUIS  ZITTEL, 

N.  W.    RANSOM,  Terms  expire  May  ist,  1894. 


MICHAEL  NELLANY, 
DANIEL  O'DAY, 
AUG.  F.  SCHEU, 


JOHN  C.  GRAVES, 
NORMAN  E.  MACK, 

Terras  expire  May  ist,  1896. 


BRONSON  C.  RUMSEY, 
JAMES  R.  SxMITH, 
JOHN  MAYER, 


BRITAIN  HOLMES, 
WM.  HENGERER. 

Terms  expire  May  ist,  1896. 


President 
SHERMAN  S.  JEWETT. 


Secretary  and  Treasurer^ 
GEORGE  H.  SELKIRK. 


Superintendent^ 

WILLIAM  McMillan. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 


*»» 


Executive  Committee. 
SHERMAN  S.  JEWETT,  President. 
WILLIAM  HENGERER,  JAMES  R.  SMITH, 

JOHN  MAYER,  LOUIS  ZITTEL, 


Committee  on  Grounds  and  Hoods. 
JOHN  C.  GRAVES,  BRONSON  C.  RUMSEY, 

DANIEL  ODAY,  JAMES  A.  ROBERTS, 

NORMAN  E.  MACK. 


Committee  on  Buildings, 
BRITAIN    HOLMES,  JACOB   HASSELBACH, 

N.  W.  RANSOM,  .  MICHAEL  NELLANY, 

AUG.  F.  SCHEU. 


Auditing  Committee. 
MICHAEL  NELLANY,  JAMES  R.  SMITH. 

WM.  HENGERER. 


PARK  COMMISSIONERS'  REPORT. 


To  the  Honorable,  the  COMMON  COUNCIL  of  the  City 
of  Buffalo: 

The  Park  Commissioners  submit  herewith  their 
annual  report  for  the  year  1891. 

RECEIPTS   AND    EXPENDITURES. 

Amount  of  appropriation  to  July  ist,  1891. . .  $  23,975.00 
Amount  of  appropriation  from  July  ist,  1891, 

to  July  ist,  1892 101,300.00 

Receipts  from  rents  and  sundry  sales 3*324.06 

Balance  on  hand  January  ist,  1891 1,500.00 

Total  resources $130,099.06 

Total  expenditures  to  January  ist,  1892 7i>554-5o 

Balance  on  hand $58,544.56 

A  general  abstract  of  all  receipts  and  expenditures 
accompanies  this  report. 

GENERAL  MAINTENANCE  WORK. 

The  maintenance  work  of  the  year  was  of  the  usual 
routine  character,  with  the  exception  of  a  a  few  exten- 
sive repairs  of  structures.  At  the  Park  the  stone  boat- 
landing  near  the  boat-house  was  taken  down,  and 
rebuift  upon  a  larger  and  much  more  substantial  plan. 
Extensive  repairs  were  at  the  same  time  made  upon 
the  masonry  vault  of  the  boat  house.  A  general  recon- 
struction upon  a  large  scale  was  also  necessary  of  the 


exposed  wood-work  of  the  verandas  of  the  refectories 
at  the  Parade  and  at  the  Front. 

The  roadway  of  Jewett  avenue,  from  the  Park  to 
Main  street,  was  repaired  with  a  thick  layer  of  crushed 
stone,  thoroughly  compacted  by  the  heavy  steam  road 
roller  belonging  to  the  Park.  It  is  now  in  better  con- 
dition than  when  first  constructed  i6  years  ago.  The 
roller  had  done  much  service  in  the  earlier  years  of  road 
construction  in  the  parks,  but  it  had  lain  idle  for  the 
last  12  years.  Before  being  fit  for  further  service  a 
general  renewal  of  many  of  its  parts  was  necessary,  and 
several  important  changes  of  plan  were  at  the  same 
time  made  in  som^  of  its  structural  details.  Its  weight 
has  been  increased  to  about  i8  tons,  and  its  capacity 
for  heavy  duty  is  now  greatly  enlarged. 

As  gravel  of  suitable  quality  for  surface  repairs  of  the 
Park  drives  is  becoming  scarce  and  costly,  a  lai^e  stone 
crushing  machine,  specially  designed  for  breaking  rock 
to  any  desired  gauge  of  fineness,  was  bought,  and  pre- 
paration is  being  made  for  setting  it  up  in  the  Park 
quarry.  Finely  crushed  stone  used  as  surface  dressing 
packs  more  readily  than  gravel,  and  adheres  together 
more  firmly  under  ordinary  wear  and  tear.  Flint  rock 
is  so  abundant  in  the  Park,  and  is-  so  extensively 
quarried  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  that  a  sufficient 
supply  for  the  crushing  machine  can  readily  be  obtained 
for  many  years. 

PARKWAY  IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  growth  of  the  city  is  now  becoming  especially 
noticeable  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  parkways, 
both  on  the  east  and  west  sides.     In  many  of  the  in- 


tersecting  streets  water  and  gas  mains  have  been  laid, 
sewers  built  and  roadways  paved,  within  the  last  two 
or  three  years.  The  paving  of  Clinton  avenue  with 
asphalt  on  each  side  of  Chapin  and  Bidwell  parkways 
made  it  necessary  to  pave  the  intersections  of  this 
avenue  across  both  these  parkways.  A  macadam  road- 
way with  stone  curbs  and  block  stone  gutters  was  built 
about  the  same  time  that  the  other  sections  of  the 
street  were  paved  with  asphalt.  The  length  of  both 
crossings  is  480  feet. 

On  Humboldt  parkway  sewers  were  built  by  the  city 
on  both  sides  from  Ferry  street  southward  to  near  the 
Parade,  and  the  lamp  district  was  extended  northward 
from  Ferry  street  to  Main  street.  The  construction  of 
a  sewer  ordered  on  the  east  side  of  the  parkway  be- 
tween Ferry  and  Puffer  streets  is  delayed  by  the  neces- 
sary postponement  of  the  construction  of  the  stone 
bridge  across  the  parkway  at  the  intersection  of  Scaja- 
quada  creek. 

An  appropriation  of  $35,000,  for  this  work,  and  for 
grading  and  opening  the  parkway  across  the  long- 
standing gap  near  the  creek,  was  included  in  the  esti- 
mates for  Park  work.  Plans  and  specifications  for  this 
bridge  were  made  and  approved,  and  bids  received  for 
its  construction  by  contract  at  figures  within  the  esti- 
mated cost.  But  before  signing  the  contract  negotia- 
tions were  opened  with  the  adjacent  lot  owners  with 
the  object  of  deepening  and  straightening  the  channel 
of  the  creek,  to  the  mutual  benefit  of  both  the  parkway 
and  the  private  property  affected.  The  matters  was 
nearly  arranged  on  terms  that  seemed  fairly  satisfactory 
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to  the  Board,  and  in  our  opinion  highly  beneficial  to 
the  lot  owners.  But  unfortunately,  at  the  last  moment, 
a  spirit  of  contention  and  opposition  was  unexpectedly 
manifested  by  one  or  two  of  the  parties  interested,  and 
new  demands  were  made  which  seemed  to  us  not  only 
unreasonable  but  extortionate.  We  were  therefore 
reluctantly  compelled  to  abandon  the  work  for  the 
present,  and  wait  for  more  favorable  conditions. 

We  believe  that  upon  fuller  and  calmer  reflection  the 
opposing  lot  owners  will  see  that  any  indefinite  delay 
in  making  this  most  desirable  improvement  of  the 
parkway  will  not  only  prevent  the  rise  in  value  of  the  ad- 
jacent lands,  which  the  proposed  improvement  would 
insure,  but  will  surely  force  a  positive  decline  in  value. 
All  the  land  in  question  is  subject  to  periodic  overflow 
by  the  creek,  and  no  profitable  use  can  be  made  of  it 
under  present  conditions. 

The  channel  of  this  brook,  the  whole  distance  from 
Fillmore  avenue  to  Puffer  street,  is  so  very  crooked 
that  some  combined  movement  to  straighten  it  may 
with  certainty  be  expected  at  an  early  day.  This 
change  of  its  bed  is  so  manifestly  to  the  advantage  of 
all  the  abutting  land  owners  that  any  selfish  attempt  to 
resist  it,  if  made,  would  surely  be  defeated.  Meantime 
the  building  of  the  parkway  bridge,  and  the  opening  of 
the  lateral  roadways  must  await  the  natural  course  of 
events. 

The  Park  Commissioners  have  no  desire  in  this  con- 
troversy to  retort  in  kind  by  advising  any  obstructive 
attitude  in  behalf  of  the  city.  They  are  ready  at  any 
time  to  co-operate  with  the  other  parties  in  interest  in 


carrying  out  any  fair  and  reasonable  scheme  of  improve^ 
ment.  This  may  be  brought  about  either  by  mutual 
agreement  of  all  the  parties  interested,  or  by  procuring 
legislation  to  effect  some  equitable  solution  of  the 
problem. 

LAFAYETTE   SQUARE. 

The  work  on  Lafayette  Square,  made  necessary  by 
the  '^ taking  down  and  rebuilding  of  the  Soldiers'  and  . 
Sailors'  Monument,  is  now  practically  completed.  An 
entire  change  in  the  general  plan  of  the  grounds  has 
been  made,  with  the  motive  of  providing  greater  free- 
dom and  facility  of  movement  in  tlie  ordinary  public 
use  of  the  square.  Unnecessary  walks  were  closed 
and  those  remaining  were  widened  and  straightened, 
and  reconstructed  with  blue  stone  flagging.  They  are 
located  on  the  most  direct  and  convenient  lines  for  the 
multitude  constantly  passing  and  repassing  through  the 
square,  and  all  intent  on  making  the  shortest  cut 
possible. 

For  the  few  who  may  use  this  square  for  rest  or  rec- 
reation, and  for  convenient  inspection  of  the  monument, 
the  walk  encircling  its  base  was  made  of  extra  width, 
and  its  outer  margin  will  next  season  be  furnished  with 
fixed  settees.  The  grass  plots  were  deeply  trenched 
and  filled  up  with  rich  loam.  The  changes  of  plan  and 
grade  make  a  systematic  replanting  necessary  next 
spring.  On  the  Washington  street  side  of  the  square 
new  flagging  was  also  laid  the  full  width  of  the  sidewalk 
border.  A  similar  improvement  is  desirable  on  Clinton 
and  Lafayette  streets. 


lO 
THE  FRONT. 

At  the  Front  steady  progfress  has  been  made  in  fill- 
ing up  to  the  established  grade  the  low  lands  recently 
acquired  west  of  the  canal.  Last  spring  a  plan  for  the 
improvement  of  this  section  received  from  F.  L.  01m- 
stead  &  Co.  Photo-lithograph  copies  of  this  plan  was 
recently  published  in  the  illustrated  Express,  and  its 
general  features  are  probably  quite  well-known  to  our 
citizens.  So  far  as  we  are  aware  no  effective  criticism 
against  the  plan  has  been  elicited.  It  seems  to  the 
Board  to  be  well  designed  to  utilize  to  the  best  advan- 
tage to  the  possibilities  of  a  very  cramped  and  difficult 
site.  But  wishing  to  give  ample  time  and  oppor- 
tunity for  the  public  to  understand  the  plan  fully,  it  has 
not  yet  been  formally  adopted. 

For  the  information  of  those  who  have  not  seen  the 
published  illustration  of  the  plan,  its  chief  features  may 
be  briefly  summarized.  It  provides  play  grounds  for 
quiet  out-door  games,  with  suitable  apparatus  for  gym- 
nastic and  athletic  exercises,  for  each  sex  separately,  on 
the  two  narrow  squares  between  the  canal  and  the  rail- 
road, each  to  be  effectively  enclosed  and  protected  by  a 
substantial  wall  and  strong  fence. 

West  of  the  railroad  the  shallow  water  is  utilized  in 
part  as  a  bathing  beach,  and  in  part  as  an  anchorage 
for  small  sail  boats  and  row  boats.  On  the  shore  front- 
ing the  bathing  beach  suitable  bath  houses  and  offices 
are  placed.  Alongside  the  anchorage  a  landing  quay  is 
proposed  with  a  broad  promenade,  both  for  carriageway 
and  footpath.  It  is  proposed  to  cross  the  railroad  by 
a  subway  for  carriages  at  the  north  end  of  the  grounds, 
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and  by  an  overhead  footpath-bridge  at  Porter  avenue. 

This  plan,  if  adopted  in  all  its  details  would  transform 
this  hitherto  unsightly  and  noisome  locality  into  a 
a  most  attractive  and  healthful  pleasure  ground.  Its 
construction  will  require  considerable  time  and  money. 
If  funds  cannot  be  provided  to  carry  out  the  whole 
plan  in  each  feature  simultaneously,  the  improvement 
can  be  made  year  by  year,  taking  up  and  completing 
one  or  more  sections  separately.  It  is,  however,  highly 
desirable  that  all  the  work  be  done  speedily,  with  a 
view,  both  to  the  best  public  utility  and  the  most  per- 
manent durability. 

Last  season  the  officers  of  the  State  Canal  Depart- 
ment lengthened  the  Bird  Island  breakwater  nearly  a 
thousand  feet.  This  greatly  lessens  the  risks  of  dam- 
age  by  heavy  storms  to  any  of  the  proposed  park 
structures  on  the  shore.  It  also  provides  a  much  larger 
area  of  smooth  water  for  amateur  rowing  and  sailing  in 
small  boats.  To  obtain  for  the  public  all  possible 
facilities  in  the  use  of  both  grounds  and  waters,  some 
specific  arrangements  must  necessarily  be  made  with 
the  railrocidy  State  and  United  States  officers  or  author- 
ities, with  reference  to  the  mutual  rights  and  privileges 
of  each.  No  difficulty  is  apprehended  in  reaching  a 
mutually  satisfactory  agreement  on  all  mooted  points. 


SOUTH   SIDE  PARKS  AND   PARKWAYS. 

The  progress  of  the  proceedings  for  the  acquisition 
of  lands  for  parks  and  parkways  on  the  southerly  border 
of  the  city  is  still  very  slow.      The  awards  submitted  a 
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year  ago  to  the  Superior  Court  by  the  Appraisal  Com- 
missioners for  the  three  park  sites  were  confirmed  by 
the  Court  at  various  dates  during  the  first  half  of  the 
year,  there  being  nine  independent  proceedings  each 
acted  on  separately.  In  one  of  these  the  owner  of  the 
lands  refused  to  accept  the  award  and  appealed  to  the 
Supreme  Court,  in  which  the  appeal  was  argued  last 
month,  but  no  decision  has  yet  been  handed  down. 
The  tract  in  question  is  at  Stony  Point  on  the  Lake 
Shore.  It  has  an  area  of  about  39  acres,  and  the 
amount  of  the  award  is  §16,133. 75.  ^^^  t'he  other 
awards  have  been  paid,  and  the  city  is  now  in  full  pos- 
session of  the  premises.  Up  to  date  the  total  expen- 
diture for  these  lands,  including  tlie  cost  of  acquiring 
title,  is  '^172,635.55. 

The  determination  of  the  most  suitable  routes  for 
parkways  to  connect  these  parks  with  each  other,  and 
all  of  them  with  the  park  system  of  the  north  side  of 
the  city,  has  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Board  for 
the  whole  year.  It  is  a  question  beset  wi;h  many 
difficulties  on  every  hand,  and  consequently  the  pro 
gress  made  is  very  slow.  Much  remains  t»  be  done, 
and  .some  of  the  links  in  the  proposed  chain  it  may  be 
found  impracticable  to  provide. 

On  November  loth  the  Board  selected  and  located 
certain  strips  of  land  i  50  feet  wide  for  two  parkways 
connecting  the  two  inland  park  sites,  and  both  with 
the  small  public  square  known  as  Heacock  Place.  This 
action  Was  duly  confirmed  by  your  Honorable  Body, 
and   application  directed   to  be   made  to  the  Superior 
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Court  for  the  appointment  of  Commissioners  of  Ap- 
praisal. These  commissioners  have  not  yet  been  ap- 
pointed. 

The  route  of  the  principal  parkway  runs  for  the  most 
part  about  midway  between  the  Abbott  and  the  White's 
Corners  roads.  The  depth  between  these  roads  is  so 
great  that  an  avenue  on  or  near  this  line  would  in  any 
case  be  the  most  natural  proceeding  for  the  future  de- 
velopment of  the  adjacent  lands.  The  opening  of  the 
parkway,  with  only  half  the  cost  of  construction  assess- 
able on  abutting  property,  will  be  a  great  benefit  to  the 
owners,  and  no  claim  for  damages  can  be  maintained 
except,  perhaps,  at  one  or  two  unimportant  points. 
For  over  two-thirds  of  the  distance  written  agreements 
to  deed  the  parkway  strip  free  of  cost  have  been  re- 
ceived. 

As  is  the  case  in  the  opening  of  all  new  streets  the 
value  of  the  abutting  land  will  be  increased  far  more 
than  the  worth  of  the  strip  given  for  the  parkway. 
The  extra  width  of  the  parkway,  as  well  as  the  partial 
exemption  from  local  assessments,  enhance  the  value 
of  the  la«d   in   like  proportion.     The  length  is  about 
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8,500  feet  from  Heacock  place  to  the  Park  on  the 
White's  Corners  road. 

At  the  principal  angle  of  this  parkway  about  oppo- 
site the  park  site  on  Cazenovia  creek,  a  branch  of  the 
same  width,  1,850  feet  in  length,  leads  to  the  proposed 
western  entrance  to  that  park.  Along  both  routes  the 
gradients  are  light,  and  the  land  on  each  side  averages 
the  highest  and  most  eligible 'for  residence  sites  south 
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of  the  Buffalo  river.  In  due  time  the  land  adjoining 
these  parkways  will  surely  be  the  most  attractive  resi- 
dence section  on  the  southerly  side  of  the  City. 

The  law  also  authorizes  the  Park  Commissioners  to 
locate  a  parkway  to  connect  the  South  Park  system 
with  Fillmore  avenue.  But  unfortunately  no  availa- 
ble route  can  be  found  through  this  section  that  is  not 
beset  with  difficulties  and  ^  disadvantages  which  seem 
almost  insurmountable.  It  is  all  being  rapidly  built 
up,  and  also  gridironed  with  railroad  yards  and  tracks. 
The  leading  streets  are  only  four  rods  wide,  and  all 
occupied  with  double  tracked  street  car  lines.  All  of 
them  are  also  crossed  on  grade  by  about  half  a  dozen 
steam  railroads.  In  addition  to  a  large  local  traffic, 
each  of  these  streets  must  also  accommodate  the  travel 
of  a  large  area  of  tributary  country. 

The  street  system  of  this  district  is  in  fact  barely  ad- 
equate to  the  present  traffic.  The  recent  introduction 
of  electric  cars  running  at  high  speed  and  practically 
monopolizing  half  the  roadway,  adds  greatly  to  the 
risks,  obstructions  and  annoyances  which  all  travel 
through  this  section  must  encounter.  This  is  greatly 
aggravated  at  each  of  the  many  railroad  grade  crossings. 
And  supposing  these  all  abolished,  the  subways  or 
bridges  being  only  28  feet  wide,  including  sidewalks, 
all  roadway  traffic  over  them  must  be  on  the  rails  of 
the  electric  roads. 

It  therefore  seems  to  us  that  apart  from  all  question 
of  a  wide  and  pleasant  avenue  for  Park  travel  through 
this   section  the  openirfg  of   a  trunk    thoroughfare  of 
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ample  width  for  all  trafBc  that  may  conveniently  con- 
verge upon  it,  is  a  matter  of  much  greater  importance. 
The  future  needs  of  this  quarter  of  the  city  make  it 
imperative  that  one  or  more  of  the  principal  streets 
should  now  be  widened  before  it  is  forever  late.  The 
park  law  [affords  a  convenient  opportunity  to  remedy 
these  defects  in  the  present  street  plan.  To  prevent 
the  congestion  of  street  traffic,  sure  to  occur  in  the 
near  future,  is  already  a  question  of  the  very  highest 
importance  to  the  City  of  Buffalo.  If  a  route  can  be 
found  through  this  region  for  an  avenue  of  parkway 
width  that  will  not  involve  an  expenditure  of  money 
greater  than  the  benefits  to  be  attained  by  its  construc- 
tion are  worth,  it  ought  to  be  located  without  delay. 
Even  if  not  opened  as  planned  for  many  years  to  come, 
a  great  advantage  would  at  once  be  gained  by  prevent- 
ing further  obstructions  being  placed  in  the  right  of 
way. 

But  this  is  a  project  that  cannot  be  carried  out  with- 
out the  cordial  endorsement  of  the  public  at  large  after 
a  fair  and  full  discussion  of  the  question.  Such  an 
avenue  through  a  densely  settled  business  quarter  could 
have  no  parkway  character  except  its  width,  and  one- 
half  the  cost  of  its  construction  would  not  be  a  natural 
or  legitimate  charge  on  the  Park  Fund.  But  our  ex- 
amination of  this  question,  as  required  of  us  by  the 
Park  Law,*  has  forcibly  impressed  us  with  the  fact  of 
its  great  importance  to  the  whole  city.  We  have  there- 
fore thought  it  our  duty  briefly  to  state  the  problem 
and   submit   it   the   consideration  of   your  Honorable 
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Body,  and  thus  also  bring  it  to  the  attention  of  all  our 
citizens. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SHERMAN  S.  JEWETT. 

President. 
CHAS.  F.  BISHOP, 

JOHN  C.  GRAVES, 

JACOB  HASSELBECK, 

WILLIAM  HENGERER, 

BRITAIN  HOLMES, 

JOHN  MAYER, 

NORMAN  E.  MACK, 

MICHAEL  NELLANY, 

DANIEL  O'DAY, 

NORMAN  W.  RANSOM, 

JAMES  A.  ROBERTS. 

BRONSON  C.  RUMSEY, 

AUGUSTUS  F.  SCHEU, 

JAMES  R.  SMITH, 

LOUIS  ZITTEL. 

Buffalo,  January  ii,  1892. 
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Park  Farmstead,  January  2,  1892. 

To  THE  Board  of  Park  Commissioners: 

I  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  work  done  on  the 
parks  and  the  park  approaches  for  the  year  1891. 

general  maintenance. 

The  two  previous  winters  were  so  unusually  mild 
that  no  ice  strong  enough  for  safe  public  skating  formed 
on  the  Park  Lake  until  more  than  half  the  season  had 
past.  It  was  then  too  late  for  any  popular  interest  in 
the  sport  to  be  awakened,  and  but  little  scraping  of  the 
usual  skating  rink  was  necessary. 

But  the  season  of  *go-'gi  began  about  the  middle  of 
December,  and  continued  with  little  interruption  for 
more  than  two  months.  During  the  holidays  the  ice 
was  in  excellent  condition  and  the  weather  specially 
favorable.  For  several  weeks  the  daily  average  fum- 
ber  of  skaters  on  the  ice  was  over  2,000,  and  on  some 
days  about  5,000  persons  resorted  to  the  Park  ^to 
enjoy  the  sport.  The  rink  area  kept  free  from  snow, 
and  planed  daily  to  remove  grooved  and  ground  ice, 
was  twice  as  large  as  in  any  former  year.  On  the  other 
hand  the  present  season  has  not  opened  up  yet,  the 
year  closing  with  little  or  no  frost  in  the  ground. 
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During  the  cold  weather  of  January,  when  the  turf 
was  firmly  frozen,  about  2,900  loads  of  stable  manure 
were  delivered  on  the  lawn  surfaces  of  the  several  parks. 
Of  this  quantity  about  2,200  loads  were  spread  on  the 
Meadow  Park,  and  the  remainder  distributed /r^  ra/<7 
on  the  Parade,  the  Front,  Masten  Place  and  Bennett 
Place.  In  March  and  April,  as  soon  as  the  surface 
frost  thawed  out,  this  manure  was  spread  evenly, 
broken  up  fine,  and  the  coarser  litter  raked  off. 

Whenever  the  weather  was  favorable  the  usual 
annual  pruning  of  the  shrubbery  and  general  trimming 
of  the  grounds  were  done,  the  work  being  completed 
about  the  middle  of  April.  In  the  latter  half  of  this 
month  about  1,200  young  shrubs  and  trees  were  planted 
in  various  sections  of  the  several  parks  and  minor 
squares.  The  .newly  made  gaps  in  the  Park  Nursery 
were  at  same  time  filled  up  again  with  about  an  equal 
quantity  of  younger  stock. 

Humboldt  Parkway,  from  Agassiz  place  to  Florida 
street,  was  replanted  with  300  elm  and  150  maple  trees. 
Each  tree  was  furnished  with  a  cubic  yard  of  rich  loam, 
in  place  of  an  equal  quantity  of  stiff  clay  sub-soil  re- 
moved. The  trees  were  set  out  intermediately  with 
the  Tulip  trees  and  Sycamore  maples  planted  when  the 
parkway  was  opened.  These  have  not  grown  well  as  a 
general  rule,  owing  to  the  stiffness  and  sterility  of  the 
soil.  They  may,  however,  remain  until  the  younger 
trees,  which  are  of  kinds  better  suited  to  the  conditions 
of  this  region,  grow  to  such  a  size  as  to  require  more 
space  for  their  future  development. 

Throughout   the  year  the  maintenance  work  of  the 
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parks  and  approaches  was  of  the  usual  routine  character. 
In  April,  May  and  June  there  was  less  than  half  the 
average  rainfall.  In  the  latter  half  of  June  lawn  mow- 
ing nearly  ceased,  and  the  grass  had  an  autumn  tint. 
The  pasture  area  of  the  Park  Meadow  was  especially 
dry  and  brown.  The  hay  crop,  cut  at  this  time,  yielded 
only  about  one-fourth  of  the  quantity  cut  the  previous 
year.  Beginning  with  July,  the  rainfall  for  the  rest  of 
the  year  was  nearly  up  to  the  average.  But  the  sub- 
soil was  not  thoroughly  moistened  until  December. 
Trees  and  shrubs  ripened  and  shed  their  leaves  early, 
and  the  usual  brilliancy  of  the  autumn  foliage  was  not 
displayed.  As  December  has  been  remarkably  rainy 
and  mild  the  roots  of  trees  and  shrubs  are  now  well 
moistened,  and  thus  fortunately  in  condition  to  with- 
stand the  usual  winter's  cold  and  the  sunshine  of  clear 
frosty  days.  The  Park  Meadow  was  open  for  horse- 
back riders  continuously  from  the  ist  of  May  to  the  ist 
of  December. 

REPAIRS  OF  STRUCTURES. 

In  the  latter  half  of  April,  when  the  Park  Lake  was 
still  at  its  lower  winter  level,  the  principal  boat  landing 
(near  the  boat-house)  was  entirely  rebuilt  and  consider- 
ably enlarged.  The  timber  coping  of  the  former 
structure  had  become  much  decayed,  and  the  wall 
(built  of  small  rubble  stones)  required  annual  repairs  of 
the  damage  done  by  frost,  ice  and  high  floods.  The  new 
pier  is  built  of  heavy  blocks  of  dressed  stone  laid  in 
regular  courses.  The  wall  averages  over  four  feet  in 
th^'ckness  and  rests  on  a  plank  foundation  seven  feet 
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below  the  summer  water  level.  The  front  of  the  pier 
measures  60  feet,  and  each  side  32^  feet.  A  recessed 
landing — step  20  feet  long  is  fitted  into  the  coping 
course  in  the  centre  of  the  front  wall.  All  the  stone 
was  quarried  and  dressed  in  the  park  quarry. 

In  May  extensive  masonry  repairs  were  made  on  the 
vault  of  the  Boat  house  and  carpentry  repairs  on  the 
Parade  House.  The  woodwork  of  the  large  open  ver- 
andas of  this  house  are  peculiarly  subject  to  decay.  In 
such  an  exposed  condition  the  joints  shrink  in  mid- 
summer, and  water  leaking  in  quickly  rots  the  joists, 
sills,  plates  and  the  bases  of  the  columns  and  pilasters. 
Every  spring  extensive  renewals  of  these  parts  become 
necessary.  Last  season  the  interior  of  the  saloon, 
and  various  other  portions  of  the  house,  were  repainted, 
papered  or  plastered. 

Later  in  the  season  both  the  lower  and  upper  ver- 
andas of  the  Lake  View  house  at  the  Front  were  found 
to  be  badly  decayed  in  the  same  manner  as  those  at  the 
Parade  House.  A  general  renewal  of  all  ihe  more  im- 
portant timbers  was  necessary  to  insure  safety  on  the 
occasions  of  the  band  concerts.  Several  of  these  were 
given,  both  at  the  Front  and  at  the  Parade,  the  former 
paid  for  by  private  subscription,  the  latter  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  lessee.  The  lessee  of  the  Parade  House 
built,  chiefly  at  his  own  expense,  a  large^  ornamental 
music  stand  at  the  east  end  of  the  pedestrian  plaza. 
Several  fine  concerts  were  given  by  a  large  band.  The 
acoustic  properties  of  the  stand  werp  excellent,  but  the 
attendance  after  the  first  few  concerts  was  so  meagre 
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that  they  were  discontinued.      The  experience  of  the 
experiment  at  the  Front  was  .similar. 

DAMAGE  TO   FLOWER  BEDS  AND   FOUNTAINS. 

At  the  usual  time  the  flower  and  foliage  beds  at  the 
Parade,  and  the  various  minor  squares  and  places,  were 
filled  on  the  same  general  plan  as  heretofore.  In  all 
these  places  a  larger  flower  and  foliage  display  would 
be  desirable,  if  the  plants  could  be  protected  suffic- 
iently to  maintain  an  ornamental  character  throughout 
the  season.  But  unfortunately  this  seems  to  be  im- 
possible under  the  present  conditions  of  our  city  life. 
In  such  exposed  situations  constant  police  supervision 
would  be  necessary,  especially  after  dark.  Much  of  the 
damage  done  is  accidental,  or  rather  incidental  to  the 
thoughtless  and  careless  behavior  of  the  public  in  such 
places,  especially  whenever  a  crowd  assembles  intent 
on  some  spectacular  display  or  other  extraneous  amuse- 
ment on  the  bordering  streets.  But  most  of  the  dam- 
age is  done  by  boys  bent  on  malicious  mischief  as  an 
amusement.  The  average  street  arab  chafes  under* 
every  restraint  of  his  assumed  license  to  do  as  he 
pleases,  and  he  takes  special  delight  in  all  petty  tres- 
passes in  which  he  thinks  he  can  indulge  with  safety. 
Even  when  serious  damage  is  done  from  purely  ma- 
licious motives,  arrest  and  trial  are  useless,  as  the  pun- 
ishment inflicted,  if  any,  is  rarely  sufficient  to  warn 
others,  or  even  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  the  oflEense  at 
the  next  favorable  opportunity. 

Disorderly  conduct  of  this  character  is  not  confined 
to  incidental  damages  to  lawns  and  flower  beds.      The 
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two  small  fountains  in  Lafayette  Square  were  the  con- 
stant target  for  destructive  battery  by  every  imaginable 
style  of  warfare,  and  they  finally  were  removed  in  con- 
sequence. In  a  similar  manner  the  fountains  in  John- 
son Place  and  Days  Place  are  a  constant  source  of 
trouble  and  expense.  The  children  and  youth  of  the 
vicinity  are  constantly  dabbling  in  the  water  of  the 
basins,  or  tampering  with  the  jets.  In  winter,  from 
similar  causes,  no  protective  covering  can  be  properly 
kept  in  place  over  the  masonry  of  the  basins.  Conse- 
quently the  cement  must  be  renewed  every  spring.  Un- 
der any  conditions  such  structures  are  peculiarly  liable 
to  damage  by  frost.  Last  season  the  basin  of  the  Days 
Place  fountain  had  become  so  crumbled  that  it  was  be- 
yond repair,  and  it  was  necessary  to  rebuilt  it  entirely 
at  an  expense  of  about  $400. 

WORK   ON   PARK  APPROACHES, 

The  only  special  work  done  on  the  approaches  was 
the  resurfacing  of  Jewett  avenue  with  Macadam  stone, 
and  the  construction  of  a  permanent  Macadam  pave- 
ment on  the  line  of  Clinton  avenue  across  Bidwell  and 
Chapin  Parkways.  The  average  thickness  of  the  new 
layer  of  road  metal  placed  on  Jewett  avenue  is  seven 
inches.  The  total  quantities  of  the  material  used  in  the 
work  was  1,425  cubic  yards  of  broken  stone  and  425  yards 
of  gravel  and  sand.  The  length  of  the  two  newly  paved 
sections  of  Clinton  avenue  is  480  feet.  The  depth  of 
stone  in  the  roadway  is  about  20  inches,  and  the  gut- 
ters are  curbed  and  paved  with  Medina  stone.  As 
there  are  four  parkway-drive  intersections  paved,  the 
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total  length  of  curb  and  of  gutter  is  only  about  600 
feet  each. 

The  Macadam  stone  in  both  these  roadways  was 
thoroughly  compacted  with  the  Park  steam  road  roller. 
This  roller  had  not  been  used  for  12  years,  as  no  ex- 
tensive Macadam  paving  was  done  on  the  park  system 
during  that  time  except  by  contract.  But  during  the 
earlier  years  of  road  construction  on  a  large  scale,  the 
steam  roller  was  in  steady  service,  and  the  gearing  and 
fittings  of  the  engine,  as  well  as  the  fire  box  and  flues 
of  the  boiler,  were  worn  out.  As  extensive  repairs 
were  necessary,  the  opportunity  was  improved  to  gear 
the  engine  on  a  different  plan,  and  to  enlarge  the 
boiler  so  as  to  obtain  a  better  steam  supply.  The  ex- 
perience of  former  years  showed  various  defects  to  be 
remedied  if  possible,  especially,  the  lack  of  power  for 
heavy  work.  This  involved  some  ^dical  changes,  at  a 
large  expense,  but  the  improvement  attempted  has 
been  successfully  secured.  Steam  is  now  generated  as 
fast  as  required,  and  the  engine  has  ample  power  for  all 
ordinary  duty.  The  changes  in  structure  have  added 
materially  to  the  weight,  the  total  being  now  probably 
18  tons  against  16  tons  as  first  built. 

The  crushed  stone  used  on  Jewett  avenue  was  fur- 
nished by  contract,  and  chips  suitable  (with  some  ad- 
ditional breaking  by  hand)  for  the  work  on  Clinton 
avenue  were  obtained  quite  conveniently.  But  gravel 
of  suitable  quality  for  road  dressing  is  now  scarce  and 
difficult  to  obtain.  The  old  stone  crushing  machine  at 
the  Park  quarry  could  not  be  set  close  enough  to  crush 
all   the   stone   of  the  sizes  suitable  for  surfacing  the 
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drives.  A  No.  5  Gates  machine  of  a  bell-shaped  pattern, 
specially  designed  for  this  purpose,  was  bought,  and 
preparation  is  being  made  for  setting  it  up  in  the  same 
location  as  the  old  Blake  crusher.  The  engine  and 
boiler  are  being  repaired  and  adapted  to  the  new 
machine.  As  no  crushed  stone  is  now  wanted  until 
next  season,  the  work  on  the  engine  house  and  machin- 
ery has  been  stopped  for  the  winter.  About  600  loads 
of  flint  rock  of  the  size  suitable  for  the  crusher  have 
been  conveniently  obtained  from  an  adjacent  sewer  ex- 
cavation, and  delivered  along  side  of  the  crusher  for 
future  use. 

The  lamp  district  has  been  extended  in  Humboldt 
Parkway  between  Ferry  and  Main  streets.  A  six  inch 
pipe  was  laid  in  the  east  drive  and  a  four  inch  pipe  in 
the  west  road,  and  altogether  106  lamps  were  set  up. 
A  sewer  was  built  by  the  city  in  each  side  of  the  park- 
way, from  F'erry  street  to  the  summit  near  the  Parade. 
Large  sewers  now  cross  this  parkway  on  Ferry  street 
and  Delavan  avenue,  and  a  new  sewer  on  Puffer  street 
is  also  now  available  for  parkway  drainage-  The  water 
mains  have  been  extended  on  these  streets  as  far  as  the 
parkway,  thus  greatly  facilitating  the  sprinkling  of  this 
section  during  the  summer  months.  These  important 
improvements  make  doubly  necessary  the  construction 
of  a  permanent  bridge  across  Scajaquada  Creek,  in 
order  to  close  up  the  last  gap  in  •  the  plan  of  this 
parkway. 

LAFAYKTTK    SQUARE. 

The  reconstruction  of  Lafayette  Square  has  now 
been  completed.    The  ground  plan  has  been  remodeled 
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with  a  view  to  greater  simplicity  in  design,  and  more 
convenience  in  general  use.  Some  of  the  walks  have 
been  closed,  and  the  others  widened  and  straightened. 
The  principal  through  travel  is  diagonally  across  the 
Square.  From  each  of  the  four  corners  the  sweep 
around  the  base  of  the  monument  is  now  the  only  de- 
flection from  a  straight  line.  The  public  way  across 
the  Square  is  so  ample  and  direct  that  there  can  now 
be  no  excuse  for  trespassing  across  the  grass  plots. 

The  walks  are  all  laid  with  blue  stone  flags,  with  a 
three-inch  raised  curb  of  sawed  stone  along  each  mar- 
gin. The  Washington -street  side  of  the  Square  was 
also  laid  with  new  stone  the  full  width  from  curb  to  lot 
line.  The  total  area  of  the  new  flagging  laid  is  1,675 
square  yards.  All  the  grass  plots  were  trenched  over 
to  a  depth  of  two  feet.  In  this  work  about  600  loads 
of  coarse  gravelly  sub-soil  were  removed  and  an  equal 
quantity  of  good  loam  put  in  its  place.  They  were 
sown  with  grass  seed  early  in  September,  as  soon  as  the 
work  on  the  walks  would  permit.  The  replanting  of 
the  Square  with  suitable  shade  trees  is  deferred  until 
next  spring.  Eight  foliage  beds  were  filled  at  the  usual 
time,  but  all  suffered  more  or  less  damage  from  the 
untoward  conditions  to  which  they  were  exposed  in  the 
course  of  the  season. 

PROPAGATION    OF  BEDDING  PLANTS. 

In  September  (before  the  first  killing  frost)  a  suffic- 
ient supply  of  bedding  plants  was  taken  up  for  propa- 
gation for  next  year's  uses,  and  placed  in  one  of  the  old 
glass   houses   on  the  lands  recently  acquired  for  park 
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purposes  on  the  sonth  side  of  the  city.  This  house  is 
of  span-roof  form,  i2ofeet'by  lo  feet  in  size  and  stands 
on  the  Lake  Shore  tract  near  the  Hamburg  Turnpike, 
and  just  beyond  the  city  line.  It  had  formerly  been 
used  for  forcing  early  lettuce  and  other  vegetables  of 
a  similar  character.  It  was  in  fair  working  order  for 
this  purpose,  but  not  sufficiently  strong,  nor  tijg;ht,  nor 
properly  fitted  up  or  furnished  for  the  propagation  in 
mid-winter  of  the  usual  bedding  plants.  The  boiler 
was  put  in  order,  extra  hot  water  piping  laid,  the  walls 
sheathed  on  the  inside,  and  new  staging  set  up.  It 
was  partitioned  nea^  the  centre,  and  the  piping  fitted 
up  so  that  each  half  could  be  heated  independently  to 
the  temperature  most  suitable  for  the  different  kinds 
of  plants.  In  the  warmer  half  a  suitable  propagating 
bench  was  built,  and  filled  with  slips  of  the  usual  kinds 
of  plants  for  summer  bedding.  As  soon  as  these  were 
rooted  and  potted  off,  the  bench  was  again  filled  with 
about  5,000  cuttings  and  grafted  scions  of  hard- wooded 
plants,  to  be  set  out  next  spring  as  hardy  nursery  stock 
for  the  future  plantations  of  the  parks. 

The  house  is  now  full,  and  as  the  plants  grow,  more 
room  becomes  necessary.  Another  house  on  an  adjac- 
ent lot  is  now  being  prepared  to  receive  the  overplus 
from  the  propagating  department.  It  is  in  the  form  of 
two  span-roofed  houses  in  one,  each  division  about  80 
feet  by  10  feet.  It  had  formerly  been  used  for  forcing 
early  vegetables,  but  had  not  been  used  for  some  years. 
It  was  furnished  with  a  standard  greenhouse  boiler  and 
hot  water  piping,  but  the  water  not  having  been  drawn 
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off  in  season,  frost  had  made  the  whole  heating  appar- 
atus  useless. 

All  necessary  repairs  and  alterations  have  been  com- 
pleted, except  the  replacing  of  the  broken  boiler  with 
a  new  one  of  the  same  size  and  style.  Both  houses 
are  near  enough  together  to  be  conveniently  worked 
as  one  .establishment.  A  good  well  and  windmill 
furnishes  water  for  the  first  house,  and  will  probably 
provide  a  sufficient  supply  for  both. 

On  another  section  of  the  lands  acquired  there  was  a 
much  larger  glass  house  of  similar  character,  but  the 
heating  furnace  was  an  experimental  abortion  of  a  kind 
that  could  not  be  adapted  for  the  culture  of  greenhouse 
plants.  Neither  could  any  parts  of  it  be  used  inde- 
pendently of  the  whole.  It  has  been  entirely  disman- 
tled, and  the  sound  piping  found  in  it  has  been  set  up 
in  the  other  houses. 

THE  FRONT. 

At  the  Front  a  large  quantity  of  filling  has  been  de- 
livered during  the  year  on  the  low  lands  of  the  new 
section  *  across  the  canal.  The  whole  area  east  of  the 
N.  Y.  C.  R.  R.  has  now  been  filled  up  between  the  lines 
of  Jersey  and  Connecticut  streets  to  the  grade  required 
by  the  plan  for  the  improvement  of  this  portion,  fur- 
nished to  the  Board  by  Messrs.  F.  L.  Olmstead  &  Co. 
On  the  part  west  of  the  railroad  a  large  amount  of  fill- 
ing has  also  been  delivered  on  and  near  the  site  for- 
merly occupied  by  the  ice  houses.  Preparatory  to 
filling  the  adjacent  low  lands  north  of  the  ice-house 
site,  about  3,500  cubic  yards  of  sand  and  gravel  have 
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been  excavated  and  piled  up  on  the  graded  sections  for 
future  use  in  the  construction  of  the  grounds.  All  of 
this  useful'  material  that  could  be  economically  ob- 
tained for  the  present  has  now  been  secured.  The 
grading  of  these  new  lands  and  the  storing  of  the 
gravel  and  sand  has  been  the  principal  work  of  the 
park  force  during  the  last  two  months  of  the  year. 

Throughout  the  year  the  average  number  of  the  force 
employed  daily  was  in  each  month  as  follows:  In  Jan- 
uary 45,  February  15,  March  30,  April  78,  May  85,  June 
80,  July  63,  August  60,  September  60,  October  75, 
November  65,  December  42. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WM.  McMillan. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT,  1891. 


Abstract  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures. 

Receipts. 

Balance  from  fund  of  1890 %     1,500.00 

Appropriated  by  Common  Council, 

Jan.  I,  to  July  i,  1891 23»975oo 

Appropriated  by  Common  Council, 

July  I,  1891,  to  July  I,  1892..     101,300.00^126,775.00 


Received  for  rents $2,200.00 

sheep  and  wool 504.75 

hay 67.90 

plants 48.50 

old  iron. ...    42.85 

use  of  steam  roller. . .  100.00 

sundries 29.50 

from  sale  of  old  build- 


(i 


ings 

Soldiers'  and  Sailors' 
Monument  Fund . . 


175.00 


155.56 


3,324.06 
$130,099.06 


Expenditures. 

Labor,  ordinary  maintenance 

Teams 

Salaries 

Park  Police 


20,754.13 
5,618.53 

3,716.66 

6,268  05 
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Keep  of  animals $   610.13 

Office  expenses 124.47 

Printing,  stationery,  etc 148.69 

Minor  squares  and  triangles 75^-03 

Tools  and  Machinery 5»904-53 

Manure  and  fertilizers 1,361.00 

Repair  of  buildings 4,1 25.42 

Repair  of  roads  and  walks ^,588.31 

Insurance 827.90 

Trees,  plants  and  seeds 1,179.54 

Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Monument.. . .  352.00 

Lafayette  Square 5,288.29 

South  Park  expenses 3^495 -59 

Improvement  of  new  lands  at  the 

Front 2,868.03 

Paving  sections  of  Clinton  avenue. .  2,698.01 

Resurfacing  Jewett  avenue 1,295.00 

Paving  section  of  East  Parade  ave. .  1,474.40 

Contingencies 1,104.79      71,554.50 

Balance  January  1,  1892 $5^>544-S6 


PARK  FUND,  1 89 1,  DISBURSEMENTS. 
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i89<- .                                                                                      Warrant  No.  Amount. 

Jan'y    5-^G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Jan.  3.  1891 1440  $    329.70 

6 — C.  W.  Miller,  carriage  hire 2441  12.00 

6 — J.  F.  Dunham,  feed 1442  91.99 

6 — G.  P.  Germain  &  Son,  insurance 1443  45- 00 

6— Bell  Telephone  Co.,  service  6  mos  .  1444  25.00 

6 — P.  G.  Straub/fiagging    1445  520.03 

6 — Barber  Asphalt  Co.,   repairing    re- 
ceiver    1446  10.95 

6 — J.  E.  Robinson  &  Co  ,  blacksmithing  1447  15.3^ 

6 — Bliss  Bros.,  photographs 1448  6.50 

6 — A.  A.  Justin's   Sons,   repairing  ma- 
chinery    1449  20.00 

6 — Beier  &  Brinker,  coal 1450  12.50 

6 — H.  L.   Campbell,   services  as  archi- 
tect   145 1  202.00 

6 — E.  Fisher,  blacksmithing 1452  515 

6 — Nich.  Batl,  gravel 1453  342.00 

6 — H.  Umbehaun,  manure 1454  4.00 

6 — B.  Bidell,  filling  Lafayette  Square. . .  1455  231.00 
12 — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Jan.  10,  1891 1456  466.50 

19 — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas-  ' 

urer,  pay  rolls  to  Jan.  17,  1891 1457  1 1574. 54 

36 — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 

urer,  pay  rolls  to  Jao.  24, 1 891   ...  1458  950.50 
Feb.      a — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Jan.  31,  1891    . . .  1459  542-41 
3 — Thos.  Dark  &  Son,  repairing  sewer.  1460  19-37 

3 — Smith,   Davis  &  Co.,  insurance 1461  20.00 

3 — Becker  &  Wicker,  harness 1462  2.75 

3 — ^J.  W»  Griffin,   repairs 1463  i.oo 
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1891. 
Feb.      3— The  Courier  Co..  daily 

3 — M.  S.  Boland,  printing 

3 — J.  F/Dunham.  feed 

3 — R.  Johnson,  South  Park  expenses. .. 

3— P.  Grabenstaiter,  manure 

3 — G.  Grabenstatcer,  manure 

3— G.  Kager,  manure 

3 — F.  Ehlers,  manure 

3 — J.  Blendinger,  manure 

3 — A  Schoell,  manure 

3 — A.  C.  Summers,  manure 

3 — H.  Link,  manure 

3 — J.  Caspar,  manure 

3 — Fred  Kissinger,  manure 

3 — J.  Roland,  manure 

3— H.  Umbehaun,  manure. 

3 — L.  Rupp,  manure 

3— F.  Spoonbolz,  manure 

3 — L.  Malone,  manure 

3 — C.  Bauer,  manure 

3 — E.  Becker,  manure 

3—  L.  Weigand,  manure 

3 — A.  Twichell,  manure. 

3— J.  Siler,  manure,   '1487 

3 — G.  Huppoch,  manure 

3— J.  Forsyth,  manure.. 

3— Mrs   A.  Schick,  manure 

3— Buffallo  Gas  Light  Co.,  gas  at  Park 
Lake 

^— G.  H.   Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas. 
urcr,  pay  rolls  to  Feb.  7,  1891. . . . 
16— G.  H.  Selkirk.  Secretary  and  Treas- 
uaer,  pay  rolls  to  Feb.  14,  1891 . . « 
a3_G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Feb.  21,  1891. . . 
March  2— G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Feb.  28,  1891. . . 

•  •       g — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 

urer, pay  rolls  to  March  7,  1891. . . 

•  •     16 — G.  H.   Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 

urer, pay  rolls  to  March  14,  1891 . . 
it     23 — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  March  21,  1891. . 
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Warrant  No. 

Amoont. 

1464 

$      1.67 

1465 

1.75 

1466 

62.92 

1467 

13.63 

1468 

227.50 

1469 

176.00 

1470 

145.00 

I47I 

4000 

1472 

136.50 

1473 

66.00 

1474 

62.50 

1475 

52.00 

1476 

44.50 

1477 

40.00 

1478 

40.00 

1479 

30.50 

1480 

29.00 

148 1 

27.50 

1482 

27.00 

1483 

21.50 

1484 

20.00 

1485 

17.50 

i486 

12.50 

•1487 

11.00 

1488 

9.00 

1489 

8.00 

1490 

6.00 

1491 

"55 

1492 

341.25 

M93 

35963 

1494 

421.00 

1495 

471.07 

1496 

444.25 

'497 

473.39 

1498 

507.95 

it 
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'^''                                                                                     Warrant  No.        Amount. 
March  30— G.  H.  Selkirk.  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  March  28.  1891   .  1499  $       905.46 
April     6— G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  April  4,  1891 . . .  1500  745.51 
"      13--G.  H.  Selkirk,   Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  April   ii,  1891. .  1501  1.116.55 
'•     20 — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  April  18,  1891.  1502  1.094.05 
**     27— G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  April  25,  1891 . .  1503  1,190.89 
May      4 — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  May  2,  1891   . . .  1504  1,24647 
5 — Haas  &  Klein,  printing  reports. ....  1505  56.80 

5— McLelsh  Bros.,  weighing 1506  3.40 

5 — M.  S.  Boland,  printing 1507  m^QQ 

*'       5 — Beals  &  Brown,  hardware 1508  93.31 

5 — D.  C.  Weed  &  Co.,  hardware 1509  39.o6 

5— Matthews,  Northnip  &  Co,  illustra- 
tions   1510  40.00 

5 — ^J-  F.  Dunham,  feed 1511  265.61 

'*       5 — T.  &  D.  Macnoe,  copying 151a  4,30 

**       5 — Becker  &  Wickser,  harness 15 13  3.35 

5 — Wm.  McMillan,  traveling  expenses.  15 14  40.00 

5 — Bloomer  &  Bullard,  Insurance 15 15  60.00 

5— J    Lorenz,  oil 1516  7.45 

5 — Harvey  Bros.,  seed 1517  ia.50 

5 — Courier  Co.,  Daily 1518  14.00 

'*       5 — A.  A.  Justin's  Sons,   repairing  ma- 
chinery   1519  49,22 

5 — R.  Johnson,  traveling  expenses,  etc.  1520  38.50 
5 — Machwirth^Bros.,   work  on    monu- 
ment   1521  150.00 

II — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  May  9.  1891. . .  1522  1,132.74 
**     18— G.  H.;Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 

urer,'pay^rolls  to  May  16,  1891...  1523  1,267.62 
'•     25--G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  May  23,  1891. . .  1524  1,292.62 
June     I — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  May  30,  1891   . .  1525  1,062.37 

**       3 — E.  C.  Roth  &  Co.,  insurance 1526  30.00 

"       3 — French  &  Kir kholder,  brooms,  etc .  1527  13*50 

3 — Loegler  &  Ladd,  tools, 1528  1.90 

3^J.  Felton,  Salt 1529  47*30 


< « 


I  < 


(< 


it 


«« 

*  * 
t « 
t* 
(( 


I* 

<« 

«< 

<4 
*• 
it 
*» 
ft 
ft 


34 

o                                                                                                Warrant  No.  Amoaot. 
189U 

Tunc     3— A.  A.  Justin's  Sons,   repairing  ma- 
chinery   1530        $210.27 

3— R.  Johnson,  expenses  surveying 1531  25.3s 

3_Beals  &  Brown,  hardware 1532  52-35 

3— Geo.  Gesl.  blacksmithing I533  8.29 

3— J.  F.  Dunham,  feed i534  29.39 

3— Weed  &  Co..hardware I535  28.76 

3— Ellwanger  &  Barry,  plants 1 536  188. 56 

3— Bickford  &  Curtiss,  hose,  etc I537  49-3© 

3_Bell  Telephone  Co..  rental 1538  25.00 

*•       3— Buflfalo  Germicide  Co.,  use  of  service  I539  27.00 

3_j.  D.  Warren's  Sons,  advertising. . .  i54<>  2.02 

3^Bu£[alo  Cement  Co. ,  cement I54i  63.00 

••       3— J.  Hess,  stakes  ^542  21.85 

3— Chas.  Betz,  manure. . . .,  '543  U-S© 

3— F.  W.  Kelscy,  plants ^544  ^45  10 

3— Smith.  Davis  &  Co.,  insurance..    ..  i545  6o.«> 

3— G.  &  T.  D.  Macnoc.  copying 1546  125 

3— F.  S.  Pease,  oil >S47  3^ 

it      3_Walbridge  &  Co.,  hardware 1548  ^ 

a— G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 

uror,  pay  rolls  to  June  6.  1 891 . . .  1 549  ^.237. 7^ 
••      15— G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  June  13.  1891 .  •  •  i550  1.165.62 
*•     22— G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secreury  and  Treas- 

ttrer,  pay  rolls  to  June  20,  1891 . . .  i55i  i,"B.97 
«•     29— G.  H.  Selkirk.  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  June  27,  1891  •  •  •  ^552  1.263.15 
July     6-G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer pay  [rolls  to  July  4.  1891  •  •  •  •  '553  ^52  40 

p— Becker  &  Wickscr,  harness 1554  705 

f— Beals  &  Brown,  hardware I555  64.43 

r— Weed  &  Co. .  hardware » 556  33-  8S 

^—Goodyear  Rubber  Co.,  hose.  etc. . . .  I557  »ot.40 

r— French  &  Kirkholder,  brooms,  etc. .  1558  22.00 

r— Loegler  &  Ladd,  field  mowers i559  i«>«> 

^— John  Lorenz,  paints  and  oils 1560  9002 

r— McUish  Bros. .  weighing » 561  80 

7— W.  H.  Buchanan,  water,  Lake  View 

House '562  10.00 

^— Jas.  E.  Nunan,  repairs  at  boat  house  1563  24728 

p— C.  W.  Miller,  carriage  hire 1564  i3-5o 

7— J.   Lyth  &  Sons,  tile 1565  2.37 

^— J.  F.  Dunham,  feed '566 
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Aug 
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— Bloomer  &  Bullard.  insurance 

— S.    L     Graves   &   Co',    repairing   of 

buildings 

— J.    Elliott  &    Son,    repair    awning, 

etc 

— J.   Churchyard's     Sons,     repair     of 

buildings 

— Smith   &   Miller,     repair    of    build- 
ings  

— J,  Stucki,  repairing  of  buildings.    . . . 
— Howard  Iron  Works,  lawn  seats  . . . 

— F.  Feyl,  painting 

— Nich.  Batt,  gravel 

— A.  A.  Justin's   Sons,  repairing  ma- 
chinery      

— C.  F.  Christensen,  plants 

— J.  Felton,  salt 

— Jas.  Milley,  plants 

— Mrs.  D.  Newland,  plants  

— W.  Scott,  plants 

— Haas  &  Klein,  printing 

— Thos.   Dark  &  Sons,  repairing  foun- 
tains     

13 — G.  H.  Selkirk,   Secretary  aud  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  July  11,  1891. . . . 
20 — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  July  25,  1891 .  . . 
2S — D       Hotaling,      flagging     Lafayette 

square 

28 — Hoeffler  Bros,,  planing  mill  work. . 

28 — Bloomer  &  Bullard,  insurance 

28 — Colic  &  Wilson,  lumber 

28 — Bickford  &  Curtiss,  hose 

28 — Weed  &  Co.,  hardware 

28 — Beals  &  Brown,  hardware 

28 — M.  S.  Boland,  printing, 

28 — B.  Bidell,  filling  Lafayette  Square. .  . 
28 — Thos  Dark  &  Sons,  use  of  derrick. . . 
3 — G.  H   Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Aug.  i,  1891 
10 — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Aug.  8,  1891 .... 
17 — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Aug.  15,  1891 . . . 


Warrant  No. 
1567 

1568 
1569 
1570 


1585 


Amount 
$      77  50 

37.12 

6.50 

221.93 


I57I 

369.96 

1572 

5  34 

1573 

400.00 

1574 

142.99 

J575 

88.05 

1576 

52.36 

1577 

336.45 

1578 

45.00 

1579 

98.00 

1580 

95.38 

I58I 

281.97 

1582 

10.00 

1583 

442.54 

1584 

992.38 

T.  927. 92 


1586 

852.50 

'587 

5965 

1588 

40.00 

1589 

27.84 

1590 

52.75 

I59I 

46.0: 

1592 

5.40 

1593 

6.25 

1594 

8.40 

1595 

53-25 

1596 

955.41 

1597 

917.75 

1598 

892.24 

<  t 
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1891.  Warrant  Nu         Amouot. 

Aug.   34 — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Aug.  23,  1S91. . .         1599        $  94 1  75 
•'     31— G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Aug.  39,  1891. . , 

Sept.     2 — C.  W.  Miller,  carriage  hire 

**       3 — Queen  City  Metal  Co.,  hardware 

'*       3 — French  and  Kirkholder.  brooms.     . . 
3 — A.  A.  Justin's  Sons,    repairing  ma- 
chinery   

'•       3— J.  F.  Dunham,  feed 

•*       3 — Smith,  Davis  &  Co..  iusurance 

'*       3 — L.  P.  Beyer,  plumbing 

'*       3 — Citizens'  Gas  Co.,  gas  at  Parade 

"       3  'J.  Elliott  &  Son,  repairing  awning. . 

3 — Howard  Iron  Works,  lawn  seats  . . 
"       3 — Union  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  insurance 

3 — M.  S.  Boland,  printing     

3 — J.  D.  Warren's  Sons,  advertising... 
3 — Horton  &  Lenahan, 'iron  kettle. . . 

3 — D.  Hotaling.  flagging 

2 — R,  Johnson,  expenses 

7 — G.  H   Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Sept.  5,  1891 

14 — G.  H.  Selkirk.  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Sept.  12,  1891 . . 
•'     31— G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Sept  19,  1891 . . . 
•     28— G.  H.  Selkirk.  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Sept.  36  and  30, 

1 891    1620  1,139.29 

Oct.       5 — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  aud  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Oct.  3,  1891.  . . . 
6 — Citizens'  Gas  Co.,  gas  at  Parade  . . . 

6 — Colic  &  Wilson,  lumber 

6 — Courier  Co  ,  directory 

6 — M.  S.  Boland,  printing 

6— Queen  City  Metal  Co.,  Hardware     . 
6— R.  Hoffeld  k  Co.,  hardware     . 

6 — D.  &  R.  Fogelsonger,  stone  

6— Nicholas  Bait,  sand  and  gravel 

6— Bufifalo  City  Water  Works,  hydrant, 

etc 

"       6 — Bloomer  &  Bullard,  insurance 

•'       6 — Smith,  Davis  iSc  Co.,  insurance  


M 


«( 


1600 

939  39 

I60I 

9  50 

1602 

26.84 

1603 

11.43 

1604 

1S.08 

1605 

50.20 

1606 

60.00 

1607 

221  90 

1608 

12.75 

1609 

9.00 

1610 

130.^ 

161 1 

75.CO 

I6I2 

2  25 

I6I3 

6.12 

I6I4 

25.00 

I6I5 

1.505.70 

I6I6 

14,75 

1617 

912  00 

i6i8 

932.50 

1619 

877.12 

1621 

841.32 

1623 

16.65 

1633 

7740 

1624 

5.50 

1625 

5.00 

1626 

145  18 

1627 

956 

1628 

48.00 

1629 

198  25 

1630 

45" 

1631 

90.00 

1632 

95.00 

Warrant  No. 

Amount. 

X633 

$   27;  00 

1634 

3340 

1635 

269.95 

1636 

30.00 

37 

iBqx. 

Oct.      6— Thos.  A.  Shanley,  insurance , 

6 — Jas.  McGowan,  insurance , 

6— Chas.  Nelson,  hardware 

6— G.  M.  Hopkins,  city  atlas 

6 — Victor  Manufacturing  Co.,  repairing 

machinery 1637  321.39 

6 — Thompson-Houston  Co.,  lighting  Pa- 
rade  

6— J.  £•  Robinson,  blacksmithing 

6— Buffalo  Germicide  Co.,  service 

6— Becker  &  Wickser,  harness 

6— J.  F.  Dunham,  feed 

6— C.  W.  Miller,  carriage  hire 

6— M.  &  M.  Johnson,  flower  pots 

6— Weed  &  Co.,  hardware 

6^Beier  &  Brinker,  coal 

6— Smith  &  Miller,  work  at  Front  and 

South  Parks 

6 — H.  H.  Baker  &  Co.,  oakum 

6 — Mich.   Newell,   on   contract,   Jewett 

avenue 

6 — D.  Hotaling,  flagging 

12 — G.  H,  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Oct.  10,  1891 . . . 
19 — G,  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Oct.  17,  1891 .    . 
26 — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Oct.  24.  i8gi. . . 
Nov.     2 — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  'jTreas- 
urer,  pay  rolls  to  Oct.  31,  1891 . . . 
•*       9 — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  any  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Nov.  7,  1891 

10 — Gates  Iron  Works,  stone  crusher 

10 — P.  Becker  &  Co.,  merchandise,. . .    . 

10— W.  McMillan,  freight,  etc 

10 — Chas.  Berrick  &  Son,  mason  work. . 

10— Weed  &  Co.,  hardware 

zo — Citizens'  &as.  Co.,  gas  at  Parade  . . 
10 — A.  A.  Justin's  Sons,  repairing  ma- 
chinery  

10 — G.  O.  M.  Buckner,  Daily  Courier. . . 

10 — ^J.  Lorenz,  paints  and  oils 

10 — Howard  Iron  Works,  grates 

10 — Beier  &  Brinker,  coal 


1638 

100.00 

1639 

94.06 

1640 

45.00 

I64I 

4.70 

1642 

4257 

1643 

8.00 

1644 

45.00 

1645 

21,58 

1646 

6.60 

1647 

1,12844 

1648 

2.64 

1649 

1,295.00 

1650 

'.567.63 

I65I 

992.80 

1652 

1,150.71 

1653 

1,280.89 

1654 

1,086.04 

• 

1655 

939.08 

1656 

2,621.50 

1657 

3.70 

1658 

80.40 

1659 

38.50 

1660 

1.35 

I66I 

75 

1662 

4.50 

1663 

4.00 

1664 

77.84 

1665 

58.3a 

1666 

40.12 

38 


Nov.   lo— Buffalo  Germicide   Co.,   service    at 

Parade 

lo— J.  Elliott  &  Son,  repairing  awning. . 

**     lo — Harvey  Bros.,  seed 

**     lo^French  &  Kirkholder,  brooms  . . . 
lo^Gcrman  Asphalt  Cement  Co.,  paving 

section  E.  Parade  avenue 

"     10 — Rich.  Johnson,  sundry  expenses 

*•     lo — C.  W.  Miller,  carriage  hire 

10 — Queen    City    Metal    Co.,    repairing 

roller 

*•     lo — Victor  Manufacturing  Co,,  work  on 

roller,  etc  

**      lo — D.  Hotaling,  flagging     

10— J.  F.  Dunham,  feed 

lo — L.  P.  Beyer  &  Co.,  plumbing 

"      lo — H.  Umbehaun,  manure    

**      10 — C.  E.  Dorman.  coal 

"      lo — Brady  A;  Maltby,  paving  stone. .... 
1 6 — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Nov.  14,  1891 . . . 
"     23 — G    H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Nov.  21,  1891 . . . 
•'      30 — G.  H.  Selkirk,   Secretary  and  Treas- 
nrer,  pay  rolls  to  Nov.  28,  1891. .. 
Der.      2 — Union  Insurauce  Co.,  insurance. . . . 
*'       2 — Smith  &  Miller,  repairing  buildings. 

*'       2 — T.  A.  Shanley,  insurance 

2 — C.  VV.  Miller,  carriage  hire 

2— Walbridge  Si  Co..  hardware   

2— J.  Lyth  &  Sons,  tile 

2 — Colic  &  Wilson,  lumber 

2 — M.  S.  Boland,  printing 

2 — Worthington  iS:  Sill,  insurance   

2 — H.  S.  .\Ietz,  coal 

2 — Smith ,  Davis  <S:  Co. ,  insurance 

'*       2 — Bell  Telephone  Co  ,   service 

2 — Chas.  E   Williams,  laying  drain  tile. 
'•       2 — S.  Dobbins,  use  of  greenhouses,  etc. 
"        7 — G.  H.  Selkirk,   Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Dec.  5,  1891   . . . 
"      14 — G.  H.  Selkirk,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, pay  rolls  to  Dec.  12,  1891... 


Warrant  No. 

Amount  - 

X667 

$       9.00 

1668 

2.00 

1669 

II.OI 

1670 

8.00 

167 1 

1,474.40 

1672 

9.60 

1673 

9.50 

1674 


1682 

1683 

1684 

1685 
1686 
1687 
1688 
1689 

1690 
1 691 
1692 

1693 
1694 

1695 

1696 

1697 
X698 

1699 

1700 


105.47 


1675 

675.68 

1676 

141.60 

1677 

35.44 

1678 

14442 

1679 

4.00 

1680 

3.76 

I68I 

841.66 

1.063.37 
913.46 

661.35 
10.00 

120.75 

40.00 
11.00 
12.78 
99.58 

39-94 
IX. 50 

45.00 

X6.17 

20. 00 
25.00 

39-99 
28.50 

861.14 
966.87 


a»— G.  H.  S« 
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This  book  should  be  returned  to  I 
the  Library  on  or  before  the  last  date  | 
stamped  below. 

A  Rne  is  incurred  by  retaining  it  I 
beyond  the  specified  time. 

£J«ase  return  promptly. 
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